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Publisher’s Note to the Second Edition

A t the 19th N ational Congress, the C om m unist Party o f  China 

(CPC) recognized  Xi J in p in g  T h o u g h t on  Socialism  w ith  C hinese 

Characteristics for a N ew  E ra as the theoretical guidance that it will 

adhere to  for a long period o f  time. This step forward provides a clear 

guide to  action: first, in the decisive stage o f  com pleting a moderately 

prosperous society in all respects, second, on a new journey to fully 

build a m odern  socialist China, and th ird , in realizing the Chinese 

D ream  o f  national rejuvenation. Xi Jinping is the principal proponent 

o f  this Thought.

X i  Jinping: The Governance o f China was published in Septem ber 

2014. It has been distributed in China and abroad in Chinese，English， 
French , Russian, A rabic, Spanish, Portuguese, G erm an , Japanese, 

and many o ther languages. T he book attracted w idespread attention, 

and was highly acclaimed by readers. I t  has played a significant role 

in helping officials and the general public to study and understand Xi 

Jinping T hought on Socialism w ith Chinese Characteristics for a N ew  

Era. I t  is an im portant work that helps the international com m unity to 

better understand China and the CPC. A fter the 19th CPC National 

Congress, a second volume o f  X i Jinping: The Governance o f China was 

published in  N ovem ber 2017, to  help C hinese and foreign readers 

gain a systematic appreciation o f  the depth and innovative qualities o f  

Xi Jinping T hough t on  Socialism w ith Chinese Characteristics for a 

New Era.

T h e  tw o vo lum es are an in te g ra te d  w ho le  w hen  study ing  Xi 

Jinping T h o u g h t on  Socialism  w ith  C hinese C haracteristics fo r a 

New Era. They present the developm ents and m ajor contents o f  the 

Thought; record how the CPC Central Com m ittee, w ith Xi Jinping as



the core, has united and led the whole Party and the whole nation in 

developing sociaUsm with Chinese characteristics in the new era; and 

em body the Chinese wisdom and Chinese solutions that the CPC has 

contributed to  building a com m unity o f  shared future for mankind 

and prom oting peace and development. They will be an authoritative 

source through which readers can learn about Xi Jinping T hought on 

Socialism w ith Chinese Characteristics for a N ew  Era and about the 

guiding principles o f  the 19th CPC National Congress.

This volume is thus republished.

January 2018

Publisher’s Note

Since the 18th N ational C ongress o f  the  C om m unist Party o f  

China (CPC) held in N ovem ber 2012, the new central leadership with 

Xi Jinping as general secretary has led the whole Party and the people 

o f  China in confronting  the problem s and challenges they face: to

drive refo rm  and open ing  up to  a deeper level, to  m odern ize the 

national governance system, and to marshal their enorm ous strength 

behind the Chinese D ream  o f  the great rejuvenation o f  the Chinese 

nation. U nder the leadership o f  the CPC, the country is striving to 

build a bright future for socialism with Chinese characteristics.

China is attracting growing attention worldwide. The world wants 

to know w hat changes are in progress in China, and w hat im pact they 

will have on the rest o f  the world.

As general secretary o f  the CPC Central Com m ittee and presi

den t o f  the People s Republic o f  China, Xi Jinp ing  has delivered 

m any speeches on  a b ro ad  range o f  issues. H e has o ffe red  his 

thoughts, views and judgments, and answered a series o f  im portan t 

theoretical and practical questions about the Party and the country 

in these changing times. His speeches em body the philosophy o f  the 
new central leadership.

To respond to rising international interest and to enhance the rest 

o f  the w orlds understanding o f  the Chinese governm ent^ philoso

phy and its dom estic and foreign policies, the State Council In form a

tion Office, the Party Literature Research Office o f  the CPC Central 

C om m ittee  and  the  C hina In te rn a tio n a l P ub lish ing  G ro u p  have 

worked together to  produce this book -  The Governance o f China.

T he book  is a com pila tion  o f  Xi J in p in g ’s m ajor w orks from  
N ovem ber 15, 2012 to  June  13, 2014. I t  includes speeches, talks,



in terv iew s, in s tru c tio n s , and co rresp o n d en ce . T h e  79 pieces are 

arranged in 18 chapters, and notes are added to  help readers under

stand China^ social system, history and culture.

T he  b o o k  also contains 45 pictures o f  Xi Jinp ing  at w ork and 

in daily life, w ith focus on the period since the 18th CPC N ational 

Congress in 2012.

June 2014
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The People’s Wish for a Good Life 
Is Our Goal*

N o v e m b e r  1 5 ,  2 0 1 2

Friends from  the news media have extensively covered the 18th 

National Congress o f  the Com m unist Party o f  China (CPC), convey

ing to the world many voices from  China. O n  behalf o f  the Secre- 

tariat o f  the Congress， I wish to express our sincere thanks to  you.

We have just held  the F irst P lenary  Session o f  the 18th CPC 

Central Committee, and elected a new central leadership. I was elect

ed general secretary o f  the C entral C om m ittee. O n  behalf o f  the 

members o f  the newly-elected leadership, I wish to express our thanks 

to all o ther m em bers o f  the Party for their trust in us. We will do our 

utm ost to be trustw orthy and fulfill our mission.

We are deeply  encou raged  by b o th  the  tru s t from  th e  Party  

m em bers and the great expectations from  the people o f  all ethnic 

groups in China, and we are keenly aware that this is also our im por

tant responsibility.

We are taking on this im portant responsibility for the nation. Ours 

is a great nation. T hroughout 5,000 years o f  development, the Chinese 

nation has made a significant contribution to the progress o f  hum an 

civilization. Since the advent o f  m odern times, our nation has gone 

through unto ld  tribulations and faced its g reatest perils. Countless 

people w ith lofty ideals rose up for the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese 

nation, bu t each tim e they failed. A fter it was founded in 1921 the 

CPC rallied and led the Chinese people in m aking great sacrifices, 

forging ahead against all odds, and transform ing poor and backward

* Part o f the speech at the press conference by members o f the Standing Committee o f 

the Political Bureau of the 18th CPC Central Committee.
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China into an increasingly prosperous and strong nation, thus opening 

completely new horizons for national rejuvenation.

O u r responsibility is to  rally and lead the entire Party and the 

people o f  all China^ ethnic groups in taking on this task and continu

ing to  pursue the goal o f  the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation, so 

that China can stand firm er and stronger am ong the w orlds nations, 

and make a new and greater contribution to mankind.

We are taking on this im portant responsibility for the people. O ur 

people are a great people. D uring the long history the Chinese people 

have worked with diligence, bravery and wisdom, creating a beautiful 

hom eland where all ethnic groups live in harm ony and developing a 

great and dynamic culture. O ur people have an ardent love for life. 

They w ant to have better education, m ore stable jobs, m ore income, 

reliable social security, better medical and health care, im proved hous

ing conditions and a beautiful environm ent. They hope that their chil

dren will have sound grow th, good jobs and m ore enjoyable lives. The 

peopled wish for a happy life is our mission. A happy life comes from 

hard work. O ur responsibility is to  bring together and lead the whole 

Party and the people o f  all ethnic groups to  free their minds, carry 

out reform  and opening up, further unfetter and develop the produc

tive forces, solve the peopled problem s in work and life, and resolutely 

pursue com m on prosperity.

We are tak ing  on  th is im p o rta n t responsib ility  fo r the  Party. 

D edicated to  serving the people, our Party has led them  in making 

rem arkable achievements, which we have every reason to  be proud 

of. N evertheless, we should never be com placent and rest on  our 

laurels. In  the new circum stances our Party faces many severe chal

lenges as well as many pressing issues within the Party that need to be 

addressed, particularly corrup tion , being divorced from  the people, 

and being satisfied merely w ith going through formalities and bureau

cracy on  the part o f  some Party officials. We m ust make every effort 

to solve such problems. T he whole Party m ust stay on  full alert. UA 

good  blacksm ith forges good  tools.” O ur responsibility is to  w ork 

with all Party members to uphold the principle that the Party should
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supervise its own conduct and run itself w ith strict discipline, effec

tively solve m ajor problem s within the Party, improve its work style, 

and m aintain close ties w ith the people. By so doing, our Party will 

surely rem ain as the core o f  the leadership in advancing socialism 

with Chinese characteristics.
The people are the creators o f  history. They are the real heroes and 

the source o f  our strength. We are fully aware that the capability o f  

any individual is limited, bu t as long as we unite as one like a fortress, 

there is no difficulty we cannot overcome. O ne can only work for a 

limited period o f  time, bu t there is no limit to serving the people with 

dedication. O ur responsibility is weightier than m ountains, our task 

arduous, and the road ahead long. We m ust always bear in mind w hat
the people think 汪nd share weal and woe w ith them ， and we m ust

work together w ith them  diligently for the public good and for the 

expectations o f  history and o f  the people.

China needs to  learn m ore about the rest o f  the world, and the 

outside world needs to  learn m ore about China. I hope our friends 

from  the press will continue your efforts for mutual understanding 

between China and the rest o f  the world.



Study, Disseminate and Implement 
the Guiding Principles 

of the 18th CPC National Congress*

N o v e m b e r  1 7 ,  2 0 1 2

T he political repo rt to  the 18th N ational C ongress o f  the CPC 

has charted a grand blueprint for bringing about a moderately p ros

perous society in all respects,2 accelerating socialist m odernization, 

and achieving new victories for socialism with Chinese characteristics 

in the new  historic circumstances. I t  is a political proclam ation and 

action plan with which our Party will rally and lead the Chinese people 

o f  all ethnic groups in m arching along the path  o f  Chinese social

ism and com plete the building o f  a m oderately prosperous society 

in  all respects. I t  guides the w ork o f  the curren t central leadership. 

T he CPC Central Com m ittee has issued a notice on  conscientiously 

studying, dissem inating and im plem enting the guiding principles o f  

the 18th National Congress, and Party committees at all levels should 

strictly comply with the notice. 》
It was emphasized at the 18th National Congress that we should 

uphold socialism with Chinese characteristics, that the socialist system 

with Chinese characteristics is the fundam ental accom plishm ent made 

by the Party and the people during the arduous struggle over the past 

90 years, and that we m ust cherish w hat has been accomplished and 

never deviate from it bu t rather continue to enrich it. T he Congress 

has called on  the w hole Party  to  explore and m aster the  laws o f  

socialism with Chinese characteristics, ensure that the Party is always

* Speech at the first group study session1 o f the Political Bureau o f the 18th CPC Cen
tral Committee which Xi presided over.
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full o f  vigor and that China never lacks the driving force for devel

opm ent, and that we m ust strive for a bright future for developing 

China^ socialism. In  fact, adhering to  and developing socialism with 

Chinese characteristics was the them e o f  the political repo rt to  the 

18th National Congress. We m ust always stick to  this theme, continue 

to develop socialism w ith Chinese characteristics, and work hard to  

reach the goal. This will enable us to study, understand and im plem ent 

the guiding principles o f  the 18th National Congress m ore thorough

ly, completely and conscientiously.

W hy have I em phasized this? Because only socialism can save 

China, and only Chinese socialism can lead our country to  develop

m ent - a fact that has been fully proved through the long-term  prac

tice o f  the Party and the state. O nly by uphold ing  socialism w ith 

Chinese characteristics can we bring  toge the r and lead the w hole 

Party, the whole nation and the people o f  all ethnic groups in realiz

ing a m oderately prosperous society by the centenary o f  the CPC in 

2021 and in turning China into a prosperous, dem ocratic, culturally 

advanced and harm onious m odern  socialist country  by the cen te 

nary o f  the Peopled Republic o f  China in 2049, so as to  ensure the 

people greater happiness and the nation a brighter future.

To study, disseminate and im plem ent the guiding principles o f  the 

18th N ational Congress with emphasis on adhering to and developing 

socialism with Chinese characteristics, in my opinion, it is im portant 

to pay particular attention to  the following areas w hen applying theory 

to practice:

First, we m ust understand  tha t socialism  w ith Chinese charac

teristics is a fundam ental accom plishm ent m ade by the Party  and

the people during long-term  practice. C hina’s socialist system was

pioneered  in the  new  era o f  re fo rm  and opening  up, and it is an 

outcom e o f  the Party’s painstaking efforts. I t  was accom plished by 

the whole Party and whole people, under several generations o f  the

Party’s cen tral collective leadersh ip ， th ro u g h  num erous trials and

tenacious efforts at all costs. Relying closely on  the people, our Party
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lowered the curtain, once and for all, on  a poor and weak country that 

had suffered from both  domestic turm oil and foreign aggression since 

the advent o f  m odern  times, and m ade an epic move tow ards the 

steady growth, developm ent and renewal o f  the Chinese nation. It has 

thus enabled China, a country w ith a civilization o f  over 5,000 years, 

to  stand firm  am ong the nations o f  the world.

We m ust always rem em ber the historic contribution made by the 

P a r ty th r e e  generations o f  central collective leadership and the Party 

Central Com m ittee w ith Com rade H u Jin tao3 as general secretary to 

the developm ent o f  socialism w ith Chinese characteristics. The first 

generation  o f  the central collective leadership w ith M ao Z edong  

as the core provided invaluable experience as well as the theore ti

cal and m aterial basis fo r the great initiative o f  building socialism 

w ith Chinese characteristics in the new historic period. T he second 

generation w ith D eng X iaoping5 as the core started the building o f  

socialism with Chinese characteristics. The third generation with Jiang 

Z em in6 as the core advanced socialism w ith Chinese characteristics 

into the 21st century, followed by H u Jintao as general secretary o f 

the Central Committee w ho adhered to and developed socialism with 

C hinese characteristics from  a new  historic starting  poin t. I t  goes 

w ithout saying that socialism with Chinese characteristics encapsulates 

the ideals and explorations o f  generationSi o f  Chinese Com m unists, 

em bodies the  aspirations o f  countless pa trio ts  and revolu tionary  

m artyrs, and crystallizes the struggles and sacrifices o f  the myriads 

o f  the Chinese people. I t  is a natural choice for the developm ent o f  

Chinese society in m odern times, and it is the only way to  bring about 

the country’s developm ent and stability.

Pacts pirove that Ghinese socialism is a barmer o f  unity, endeavor 

and victory for the CPC and the Chinese people as a whole. We m ust 

always uphold socialism with Chinese characteristics and firmly adhere 

to and develop Chinese socialism in order to bring about a moderately 

prosperous society in all respects, accelerate socialist m odernization 

and achieve the great renewal o f  the Chinese nation. This is the very 

reason why the 18th National Congress has called on  the whole Party
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to have full confidence in the path, theory  and system o f  Chinese 

socialism.

Second, we m ust tho ro u g h ly  u n d e rs tan d  th a t socialism  w ith  

Chinese characteristics consists o f  a path , theory  and system. T he 

18th National Congress expounded on the scientific meaning o f  the 

path, theory  and system o f  socialism w ith Chinese characteristics, 

and the relationships between the three. T he Congress stressed that 

the path o f  socialism w ith Chinese characteristics is a way to  reach 

the goal, the theory offers a guide to  action, and the system provides 

a fundamental guarantee. All three serve the great cause o f  building 

Chinese socialism. This is the m ost salient feature o f  socialism with 

Chinese characteristics.

This conclusion reveals that socialism w ith Chinese characteris

tics incorporates practice, theory and system. I t synthesizes success

ful experience in practice into theories, uses these correct theories to 

guide new practices and incorporates effective principles and policies 

into Party and national systems. T hat is why socialism w ith Chinese 

characteristics is special — in its path, theory and system; in the intrin

sic interaction between the way o f  realizing the goal, guide to  action 

and fundamental guarantee; and in that all three serve the great prac

tice o f building Chinese socialism. In  present-day China, adhering to 

and developing socialism with Chinese characteristics means uphold

ing socialism in its true sense.

The path o f  Chinese socialism is the only way to achieve China’s 

socialist m o d ern iza tio n  and create  a b e tte r  life. T h is p a th  takes 

economic developm ent as the central task, and brings along econom 

ic, political, cultural, social, ecological and o ther form s o f  progress. 

It adheres to bo th  the Four Cardinal Principles7 and the reform  and 

opening-up policy. I t  entails fu rth er releasing and developing the 

productive forces, and achieving prosperity for all and the well-rounded 

developm ent o f  everyone.

The theory o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics is the latest 

achievement iri adapting M arxism8 to China’s conditioiis. It incorpo- 

rates D eng X iaoping T heory9, the im portan t thought o f  the T hree
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R epresen ts10 and the Scientific O u tlook  on  D evelopm en t11. I t has 

inherited , continued and creatively developed M arxism -Leninism 12 

and M ao Z ed o n g  T h o u g h t13. We shou ld  n o t ab an d o n  M arxism - 

L en in ism  and  M ao Z e d o n g  T h o u g h t; o th e rw ise , we w ou ld  be 

deprived o f  our foundation. M oreover, we m ust focus our work on 

the practical problem s in reform , opening up and m odernization, and 

on  ou r various endeavors, w ith a view to the application o f  M arx

ist theory, theoretical thinking on  practical issues, and initiation o f  

new practice for development. In  contem porary China upholding the 

theo ry  o f  socialism w ith C hinese characteristics m eans upholding 

Marxism in its true sense.

T he  socialist system w ith C hinese characteristics integrates the 

fundam ental political system14, the basic political systems15, the basic 

econom ic system16 and o ther systems and mechanisms. I t combines 

national and local democratic systems, the Party^ leadership, the posi

tion o f  the people as m asters o f  the country, and law-based gover

nance. T his system conform s to  the  national conditions in  China, 

showcases the special traits and strengths o f  socialism with Chinese 

characteristics, and provides a fundam ental systemic guarantee for 

China^ development.

T he socialist system w ith Chinese characteristics is unique and 

effective. However, we should be aware that it is no t perfect o r fully 

functioning. The Chinese socialist system nfeeds to  improve to keep in 

step w ith the developm ent o f  the socialist cause with Chinese charac

teristics. D uring his inspection tour o f  southern China in 1992 D eng 

Xiaoping pointed out, c<It will probably take another thirty years for 

us to develop a m ore m ature and well-defined system in every field.,,n 

It was em phasized at the 18th N ational C ongress that it is im pera

tive to  give top  priority to  the building o f  systems while giving full 

play to  the superiority o f  the socialist political system in China. We 

m ust im prove current systems and prom ote institutional innovation 

w ith theoretical innovation based on practice. We m ust proceed from 

reality, formulate new systems in a timely fashion, and put in place a 

well-developed, systematically and rationally regulated, and effective
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framework o f  systems to ensure that all systems and institutions are 

working properly and functioning well, and thereby provide a m ore 

effective institutional guarantee for new victories.

T h ird , we m ust have an in -d ep th  u n ders tand ing  o f  the  basic 

foundation， overall planning and main m andate o f  building socialism 

with Chinese characteristics. It was em phasized at the 18th N ational 

Congress that the basic foundation for building socialism with Chinese 

characteristics is tha t C hina is in the prim ary stage o f  socialism 18, 

that its overall plan is to  seek economic, political, cultural, social, and 

ecological progress, and that its main objective is to achieve socialist 

modernization and rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation. The founda

tion, plan and objective are succincdy and pointedly defined. A  better 

understanding and grasp o f  these new definitions will help us get to 

the essence and essentials o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics.

It is im portant to  stress the basic foundation o f  China being in the 

primary stage o f  socialism. This is the param ount reality and the m ost 

im portant national condition in contem porary China. We m ust always 

bear it in m ind and prom ote reform  and developm ent in all respects 

on the basis o f  this very reality. I t  is imperative not only in accelerat

ing the economy, but also in speeding up political, cultural, social and 

ecological developm ent; no t only w hen our econom y was small, bu t 

also w hen it is large; and no t only w hen planning long-term  develop

ment, bu t also during daily work. The Party^ basic line for the primary 

stage o f  socialism is the lifeline o f  the Party and the state. In  prac

tice we m ust firmly adhere to uone central task, two basic p o in ts /519 

neither deviating from  the “one central task” nor neglecting the “ two 

basic points.>, We m ust adopt a holistic approach to the realization o f  

the com m on ideal o f  building Chinese socialism and the long-term  

goal o f  realizing com m unism , stand firm  against various erroneous 

views aimed at abandoning socialism， and rectify all erroneous and 

unrealistic mindsets, policies and measures that go beyond the current 

primary stage o f  socialism. This will keep us from  being either self- 

abased or over-confident, and enable us to  achieve new victories for 

China’s socialism.
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We give top priority to overall planning， simply because we must 

achieve all-round development o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics. 

The m ost im portant thing for our Party is to govern the country well 

and rejuvenate the nation. The Party must always represent the require- 

ments for developing the advanced productive forces. We m ust focus 

on economic development and prom ote coordinated political, cultural, 

social and ecological development on the basis o f  economic growth. As 

China steps forward socially and economically, it has becom e increas

ingly significant to  pursue ecological progress. T he 18th N ational 

Congress included ecological progress in its overall plan for building 

Chinese socialism, thus highlighting the strategic importance o f ecologi

cal progress and making it possible to incorporate ecological efforts into 

those for economic，political， cultural and social progress in all respects 

and throughout the whole process. This is an im portant practical and 

theoretical achievement o f  our Party in our understanding o f  the law o f 

building socialism. We must carry out the overall plan, pursue coordi

nated development in all areas o f  our m oderni2 ation drive, and promote 

harm ony between the relationships o f  production and the productive 

forces, and between the superstructure and the economic base.

We pay close attention to the main objective because the CPC has 

shouldered the historic m ission o f  rejuvenating the Chinese nation 

ever since its founding. The very purpose o f  the Party in leading the 

Chinese people in revolution, developm ent and reform  is to make the 

people prosperous and the country strong, and rejuvenate the Chinese 

nation. According to  the three-step strategic plan for m odernization20, 

it is the goal o f  our Party and state to  build a prosperous, strong, 

dcmociratic, culturally advanced and harm onious m o d em  socialist 

country during the prim ary stage o f  socialism. T he historic mission 

o f  our Party, the fundamental purpose o f  reform  and opening up, and 

the goal o f  our country all converge in the main objective and are also 

derived from  it. This is an objective for which we should never relax 

our efforts, nor should our future generations.

D uring different historical periods our Party has always been able 

to  p u t fo rth  inspirational goals in line w ith the will o f  the people
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and the needs o f  our developm ent, and lead the people in achieving 

those goals. In  response to bo th  dom estic and international changes 

and new econom ic and social developm ents in China, and living up 

to the new expectations o f  the people, the 18th N ational Congress 

revised the goal o f  building a m oderately prosperous society in all 

respects, w ith a clearer policy guidance, greater inclination towards 

developm ent problem s, and better responses to  the peopled expecta

tions. The updated goal is coherent w ith those set at the Party^ 16th 

and 17th national congresses, and in line w ith the overall plan for 

the cause o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics. The whole Party 

and the country  m ust act w ith one m ind, w ork in a dow n-to-earth  

m anner, be creative and pioneering, and forge ahead in realizing a 

moderately prosperous society in all respects, and continuing reform  

and opening up in all areas — the two goals set at the 18th N ational 

Congress.

Fourth, we m ust have a thorough knowledge o f  the basic require

m ents for achieving new victories for Chinese socialism, which the 

18th National Congress identified and which we m ust fulfill w ith firm 

determ ination in the new historic circumstances. These requirem ents 

are based on  six decades o f  our experience in building socialism , 

especially socialism w ith Chinese characteristics, and on  the Party^ 

basic theories, lines, p latform s and experience. They are the essen

tials that reflect the laws o f  governance by the CPC, laws o f  build

ing socialism, and laws o f  the developm ent o f  hum an society. They 

are testim ony to  the new understanding by our Party o f  the laws o f  

Chinese socialism.

T he basic requirem ents set forth  at the 18th N ational Congress 

answ et the question o f  haw  to achieve new  victories for Ghinese 

socialism on the new historic journey. Socialism with Chinese charac

teristics is a cause for the people in their hundreds o f  millions — this 

is why we m ust give full play to the role o f  the people as the masters 

o f  the country. F reeing and developing the productive forces is a 

fundam ental task o f  Chinese socialism — this is why we m ust focus 

on econom ic developm ent and pursue a people-oriented, all-round,
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coordinated, proper and sustainable development. Reform  and open- 

ing up is the only way leading to  Chinese socialism — this is why we 

m ust always apply the spirit o f  reform  and innovation to all aspects 

o f  governance , and con tinuously  p ro m o te  the  self-im provem ent 

and developm ent o f  China’s socialist system. Fairness and justice are 

inherent requirem ents o f  Chinese socialism -  this is why we m ust, 

relying on  the concerted efforts o f  all the Chinese people and based 

on  econom ic and social developm ent, double ou r efforts to  devel

op institutions tha t are vital to  ensuring social fairness and justice, 

and establish in due course a system for guaranteeing social equity. 

C om m on prosperity is the fundam ental principle o f  Chinese social

ism - this is why we m ust ensure that all the people share the fruits o f  

developm ent in a fair way, and move steadily towards com m on pros

perity. Social harm ony is an inherent attribute o f  Chinese socialism 

- this is why we m ust rally all the forces that can be rallied, maximize 

the factors for harmony, stimulate the creative vitality o f  society, and 

ensure that the people lead a happy, stable life and the country enjoys 

enduring peace. Peaceful developm ent is an inevitable prerequisite o f  

Chinese socialism -  this is why we m ust pursue developm ent through 

opening up and cooperation to  benefit all, expand areas o f  com m on 

interests w ith all others and build a harm onious w orld o f  enduring 

peace and com m on prosperity  toge ther w ith o th e r countries. The 

CPC is the core leadership for the cause o f  Chinese socialism — this is 

why we m ust enhance and im prove the Party^ leadership and give full 

play to  its leading and core role in exercising overall leadership and 

coordinating the efforts o f  all.

T he basic requirem ents set fo rth  at the 18th N ational Congress 

positively responded  to  the  need  o f  addressing p ressing  issues in 

China^ economic and social development, the challenges in the diffi

cult in-depth reform s and in speeding up the transform ation o f  the 

grow th m odel, and the sensitive issues that officials and the general 

public are especially concerned about. They have also given us good 

guidance on how to pursue reform , development and stability, handle 

national defense and domestic and foreign affairs, and run the Party, the
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country and the military in this decisive stage at which China is striving

to realize a moderately prosperous society in all respects. These basic 

requirements cover many areas -  the productive forces and relations 

o f production, the econom ic base and the superstructure, the great 

cause o f  Chinese socialism and the new undertaking o f  Party building, 

and a holistic approach to both  the domestic and international situa

tions. The 18th N ational Congress stuck close to  and fully reflected 

these basic requirements in making plans and arrangements for actions 

in various areas. I f  we truly meet all the basic requirements we will be 

able to pool our strength m ore effectively, overcom e all difficulties, 

pursue balanced, proper and coordinated development, prom ote social
harm ony and im prove our people’s lives. T hen  we can com plete the

glorious and arduous tasks bestowed by the times.

Fifth, we m ust fully understand why we need to ensure that the 

CPC is always the firm  core leadership guiding the cause o f  Chinese 

socialism. I t was emphasized at the 18th N ational Congress that the 

CPC shoulders the  great responsibility  fo r bringing  to ge ther and 

leading the people in building a moderately prosperous society in all 

respects, in advancing socialist m odernization and in achieving the 

great renewal o f  the Chinese nation. T he PartyJs strength and its close 

ties w ith the people have ensured China prosperity and stability, and 

the Chinese people peace and happiness. The new developments, the

need for progress in our cause and the people’s expectations have all

made it imperative for us to carry out the great new undertaking o f  

Party building in the spirit o f  refo rm  and innovation, and upgrade 

our efforts in all respects to a new level. To run  the country well we 

m ust first run  the Party well, and to  run  the Party well we m ust run 

it strictly. For this purpose, the 18th N ational Congress set forth  the 

overall requirements for systematic Party building in the new circum

stances, and spelled out the specific tasks involved. The whole Party 

must learn and understand them , and im plem ent them  to the letter.

The overall requirem ents for Party building set forth  at the 18th 

National Congress are derived from  the need to  inherit and develop 

the fundam entals tha t have shored up the advanced nature o f  our
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Party, a M arxist party, for over 90 years. They respond to  changes in 

the w orld, in ou r country  and w ithin our Party. O ver the years we 

have been pressing ahead w ith the new task o f  Party building in all 

respects. T he Party has enhanced its governing capabilities, preserved 

and im proved its pioneering nature and purity, and strengthened and 

im proved its leadership. How ever, in view o f  the need to  manage 

changes in dom estic and international conditions, and to accomplish 

its h istoric  m ission, there  is still considerable room  fo r our Party 

to  im prove its a rt o f  leadership, governing capacity and organiza

tion, and the quality, com petence, and practices o f  its m em bers and 

officials. Party building in the new circumstances, in particular, faces 

‘‘four tests’’21 and ‘‘four risks，”22 w hich makes it m ore difficult and 

pressing to  ensure tha t the Party properly m anages its own affairs 

and stricdy disciplines itself. All Party m em bers m ust heighten their 

sense o f  urgency and responsibility, focus on  the overall require 

m ents o f  Party building, steadily improve the Party^ art o f  leadership 

and governance, and enhance its ability to resist corruption, prevent 

degeneration and ward o f f  co rrup tion  risks, so tha t our Party may 

always remain ahead o f  the times in its historic journey accompanied 

by p rofound changes worldwide, always act as the backbone o f  the 

Chinese people in its historic response to  domestic and international 

risks and tests o f  all kinds, and always be the strong core leadership in 

the historic journey to adhere to  and develop C hinese socialism.

It has always been the foundation for the lifeline and pursuit o f  

all C om m unists to  have full confidence in ideals and firm  faith in 

com m unism . Belief in M arxism and faith in socialism and com m u

nism are the political soul o f  Communists, enabling them  to withstand 

all tests. P u t figuratively, the ideals and convictions o f  Com m unists 

are the m arrow  o f  their faith. W ithout, or with weak, ideals or convic- 

tions， they would be deprived o f  their m arrow  and suffer from  “lack 

o f  backbone.,? This has been proved true by the cases o f  some Party 

m em bers and officials w ho acted im properly due to lack o f  ideals and 

confused faith. All Party members, in accordance w ith the plans set at 

the 18th National Congress, m ust earnestly study and im plem ent the
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system o f  socialist theories with Chinese characteristics, especially the 

Scientific O udook  on  D evelopm ent, reflect Party awareness in their 

actions, observe m oral standards, set good examples and w ork hard 

for the com m on goal o f  realizing Chinese socialism.

M aintain ing close ties betw een the  Party  and the peop le  and 

betw een officials and individuals has always been the basis o f  our 

success. Facts prove that the future and destiny o f  a political party 

and governm ent depend on  popular support. I f  we stray from  the 

people and lose their support we will end up in failure. We m ust bear 

in mind the new characteristics and requirem ents for public work in 

the new circumstances. We m ust organize our people, com m unicate 

with them , educate them , serve them , learn from  them , and subject 

ourselves to their oversight. We should always be part o f  the people, 

work for their interests, and m aintain close ties and share good and 

bad times with them. We should draw wisdom and strength from  their 

great practice; deliver m ore concrete services to the people that m eet 

their needs, relieve their burdens and benefit their lives; and put a stop 

to all acts that prejudice their interests. T he 18th N ational Congress 

put forward the idea o f  carrying out an extensive program  throughout 

the Party to  heighten awareness o f  and im plem ent the Party’s mass 

line23, with the focus on  serving the people and staying pragmatic and 

honest. T he CPC Central Com mittee will make specific arrangements 

for this program , and Party committees at all levels should im plem ent 

them , solve pressing problem s o f  m ajor concern to  the people and 

make the program  a success.

It has always been the CPC^ consistent and clear political position 

to com bat corruption, prom ote political integrity and keep the Party 

healthy. Building a fine Party culture and a corruption-free Party is a 

major political issue o f  great concern to  the people. <cW orms can only 

grow in som ething rotten.J,24 In  recent years, long-pent-up problem s 

in some countries have led to resentm ent am ong the people, unrest 

in society and the downfall o f  governm ents, w ith corrup tion  being 

a m ajor culprit. Facts prove that if  corruption  is allowed to  spread, 

it will eventually lead to the destruction o f  a party and the fall o f  a
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governm ent. We m ust keep up ou r vigilance. Serious violations o f  

Party discipline and state laws tha t have occurred  inside our Party 

during the past few years are o f  a vile nature and have produced  

shockingly harm ful political consequences. Party com m ittees at all 

levels m ust firmly oppose and com bat co rrup tion ， and prevent and 

crack dow n on it more effectively to  ensure that all officials are honest 

and upright, governm ents clean and incorruptible, and Com m unists 

o f  political integrity. Officials at all levels, especially high-ranking offi

cials, m ust conscientiously observe the code o f  conduct. They should 

exercise strict self-discipline, strengthen education and restrain their 

family and im m ediate staff. I t  is absolutely im perm issible to abuse 

one^ pow er for personal gain o r to  seek privileges. All violations o f 

Party discipline and state laws m ust be punished w ithout exception, 

and we shall no t be soft in dealing with them.

T he 18th National Congress pointed out that developing Chinese 

socialism  is a long-term  arduous task o f  h istoric  im portance, and 

that we m ust be prepared for a great struggle with many new historic 

features. All Party m em bers m ust make strenuous efforts w ith firm 

conviction and unswervingly develop socialism with Chinese charac

teristics in a pioneering spirit. We m ust keep im proving the practice 

and theory o f  Chinese socialism in line w ith the national features in a 

timely fashion. We m ust bring together and lead the Chinese people 

o f  all ethnic groups in accomplishing goals and tasks for a moderately 

prosperous society in all respects. We m ust continue to  work for the 

three historic missions o f  m oderni2 ation, reunification o f  the m oth

erland, and world peace and the com m on developm ent o f  all nations. 

These are missions o f  historic im portance that have been bestowed 

on our generation o f  Communists, and to  which we m ust dedicate all 

our wisdom and strength.

N o te s

T he Political Bureau o f  the CPC Central Committee holds regular study ses- 

sions. T he sessions are presided over and addressed by the general secretary o f  the
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Central Committee, and attended by all members o f  the Political Bureau. Leaders 

o f  relevant departments, experts and scholars are invited to lecture on econom ics, 

political science, history, culture, social affairs, science and technology, military and 

international affairs.

2 The 18th National Congress o f  the CPC put forward the accomplishment o f  

the goal o f  bringing about a moderately prosperous society in all respects by 2020. 

The main elements o f  the goal are healthy and sustainable econom ic developm ent 

with both the G D P  and per capita incom e for urban and rural residents doubling 

those o f  2010; expanded peopled democracy; significantly improved cultural soft 

power; substantially improved peopled living standards; and major progress in build-

ing a resource-conserving and environmentally friendly society.

3 Hu Jintao, born in 1942, was general secretary o f  the CPC Central Com m it

tee, president o f  the Peopled Republic o f  China, chairman o f  the Central Military 

Commission o f  the CPC, and chairman o f  the Central Military Comm ission o f  the 

Peopled Republic o f  China. He is the principal founder o f  the Scientific O utlook  

on Developm ent.

4 Mao Z edong (1893-1976) was a Marxist, Chinese proletarian revolutionary, 

military strategist and theorist. H e was one o f  the main founders o f  the CPC, the
Chinese P eople’s Liberation Army and the P eop le’s Republic o f  China， and the

leader o f  the Chinese people. He was also the progenitor o f  Mao Zedong Thought.

5 D eng Xiaoping (1904-1997) was a Marxist, Chinese proletarian revolutionary, 

statesman, military strategist and great diplomat. H e was an outstanding leader o f
the CPC, the Chinese People’s Liberation Army and the People’s Republic o f  China.

He was the chief architect o f  China^ socialist reform and opening up and m odern

ization drive, and the main founder o f  D eng Xiaoping Theory.

6 Jiang Zemin, born in 1926, was general secretary o f  the CPC Central Com m it

tee, president o f  the Peopled Republic o f  China, chairman o f  the Central Military 

Commission o f  the CPC, and chairman o f  the Central Military Com m ission o f  the 

Peopled Republic o f  China. H e is the main founder o f  the important thought o f  

the Three Represents.

7 The Four Cardinal Principles refer to the principles o f  adhering to the socialist 

path, the peopled democratic dictatorship, the leadership o f  the CPC, and Marxism- 

Leninism and Mao Z edong Thought. The Four Cardinal Principles are the founda

tion o f  the state, and the political cornerstone for the survival and developm ent o f  

the Party and the state.

8 Marxism is a system o f  theories initiated by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, 

including the scientific worldview, the interpretation o f  social and historical develop

ment, the theory o f  proletarian revolution, and the theory o f  building socialism and 

communism. It is the theoretical basis and guiding thought o f  the working class and 

its political party. Initiated in the 1840s, it was the outcom e o f  intensified capitalist
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conflicts and growing workers* movements. It has three com ponents, namely, Marx

ist philosophy, political econom ics and scientific socialism. In the late 19th century 

and the early 20th century, w hen capitalism entered the stage o f  m onopoly which  

would be imperialism, Vladimir Lenin drew on  the experience o f  the proletarian 

revolution and socialist construction in Russia, and creatively upgraded Marxism to 

a new stage -  Leninism. Since its founding in 1921 the CPC has solemnly marked 

its banner w ith M arxism -Leninism , innovatively applied the basic principles o f  

Marxism-Leninism to the practice o f  Chinese revolution, socialist construction and 

reform, enriched and developed Marxism-Leninism, and generated the theoretical 

fruits o f  sinicized Marxism -  M ao Z edong T hought and the system  o f  theories 

o f  Chinese socialism that both carry on  Marxism-Leninism and advance with the 

times.

9 D en g Xiaoping Theory is an important com ponent o f  the system o f  theories 

o f  Chinese socialism, and the guiding thought o f  the CPC. For the first time, D eng  

Xiaoping Theory systematically answered a series o f  basic questions concerning the 

building o f  socialism in economically and culturally backward China, and the con

solidation and developm ent o f  socialism there. T he principal proponent was D eng  

Xiaoping.

10 The im portant thought o f  the Three Represents is a major com ponent o f  

the system o f  theories o f  Chinese socialism, and the guiding thought o f  the CPC. 

This theory emphasizes that the CPC must always represent the requirements for 

developing China’s advanced productive forces, the orientation o f  China’s advanced 

culture, and the fundamental interests o f  the overwhelming majority o f  the Chinese 

people. T he principal proponent is Jiang Zemin.

11 T he Scientific O utlook on  D evelopm ent is an important com ponent o f  the 

system o f  theories o f  Chinese socialism, and the guiding thought o f  the CPC. It 

gives top priority to developm ent, puts people first aod seeks all-around, balanced 

and sustainable developm ent with a holistic approach. T he principal proponent is 

H u Jintao.

12 See note 8, p. 19.

13 Mao Z edong Thought has always been the fundamental guiding thought o f  

the CPC. It is a series o f  theoretical summarizatdons and conclusions that Chinese 

Com m unists represented by Mao Z edong drew from their unique experiences in 

China^ revolution and development in accordance with the basic tenets o f  Marxism. 

It includes correct theories, principles and systems o f  scientific thinking on China^ 

revolution and development which have been attested by facts. It is the crystallization 

o f  the collective wisdom  o f  the CPC, and the principal proponent is Mao Zedong.

T he fundamental political system refers to the system o f  peopled congresses, 

which is the organizational form o f  the political power o f  the Peopled Republic o f  

China. According to the system, the people elect deputies to the National Peopled
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Congress (NPC) and local peopled congresses that are the organs in which the peo

ple exercise state power. T he N PC  is the highest organ o f  state power, and has the 

right to amend the Constitution, enact laws and decide on  major issues concerning 

the country. Local peopled congresses at all levels are local organs o f  state power, 

which decide on  major issues in their localities within the power bestowed on  them  

by the Constitution and laws.

15 The basic political systems include the system o f  CPC-led multiparty coop 

eration and political consultation, the system o f  regional ethnic autonomy and the 

system o f  community-level self-governance. The system o f  CPC-led multiparty co 

operation and political consultation refers to the system o f  consultation on  political 

matters am ong the CPC, other political parties and personages with no party affilia

tion. The system o f  regional ethnic autonomy refers to the exercise o f  regional au

tonomy in areas inhabited by minority ethnic groups in com pact communities under 

unified state leadership, where autonomy is exercised by organs o f  self-government. 

The system o f  community-level self-governance is a form o f  peopled participation 

in the management o f  state and social affairs. N eighborhood com m ittees and vil-
lage com m ittees set up in urban and rural areas, respectively， are the self-governance

organizations o f  the people in their own residential areas.

16 T he basic econom ic system refers to the econom ic system in which public 

ownership is dominant and diverse forms o f  ownership develop side by side.

17 D eng Xiaoping: 4<Excerpts from Talks Given in Wuchang, Shenzhen, Zhuhai
and Shanghai，’’ 是j y  _D哪  X/.啤/喂  Volume III，Eng. ed.， Foreign Lan-

guages Press, Beijing, 1994, p. 360.

18 The primary stage o f  socialism is a particular historical stage in the building o f  

Chinese socialism. It refers to the historical stage in which China has gradually com e 

out o f  under-development and will have by and large realized socialist moderniza

tion. It will take at least 100 years to take shape from the com pletion o f  the socialist 

transformation o f  the private ownership o f  the means o f  production in the 1950s 

to the com pletion o f  socialist modernization.

19 “O ne central task, two basic points” is the main content o f  the CPC’s basic 

guideline in the primary stage o f  socialism. T he “one central task” refers to eco- 

nomic development, while the “two basic points” are the Four Cardinal Principles

and the reform and opening-up policy.

20 The three-step strategic plan for modernization refers to China^ developm ent 

strategy for realizing initial modernization in three steps. The 13th CPC National 

Congress in 1987 proposed doubling the 1980 G N P  by the end o f  the 1980s and 

ensuring that the people would have adequate food  and clothing as the first step; 

doubling the 1990 G N P  by the end o f  the 20th century and ensuring the people a 

moderately prosperous life as the second step; and increasing the per capita G N P  

level to that o f  moderately developed countries, ensuring the people a relatively af-
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fluent life, and realizing modernization by and large by the middle o f  the 21st cen

tury as the third step.

21 T he ufour tests** refer to the tests o f  exercising governance, carrying out re

form  and opening up, developing the market econom y and responding to external 

development.

22 T he 4<four risks^ refer to the risks o f  inertia, incom petence, being divorced 

from the people, and corruption and other negative phenomena.

23 T he program to heighten awareness o f  and im plem ent the Party^ mass line 

has been carried out throughout the CPC since its 18th National Congress in order 

to maintain the CPC^ advanced nature and purity. The program focuses on  serving 

the people and building a clean government. Priorities are given to leading organs, 

leading groups and leading officials at and above the county level. It aims to enhance 

education o f  all Party members in the Marxist mass viewpoint and the Party^ mass 

line, and solve such problems as going through the m otions, excessive bureaucracy, 

self-indulgence, and extravagance that are o f  grave concern to the people. The cam

paign was launched in late 2013 and has been unfolded in two sessions from the top 

down.

Su Shi: 0 //  力讲/名 Su Shi (1036-1101), also know n as Su
D ongp o , was a famed poet, calligrapher and painter in the Song D ynasty (960- 

1279).

Uphold and Develop Socialism with 
Chinese Characteristics*

January 5, 2 0 1 3

W hich path should we follow? This is the param ount question for 

the future o f  the Party and the success o f  its cause. Socialism with 

Chinese characteristics is the integration o f  the theory o f  scientific 

socialism1 and social developm ent theories o f  Chinese history. Social

ism has taken root in China. It reflects the wishes o f  the people and 

meets the developm ent needs o f  the country  and the times. I t  is a 

sure route to success in building a m oderately prosperous society in 

all respects, in the acceleration o f  socialist m odernization, and in the 

g re a tren ew a lo fth eC h in esen a tio n .

All Party m em bers m ust follow the guidance o f  D eng Xiaoping 

Theory, the  im p o rtan t tho u g h t o f  the T h ree  R epresents and the 

Scientific O utlook  on  D evelopm ent, be firm  in their com m itm ent 

to socialism with Chinese characteristics and to  the Marxist view on 

development, treat practice as the sole criterion for testing truth, and 

applytheirhistoricin itiativeandcreativ ity .

We m ust be clearly aware w hat is changing and w hat rem ains 

constan t in the in ternational, national and Party situations. N ever 

should we hesitate to blaze new trails, bridge rivers, forge ahead with 

determ ination, and audaciously explore new territory. We should have 

the courage and capability to  address pressing  issues in ou r w ork 

and remove doubts in peopled minds, and com e up w ith solutions. 

We should drive reform  and opening up to  a deeper level, make new

* Main points o f the speech at the seminar of the members and alternate members of
the newly-elected Central Committee o f the CPC for implementing the guiding principles of 

the Party’s 18th National Congress.
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discoveries, create new  ideas, achieve new  progress, and p rom ote  

innovation in our theories, practices and systems.

T he guiding principles o f  the Party’s 18th N ational C ongress, 

in essence, boil dow n to upholding and developing socialism w ith 

C hinese characteristics. T he year 2013 is the 31st year since D eng 

Xiaoping put forward the concept o f  building socialism with Chinese 

characteristics. H e provided for the first time clear systematic answers 

to  several basic questions about how  to build, consolidate and develop 

socialism in China, an econom ically and culturally underdeveloped 

country. His answers brought a new perspective to Marxism, opened up 

new realms, and raised the understanding o f  socialism to a new scien

tific level.

Socialism w ith Chinese characteristics is socialism and noth ing  

else. T he basic principles o f  scientific socialism m ust n o t be aban

doned; otherw ise it is n o t socialism. W hat doctrine a coun try  may 

choose is based on w hether it can resolve the historical problem s that 

confron t that country. B oth  history and reality have shown us that 

only socialism can save China and only socialism with Chinese charac- 

teristics can bring developm ent to China. This conclusion is the result 

o f  historical exploration, and the choice o f  the people.

As socialism progresses, our institutions will undoubtedly mature, 

the strengths o f  our system will become self-evident, and our develop

m ent path  will assuredly becom e wider. We m ust have confidence 

in our path, our theory and our system. We m ust be as tenacious as 

bam boo, as described by Z heng Xie: " In  the face o f  all blows, no t 

bending low, it still stands fast. W hether from  east, w est, south  or 

no rth  the wind doth  blast.”2

T he process by which the people build socialism under the lead

ership o f  the Party can be divided into two historical phases — one 

tha t preceded the launch o f  reform  and opening up in 1978, and a 

second that followed on from  that event. T he two phases — at once 

related to  and distinct from  each o ther — are both  pragmatic explora

tions in building socialism conducted by the people under the leader

ship o f  the Party. Chinese socialism was initiated after the launch o f
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reform  and opening up and based on m ore than 20 years o f  develop

ment since the socialist system was established in the 1950s after the 

People’s Republic o f  China (PRC) was founded. A lthough the two 

historical phases are very different in their guiding thoughts, princi

ples, policies, and practical work, they are by no means separated from  

or opposed to each other. We should neither negate the pre-reform - 

and-opening-up phase in com parison w ith the post-reform -and-open- 

ing-up phase, no r the converse. We should adhere to the principles 

o f  seeking tru th  from  facts and distinguishing the trunk  from  the 

branches. We should uphold truth, rectify our errors, draw on  practi

cal experience, and learn lessons. This is the foundation which facili

tates further advance o f  the cause o f  the Party and the people.

Marxism will n o t remain stagnant. I t  will certainly keep up with 

the times, the progress o f  our practice and the advance o f  science. 

Socialism too always advances through practice. Developing Chinese 

socialism  is a g rea t cause. D en g  X iaop ing  clearly defined  som e 

basic thoughts and principles on the subject. T he Central C om m it

tee headed by Jiang Zem in, and later by H u Jintao also added some 

outstanding chapters to it. Now， the job o f  the Com m unists o f  our 

generation is to  continue with this mission.

We m ust adhere to Marxism and socialism from a developmental 

perspective. W ith each step forward we will encounter new situations 

and unfamiliar problems, we will face greater risks and challenges, and 

we will be confronted by the unexpected. We m ust be prepared for 

adversity and danger, even in times o f  prosperity and peace.

We should no t pretend to know w hat we do no t know. We should 

try to put w hat we already know to use, and lose no time in learning 

what we do no t know. We must no t be muddle-headed.

Party members, particularly Party officials, should maintain a firm 

belief in lofty  com m unist ideals, along w ith the com m on ideal o f  

building socialism with Chinese characteristics, and pursue them  with 

dedication.

We m ust be rigorous in im plem enting the Party’s basic lines and 

programs in the prim ary stage o f  socialism, and do all our work well.
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O ur revolutionary ideals are o f  the greatest im portance. A  Party 

m em ber devoid o f  ideals lacks an essential quality — as does one who 

engages in empty talk about lofty ideals w ithout doing anything.

There are objective criteria to  measure w hether Party m em bers or 

Party officials have these high com m unist ideals. Can they stick to the 

basic principle o f  serving the people heart and soul? Can they be the 

first to  bear hardship and the last to enjoy com fort? Can they work 

hard  and rem ain honest and dedicated? A nd can they make every 

possible effort and even lay their lives for the sake o f  their ideals?

Flawed thinking, hedonistic desires, corrupt behavior and passive 

attitudes -  all are at odds with the com m unist ideals.

N o te s

1 Scientific socialism, also known as scientific com m unism , refers to the entire 

thought system o f  Marxism in a broad sense and to one o f  the three major com 

ponents o f  Marxism in a narrow sense. T he latter m eaning is com m only used. 

Founded by Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels in the 1840s, scientific socialism is a 

science that examines the nature, conditions and general purpose o f  the proletariat 

liberation movem ent. It mainly proposes eliminating private ownership and embrac

ing public ownership, vigorously enhancing productivity, generating abundant social 

material wealth, im plem enting planned econom y, and getting rid o f  commercial 

production and exchanges involving money. It endorses the principle o f  uto each 

according to his con trib u tio n ,a n d  predicts that classed and class distinctions will 

disappear, the nation state will gradually vanish, and a community o f  free individuals 

will com e into being.

2 Zheng Xie: Bamboos amid Rocks. Zheng Xie (1693-1765), also known as Zheng  

Banqiao, was a calligrapher and writer in the Q ing Dynasty (1644-1911).

Carry on the Enduring Spirit 
of Mao Zedong Thought*

D e c e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 1 3

The enduring spirit o f  M ao Z edong T hought refers to  the stand, 

view point and m ethod  crystalized in the  T hough t, w hich features 

three basic tenets — seeking tru th  from  facts, the mass line and inde

pendence. In  the new  conditions, we should uphold  and apply the 

enduring spirit o f  M ao Z edong T hought in building our Party and 

advancing the great cause o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics.

As a fundam ental tene t o f  M arxism , seeking tru th  from  facts 

is a basic requirem ent for Chinese C om m unists to  understand and 

transform  the world. I t  is also our P a r ty b a s ic  thinking, working and 

leading approach. We have upheld and should continue to uphold the 

principle o f  proceeding from  reality in everything we do, integrating 

theory with practice, and testing and developing tru th  in practice.

Mao Zedong once said, “ ‘Facts’ are all the things that exist objec

tively, ‘tru th ’ means their internal relations， that is, the laws govern- 

ing them ， and ‘to  seek’ means to  study.’’1 H e also used the m etaphor 

“shooting the arrow at the target，” that is， we should shoot the “arrow” 

o f  Marxism at the “ target” o f  China’s revolution， m odernization drive 

and reform.

To seek tru th  from  facts, we m ust acquire a deep understanding o f 

a m atter as it is, see through the surface into the heart o f  the matter, 

and discover the intricate link betw een m atters am idst fragm ented 

phenomena.

* Part o f the speech at the symposium to commemorate the 120th anniversary of 

Mao Zedong’s birth.
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We should follow objective laws on the basis that we recognize the 

existence o f  a m atter and its developm ent laws. U pholding the princi

ple o f  seeking tru th  from  facts is no t done once and for all. You may 

succeed by following the principle at a certain place and at a certain 

time, bu t that does no t mean that you may succeed again by follow

ing the principle at another place and at another time. T he conclu

sion o r experience drawn at a certain place and at a certain time does 

no t necessarily apply at another place and at another time. We should 

conscientiously strengthen our conviction in seeking tru th  from  facts 

and enhance our ability to  apply it. We should always bear it in mind 

and im plem ent it in our work.

As we stand now, seeking tru th  from facts means that we should 

clearly understand our basic national condition, tha t is, our country 

is still in the primary stage o f  socialism, and will remain so for a long 

time to  come. W hen advancing reform  and developm ent, and form u

lating guidelines and policies, we should do everything in line with 

this basic national condition. Any tendency to  pursue quick success 

regardless o f  objective conditions and timing should be avoided, and 

any outdated or com placent ideas and actions which do no t conform  

to reality, o r which neglect fundam ental changes o f  reality, should be 

corrected w ithout exception.

While seeking tru th  from  facts, we should always uphold the truth 

and correct mistakes for the sake o f  the peopled interest. We should 

be frank, selfless and fearless, courageously speak out tru th  based on 

facts, discover and correct ideological deviations and mistakes in deci

sion-m aking and work as soon as they arise, and discover and solve 

all kinds o f  conflicts and problem s w hen they com e up so as to  make 

our thoughts and acts conform  to objective laws, the requirem ent o f 

the times and the wishes o f  the people.

In  seeking tru th  from  facts, we should prom ote theoretical inno

vation based on practice. T he basic tenets o f  M arxism are universal 

tru th  w ith eternal ideological value. Nevertheless, the classical Marxist 

authors did no t exhaust tru th  bu t blazed a trail to  seek and develop 

truth. Today, new problem s will arise while we adhere to  and develop
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socialism with Chinese characteristics, drive reform  to a deeper level, 

and deal effectively w ith foreseeable and unpredictable difficulties and 

risks on our way ahead. All these things are crying out for new and 

appropriate theoretical solutions. We should review the fresh experi

ence gained by the people under the leadership o f  the Party, constant

ly adapt M arxism  to  C hinese cond itions and make con tem porary  

Marxism shine brighter in China.

The mass line is the Party^ lifeline and fundam ental w ork prin 

ciple. It is a cherished tradition that enables our Party to maintain its 

vitality and com bat capability. We have always been and will always 

be obligated to  do everything in the interests o f  the people and rely 

on their strength, and carry out the principle o f  ''from  the people, to 

the peop le /5 translating the P a r ty p o lic ie s  in to  the peopled consci

entious action and im plem enting  the m ass line in all governm ent 

activities.

The mass line in essence encapsulates the basic tenet o f  M arx

ism that the people are the creators o f  history. We m ust adhere to 

this principle in order to grasp the basic laws governing the advance 

o f  history. We m ust observe these laws so that we can be invincible. 

History has time and again proved that the people are the m ajor force 

behind historical developm ent and social progress. As Mao Zedong 

said， “O nce China’s destiny is in the hands o f  the people，China, like 

the sun rising in the east, will illuminate every corner o f  the land with 

a brilliant flame.’’2

Adhering to the mass line is recognizing that the people are the 

fundam ental force in  deciding o u r future and destiny. T he  strong  

foundation keeping the Party invincible lies in  our adhering to  the 

peopled principal position in the country, and bringing their initiative 

into full play. Before the people, we are always students. T herefore 

we m ust seek advice from  them. We m ust fully respect their wishes, 

experience, rights and role. We should cherish the power conferred on 

us by the people and exercise it discreedy, and welcome their supervi

sion. We should rely closely on them  to create historic achievements, 

so as to make the foundation o f  our Party rock-solid.
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Adhering to the mass line means following the fundam ental tenet 

o f  serving the people wholeheartedly.

‘‘D ecrees may be follow ed if  they are in  accordance w ith  the 

aspirations o f  the people; they may be ineffective if  they are against 

the aspirations o f  the people.’’3 Serving the people wholeheartedly is 

the fundam ental purpose and outcom e o f  all the work o f  the Party, 

and a symbol that distinguishes our Party from  all o ther parties. The 

supreme criterion for all Party actions is that it serves the interests o f 

the great majority o f  the people. T he effectiveness o f  all our work 

should ultimately be m easured by the real benefits the people have 

reaped, by the im provem ent in their lives and by how well their rights 

and interests are protected. Their expectation for a better life does not 

allow us to be com placent o r slack, bu t requires us to  work harder to 

enable everyone to  share m ore fruits o f  developm ent in a fairer way 

and move steadily towards com m on prosperity.

A dhering to the mass line means m aintaining close ties between 

the Party and the people. T he suprem e political advantage o f  our 

Party  is its close ties w ith the people, and the b iggest danger for 

a ru ling party  is for it to  becom e divorced from  the people. M ao 

Z edong said, <cWe Com m unists are like seeds, and the people are like 

the soil. W herever we go, we m ust unite w ith the people, take roo t 

and blossom  am ong them .,j4 All Party m em bers should bear in mind 

the concept o f  people first and the mass line, and pu t them  into prac

tice. We should do our utm ost to  solve problem s within the Party and 

especially those the people are particularly dissatisfied w ith, so that 

our Party can always have their trust and support.

A dhering to  the mass line means asking the people to  judge our 

work. “ It is the people w ho know w hether a decree is good o r not.’’5 

T he future and destiny o f  any political party  is determ ined  by the 

popular support for it. Popular support is w hat we draw our strength 

from. T he num ber o f  Party m em bers is small com pared to  that o f  

the people. T he grand goal o f  our Party can never be realized w ith

ou t popular support. I t  is n o t up to  us to  judge ou r Party^ gover

nance capacity o r perform ance; they m ust and can only be judged
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by the people, the suprem e and ultim ate judge o f  the PartyJs work. 

I f  we are pretentious and divorce ourselves from  the people or put 

ourselves above them , we will surely be abandoned by them. This is 

the case for any party, and is an iron law which admits o f  no excep

tion.

Independence is an inevitable conclusion drawn by our Party from 

China^ reality, after going through the stages o f  revolution, devel

opm ent and reform  by relying on the strength o f  the Party and the 

people. We should always rely on ourselves w hen seeking our national 

developm ent and defending our national pride and confidence, and 

resolutely follow our own road now and in the future as we did in the 

past.

Independence is a fine tradition  o f  the C hinese nation and an 

essential principle for building the Party and the PRC. T he reality and 

the m ission to  carry ou t revolution and developm ent in China, an 

Eastern country with a large population and backward economy, have 

determ ined that we have no other choice bu t to  follow our own path.

Boasting a vast land o f  9.6 m illion sq km, a rich cultural heri

tage and a strong bond am ong the 1.3 billion Chinese people, we are 

resolved to go our own way. We have a big stage to display our advan

tages on, a long and rich history to draw benefit from, and a powerful 

impetus to push us ahead. We Chinese people -  every single one o f  

us — should draw confidence from  this.

Adhering to independence means that Chinese affairs must be dealt 

with and decided by the Chinese people themselves. There is no such 

thing in the world as a development model that can be applied univer

sally, nor is there any development path that remains carved in stone. 

The diversity o f  historical conditions determ ines the diversity o f  the 

development paths chosen by various countries. In  the whole history 

o f  mankind, no nation or state has ever been able to rise to power and 

rejuvenate itself by relying solely on external forces or blindly follow

ing others; doing so inevitably leads to failure o r subservience.

O ur Party has always independently explored its own developm ent 

path while leading revolution, developm ent and reform . This spirit o f
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independent exploration and practice, and the confidence and deter

m ination to  stick to its own road is the bedrock o f  all the theories and 

practice o f  our Party, and the guarantee that our Party and people will 

go from  victory to  victory.

A dhering  to  independence  m eans tha t we will firm ly take the 

socialist path  w ith Chinese characteristics. We will n o t take the old 

path  o f  a rigid closed-door policy, no r an erroneous path  by aban

don ing  socialism . We should  enhance  o u r political faith  and our 

confidence in the path, theories and systems o f  Chinese socialism. 

We should expand this path, enrich these theories and improve these 

systems through comprehensive reform  and in response to  changing 

conditions and tasks. We should m odesdy draw on  the achievements 

o f  all o ther cultures, bu t never forget our own origin. We m ust not 

blindly copy the developm ent m odels o f  o ther countries nor accept 

their dictation.

Adhering to independence requires us to uphold our independent 

foreign policy o f  peace, and follow the path o f  peaceful development. 

We should hold high the banner o f  peace, developm ent, cooperation 

and benefit for all, m aintain friendly relations w ith o ther countries 

on  the basis o f  the Five Principles o f  Peaceful Coexistence6, conduct 

exchanges and cooperation with o ther countries on  the basis o f  equal

ity and mutual benefit, staunchly safeguard world peace, and prom ote 

com m on developm ent. We should take our^positions and make our 

policies on  issues on their own m erits, uphold  fairness and justice， 
respect the right o f  each people in deciding its own developm ent path 

independently, and never force our will upon others no r allow anyone 

to im pose theirs upon us. We stand for peaceful resolutions to  inter

national disputes, oppose all form s o f  hegem ony and power politics, 

and never seek hegem onism  nor engage in expansion. We will reso

lutely defend our sovereignty, security and developm ent interests. N o 

country should assume that we will trade away our core interests, nor 

will we accept anything that harm s our sovereignty, security or devel

opm ent interests.
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Achieving Rejuvenation 
Is the Dream of the Chinese People*

N ovem ber 2 9 , 2 0 1 2

The exhibition “T he Road to Rejuvenation” is about the past，pres- 

ent and future o f  the Chinese nation, and it is a highly educational and 

inspiring one. In  the old days, the Chinese people went through hard

ships as grueling as ^storm ing an iron-wall pass/51 Its sufferings and 

sacrifices in m odern times were rarely seen in the history o f  the world. 

However, we Chinese never yielded. We waged indomitable struggles 

and succeeded in  becom ing  m asters o f  o u r ow n destiny. Im bued  

w ith the national spirit o f  patrio tism , we have launched the great 

cause o f  building the country. Today, the Chinese nation is undergo

ing profound changes, like <£seas becom ing m ulberry fields/52 Having 

reviewed our historical experience and m ade painstaking efforts to 

probe our way forward in the past 30 years and more since the reform  

and opening-up process was started, we have finally embarked on  the 

right path to achieve the rejuvenation o f the Chinese nation and made 

impressive achievements in this pursuit. This path is one for building 

socialism with Chinese characteristics. In  the future, the Chinese nation 

will ctforge ahead like a gigantic ship breaking through strong winds and 

heavy waves.J,3 O ur struggles in the over 170 years since the O pium  

War4 have created bright prospects for achieving the rejuvenation o f  the 

Chinese nation. We are now closer to this goal, and we are more confi- 

dent and capable o f  achieving it than at any other time in history.

Reviewing the past, all Party m em bers m ust bear in m ind tha t 

backwardness left us vulnerable to attack, whereas only developm ent 

makes us strong.

* Speech made when visiting the exhibition “The Road to Rejuvenation.”
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Looking at the present, all Party m em bers m ust bear in m ind that 

the path we take determ ines our destiny and that we m ust resolutely 

keep to the right path that we have found through great difficulties.

Looking ahead at the future, all Party m em bers m ust bear in mind 

that we still have a long way to  go and much hard work to do before 

we can turn  our blueprint into reality.

Everyone has an ideal, am bition and dream. We are now  all talking 

about the Chinese Dream . In  my opinion, achieving the rejuvenation 

o f  the Chinese nation has been the greatest dream  o f  the Chinese 

people since the advent o f  m odern times. This dream  em bodies the 

long-cherished hope o f  several generations o f  the Chinese people, 

gives expression to the overall interests o f  the Chinese nation and the 

Chinese people, and represents the shared aspiration o f  all the sons 

and daughters o f  the Chinese nation.

H istory shows that the future and destiny o f  each and every one 

o f  us are closely linked to those o f  our country and nation. O ne can 

do well only w hen one’s country  and nation do well. Achieving the 

rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation is b o th  a glorious and arduous 

mission that requires the dedicated efforts o f  the Chinese people one 

generation after another. E m pty talk harm s the country, while hard 

work makes it flourish. O ur generation o f  Com m unists should draw 

on past progress and chart a new course for the future. We should 

streng then  Party  building, rally all the so n s5and daughters o f  the 

Chinese nation around us in a com m on effort to  build our country 

and develop our nation, and continue to  boldly advance towards the 

goal o f  the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation.

I firmly believe that the goal o f  bringing about a moderately pros

perous society in all respects can be achieved by 2021, w hen the CPC 

celebrates its centenary; the goal o f  building China in to  a m odern  

socialist coun try  tha t is p rosperous, strong, dem ocratic, culturally 

advanced and harm onious can be achieved by 2049, w hen the PUC 

marks its centenary; and the dream  o f  the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese 

nation will then be realized.
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Address to the First Session 
of the 12th National People’s Congress

M arch 17, 2 0 1 3

Fellow deputies,

This session has elected me president o f  the Peopled Republic 

o f  China, and I wish to express my heartfelt thanks to  you and the 

people o f  all ethnic groups for your trust in me.

I am  keenly aware th a t the presidency entails b o th  a glorious 

m ission and im portan t responsibilities. I will faithfully perfo rm  the 

duties vested in me by the Constitution, be loyal to  the country and 

the people, fulfill all my duties, dedicate m yself to  public service, 

advance the interests o f  the people and the country, subject myself 

to  public oversight, and live up to the trust you and the people o f  all 

ethnic groups in China have placed in me.

Fellow deputies,

T he Peopled Republic o f  China has a splendid history. Led by the 

first generation o f  the Party^ collective central leadership w ith Mao 

Zedong as the core, the second generation o f  collective central lead

ership w ith D eng Xiaoping as the core, the third generation o f  collec

tive central leadership w ith Jiang  Z em in as the  core, and the CPC 

Central Com m ittee with H u Jin tao  as general secretary, the Chinese 

people o f  all ethnic groups have, m aking unrem itting  e ffo rts  one 

generation after another, surm ounted all difficulties and obstacles on 

our way ahead, and made world-renowned achievements.

Today, our Peopled Republic stands proud and firm  in the East. 

W ith his rich political vision， outstanding leadership and dedica- 

tion, Com rade H u Jintao made remarkable achievements in uphold

ing and building socialism with Chinese characteristics during his ten

40

A d d r e s s  to  th e  F i r s t  S e s s io n  o f  th e  1 2 th  N a t i o n a l  P e o p le d  C o n g r e s s 41

years in office as Chinese president, and he w on the heartfelt love o f  

the Chinese people o f  all ethnic groups and wide acclaim from  all 

over the world. We express our sincere gratitude and great respect to 

him.

Fellow deputies,
The Chinese nation has an unbroken history o f  m ore than 5,000 

years o f  civilization. I t has created a rich and profound culture and 

has made an unforgettable contribu tion  to  the  progress o f  hum an 

civilization. O ver the course o f  several thousand  years, w hat have 

closely bound us together, the 56 ethnic groups o f  China5s 1.3-billion- 

plus people, are our indomitable struggles, the beautiful hom eland we 

have built together and the national spirit we have nurtured together. 

Running th rough  this history, m ost im portantly, are the ideals and 

vision that we share and hold dear.

Realizing the goals o f  building a moderately prosperous society in 

all respects and a m odern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, 

dem ocratic, culturally advanced and harm onious, and the C hinese 

Dream  o f the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation means that we will 

make China prosperous and strong, rejuvenate the nation, and bring 

happiness to the Chinese people. They bo th  em body the ideals o f  the 

Chinese people today and represent our forefathersJ glorious tradition 

o f  untiring pursuit o f  progress.

Facing the m ighty tide o f  the  times and the great expectations 

o f  the people for a better life, we m ust no t becom e com placent or 

slacken o ff  in the slightest. We m ust redouble our efforts and forge 

ahead relentlessly to advance the cause o f  building Chinese socialism 

and endeavor to  realize the Chinese D ream  o f  the rejuvenation o f  the 

Chinese nation.

- To realize the  C hinese D ream , we m ust take ou r ow n path , 

which is the path  o f  building socialism w ith Chinese characteristics. 

It is no t an easy path. We are able to em bark on this path thanks to 

the great endeavors o f  reform  and opening up made in the past 30 

years and m ore, the continuous quest made in the 60-plus years o f  

the PRC, a thorough review o f  the evolution o f  the Chinese nation
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in  its 170-plus years o f  m odern  history, and carrying forw ard the 

5,000-plus years o f  Chinese civilization. This path  is deeply rooted in 

history and broadly based on C hina’s present realities. T he Chinese
nation has extraordinary capabilities, w ith which it has built the great 

Chinese civilization and w ith which we can expand and stay on the

d e v e l o p m e n t  p a t h  s u i t e d  t o  C h i n a ’s n a t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e  p e o p le

o f  all e thn ic  g roups in C hina should  have full confidence  in the 

pa th , theory  and system o f  socialism w ith C hinese characteristics, 

and steadfasdy forge ahead along the correct Chinese path.

- To realize the Chinese D ream , we m ust foster the Chinese spirit. 

I t  is the national spirit w ith patriotism  at its core, and it is the spirit o f  

the times with reform  and innovation at its core. This spirit unites the 

people and pools their strength, and it is the source for rejuvenating

a n d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y .  P a t r i o t i s m  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  t h e  i n n e r

force that binds the Chinese nation together, and reform  and innova

tion have always been the inner force that spurs us to keep abreast o f 

the times in the course o f  reform  and opening up. O ur people o f  all 

ethnic groups m ust foster the great national spirit and follow the call 

o f  the times, strengthen our inner bond  o f  unity and perseverance, 

and vigorously march towards the future.

—To realize the Chinese D ream , we m ust pool C hina^ strength, 

tha t is, the strength o f  great unity am ong the people o f  all ethnic 

groups. T he Chinese D ream  is the dream  o f  ou r nation and every 

Chinese. As long as we close ranks and pursue this com m on dream 

with great determ ination, we can create enorm ous strength to achieve 

it and enjoy vast space for each and every one o f  us to  fulfill our own 

dreams. All the Chinese w ho live in our great country in this great age 

share the opportunity  to pursue excellence, realize our dream s, and 

develop ourselves along with our country. W ith a dream, opportuni

ties and efforts, all beautiful things can be created. We the people o f 

all ethnic groups in China should bear our mission in m ind and make 

concerted efforts to turn  the wisdom  and strength o f  our 1.3 billion 
people into an invincible force.

T he C hinese D ream  is, in the final analysis, the dream  o f  the
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people; so we m ust rely firmly on  them  to  realize it, and we m ust 

steadily deliver benefits to them.
W e  m ust uphold at the same time the leadership o f  the Party， the

position o f  the people as masters o f  their own destiny, and the rule 

o f law, maintain the principal position o f  the people, expand peopled 

democracy, and p rom ote  law-based governance. We should uphold
a n d  improve the system o f  people’s congresses as China’s fundamental

political system and the basic political systems o f  multi-party coopera

tion and political consultation under the leadership o f  the CPC, o f  

regional ethnic autonomy, and o f  community-level self-governance. 

We should build a service-oriented, accountable, law-based and clean 

government, and fully motivate the people.

We should be guided by the strategic thinking that only develop

m ent will make a difference, and steadfastly take econom ic develop

m ent as the central task. We should comprehensively prom ote socialist 

economic, political, social and ecological advancement, further reform  

and opening up, b o o st balanced developm ent, and continue to  lay 

a solid m aterial and cultural foundation  fo r realizing the C hinese 

Dream.
We should always bear the peopled aspirations in m ind and be 

responsive to their expectations, ensure their equal rights to  partici

pate in governance and develop themselves, and uphold social fairness 

and justice. We should make steady progress in ensuring that all the 

people enjoy the rights to  education, employm ent, medical and old- 

age care, and housing; and we should continue to fulfill, uphold and 

develop the fundam ental interests o f  all the people. All these efforts 

will enable our people to  share fully and fairly the benefits o f  devel

opm ent and move steadily towards shared prosperity on the basis o f 

continued econom ic and social development.

We should consolidate and develop the broadest possible patri

o tic  U n ited  F ro n t, s tren g th en  ou r P arty5s un ity  and coop era tio n  

w ith  o th e r political parties and personages w ith o u t party  affilia

tion, consolidate and develop socialist ethnic relations o f  equality, 

unity, m utual assistance and harm ony, give full play to  the positive
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role tha t religious figures and believers play in prom oting  econom ic 

and social developm ent, and do our u tm ost to  rally all the possible 
forces around us.

Fellow deputies,

c<O ne m ust both have great am bition and make tireless efforts to 

achieve great exploits.>,1 China is still in the prim ary stage o f  social

ism and will remain so for a long time to  come. There is still much 

to do and a long way to  go before we can realize the Chinese Dream  

and create a better life for all our people, so every one o f  us should 

continue working towards this goal as hard as possible.

W orkers, fa rm ers  and  in te lle c tu a ls  th ro u g h o u t th e  c o u n try  

should give full rein to  their talents, w ork diligently, and play a key 

ro le  in  p ro m o tin g  econom ic  and  social d evelopm en t. A ll fu n c 

tio n a rie s  sh o u ld  selflessly  act in  th e  pub lic  in te re s t, be  h o n e s t 

and industrious, show  concern  fo r p rob lem s encoun tered  by the 

p eo p le , and  deliver p rac tica l serv ices to  them . A ll o ffice rs  and

m en  o f  th e  P eo p le ’s L ib e ra tio n  A rm y  and  th e  P e o p le ’s A rm ed
Police Force  shou ld  strive to  bu ild  pow erfu l a rm ed  fo rces th a t 

follow the com m and o f  the Party, are able to  win battles and have 

fine con d u ct. T hey  shou ld  becom e b e tte r  able to  p e rfo rm  the ir 

m ission, steadfastly uphold  C hina5s sovereignty, security and devel

opm en t in terests, and resolutely p ro tec t the lives and p roperty  o f  

the people. All the people w orking in  the non-public sector o f  the 

econom y and from  new  social g roups should  p ro m o te  creativity 

and en trepreneurship  through hard work, give back to  society w hat 

they have gained from  it, bring benefits to  the people, and becom e 

actively involved in building socialism w ith Chinese characteristics. 

Y oung peop le  should aim high, acquire m ore know ledge, tem per 

their will, and make their form ative years richly rew arding ones in 
an era o f  progress.

O ur com patriots in the special adm inistrative regions o f  H ong  

K ong and M acao should pu t the overall interests o f  the country and 

their regions first, and uphold and prom ote long-term  prosperity and 

stability in H ong K ong and Macao. O ur com patriots in Taiwan and
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on the m ainland should join hands in supporting, m aintaining and 

prom oting  the peaceful grow th  o f  cross-Straits relations, im prov 

ing the peopled lives on  bo th  sides o f  the Taiwan Straits, and creat

ing a new future for the Chinese nation. O verseas Chinese should 

carry forward the Chinese nationJs fine traditions o f  diligence and 

kindness, and con tribu te  to  the developm ent o f  the coun try  and 

friendship betw een the Chinese people and the people in their host 

countries.
We Chinese are peace-loving people. We will uphold the principle 

o f  peace, development, cooperation and mutual benefit, stay firm  in 

pursuing peaceful developinent, resolutely follow a mutually beneficial 

strategy o f  opening up, and continue to prom ote friendship and coop

eration with o ther countries. We will fulfill our international responsi

bilities and obligations, and continue to  work w ith the peoples o f  all 

o ther countries to  advance the lofty cause o f  peace and developm ent 

o f mankind.

Fellow deputies,
T he CPC is the  central force for leading and bringing together 

people o f  all ethnic groups in advancing the great cause o f  building 

Chinese socialism. It shoulders a historical mission and faces the tests 

o f  our times. We m ust uphold the principles that the Party was found

ed for the public good, that it exercises state pow er for the people, 

and that it should supervise its own conduct and operate under strict 

discipline. We m ust strengthen Party building in all respects, steadily 

im prove the Party5s art o f  leadership and governance, and make it 

better able to  fight corrup tion , prevent degeneration and w ard o ff  

risks. All our Party members, leading officials in particular, should be 

firm  in our belief, always place the people above all else in our hearts 

and carry forward the Party^ fine traditions and conduct. We should 

firmly oppose going through the m otions, excessive bureaucracy, self- 

indulgence, and extravagance, resolutely com bat corruption and other 

m isconduct, preserve C om m unists, political integrity, and dedicate 

ourselves to  the cause o f  the Party and the people.

Fellow deputies,
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Achieving great goals requires perseverance. AU poUtical parties, 

organizations, ethnic groups, social groups and people from  aU walks' 

o f  life in China should rally m ore closely around the CPC Central 

Committee, comprehensively im plem ent the guiding principles o f  the 

Party's 18th National Congress, foUow the guidance o f  D eng Xiaoping 

Theory, the  im p o rtan t th o u g h t o f  the T h ree  R epresents and the 

Scientific O utlook on D evelopm ent. We should remain m odest and 

prudent, w ork hard, and forge ahead with determ ination to  achieve 

new and bigger victories in realizing a moderately prosperous society 

in aU respects and accelerating sociaHst m odernization, and thus make 
new and bigger contribution to  mankind.

N o te s

The Book of History {Shang Shu), a collection o f  documents and speeches by rul

ers o f  the Shang (c. 1600-1046 BC) and Zhou (1046-256 BC) dynasties.

Hard Work Makes Dreams Come True*

April 28, 2013

We have set the goals o f  com pleting the building o f  a moderately 

prosperous society in all respects by the centenary o f  the CPC in 2021 

and building China into a m odern socialist country that is prosperous, 

strong, democratic, culturally advanced, and harm onious by the cente

nary o f  the PRC in 2049 so as to  realize the Chinese D ream  o f  the 

rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation.

A lthough the way ahead is rugged  and the tasks o f  achieving 

reform , developm ent and stability are arduous, we are confident in 

our future. The working class o f  our country m ust play an exemplary 

and leading role in taking the Chinese path , fostering the Chinese 

spirit and building up China’s strength, and make concerted efforts to 

realize the Chinese Dream.

People make history, and w ork creates the future. W ork is the 

fundamental force driving the progress o f  hum an society. Happiness 

does not fall from  the sky, nor do dreams com e true automatically. To 

achieve our goals and create a bright future we m ust rely closely on 

the people, always act in their interests, and w ork in an industrious, 

honest and creative way. We often say, “Em pty talk harm s the coun- 

try, while hard work makes it flourish.” This means we m ust first get 

down to work.

As we forge ahead, we m ust give full rein to the vital role o f  the 

working class and its historical initiative, and arouse its m otivation for 

work and creation.

F irst, we m ust m ake sure th a t the  w ork ing  class is o u r m ain 

force. The working class is China’s leading class; it represents China’s

* Part o f the speech at a discussion session with national model workers.
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advanced productive forces and relations o f  p roduction ; it is our 

Party’s m ost steadfast and reliable class foundation; and it is the main 

force for realizing a moderately prosperous society in all respects, and 

upholding and building socialism with Chinese characteristics.

Since the introduction o f  the reform  and opening-up policy more 

than 30 years ago, our working class has been growing and improving, 

and its structure becom ing better. It has taken on a new look, and its 

advanced nature has been strengthened. To uphold and build Chinese 

socialism in the future, we m ust rely wholeheartedly on the working 

class， enhance its position as China’s leading class, and give full play to 
its role as our main force. Relying fully on the working class is no t just 

a slogan or label; rather, we should rely on it in the whole process o f  

form ulating Party and governm ent policies, and im plem ent it in our 

work, as well as in all aspects o f  production and operation o f  enter

prises.

Second, we m ust rely firmly on the working class to build social

ism w ith Chinese characteristics. Chinese socialism is w hat we m ust 

pu rsue  i f  we are to  achieve d ev e lo p m en t and m ake p ro g ress  in  

contem porary China, realize the Chinese D ream  and create a bright 

future for C hina^ w orking class. C hinese workers should enhance 

their sense o f  historical mission and responsibility, do their jobs well, 

and keep the country’s overall interests in mind. They should pursue 
their ideals o f  life and work for the wellbeing o f  their families while 

working to  make the country prosperous and strong, and rejuvenate 

the nation. They should pursue bo th  their personal aspirations and 

the Chinese Dream , and, as the masters o f  the country, contribute to 

upholding and building socialism with Chinese characteristics.

T he working class should have a firm  belief in the vision o f  social

ism w ith Chinese characteristics, closely follow the Party, resolutely

support the socialist system, reform  and opening up， and be the main-
stay o f  upholding the Chinese path. T he working class should prac

tice the core socialist values1, give full play to its own great strengths, 

influence and lead the whole o f  society with its vision and exemplary 

actions, infuse new energy into the Chinese spirit and be a m odel o f
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fostering the Chinese spirit. T he Chinese working class should take 

it as its mission to  rejuvenate the nation, unleash its great creativity, 

carry forward its glorious tradition o f  acting in the overall interests o f  

the country, maintain political stability and unity, and remain the core 

force for building up China’s strength.

Third, we m ust continue to respect work and make all those who 

work enjoy happiness. W ork is the source o f  wealth and happiness. 

To realize beautiful dreams, solve difficulties ham pering development, 

and be successful in life, one m ust do honest work. W ork has shaped 

the Chinese nation and its glorious history, and it is work tha t will 

shape its bright future. uThere is nothing that cannot be accomplished 

through hard w o rk /5 We m ust be firm  in the belief that work is w hat
is m ost honorable， m ost sublime， m ost magnificent and m ost beauti-

ful; and we should spur the enthusiasm for work o f  all the people and 

release their creative potential to create a better life through work.

T h e  w hole  o f  society should  follow  the  im p o rtan t policy o f  

respecting work, knowledge, talent and creation, uphold and develop 

the interests o f  people w ho work, and protect their rights. We should
uphold  social fairness and justice， rem ove obstacles tha t p reven t

workers from  participating in developm ent and sharing in the benefits 

o f  development, and ensure that workers have decent working condi

tions and achieve all-round development. The whole o f  society should 

love work, be diligent and guard against indolence.

Fourth, we m ust emulate m odel workers. T he power o f  a good 

example is enorm ous. M odel workers are the cream  o f  the country 

and role models for the people. O ver the years, m odel workers have 

made extraordinary achievements out o f  ordinary work. They have 

nurtured the ethos o f  the m odel workers, namely, dedication to  work, 

striving for excellence, working hard, being bold in innovating, no t 

being lured by fame and wealth, and being ready to  make sacrifices. 

This has enriched the ethos o f  our nation and the times, and becom e 

an invaluable source o f  inspiration.

To m eet ou r developm ent goals, we m ust enrich ourselves no t 

only materially b u t culturally and ethically as well. T he  people o f
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all ethnic groups in the country  should learn from  m odel workers, 

follow their examples and, w ith a sense o f  urgency, strive to realize 

the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation. M odel workers and other role 

m odels should cherish the h o no r conferred  upon  them  and deliver 

an even better perform ance. They should be dedicated to  work and 

m ake selfless con trib u tio n , and becom e pacesetters, having  firm  

vision and conviction, working hard and prom oting unity. Workers in 

China today should have n o t only strength, bu t also vision, expertise, 

and the capability to  invent and innovate, so that they can create with 

action a splendid China. Party com m ittees, governm ents and trade 

unions at all levels should value the role o f  m odel workers, care for 

them , support them  in playing their key role, help them  solve all the 

difficulties they encounter in w ork and life, and widely publicize their 

exemplary deeds, so as to  prom ote the ethos o f  m odel workers.

B oth the Party and workers place high hopes on the trade unions. 

The Chinese trade unions are workers, organizations under the leader

ship o f  the CPC, and they serve as bridges through which the Party 

maintains contact w ith workers. They are an im portan t social pillar 

suppo rting  the governm ent in o u r socialist country. T he  path  for 

developing trade unions w ith Chinese characteristics is an im portant 

part o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics; it represents the nature 

and features o f  trade unions, and is an im portan t guarantee for the 

trade unions to  stay on  the right track o f  developm ent. We should 

keep to  this path and steadily widen it.

Tim es keep changing, and innovation is a regular feature o f  our 

m ission. Likewise, the trade unions should keep developing them 

selves and make innovations in their work. We should, adapting to the 

times and social changes, develop good and effective working m eth

ods to  make workers feel that the trade unions are their c<hom es,J and

trade union officials are their “ family m em bers” w hom  they can turn
to for help. We should make providing dedicated services to  people 

as the starting po in t and goal o f  all the w ork o f  the trade unions, 

w ork fo r them  heart and soul, heed their views, upho ld  the legiti

mate rights and interests o f  workers, including rural m igrant workers,
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provide them  w ith voluntary services， help solve problem s they face

in a dow n-to-earth m anner, and prom ote harm onious socialist work 

relations. We need to pay close attention to  the diversified dem ands 

o f people w ho work, unleash the potential for their career develop

ment, and strive to  train large num bers o f  high-caliber people w ho 

are know ledgeable, have a good  com m and o f  technical expertise, 

and are innovative. Party com m ittees and governm ents at all levels 

should strengthen and improve their leadership over the trade unions, 

support them  in their work, and provide m ore resources and means to 

them so that they are better able to perform  their functions.

A journey o f  one thousand miles begins w ith a single step. There 

is a bright future for our country, bu t reaching it will no t be easy. We 

cannot accomplish our goal w ith one single effort, nor can we real

ize our dream overnight. Every accom plishm ent in the world is hard- 

won. The m ore beautiful the future, the harder we m ust work for it.
H ard work will overcome difficulties and make one’s dream  come

true. We should endeavor to  foster throughout society the work ethic 

o f  being dow n-to -earth  and diligent. Leading officials at all levels 

should foster the ethos o f  m odel workers. They should pursue realis

tic policies, boost morale and handle things in a pragmatic way. They 

should no t be pretentious o r just pursue image-building accomplish

m ents, and they should firmly oppose going through the m otions, 

excessive bureaucracy, self-indulgence, and extravagance, which both  

governm ent officials and the public detest. T hey should lead the 

people by example and deliver a good perform ance in all their work.

I firm ly believe th a t under the leadership o f  the  CPC C entral 

Com m ittee and w ith the concerted efforts o f  the Chinese w orking 

class and all o ther w orkers and the people o f  all ethnic g roups in 

China, we can certainly create an even brighter future and realize the 

Chinese D ream  o f  the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation.
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N o te s

1 The core socialist values are prosperity, democracy, civility, harmony, freedom, 

equality, justice, the rule o f  law, patriotism, dedication, integrity and friendship. They 

first appeared in the political report delivered in N ovem ber 2012 to the 18th CPC 

National Congress, titled ^Firmly March on  the Path o f  Socialism  w ith Chinese 

Characteristics and Strive to Com plete the Building o f  a Moderately Prosperous 

Society in All Respects.”

Realize Youthful Dreams*

May 4, 2013

The 18th CPC N ational Congress put forward a m aster blueprint 

for completing the building o f  a moderately prosperous society in all 

respects and accelerating socialist m odernization, and it issued a call 

for achieving the Two Centenary G oals1. We made clear our desire to 

realize the Chinese D ream  o f the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation 

in accordance w ith the guiding principles o f  the Congress. A t present, 

all are discussing the Chinese D ream  and thinking about how it relates 

to them  and w hat they need to  do to  reali2 e it.

- T he Chinese D ream  pertains to  the past and the present, bu t 

also the future. It is the crystallization o f  the tireless efforts o f  count

less people w ith lofty ideals, embraces the yearnings o f  all the sons 

and daughters o f  the Chinese nation, and reveals the prospect o f  a 

bright future, w hen our country will be prosperous and strong, the 

nation will be rejuvenated, and the people will enjoy a happy life.

- The Chinese D ream  is the dream o f  the country and the nation, 

but also o f  every ordinary Chinese. O ne can do well only w hen oneJs 

coun try  and nation  do well. O nly if  everyone strives for a be tte r 

tom orrow  can our efforts be aggregated into a powerful force to real

ize the Chinese Dream .

- The Chinese D ream  is ours, bu t also yours, the younger genera

tion. The great renewal o f  the Chinese nation will eventually becom e 

a reality in the course o f  the successive efforts o f  the youth.

D uring  all periods o f  revolution, construction  and reform , the 

Party has always valued, cared about and trusted  young people, and 

placed great expectations on  the younger generations. T he  Party

* Part o f the speech to outstanding young representatives from all walks o f life.
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believes that young people represent the future o f  our country and 

the hope o f  our nation, regards them  as a vital contingent for the 

cause o f  the Party and the people, and always encourages them  to 

realize their ideals in the great struggle o f  the people.

Today, we are closer than at any time in history to  attaining the 

goal o f  the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation, and we have greater 

confidence in and capability for achieving this goal than ever before. 

“T he last one ten th  o f  the journey dem ands half the effort.’’2 The 

closer we are to achieving the goal o f  the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese 

nation, the m ore we should redouble our efforts and no t slacken our 

pace， and the m ore we m ust mobilize all young people to this end.

L ooking ahead, we can see th a t ou r younger generation  has a 

prom ising future, and will accom plish much. I t is a law o f  history 

tha t <cthe waves o f  the Yangtze River from  behind  drive on  those 

aheadZ， and it is the responsibility o f  young people to surpass their 

elders. Young people need to boldly assume the heavy responsibilities 

that the times im pose on you, aim high, be practical and realistic, and 

pu t your youthful dream s in to  action in the course o f  realizing the 

Chinese D ream  o f the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation.

First, young people m ust be firm  in your ideals and convictions. 

<fO ne m ust b o th  have great am bition  and make tireless effo rts to 

achieve great exploits/53 Ideals provide direction in life, and convic

tions determ ine the success o f  a cause. W ithout ideals and convictions 

one’s spirit becomes weak• 丁he Chinese D ream  is the com m on ideal 

o f  the people o f  all ethnic groups, and a lofty ideal that young people 

should harbor. Socialism w ith Chinese characteristics is the correct 

path for leading the people in realizing the Chinese D ream  that the 

Party articulated after untold hardships, and all young people should 

firmly adopt it as a guideline for your lives.

Y oung people should  guide your actions w ith  D eng  X iaoping 

Theory , the  im p o rtan t th o u g h t o f  the  T h ree  R epresents and the 

Scientific O utlook on Developm ent; base your ideals and convictions 

on  the rational recognition and acceptance o f  scientific theories, on 

a correct understanding o f  the laws o f  history, and on  an accurate
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understanding o f  the basic national conditions; keep enhancing your 

confidence in the Chinese path, theories and system; have m ore faith 
in the Party’s leadership; and always follow the Party in upholding 

Chinese socialism.

Second, young people m ust have professional competence. Learn

ing is necessary for grow th and progress, while practice is the way to 

improve competence. T he qualities and com petence o f  young people 

will have a direct influence on the course o f  realizing the Chinese 

D ream . T here  is an ancient Chinese saying, ''L earn ing  is the bow, 

while com petence is the arrow /54 This means that the foundation o f  

learning is like a bow, while com petence is like an arrow; only with 
rich knowledge can one give full play to  one’s com petence. Young 

people are in the prim e tim e o f  learning. You should regard learn

ing as a top priority, a responsibility, a m oral support and a lifestyle. 

You should establish a conviction that dreams start from  learning and 

career success depends on  competence. You should make assiduous 

learning a driving force and com petence building a resource for your 

youthful endeavors.

Young people m ust orient yourselves to  m odernization, the world 

and the future, have a sense o f  urgency in updating your knowledge, 

study with great eagerness, lay a good foundation o f  basic knowledge 

while updating it promptly, assiduously study theories while enthusi

astically developing skills, and constantly enhance your com petence 

and capabilities to  m eet the developm ent needs o f  our times and the 

requirements o f  our undertaking. Young people m ust apply w hat you 

have learned, stay close to  the grassroots and the populace, and, in the 

great furnace o f  the reform  and opening up and socialist m oderniza

tion, and in the great school o f  society, acquire true skills and genu

ine knowledge, im prove com petence, and make yourselves capable 

personnel w ho can shoulder im portant social responsibilities.

Third, young people m ust dare to  innovate and create. Innova

tion is the soul driving a nation^ progress and an inexhaustible source 

o f  a country^ prosperity. It is also an essential part o f  the Chinese

national character. This is w hat Confucius m eant w hen he said， ‘‘I f
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you can in one day renovate yourself, do so from  day to day. Yea, let

there be daily renovation.’’5 Life never favors those w ho follow the
beaten track and are satisfied with the status quo, and it never waits for 

the unambitious and those w ho sit idle and enjoy the fruits o f  others, 

work. Instead, it provides m ore opportunities for those w ho have the 

ability and courage to  innovate. Young people are the m ost dynamic 

and m ost creative group o f  our society, and should stand in the fore

front o f  innovation and creation.

Young people should dare to  be the first, boldly free their minds 

and progress with the times, dare to  seek high and low for a way to 

forge ahead, and be am bitious to  learn from  and then  surpass the 

older generation. W ith your youthful energy, you can create a country 

o f  youth and a nation o f  youth. Young people should have the will

power to cut paths through m ountains and build bridges over rivers, 

and be indomitable and advance bravely in bringing forth  new ideas. 

You should have a pragmatic attitude that pursues tru th , so you can 

constantly accumulate experience and achieve results in the course o f  

bringing forth  new ideas in your chosen occupations.

Fourth, young people m ust be devoted to hard work. c<T he sharp

ness o f  a sword results from  repeated grinding, while the fragrance

o f  plum  blossom s com es from  frigid w eather.” H um an ideals are
no t easy to  achieve, bu t need hard work. From  poverty to  prosper

ity, and from  weakness to  strength, China ha^ been able to progress 

step by step over centuries thanks to  the tenacity o f  one generation 

after another, and to the nation^ spirit o f  constant self-improvement 

through hard work. Currently we are facing im portan t opportunities 

for developm ent, bu t we are also facing unprecedented  difficulties 

and challenges. The dream  stretches out before us and the road lies 

at our feet. Those w ho overcome their weaknesses are powerful, and 

those w ho keep im proving them selves com e ou t victors. I f  we are 

to achieve our developm ent goals, young people m ust work long and 
hard w ithout letup.

Young people must bear in mind that “empty talk harms the 

country， while hard work makes it flourish” and put this into practice.
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You must work hard at your own posts, start from  trivial things, and 

create your ow n splendid life w ith hard  work, outstanding  perfo r

mances and remarkable achievements. Young people m ust never fear 

difficulties, bu t try to  overcome them; you should go to  the grassroots 

with tough conditions and the frontline for national construction and 

project developm ent to tem per yourselves and enhance your capabili

ties. Young people m ust have the courage and determ ination to  start 

up businesses and do pioneering work, try to  blaze new trails and start 

new endeavors in reform  and opening up, and constantly create new 

prospects for their career development.
Fifth, young people m ust tem per your character. Socialism with 

Chinese characteristics is a form  o f  socialism in which material and 

cultural progresses go hand in hand. I t is difficult for a nation w ith

out inner strength to  be self-reliant, and a cause that lacks a cultural
buttress cannot be sustained for long. Young people are a social force

that leads the social ethos. The cultural attainm ent o f  a nation is repre

sented m ostly by the m orality and m ental ou tlook  o f  the younger 

generation.
Young people m ust integrate correct m oral cognition, conscious 

moral developm ent and active m oral practice, conscientiously estab

lish and practice the core socialist values, and take the lead in advocat

ing good social conduct. Young people m ust strengthen theoretical 

improvement and moral cultivation, take the initiative to carry forward 

patriotism, collectivism and socialism, and actively advocate social and 

professional ethics, and family virtues. Young people should bear in 

mind that iCvirtue uplifts, while vice debases55 and always be optimists 

and persons o f  integrity w ho have a healthy lifestyle. Young people 

should advocate new social trends, be the first in learning from  Lei 

Feng7, take an active part in voluntary work, shoulder social responsi

bilities, care for others, help the poor, the weak and the disabled, and 

do other good and practical deeds, so as to prom ote social progress 

with their actions.
T he them e o f  the Chinese youth m ovem ent today is to  strive to 

realize the Chinese D ream  o f the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation.
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T he Chinese C om m unist Y outh League should carry ou t extensive 

educational and practical activities w ith the them e o f  ctMy Chinese 

D ream J, for young Chinese. It should sow the seeds o f  and ignite the 

dreams o f  each youth so that m ore young people dare to  dream and 

pursue their dreams. In  this way all young people can increase their 

youthful energy to  realize the Chinese D ream . T he League should 

lay a solid intellectual basis for all young Chinese w ith the Chinese 

D ream , and educate and help them  to establish a correct world view, 

ou tlook  on  life and sense o f  values, always love o u r country, our 

people and our nation, and firmly follow the Party along the Chinese

path. T he League should inspire young people’s sense o f  historical
responsibility  th rough  the C hinese D ream , carry forw ard the fine

tradition o f  “the League taking action upon the Party’s call，” combine
its work w ith Party and governm ent work, and organize and mobilize 

young people to support reform , prom ote developm ent and maintain 

stability. The League m ust actively offer services for young people in 

pursuing their dream s, effectively im prove its practice, get close to 

young people at the prim ary level, address their concerns and press

ing needs, represent and protect the com m on interests and needs o f  

the young people, and try to build a favorable environm ent for their 
grow th and development.

Role m odels from  am ong the youngsters are good  examples for 

young people to learn from; they shoulder m ore social responsibili

ties and public expectations, and play a strong exemplary and leading 

role am ong young people, and even in society as a whole. I hope these 

role models will make persistent efforts, be strict with themselves, be 

determ ined to go ahead, and set a good example to all young people 

w ith their personal development, moral pursuit and exemplary action.

A country  prospers i f  its youth is thriving; a coun try  is strong 

if  its youth is robust. Ever since its founding in 1921 the Party has 

represented, drawn over and relied on  young Chinese people. Party 

com mittees and governm ents at all levels m ust fully trust in, care for 

and be strict w ith young people; give a wider scope for their thoughts, 

build a larger stage for their practice and innovation, provide m ore
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opportunities for the pursuit o f  their life goals, and create m ore favor

able conditions for their career developm ent. Officials at all levels 

must pay attention to  young peopled aspirations, help them  to grow, 

support them  to sta rt the ir ow n businesses, becom e their bosom

f r ie n d s ， a n d  s h o w  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  y o u th  w o r k .

Everybody is young once in their life. N ow  is the tim e for you 

to make the m ost o f  your youth; and the future is a time for you to 

look back on it. The path o f  life is sometimes level, sometimes steep; 

sometimes sm ooth, sometimes rough; sometimes straight, sometimes 

crooked. Young people are faced w ith a wide range o f  choices. But 

w hat is im portan t for you is to  be guided by a correct world view, 

outlook on life and sense o f  values w hen you are making your choices. 

The life experiences o f  coundess successful people suggest that young 

people who choose to  endure hardships will be duly rewarded, and 

those w ho make contributions to  society are the ones w ho deserve 

respect. Tribulations, setbacks and tests have proved to  be good for 

young people in their later life. You need to have strength o f character 

to be undaunted w hen confronting good or bad fortune, have a firm 

will to  keep pressing forward in spite o f  repeated setbacks, rem ain 

optimistic in all circumstances, turn  your failures into a driving force, 

and learn from your experiences, so that your life is raised to  a higher
p la n e . I n  s h o r t ， t h e  o n ly  w a y  y o u  c a n  h a v e  f o n d  m e m o r i e s  o f  a  w e ll-

spent, warm and lasting youth w ith no regrets is to  work enthusiasti

cally and energetically, tenaciously overcome all obstacles, and make a 

contribution to  the people while you are still young.

I firmly believe that if the people o f  all ethnic groups unite under 

the Party^ leadership, stand on  solid ground and forge ahead w ith a
p io n e e r in g  s p i r i t ,  w e  c a n  c e r ta in ly  b u i ld  a  p r o s p e r o u s ， s t r o n g ,  d e m o -

cratic, culturally advanced, and harm onious m odern socialist country 

by the middle o f  this century. A nd all our young people will surely 

witness and share in the realization o f  the Chinese D ream  along with 

the people o f  all ethnic groups.
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N o te s

1 T he Two Centenary G oals were put forth by the CPC at its 18th National 

C ongress for building socialism  with Chinese characteristics. T he two goals are 

to com plete the building o f  a moderately prosperous society in all respects by the 

centenary o f  the CPC (founded in 1921) and to build China into a m odern sociaHst 

country that is prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced, and harmonious 
by the centenary o f  the PRC (founded in 1949).

Strategies of the States {Zhan Guo Ce), a collection o f  stories o f  political strate
gists o f  the Warring States Period (475-221 BC).

3 See note 1, p. 46.

Yuan Mei: Sequel to Discourses on Poetry (X u Shi Pin). Yuan Mei (1716-1797) was 
a poet and critic o f  the Q ing Dynasty.

5 7 ^  Gr似/  (Da A：财）is one o f  the “Four Classics o f  Confticianism，” the
other three being The Analects o f Confucius, The Mencius and The Doctrine of the Mean.

The Discourses of the States {Guo Yu) records important events taking place during 

the Western Zhou Dynasty (1046-771 BC) and the Spring and Autumn Period (770- 

476 BC). The book is believed to have been written by Zuoqiu Ming (556-451 BC), 
a noted historian o f  the State o f  Lu.

7 Lei Feng (1940-1962) was a PLA soldier and a role m odel. H e served the 

people wholeheartedly, was ready to help others, and loved whatever work he was 

assigned to. H e died at his post in an accident. In 1963 Mao Z edong wrote "Learn

from Comrade Lei Feng,” starting a national campaign for people to copy his self-
less deeds. March 5 is a national memorial day to learn from him.

The Chinese Dream Will Benefit Not Only 
the People of China, But Also of Other Countries*

May 2013

The Chinese nation has emerged resilient from  trials and tribula

tions, and it never gave up the pursuit o f  its beautiful dreams. Realizing 

the Chinese D ream  o f  the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation has 

been a long-cherished wish o f  the Chinese people since the advent o f  

m odern times.

In  this new historical period, the essence o f  the Chinese D ream  

is to  make our country prosperous and strong, revitalize the nation 

and make the people live better lives. O u r objectives are to  double 

the 2010 G D P  and per capita incom e o f  urban and rural residents, 

and com plete the  building o f  a m oderately  p rosperous society in 

all respects by 2020. By m id-century, we aim to  build China in to  

a m odern  socialist coun try  tha t is p rosperous, strong, dem ocratic, 

culturally advanced and harm onious, and realize the Chinese D ream  

o f the great renewal o f  the Chinese nation.

To realize the C hinese D ream , we m ust adhere to  the path  o f  

socialism with Chinese characteristics. We have followed this path for 

over 30 years, and history has shown us that this is the correct path 

that suits China’s national conditions, a path  that makes the people 

wealthy and the country strong. We will firmly continue along this path.

To realize the Chinese D ream ， we m ust carry forward the Chinese 

spirit. We need to  use the national spirit o f  patriotism  and spirit o f  

the times centered on reform  and innovation to bring forth  the vigor 

and vitality o f  the whole nation.

* Part o f the answers in a written interview with reporters from Trinidad and Tobago, 

Costa Rica and Mexico.
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To realize the Chinese Dream , we m ust build up cohesive strength. 

E m pty  talk harm s the country, while hard w ork makes it flourish. 

We need to  use the wisdom and strength o f  our country^ 1.3 billion 

people  to  build a strong  C hina and a p rosperous nation  w ith the 

constant efforts o f  the Chinese people for generations to  come.

To realize the Chinese D ream , we m ust pursue peaceful develop

m ent. We will always follow the path  o f  peaceful developm ent and 

pursue an opening-up strategy tha t brings m utual benefits. We will 

concentrate bo th  on C hina^ developm ent and on  ou r responsibili

ties and contributions to the world as a whole. We will bring benefits 

to bo th  the Chinese people and the people o f  the rest o f  the world. 

The r e l a t i o n  o f  the Chinese D ream  will bring the world peace, no t 

turm oil, opportunities, no t threats.

A lthough there is a vast ocean between China and Latin America, 

we are connected heart and soul. We are bound together no t only by 

p ro found  traditional friendship and close interests, bu t also by our 

com m on pursuit o f  beautiful dreams.

In  recen t years Latin A m erican and C aribbean countries have 

m ade steady progress in  achieving com m on developm ent through 

joint efforts. T he establishm ent o f  the Com m unity o f  Latin Am eri

can and Caribbean States fully testifies to  the vigorous efforts made 

by Latin America and the countries o f  the Caribbean to  realize the 

dream o f  unity, coordination and com m on developm ent cham pioned 

by the pioneers o f  the Latin American and Caribbean independence 

movements.

China is ready to work with Latin American and Caribbean coun

tries hand in hand, supporting one another and cooperating sincerely 

on the path to realizing the great dream o f  development and prosperity.

Right Time to Innovate and 
Make Dreams Come True*

October 21， 2013

Completing the building o f  a moderately prosperous society in all 

respects, accelerating socialist m odernization and achieving C hina^ 

great rejuvenation, this is a glorious cause w ith a bright and splendid 

future. All people w ho are dedicated to this worthy cause can expect 

to  accom plish  g rea t deeds. W ith  hund reds o f  m illions o f  fellow 

Chinese m arching in their ranks, the Chinese students and scholars 

studying abroad are deciding that this is the right time to innovate and 

make their life-long dreams come true. You are called upon to inte

grate your patriotic love, your aspiration to  make the country strong 

and your actions to serve it, and link your dreams with the stupendous 

efforts o f  your fellow countrym en to tu rn  the Chinese D ream  into 

reality, and by doing so have your names recorded in the annals o f 

China^ great renewal.

Here I would like to propose four points as my hope for Chinese 

students and scholars studying abroad.

First, I hope you will adhere to patriotism. China^ history stretches 

over thousands o f  years, and patrio tism  has always been a stirring 

theme and a powerful force inspiring the Chinese o f  all ethnic groups 

to carry on and excel. N o  m atter how  long the shadow it may cast, 

the tree strikes deep roots in soil forever. N o  m atter where they are, 

Chinese students should always keep the hom e country and its people 

in their hearts. Q ian Xuesen2 once said, <cAs a Chinese scientist, I live

* Part o f the speech at the centenary celebration o f the Western Returned Scholars As

sociation1.
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to  serve the people. I hope the people are satisfied w ith the work I 

have done in my lifetime. Their approval will be my highest reward.5>

I hope that you will carry forward the glorious tradition o f  study

ing hard to  serve the country and be defenders and messengers o f

patrio tism ， always bearing in m ind the ideal o f  “being the first to
w orry about the affairs o f  the state and the last to  enjoy oneself； 53 

always taking the wellbeing o f  the country, the nation and the people 

as the goal o f  your endeavors, and willingly associating the fruits o f  

personal success with the evergreen tree o f  patriotism. T he Party and 

the country respect the choice you make. I f  you decide to return, we 

will welcome you with open arms. I f  you decide to stay abroad, we 

will support you in serving the country  in various ways. All o f  you 

should rem em ber tha t w herever you are you are a m em ber o f  the 

Chinese family; the country  and the people back hom e always care 

about their sons and daughters, and your hom eland is always a warm 
spiritual land for you.

Second, I hope you will study hard. Learning is a lasting them e 

for one to  conduct oneself in life and society. It is also an im portant 

basis for one to serve oneJs country and people. A  dream  starts with 

learning, and careers w ith practice. In  the world today, knowledge and 

inform ation are quickly updated, and if  one slackens even a little in 

study, one is likely to  fall behind. Some say that the world is a circle 

for everyone, w ith the am ount o f  knowledge as the radius. H e who 

has a bigger radius has a broader scope to  act within.

I hope tha t you will o rien t yourselves to  m odernization, to  the 

whole world and to  the future, and aim to broaden your knowledge 

in advanced knowhow, technologies and m anagem ent expertise. You 

should keep the perseverance and diligence in reading as related in 

stories o f  Confucius4, Sun Jing and Su Q in5, K uang H eng6, and Che 

Yin and Sun K ang7. You should  learn  by reading and from  o ther 

people s practical experiences with equal devotion, tem per your moral 

character, and make yourselves com petent and well-versed in genu

ine skills. T hose w ho have com pleted their study program s need to 

b roaden  the ir h o ri2 〇n, renew  their know ledge prom ptly, im prove
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their knowledge structure， and make themselves outstanding talented

people capable o f  assuming heavy responsibilities and accomplishing 

great deeds.
Third, I hope you will be m ore innovative and creative. Innova

tion is the soul o f  a nation^ progress, the inexhaustible force enhanc

ing a country^ prosperity, and indeed the profound  endow m ent o f 

the Chinese nation. Against the backdrop o f  international com peti

tion, only those who innovate can make progress, grow stronger and 

prevail. Students and scholars studying abroad have a broad vision,
an d  they ought to take the lead in making innovations. China’s reform ，
opening-up and m odernization drive provide all am bitious pioneers 

o f innovation with a wide stage for success.

I hope you will throw  yourselves into extensive efforts o f  innova

tion and creation, and dare to  lead the way forward with vision, cour

age and stamina, so tha t you can succeed in m aking breakthroughs 

and achievem ents. Trying to  accom plish som eth ing  in China, one 

m ust set oneself firm ly on  the  soil o f  the  hom e country, keep in 

m ind the expectations o f  the people, correctly  identify  the  p o in t 

where one^ professional strength and the needs o f  social develop

m ent converge and w here advanced knowledge and China s condi

tions meet. Only in this way can innovation and creativity succeed and 

deliver real benefits.
Fourth, I hope you will w ork for dynamic exchanges w ith o ther 

countries. China cannot develop w ithout the rest o f  the world; nor
can the world as 汪 whole prosper w ithout China. We m ust open still

wider to the outside world, strengthening our connectivity and inter

action w ith it, and enhancing our understanding and friendship with 

o ther peoples. G row ing up in China and living overseas extensively, 

you have been  steeped  in  in te r-persona l re la tionsh ips and cross- 

cultural com m unications. Many foreigners have got to  know China 

th rough  you w hile m any C hinese have learned  abou t the  outside 

world also through you.

I hope you will make full use o f  your advantages to  strengthen 

co nnec tions  and  exchanges betw een  C hina and o th e r coun tries ,

K ig h t  T im e  to  I n n o v a te  a n d  M a k e  D r e a m s  C o m e  T r u e
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acting as unofficial am bassadors to  prom ote pcople-to-people friend

ship, and explaining C hina5s culture, h istory  and poin ts o f  view in 

such a way that the people from  o ther countries can understand and 

identify w ith China, and be ready to  give it greater appreciation and 
support.

Founded 100 years ago w hen the survival o f  the nation  was at

stake, the Western Returned Scholars Association practiced patriotism
by organizing its m em bers to  participate in patriotic and democratic 

m ovem ents and join the cause fo r national salvation and peopled 

liberation, thus becom ing a famous patriotic association for dem oc

racy and science at that time. A fter the Peopled Republic was founded 

in 1949, the Association became a progressive association under the 

leadership o f  the Party and governm ent by vigorously encouraging 

the return o f  Chinese students abroad. Since the beginning o f  China^ 

reform  and opening up, the Association has energetically carried out

the “serve the country program ，” m aking itself a people，s organiza

tion dedicated to  socialism with Chinese characteristics. In  2003, with
approval from  the central authorities, the A ssociation was given an 

additional nam e — the Chinese Overseas-educated Scholars Associa

tion - w ith its scope o f  operation expanded to cover the entire coun

try and its m em bers spreading all over the world. Its influence as a

people’s organization has thus become more extensive.
Facing a new situation and new tasks, the Western Returned Schol

ars Association and Chinese Overseas-educated Scholars Association 

m ust give full play to its advantages as a peopled organization and part 

o f  the United Front witii prom inent intellectuals as its members, based 

in China while reaching out overseas to turn itself into a talent pool in 

the service o f  the country, a think tank o f  good ideas and proposals 

and a vital force in people-to-people diplomacy; and strive to become 

a bridge between the Party and the overseas students and scholars, an 

assistant in the work o f  the Party and government towards them, and 

a warm  hom e to rally overseas students and scholars closely around 

the Party. The Association should care for the work, study and life o f 

overseas Chinese students and scholars, reflect their wishes and views,
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protect their lawful rights and interests, and constantly enhance the

A s s o c ia t io n ’s appeal and cohesion.
“ E x a l t a t i o n  o f the virtuous is fundam ental to  governance.” Party 

c o m m i t t e e s  a n d  governm ents at all levels m ust earnestly im plem ent

Party and governm en t policies concern ing  s tuden ts  and scholars 

studying abroad, and train m ore effectively and on a larger scale all 

kinds o f  talented people badly needed by our reform , opening up and 

modernization. W hen the environm ent is sound, talented people will 

gather, and our cause will thrive; bu t w hen it is not, they will go their 

separate ways, and our cause will fail. We m ust improve our working 

mechanisms, and enhance the awareness o f  service, strengthen educa

tion and guidance, build m ore p latform s o f  innovation, be good at 

finding, uniting w ith and using talented people, and help bring forth  

people o f  high caliber by creating an environm ent favorable for the 

students to  re tu rn  and serve China, and in  general to  realize their
p o te n t ia l .  W e  s h o u ld  s u p p o r t  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  in  i t s  w o r k  b y  s t r e n g t h 

e n in g  i ts  o r g a n i z a t i o n ， i m p r o v i n g  i ts  w o r k in g  a p p a r a tu s  a n d  p e r s o n n e l ，

and providing the necessary conditions for its operation.

In  the course o f  its development and opening up, China needs still 

more overseas talented people and welcomes their arrival w ith open 

arms. Em pty talk harm s the country, while hard work makes it flourish.
W e a re  c o n v in c e d  t h a t  a s  lo n g  a s  s tu d e n t s  a n d  s c h o la r s  s tu d y in g  a b r o a d  

r e m e m b e i:  th i s  a n d  c h o o s e  t o  s t a n d  a n d  w o r k  w i th  t h e  p e o p l e ， th e y  w ill

surely write a brilliant page in the book o f  the Chinese Dream , a page 

that is worthy o f  our times, o f  our people and o f  history.

N o te s

1 T he Western Returned Scholars Association was founded in O ctober 1913. It 

is a voluntary group com posed o f  Chinese scholars w ho have returned to China 

after studying overseas. In 2003 it was given the additional name o f  the Chinese 

Overseas-educated Scholars Association.

2 Qian X uesen (1911-2009) went to study in the United States in 1935, and re

turned to China in 1955. H e was directly involved in the organization and guidance



68 T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  o f  C h in a

o f  the research and developm ent o f  China^ carrier rockets, missiles and satellites, 

and made an outstanding contribution to China’s space development.

3 Fan Zhongyan: The Yueyang Tower. Fan Zhongyan (989-1052) was a statesman 

and literary scholar o f  the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127).

Confucius is said to have read The Book of Changes (Y i Jin£) so many times that 

the leather strings binding the bam boo slips upon which the book was written broke 

several times.

5 Sun Jing o f  the Han Dynasty (206 BC -A D  220) loved reading. H e tied his hair 

to a roo f beam to prevent him self from falling asleep when reading. Su Qin o f  the 

Warring States Period (475-221 BC) poked him self in the thigh with an awl to keep 

him from dropping o f f  when studying at night. These stories are used to describe 

studious persons.

6 Kuang H eng o f  the Han Dynasty studied hard when young, but he could not

afford candles. So he bored a hole in a wall to make use o f  a neighbor’s light to
study by. This metaphor is used to describe a studious person.

7 Che Yin o f  the Eastern Jin Dynasty (317-420) was too poor to afford lamp oil. 

H e caught dozens o f  fireflies and placed them in a bag made o f  thin white cloth  

so that he could study by their light at night. Sun Kang o f  the Southern Dynasties 

(420-589) could not afford candles, so  he had to read by the reflected light from  

snow  on  winter nights. These stories are used to describe studious persons.

M o Z i, a collection o f  works o f  the M ohist school o f  thought.

The Rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation 
Is a Dream Shared by All Chinese*

J u n e  6 y 2 0 1 4

For Chinese people bo th  at hom e and abroad, a united Chinese 

nation is our shared root, the profound Chinese culture is our shared 

soul, and the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation is our shared dream. 

The shared root fosters eternal brotherhood, the shared soul links our 

hearts, and the shared dream  holds us all together — we will go on  to 

write a new chapter in the history o f  the Chinese nation.

We C hinese o ften  say, c<Y our eyes b rim  w ith  tears w hen  you 

encounter a fellow tow nsm an in a d istan t land.J, It makes me feel 

at hom e to m eet you today. O n  behalf o f  the CPC and the State 

Council, I w ould like to  extend my congratulations to  the conven

ing o f  the Seventh Conference o f  Friendship o f  Overseas Chinese 

Associations, my w arm  welcom e to overseas Chinese attending the 

conference, and my sincere greetings to  overseas Chinese all over 

the world.

The tens o f  millions o f  overseas Chinese across the world are all 

m em bers o f  the Chinese family. In  the best o f  Chinese traditions, 

generations o f  overseas C hinese never forget their hom e country, 

their origins, o r the b lood  o f  the  C hinese nation  flow ing in their 

veins. They have given their enthusiastic support to  China^ revolu

tion, construction and reform . They have made a m ajor contribution 

to the grow th o f  the Chinese nation, to  the peaceful reunification 

o f  the m otherland, and to the friendly people-to-people cooperation

* Main points o f the speech to representatives attending the Seventh Conference of 

Friendship of Overseas Chinese Associations.
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between China and other countries. Their contribution will always be 

remembered.

A t p resent, the  C hinese people are striving to  realize the Two 

Centenary Goals and the Chinese D ream  o f the rejuvenation o f  the 

Chinese nation. Overseas Chinese will play an essential role in this 

process. T he Chinese D ream  is a dream  o f the country, the nation 

as well as all Chinese individuals. W ith a strong sense o f  patriotism, 

econom ic strength, rich intellectual resources, and extensive business 

connections, overseas Chinese constitute a m ajor force for realizing 

the Chinese Dream. As long as all Chinese both  at hom e and abroad 

unite as one and contribute whatever they can, be it strength or intel- 

ligence， they can marshal great power for realizing this dream.

Chinese civilization, w ith a h istory  going back m ore than 5,000 

years, provides strong  intellectual suppo rt for the coun try^  cease

less self-improvement and growth. N o  m atter where a Chinese is, he 

always bears the distinctive brand o f  the Chinese culture, which is 

the com m on heritage o f  all the sons and daughters o f  China. I hope 

all Chinese will continue to  carry forward Chinese culture and draw 

strength from  it, while prom oting exchanges between Chinese civiliza

tion and o ther civilizations. Let us tell the stories o f  China well, and 

make our voices heard; let us prom ote mutual understanding between 

the people o f  our own country and those o f  o ther lands, and create a 

better environm ent for achieving the Chinese5Dream.

T h e  C hinese D ream  is a desire  fo r happ iness, sim ilar to  the 

dream s o f  the  peop le  o f  o th e r countries. T h e  peop le  can attain  

happ iness only w hen  the ir co u n try  and na tion  thrive. C hina will 

thrive only w hen the w orld prospers. China provides positive energy 

fo r w orld  p rosperity  and developm ent by hold ing  to  the  path  o f  

peaceful devdopm ent. O verseas Ghinese should take full advantage 

o f  their strengths and their circum stances to  serve as a bridge for 

w ide-ranging exchanges and cooperation  betw een C hina and their 

new  hom e countries. T hey should be tte r integrate them selves in to  

their local com m unities and contribute to  world peace and develop

m ent.

A ll - R o u n d  a n d  

D e e p e r - L e v e l  R e f o r m



Reform and Opening Up 
Is Always Ongoing and Will Never End*

December 3 1 , 2 0 1 2

Reform  and opening up is a long-term  and arduous cause， and 

people need to  w ork on  it generation after generation. We should 

carry out reform  to improve the socialist market econom y o f  China, 

and adhere to  the basic state policy o f  opening up to  the outside 

world. We m ust further reform  in key sectors w ith greater political 

courage and vision, and forge ahead steadily in the direction deter

mined by the Party5s 18th National Congress.

The past, the present, and the futxire are all interconnected. History 

is about the past, while the present is the history o f  the future. To 

implement the m ajor propositions on reform  and opening up raised 

at the 18th National Congress, we need to  review reform  and opening 

up, better understand its historical necessity, conscientiously m aster its 

laws, and firmly assume the responsibility o f  extending it.

We m ust review and apply the useful experience we have gained in 

reform  and opening up.

F irst, re fo rm  and  op en in g  up is an in -d e p th  revo lu tion , and 

we m ust follow the co rrect direction and stay on  the correct path. 

Regarding the issue o f  direction, we m ust keep a cool head. O ur direc

tion is to continuously prom ote the self-improvement and development 

o f the socialist system, and stride forward with resolve on the path o f  

socialism with Chinese characteristics.

Second, reform  and opening up is a cause that has never before 

been pursued. We m ust adopt the right m ethods and advance this

* Main points o f the speech at the second group study session o f the Political Bureau 

of the 18th CPC Central Committee which Xi presided over.
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cause through continuous exploration and practice. Wading across the 

river by feeling for the stones is a reform  m ethod with Chinese char

acteristics and in line with the prevailing conditions in China. Wading 

across the river by feeling for the stones, we can identify the laws that 

apply, and acquire knowledge in practice. Wading across the river by 

feeling for the stones and top-level design are two com ponent factors 

for our reform  effort. Reform  and opening up in a region at a certain 

stage should be subject to top-level design; top-level design should be 

strengthened on the basis o f  progressive reform  and opening up in the 

region at a certain stage. To continue reform  and opening up, we need 

to  strengthen our macroscopic thinking and top-level design, and make 

sure that reform  is systematic, integrated and coordinated. A t the same 

time, we m ust still encourage bold experiments and breakthroughs.

T h ird , re fo rm  and o pen ing  up is a system atic p ro jec t, w hich 

shou ld  be pushed  forw ard  in an a ll-round way w ith  all kinds o f  

refo rm s well coord inated . R eform  and open ing  up is an in -dep th  

and all-round social transform ation . Every refo rm  will have great 

im pact on  o ther reform s, and all refo rm s su p p o rt each o ther and 

in te rac t positively. We will p ro m o te  b o th  a ll-round  p rogress and 

breakthroughs at key points, and form  a strong force for the further 

advance o f  reform  and opening up.

Fourth, stability is a prerequisite for reform  and development. We 

m ust make sure that reform , developm ent and stability proceed in 

tandem. Social stability makes it possible for us to  carry out reform  

and developm ent which in turn  provide a solid foundation for social 

stability. We should take in to  full consideration the m om entum  o f 

reform , the speed o f  developm ent, and the capacity o f  the general 

public to sustain change. A nd im provem ent o f  the peopled wellbeing 

should be regarded as an im portant link in balancing reform , develop
m ent and stability.

Fifth, reform  and opening up is a cause o f  the Chinese people. 

We m ust respect the peopled pioneering spirit and advance this cause 

u nder the  leadersh ip  o f  the  Party. E very  b reak th ro u g h  and step 

forward in theory and practice that we make in this cause comes from
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the experience and wisdom o f  the people, so does every new thing we 

bring into being and develop, and every experience we gain. The more 

arduous the task o f  balancing reform ， developm ent and stability， the 

more we need to strengthen and im prove the Party’s leadership and 

maintain close ties betw een the Party and the people. We should be 

adept in form ulating and im plem enting sound guidelines and policies 

and use them  to direct the people forward, and be good at im prov

ing our policies through the work and experience o f  the people and 

their demands for developm ent We m ust ensure that m ore fruits o f  

reform  and developm ent are shared by the people in a fairer way, and 

secure solid popular support for continuing reform  and opening up.

Reform and opening up is always an ongoing task and will never 

end. W ithout reform  and opening up, China would no t be w hat it is 

today, no r w ould it have the prospects for a brighter future. P ro b 

lems occurring in reform  and opening up can only be solved through 

reform  and opening up. To advance reform  and opening up, we must 

carry out the guidelines o f  the 18th N ational Congress, and follow 

the guidance o f  D eng  X iaoping Theory, the im portan t thought o f  

the Three Represents and the Scientific O utlook on  Developm ent. In 

response to  the call o f  the people and their expectations for further 

refo rm  and open ing  up, we should  build  a social consensus, and 

prom ote reform s in all sectors in a coordinated way.



Explanatory Notes to the ''Decision of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party 
of China on Some Major Issues Concerning 
Comprehensively Continuing the Reform’’*

November 9, 2013

O n behalf o f  the Political Bureau o f  the Party Central Com m it

tee, I will now  explain to  the plenary session the ''D ecision  o f  the 

Central Com m ittee o f  the Com m unist Party o f  China on  Some Major 

Issues Concerning Comprehensively Continuing the Reform .”

I .  T h e  D r a f t i n g  P r o c e s s  o f  t h e  D e c i s io n

Since the refo rm  and open ing-up  initiative was in troduced  in 

1978 the third plenary sessions o f  past CPC central com m ittees have 

provided the public with im portant inform ation for judging the gover

nance policy and focus o f  the new  generations o f  Party leadership. 

T he discussion topics, decisions made, measures to  take, and signals 

released bore great significance for the Party^ work in the five to  ten 

years following the plenary sessions.

A fter the Party’s 18th N ational Congress， the Central Committee
set ou t to  determ ine the topics for discussion at the T hird  Plenary 

Session o f  the  18th CPC C entral C om m ittee. T he  18th N ational 

Congress set the goal o f  com pleting the building o f  a m oderately 

prosperous society in all respects and continuing reform  and opening 

up, and emphasized that the Party must, with greater political courage

* Explanatory notes made to the Third Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Central Com
mittee.

76

E xp la n a to ry  N o te s  to  the 'D ecision  o f  the C P C  C en tra l C om m ittee on Som e M a jo r Issu es" 77

and wisdom, lose no time in continuing the reform  in key sectors, and 

resolutely discard all notions and systems that hinder efforts to pursue 

sustainable developm ent. I t  also poin ted  ou t tha t the Party should 

set up a w ell-developed, standardized and effective fram ew ork o f  

systems, and ensure that operating institutions in all sectors are fully 

functioning. To achieve the strategic goals and carry out the plans set 

at the 18th N ational Congress, we m ust lose no  time in prom oting 

reform  comprehensively.

Thirty-five years have passed since the Party made the historic 

decision o f  shifting the focus o f  the work o f  the Party and state to 

econom ic developm ent and initiating the re fo rm  and opening-up  

drive at the Third Plenary Session o f  the 11th CPC Central C om m it

tee1. T he propelling force behind the im provem ent o f  the Chinese
people’s life， the advancem ent o f  our socialist country， the progress

o f  our Party, and the fact that China has gained im portan t in terna

tional status is no o ther than our perseverance in carrying forward the 

reform  and opening-up drive.

D uring his inspection tour o f  the South in 1992, D eng Xiaoping 

said, uI f  we did n o t adhere to  socialism, im plem ent the policy o f  

reform  and opening to  the outside world, develop the econom y and 

raise living standards, we would find ourselves in a blind alley/^ Today, 

in retrospect, we have a be tter understanding o f  his remarks. This 

is why, as we are well aware, only socialism can save China, and only 

reform  and opening up can develop China, socialism and Marxism.

In  light o f  the historical lessons we have learned and the needs o f  

the current times, the Party Central Com m ittee has been repeatedly 

stressing since its 18th N ational Congress tha t reform  and opening 

up plays the decisive role in determ ining the destiny o f  contem porary 

China. I t is also the key to  realizing the Two Centenary G oals and 

the great rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation. T here are no bounds
to practice and developm ent， to freeing the people’s minds， or to  the

reform  and opening-up effort. We will reach an impasse if we stall or 

go into reverse on our path; reform  and opening up is always ongoing 

and will never end. Facing the new situation and new tasks, we must
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continue the reform  com prehensively to  strive for solutions to  the 

m ajor problem s challenging China’s developm ent， and work tirelessly 

to prom ote the im provem ent and progress o f  socialism with Chinese 

characteristics.

As extensive and profound changes are taking place domestically 

and internationally, China’s developm ent faces a series o f  prom inent 

dilemmas and challenges, and there are quite a num ber o f  problem s 

and difficulties on  its path o f  developm ent: U nbalanced, uncoord i

nated and unsustainable developm ent remains a big problem. We are 

weak in scientific and technological innovation. T he industrial struc

ture is unbalanced and the grow th  m ode rem ains inefficient. T he 

developm ent gap between urban and rural areas and between regions 

is still large, and so are income disparities. Social problem s are mark

edly on the rise. There are many problems affecting the peopled im m e

diate interests in education, em ployment, social security, health care, 

housing, the ecological environment, food and drug safety, workplace 

safety, public security, law enforcem ent, administration o f  justice, etc. 

Some people still lead hard lives. G oing through the m otions, excessive 

bureaucracy, self-indulgence, and extravagance are serious problems. 

Some sectors are prone to corruption and other types o f  misconduct, 

and the fight against corruption remains a serious challenge for us. To 

solve these problems, the key lies in continuing the reform .

In April this year, after deep thinking and research, and after solic

iting opinions extensively both  inside and outside the Party, the CPC 

C entral C om m ittee^  Political B ureau decided th a t con tinu ing  the 

reform  comprehensively would be the central topic for discussion at 

the Third  Plenary Session o f  the 18th CPC Central Com m ittee and 

that the session would com e up with a decision.

O n  April 20 the CPC Central Com m ittee issued the “N otice on 

Soliciting O pinions on Continuing the Reform  Comprehensively for 

D iscussion at the T h ird  P lenary Session o f  the 18th CPC Central 

C om m ittee.” I t was unanim ously agreed by all regions and depart- 

m ents that by selecting this topic for discussion at the session, the 

Party answered the calls o f  the Party members, officials and com m on
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people in an effort to  address the issues that are o f  m ost concern to 

the whole o f  society. T he public showed widespread support for the 

decision.

All the th ird  plenary sessions o f  the CPC C entral Com m ittees 

convened since the reform  and opening-up initiative was introduced 

in 1978 have focused  on  the d iscussion  o f  how  to  con tinue  the 

reform , sending an im portant signal that our Party will unswervingly 

uphold reform  and opening up, and firmly adhere to  the theories, 

guidelines and policies pu t forth  since the T hird  Plenary Session o f 

the 11th Party Central Committee. In  a word, it is to  answer the ques

tion o f  w hat banner to  hold and w hat path to take in the new histori

cal conditions.

C ontinuing the refo rm  com prehensively as the  central topic at 

the Third Plenary Session o f  the 18th CPC Central Com m ittee was 

an im portan t proclam ation m ade by our Party, w hich well reflects 

the CPC^ adherence to  the guidance o f  D eng Xiaoping Theory, the 

im portant thought o f  the Three Represents and the Scientific O utlook 

on D evelopm ent. In  the new conditions, the Party is unswervingly 

implementing its basic guidelines and political program , learning from 

its past experiences and m eeting its fundam ental requirem ents, and 

firmly upholding reform  and opening up.

After the topic was decided upon, the Political Bureau o f  the CPC 

Central Com m ittee set up a drafting group for the D ecision o f  the 

plenary session. I served as the head o f  the group, w ith Liu Yunshan3 

and Z hang  G aoli4 as depu ty  heads. P ersons in  charge o f  related  

departm ents and leaders o f  some provinces and municipalities also 

took part. The drafting work was overseen by the Standing C om m it

tee o f  the Political Bureau o f  the CPC Central Committee.

Over a period o f  about seven m onths following its founding, the 

drafting group extensively solicited opinions, carried out appraisals o f 

im portant topics, conducted investigations and researches, and held 

discussions and revised the docum ent many times. D uring this period, 

three m eetings o f  the Standing C om m ittee o f  the Political Bureau 

and two meetings o f  the Political Bureau were held to review the draft
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Decision. T he draft was also circulated am ong a certain num ber o f  

Party m em bers and retired Party officials for their suggestions. O pin 

ions were also heard from  the central com m ittees o f  o ther political 

parties, heads o f  the All-China Federation o f  Industry and Commerce 

and prom inent individuals w ithout any party affiliation.

T he  feedback show ed th a t all consu lted  g roups and ind iv idu 

als had reached the consensus that the D ecision offers an in-depth 

analysis o f  the key issues challenging C hinaJs reform , developm ent 

and stability both  in theory and practice, and expounds on the signifi

cance o f  continuing the reform  com prehensively and the future o f  

our reform . I t  sets fo rth  the guidelines fo r continuing the reform  

comprehensively, as well as the goals, tasks and underlying principles; 

it delineates a new blueprint for the reform  effort, and envisions the 

new targets with vigor; it includes the new thoughts, judgm ents and 

measures for continuing the reform  comprehensively, and reflects the 

calls, appeals and aspirations o f  society; and it epitomizes the Party^

and the general public’s political consensus and wisdom  in action to
continue the reform  comprehensively.

A  consensus was reached am ong all groups and individuals that 

the D ecision lays out a balanced plan for the strategic key areas in 

continuing the refo rm  comprehensively, w ith prioritized goals and 

focal points. It also introduces the working mechanism, m ethods o f  

implem entation, and the timetable and road map for the reform  plan, 

m aking a series o f  m ajor break throughs in the theories and po li

cies guiding the reform  effort. I t once again makes overall plans for 

continuing the reform  comprehensively, serving as a general mobili

zation for the nation to  take action. T he Decision is bound to  exert 

a significant and far-reaching influence on  the developm ent o f  the 

socialist cause with Chinese characteristics.

In  the course o f  soliciting opinions, people from all sides offered 

many valuable ideas and suggestions. W ith careful study and discus

sion o f  these ideas and suggestions w ithin the d rafting  group, as 

instructed by the Party Central Com mittee, im portant revisions were 
made to  the Decision.

I I .  T h e  G e n e r a l  F r a m e w o r k  a n d  K e y  I s s u e s  o f  t h e  D e c i s io n
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The Political Bureau o f  the Party Central Com m ittee believes that,
facing the new situation w ith new tasks and new requirements， China

must take comprehensive measures to  continue its reform . To do this, 

the key lies in further developing an environm ent for fair competition, 

further invigorating econom ic and social grow th, further enhancing 

the efficiency o f  the governm ent, further achieving social equality and 

justice, further prom oting  social harm ony and stability, and further 

improving the PartyJs leadership and governance.

To carry out these resolutions, it m ust be stressed that we should 

be fully aware o f  our problem s, focus on  the key issues for further 

study and research, and strive to  solve the m ajor dilemmas and p rob 

lems challenging our developm ent. As the CPC has fought its way 

through revolution, construction and reform , its sole aim has always 

been to  solve the problem s o f  China. I t is fair to  say that existing 

problem s force us to  refo rm , and refo rm s are going deeper while 

p rob lem sbeing tack ledandso lved .

In  the past 35 years we have overcome many problem s hindering 

the developm ent o f  the Party and the state through reform . But new 

problems always replace old ones during our course o f  exploration 

and transform ation. This is why our system needs to  be constantly 

improved, why reform  cannot be accomplished in one stroke and why
we cannot rest on  our lailrels indefinitely once existing problems are

solved.
T he draft D ecision  stressed five m ajor considerations. O ne, it 

had to m eet the new requirements for the developm ent o f  the Party 

and state, and carry ou t tfie strategic task o f  continuing the reform  

comprehensively, as set forth  at the Party^ 18th N ational Congress. 

Two, it had to center on  reform  and foreground the new measures 

for continuing it comprehensively, leaving out general and repetitive 

measures and measures solely for enhancing developm ent. Three, it 

had to address the key issues, properly deal w ith the pressing concerns 

o f  the people, respond to their calls and aspirations, focus on  im por
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tant areas and crucial segments, and highlight the leading role o f  the 

reform  o f  the econom ic system in prom oting developm ent. Four, it 

had to take an active yet discreet attitude when designing the reform  

measures. Five, it had to  plan the tasks according to  the timetable, 

which set forth  that by 2020 decisive results would have been achieved 

in the reform  o f  im portant areas and crucial segments.

T he plenary session set as the fram ew ork o f  the D ecision  the 

im p o rtan t issues tha t C hina needs to  deal w ith, and arranged the 

Decision according to  its various points. In  addition to the Foreword 

and Conclusion, there are 16 parts divided into three main sections.

丁he first part is also the first section and the General Remarks， which
mainly elaborates on  the significance, guiding thoughts and overall 

d irection  o f  continuing  the re fo rm  com prehensively. Section two 

consists o f  Parts 2-15, introducing the arrangem ent o f  the main tasks 

and im portan t measures for continuing the reform  in six aspects — 

the economy, politics, culture, society, ecology and national defense/ 

arm ed forces. T he  d ifferen t aspects are arranged  as follows: T he 

econom y from  Part 2 to  Part 7, poHtics from  Part 8 to Part 10, culture 

in Part 11, society from  Part 12 to  Part 13, ecology in Part 14, and 

national d e fe n se /a rm e d  forces in P art 15. P art 16 com poses the 

third section, Organizational Leadership, which mainly elaborates on

strengthening and im proving the Party’s leadership in the course o f
continuing the reform  comprehensively. >

H ere, I w ould like to  explain the considera tions o f  the  CPC 

Central Com mittee on the m ajor issues and key measures m entioned 

in the Decision o f  the Third Plenary Session o f  the 18th CPC Central 
Committee.

First， allowing the market to play the decisive role in allocating
resources and letting the governm ent perfo rm  its functions better. 

This is a m ajor theoretical p roposition  in the Decision, because the 

refo rm  o f  the econom ic system is still the focus o f  continuing the 

reform  comprehensively, and the appropriate handling o f  the relation

ship between the governm ent and the market is stiU the core issue o f  
the reform  o f  the econom ic system.
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In 1992 the Party’s 14th National Congress stipulated that China’s

economic reform aimed at establishing a socialist market economy，

allowing the m arket to  play a basic role in allocating resources under 

state m acro  con tro l. T h is  key b reak th ro u g h  in  theo ry  played an 

extremely im portan t role in guiding C hinas reform  and opening-up 

effort, and its econom ic and social developm ent. It also illustrated 

that theoretical innovation paves the way for innovation in practice. 

To comprehensively continue the reform  we m ust renew our theory

first.
A fter 20 years o f  practice a socialist m arket econom y has been

basically established in China. But there are still many problems. The

market lacks order, and many people seek econom ic benefits through 

unjustified means; the m arket for factors o f  production lags behind 

in development, unable to  aUocate the factors o f  production to  m eet 

the effective demand; the lack o f  unified market rules has resulted in 

rampant protectionism  initiated by departm ents or local governments; 

and market com petition is no t good enough to  select the superior and 

eliminate the inferior, and thus slows dow n econom ic restructuring. If  

left unsolved, these problem s will hinder the developm ent o f  a sound 

socialist market economy.
O v er the p a s t tw o decades since th e  P a rty ’s 14 th  N a tio n a l

Congress we have kept searching for a new positioning for the rela

tionship betw een the governm ent and the m arket through practice 

and theoretical research. The Party^ 15th National Congress proposed 

that <cthe market plays a basic role in allocating resources under state 

macro control； 5 the PartyJs 16th N ational Congress proposed to <£give 

fuller play to the basic role o f  the m arket in allocating resources, the
Party’s 17th National Congress sought to “introduce institutions to

give better play to  the basic role o f  the m arket in allocating resourc

es； 5 and the Party5s 18th N ational Congress stipulated that the Party 

should ^leverage to a greater extent and in a wider scope the basic role 

o f  the market in allocating resources.55 From  the above progression it 

can be seen that we have been constantly deepening our understand

ing o f  the governm ent-m arket relationship.
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D uring  the discussion and consu ltation  sessions regarding the 

Decision, many people suggested that the Party should further define 

the  g o v ern m en t-m ark e t re la tionsh ip  from  a theo re tica l p e rsp ec 

tive, which would have great significance for continuing the reform  

comprehensively. W ith due consideration to  these opinions and the 

curren t circumstances, and after m uch discussion and research, the 

Party Central Com m ittee agreed that it was time to introduce a new

theoretical expression concerning this m atter， and that the “basic role”
o f  the market in allocating resources should be revised to a ^decisive 
role.”

We have now  basically established a socialist m arket econom y in 

our country, w ith considerable im provem ent in the degree o f  marketi- 

2 ation. We have gained be tte r know ledge o f  the m arket rules and 

enhanced our capacity to use it to  our benefit, and have improved the 

m acro-control system. V^ith both  the subjective and objective condi

tions in  place, we should take a new  step forw ard to  im prove our 
socialist market economy.

To further balance the relationship between the governm ent and

the m arket we need to decide which o f  the two is to play the decisive
role in allocating resources. To boost the econom y we m ust enhance 

the efficiency o f  the allocation o f  resources, especially that o f  scarce 

resources, so that we can use fewer resources to  make m ore products 

and gain m ore benefits. B oth theory  and practice have proved *that 

the allocation o f  resources by the m arket is the m ost effective means 

to this end. It is a general rule o f  the m arket econom y that the market 

decides the allocation o f  resources, and a market econom y in essence 

is one in which the m arket determ ines resource allocation. We have 

to follow this rule w hen we im prove the socialist m arket economy. 

We should work harder to address the problem s o f  m arket im perfec

tion, too  much governm ent interference and lack o f  oversight. Posi

tioning the m arket as playing a ''decisive role,J in resource allocation 

is conducive to  establishing the correct no tion  o f  the governm ent- 

m arket relationship in the whole Party and the whole o f  society, and 

conducive to  transform ing the econom ic grow th pattern  and govern
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ment functions, as well as reining in corruption  and o ther form s o f 

misconduct.
O u r m arket econom y is socialist, o f  course. We need to  give 

leverage to the superiority o f  our socialist system, and let the Party 

and governm ent perform  their positive functions. T he m arket plays 

a decisive role in allocating resources, bu t is no t the sole actor in this 

regard.
To develop the socialist m arket economy, leverage should be given 

to both the market and the governm ent, w ith differentiated functions. 

The D ecision pu t fo rth  clear requirem ents for im proving the func

tions o f  the governm ent, em phasizing tha t scientific m acro control 

and effective governance are the  intrinsic requirem ents for giving
more leverage to the advantages o f  the socialist market economy. The

D ecision also makes plans for im proving m acro control, correctly 

perform ing  governm en t functions in all areas, and im proving the 

organization o f  governm ent. I t  stresses that the main responsibility 

and role o f  the governm ent is to  maintain the stability o f the macro 

economy, strengthen and improve public services, ensure fair com pe

tition, strengthen m arket oversight, m aintain m arket order, prom ote 

sustainable developm ent and com m on prosperity, and intervene in 

situations where m arket failure occurs.

Second, adhering to  and im proving the basic econom ic system. 

The basic econom ic system with public ownership playing a leading 

role and all form s o f  ownership growing side by side is an im portant 

pillar o f  the socialist system with Chinese characteristics.

Since the in troduction  o f  the refo rm  and opening-up policy in 

1978 the structure o f  ownership has undergone gradual adjustment, 

w ith the weights o f  the public and non-public sectors changing in 

their contribu tion  to  the econom y and em ploym ent. T he econom y 

and society have grow n m ore vigorous during this process. In  such 

conditions, how to  better recognize the leading role o f  public owner

ship and stick to  this position and how  to further explore the effec

tive form s for materializing the basic econom ic system have becom e 

major topics for us.
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I t  is em phasized  in  the  D ecis ion  th a t we m ust unsw ervingly 

consolidate and develop the public economy, persist in the leading 

role o f  public ownership, give full play to  the leading role o f  the state- 

owned economy, and incessantly increase its vitality, leveraging power 

and impact.

A dhering to and furthering the relevant deliberations made since 

the Party5s 15th National Congress, the Decision proposes to  vigor

ously develop the mixed-ownership economy. It stresses that such an 

economy, with cross-shareholding by and integration o f  state-owned 

capital, collective capital and non-public capital, is im portant to  m ate

rialize the basic econom ic system o f  China. I t will help to  improve 

the functions o f  state-owned capital, maintain and increase its value 

and raise its competitiveness. It is an effective channel and inevitable 

choice for us to adhere to the leading role o f  public ow nership and 

improve the vitality, leveraging power and im pact o f  the state-owned 

econom y in the new conditions.

T h e  D ecision  states th a t C hina will im prove the  state  assets 

m anagem ent system, strengthen  state assets oversight w ith capital 

m anagem ent at the core, and reform  the authorized operation mecha

nism for state capital. State-owned capital investm ent operations must 

serve the strategic goals o f  the state, invest m ore in key industries 

and areas that are vital to  national security and are the lifeblood o f 

the economy, focus on  offering public services, develop im portan t 

and future-oriented strategic industries, p ro tect the ecological envi

ronm ent, support scientific and technological progress, and guaran

tee national security. T he governm ent will transfer part o f  the state- 

owned capital to social security funds. We will increase the proportion 

o f  state-owned capital gains that are turned over to the public finance, 

to  be used to  ensure and improve the peopled livelihood.

State-owned enterprises (SOEs) constitute an im portant force for 

advancing m odernization and protecting the com m on interests o f  the 

people. Through many years o f  reform  SOEs have by and large assimi

lated themselves into the m arket economy. A t the same time, however, 

they have also found problem s and drawbacks in their system, which
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caU for further reform . T he D ecision proposes a series o f  targeted 

reform measures: We m ust ensure that state-owned capital increases 

its input into pubUc-service-oriented enterprises; in natural monopoly 

industries in which state-owned capital continues to  hold controlling 

interests, carry ou t a reform  focusing on  separation o f  governm ent 

adm inistration from  enterprise m anagem ent, separation o f  govern

ment administration from  state assets m anagem ent, franchise opera

tion, and governm ent oversight, separate netw ork ow nership from  

operation , and deregulate con tro l over com petitive businesses in 

light o f  the conditions o f  different industries; improve the corporate 

governance structure to  ensure sm ooth operation and effective checks 

and balances; establish a system o f  professional managers, and give 

better play to  the role o f  business executives; establish a long-term  

incentive-and-restraint mechanism, and strengthen investigations into
the accountability of S O E  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  i n v e s t m e n t ;  and explore

ways to  publicize im portan t in fo rm ation , including SO E  financial 

budgets. M oreover, SO Es should appropriately increase the p ropor

tion o f market-based recruitm ent, and properly determ ine and strictly 

regulate the salary level, post-related benefits and expenses as well as 

business spending o f  SO E managerial personnel. These measures will 

stimulate SO Es to  im prove the m odern  corporate system, enhance
their operating efficiency, better fulfill their social obligations and play

a better role in the economy.
We must adhere to the “two unswervinglys”） in order to  continue

and im prove o u r basic econom ic system. T he  D ecision  proposes 

reform  measures on  multiple levels to  encourage, support and guide 

the developm ent o f  the non-public sector o f  the economy, and to 

stimulate its vigor and creativity. O n  functional positioning, the D eci

sion points ou t that bo th  the public and non-public sectors are im por

tant com ponents o f  the sociaHst m arket economy, and an im portant 

basis for China's econom ic and social developm ent. O n  the pro tec 

tion o f  property  rights, the D ecision po in ts o u t tha t the property  

tights o f  bo th  the public and non-public sectors are inviolable. O n 

poHcy treatm ent, the Decision stresses equal rights, equal opportum -
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ties and identical rules, and a unified market access system. T he D eci

sion encourages non-public enterprises to participate in the reform  o f 

SO Es, encourages developm ent o f  m ixed-ow nership enterprises in 

which private capital holds majority shares, and encourages qualified 

private enterprises to establish a m odern corporate system. AH these 

will contribute to  the healthy developm ent o f  the non-public sector 
o f  the economy.

Third, continuing the reform  o f  the fiscal and taxation systems. 

Finance is the foundation and an im poftant pillar o f  national gover

nance. G ood  fiscal and taxation systems are the institutional guarantee 

for im proving resource allocation, maintaining m arket unity, p rom ot

ing social equity, and reaUzing enduring peace and stabiUty. Developed 

on the basis o f  the tax distribution system6 reform  initiated in 1994, 

the current fiscal and taxation systems have played an im portant role 

in increasing the governm ent^ financial strength and prom oting  the 
rapid grow th o f  the economy.

As the situation changes, the current fiscal and taxation systems 

cannot effectively respond to  the requirem ents for dividing powers 

between the central and local governm ents to improve national gover

nance. They have lagged behind our effort to transform  the economic 

grow th pattern  and prom ote the sustained and healthy developm ent 

o f  the econom y and society, and are causing problem s tha t hinder 
econom ic and social development. >

R eform  o f  the  fiscal and taxation  system s is one  o f  the  key 

points in continuing the reform  comprehensively. The reform  mainly 

includes im provem ent o f  the budgeting and taxation systems, and 

e stab lishm en t o f  a system  in w hich  au tho rity  o f  o ffice  m atches 
responsibility for expenditure.

T h e  D ecision  stipu lates th a t we will a d o p t a com plete , s tan 

dardized, open  and tran sparen t budget system , and appropriately  

increase the au thority  o f  office and responsibility  o f  expenditure 

o f  the  cen tral g o v ern m en t, inc lud ing  those  c o n ce rn in g  national 

de fen se , fo re ign  affairs, n a tio n a l security , and  un ified  n a tio n a l 

m arket rules and m anagem ent. T he authority  o f  office over some
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social security program s, and the construction  and m aintenance o f  

major trans-regional projects will be shared by the central and local 

governm ents, and the authority  o f  office will be gradually clarified 

in this regard. T he central governm ent can delegate some expendi

ture responsibilities to  local governm ents th rough transfer payments. 

In  term s o f  trans-reg ional public services w ith  g rea t im pacts on  

o ther regions, the central governm en t will shou lder som e o f  the
expenditure responsibilities o f  local governm ents th rough transfer

payments.
T he m ain aim o f  the  re fo rm  is to  clearly define au thority  o f  

office, re fo rm  the  taxation  system , m ake tax bu rdens stable and 

budgets transparent, and increase efficiency. It also aims to accelerate 

the developm ent o f  a m odern fiscal system that is conducive to the 

transform ation o f  the econom ic growth pattern, the establishment o f 

a fair market under unified rules, and the prom otion o f  equal access 

to basic public services; develop fiscal and taxation systems that are 

compatible w ith the financial resources and authority o f  office o f  the 

central and local governm ents; and mobilize the initiative o f  bo th  the 

central and local governments.
R efo rm  o f  th e  fiscal and  tax a tio n  system s is a s tep -b y -step  

process, and will take som e tim e to  com plete. T h e  Party  C entral
Committee has clearly stated that we m ust maintain the stability o f

the current financial patterns o f  the central and local governm ents, 

and further rationalize the division o f  revenues between them.

Fourth, im proving mechanisms and institutions fof the integrated 

development o f  urban and rural areas. The unbalanced developm ent 

betw een u rban  and rural areas is a serious p roblem  hindering the 

development o f  our econom y and society, a m ajor problem  we must 

solve in order to  com plete the building o f  a moderately prosperous 

society in all respects and accelerate socialist m odernization. Trem en

dous changes have taken place in China^ rural areas since the reform  

and opening-up policy was in troduced  in late 1978. How ever, the
separate urban-rum l structures have no t changed fundamentally， and

the widening gap between urban and rural developm ent has not been
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reversed. To solve these problem s, we m ust push forward the inte

grated developm ent o f  urban and rural areas.

T he D ecision states that we m ust im prove the m echanism s and 

in stitu tions  to  fo rm  new  rela tions betw een in dustry  and agricul

ture and between urban and rural areas in which industry prom otes 

agriculture, urban areas support rural developm ent, agriculture and 

industry benefit each other, and there is integrated urban and rural 

developm ent, so th a t the overw helm ing m ajority  o f  farm ers can 

participate in the m odernization process on an equal basis and share 

the fruits o f  m odernization.

T he Decision proposes reform  measures to  improve the mecha

nisms and institutions for the integrated developm ent o f  urban and 

rural areas: O ne, accelerating the building o f  a new type o f  agricul

tural operation system. We will m aintain the fundam ental status o f  

family operation in agriculture; encourage the transfer o f  contracted 

land-use right to  big, specialized operators, family farm s, farm ers’ 
cooperatives and agrobusinesses; encourage rural areas to  develop 

cooperative economies; encourage and guide industrial and com m er

cial capital to  invest in rural areas to  develop m odern  planting and 

breeding industries suited to commercialized management; and allow 

farmers to develop industrialized operation o f  agriculture by becom 

ing shareholders using their contracted land-use right, am ong other 

m easures. Two, endow ing farm ers w ith m ore p roperty  rights. We 

will p ro tec t farm ers5 contracted land-use right by law, safeguard the 

rights and interests o f  farm ers as m em bers o f  collective econom ic 

organizations， ensure rural households’ usufruct o f  their homesteads,
and select several pilot areas to steadily and prudently push forward 

the mortgage, guarantee and transfer o f  farm ers, residential property 

rights. Three, prom oting  equal exchanges o f  factors o f  production 

and balanced allocation o f  public resources between urban and rural 

areas. We will ensure m igrant w orkers receive equal pay fo r equal 

work, and ensure farmers equally share the gains from added value o f 

land; improve the agricultural insurance system; encourage investment 

in rural development, and perm it enterprises and social organizations
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to start all kinds o f  undertakings in rural areas; make a balanced allo

cation o f  com pulsory education resources betw een urban and rural 

areas, integrate the basic old-age insurance and healthcare insurance 

systems o f  urban and rural residents, and improve the balanced devel

opment o f  the m inim um  living allowance system in bo th  urban and 

rural areas; and steadily make basic urban public services available to 

all perm anent residents in cities, and incorporate farm ers w ho have 

setded down in urban areas into the urban housing and social security 

network.
Fifth, prom oting wide, multi-tiered and institutionalized consulta

tive democracy. Consultative democracy is a unique form  and distinc

tive advantage o f  C h ina^  socialist dem ocracy, and an im p o rtan t 

embodiment o f  the PartyJs mass line in the political field. Prom oting 

consultative democracy is conducive to improving the peopled orderly 

participation in political affairs, strengthening the ties between the Party 

and the people, and prom oting  scientific and dem ocratic decision

making.
P rom oting  wide, m ulti-tiered and institu tionalized consultative 

democracy is an im portant issue o f  political restructuring as stipulated 

in the Decision. T he Decision stresses that, under the leadership o f  

the Party, China will p rom ote consultation throughout society w ith 

regard to  major issues o f  economic and social development, and prac

tical issues closely related to the interests o f  the people, and adhere to 

the principle o f  consultation before policy-making and during policy 

im plem entation. We will build a consultative dem ocracy featuring 

appropriate procedures and complete segments to  expand the consul

tation channels covering organs o f  state power, com m ittees o f  the 

Chinese Peopled Political Consultative C onference (CPPCC), politi

cal parties, and com m unity-level and social organizations; conduct 

intensive consultations on issues relating to  legislation, administration, 

democracy, political participation and social problem s; give full play 

to the im portant role o f  the United Front7 in consultative democracy, 

make the CPPCC serve as a m ajor channel for conducting consul

tative dem ocracy, im prove the system  o f  the C PPC C , specify the
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contents and procedures for consultation, diversify form s o f  consul

tative democracy, and m ore actively carry out orderly consultations on 

particular issues with those working on  these issues, w ith representa

tives from  all sectors o f  society, and w ith the relevant governm ent 

departm ents on the handling o f  proposals, and increase the frequency 

o f  consultations to improve their effectiveness.

Sixth, reform ing the judiciary and its operation mechanism. The 

judiciary is an im portant com ponent o f  the political system. Miscar

riage o f  justice has been a m ajor concern  o f  the people in  recent 

years, and the judiciary suffers a lack o f  credibility largely due to 

its cu rren t defective system and operation m echanism , w hich need 

im provement.

Judicial reform  is one o f  the key points in continuing the reform  

com prehensively. T he  D ecision  puts forw ard a series o f  new  and 

rela ted  m easures in  the follow ing aspects: re fo rm  o f  the judicial 

m anagem ent system, unification o f  the m anagem ent o f  staff, funds 

and properties o f  courts and procuratorates at and below the provin- 

cial level and exploration o f  ways to establish a judicial jurisdiction 

system that is appropriately separated from  the adm inistrative divi

sions; im provem ent o f  the m echanism for the use o f  judicial power; 

im provem ent o f  the responsibility system for handling cases by the 

presiding judge and the collegiate bench, by which the judges hand 

dow n verdicts and the collegiate bench  is5 responsible for carrying 

them  out; strict regulation o f  the procedures o f  sentence com m u

tation, release on  parole and m edical parole; im provem ent o f  the 

m echan ism  fo r p rev en tin g  and  co rre c tin g  w ro n g  cases and  the  

accountability system, and strict im plem entation o f  the rule banning 

illegal evidence; establishm ent o f  a system fo r settling com plaints 

involving law violations and lawsuits made in the form  o f  letters and 

visits in accordance w ith the law; and abolition o f  the re-education 

through labor system, and im provem ent o f  laws for the punishm ent 

and correction o f  unlawful and criminal acts.

These measures are o f  vital significance for ensuring that judicial 

d ep artm en ts  independen tly  exercise the ir judicial and p ro c u ra to 
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rial powers according to  law, im proving the judicial power operation 

mechanism in w hich rights and responsibilities are clear, im proving 

judicial transparency and credibility, and safeguarding hum an rights.

Seventh, im proving  leading and w orking m echanism s for an ti

co rrup tion  efforts. F ighting  c o rru p tio n  has always been  a widely 

discussed topic inside and outside the Party. We are now mainly chal

lenged by the following problems: A nti-corruption forces perform ing 

functions separately makes it difficult to build up synergy; some cases 

are not dealt w ith resolutely; and the accountability system is too lax 

to handle reoccurring corruption cases.

The Decision lays out plans for prom oting innovation in the anti

co rrup tion  m echanism s and institu tions, and streng then ing  in sti

tutional guarantees. T he  m ain points are: strengthening the Party^ 

unified leadersh ip  to  bu ild  a clean and  h o n e s t g o v e rn m en t and 

com bat co rrup tion ; ensuring  tha t Party  com m ittees bear prim ary 

responsibility and the  com m issions fo r discipline in spection  take 

the responsibility for oversight, and working ou t and im plem enting 

a feasible accountability system; im proving the leading and working 

mechanisms for anti-corruption efforts, reform ing and im proving the 

functions o f  an ti-co rrup tion  coord ination  groups at all levels, and 

leaving the investigation o f  corruption cases mainly to  commissions 

for discipline inspection o f  higher levels; strengthening the leadership 

role o f  the higher levels over the lower levels o f  the discipline inspec

tion com m issions, and the  sim ultaneous rep o rtin g  o f  the related 

investigation process to  the Party com m ittee at the same level and 

the commission for discipline inspection at the next-higher level; and 

fully ensuring that the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection 

dispatches resident discipline inspection agencies to  the central-level 

departm ents o f  the Party and the governm ent, and im proving the 

discipline inspection system at bo th  the central and local levels, so that 

it covers all regions, all sectors, all enterprises and all public institu

tions.

All these measures are based on  past experience and the sugges

tions o f  various groups and individuals.
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E ig h th , accelerating  the  im p ro ve m e n t o f  the  leadersh ip  fo r  the 
m anagem ent o f  the In te rn e t. C yber security and  in fo rm a tio n  security 
bear on  national security and  social stability, and pose  new  challenges 
fo r  us in  m any aspects.

F a llin g  b eh in d  the  ra p id  d e ve lo p m e n t o f  In te rn e t  te ch n o lo g y  
and  ap p lica tio n s , o u r c u rre n t m anagem ent o f  the  In te rn e t is seri- 
ously  flaw ed  and  cannot fu n c tio n  p roperly. D iffe re n t adm in istrative  
bodies engaged in  m ulti-channel m anagem ent o f  the  In te rn e t, over
lap p in g  functions  and m ism atch  betw een  pow ers and  responsibilities 
— all these have led  to  in e ffic ie n t m anagem ent. A lso , as the  In te rn e t 
grow s in to  a new  fo rm  o f  the m edia, the m anagem ent o f  this on line  
m edium  and  the  indu stry  is lagg ing  far beh ind  the developm ent o f  the 
business. W ith  fast grow th  in  the  num ber o f  the users o f  m icro-blogs, 
W eC hat and  oth e r social n etw o rk  services and  instan t com m unica
tio n  too ls, w hich  spread in fo rm a tio n  qu ickly  ove r w ide  areas and  can 
m o b ilize  large  num bers o f  users, how  to  strengthen  oversigh t w ith in  
a legal fram ew ork  and  guide  p u b lic  o p in io n  and  h ow  to  ensure  the 
o rd e rly  dissem ination  o f  on lin e  in fo rm a tio n , w hile  at the  same tim e  
safeguarding  national security and  social stability, have becom e  press
in g  problem s  fo r  us.

T h e  D ecision  stipulates that we m ust adhere to  the  princip les  o f  
p ro active  usage, w ell-p lanned  d eve lop m en t, m anagem ent in  accor
dance  w ith  the  law  and  e n su rin g  safety  in  s tre n g th e n in g  m anage
m ent o f  the In te rn e t in  accordance  w ith  the law, and  accelerating  the 
im provem ent o f  the leadership  fo r  the m anagem ent o f  the  In te rnet. 
T h e  aim  o f  this  is to  in tegrate  the  fun ctions  o f  the  related  depart
m ents  and  fo rm  jo in t  fo rces  in  the  m anagem ent o f  the  In te rn e t 
covering  b oth  techno logy  and  contents, and  ranging  fro m  daily  secu
rity  to  com bating  crim es, to  ensure correct and safe In te rn e t usage.

N in th , estab lish ing  the  N a tio n a l Security  C om m iss io n . N a tio n a l 
security  and  socia l sta b ility  fo rm  the  basis fo r  fu rth e r re fo rm  and  
progress. C u rren tly  we are challenged  b y  pressure fro m  tw o  sources: 
In te rn a tio n a lly  we m ust safeguard  state sovereignty, nationa l security 
and  o u r developm ent interests, and  dom estically  we need to  m aintain

E xplanatory N otes to the ‘Decision o f the CPC Central Committee on Some Major Issues” 95

politica l and  social stab ility. A ll kinds  o f  foreseeable  and  unforesee
able risks are increasing  sign ifican tly , b u t o u r security  system  is n o t 
good enough  to  m eet the dem ands o f  ensuring  national security. W e 
need to  establish a strong  p la tfo rm  to  coord inate  ou r national security 
w ork. F o r this p urpose , estab lish ing  the  N a tio n a l Security  C om m is
sion to  strengthen  un ified  leadership  o f  national security at the  central 
level has becom e  an urgent m atter.

T h e  m ain  resp on sib ilities  o f  the  N a tio n a l Security  C om m iss ion  
are to  fo rm u late  and  im p lem en t nationa l security  strategy, p ro m o te  
national security leg islation , design  princip les  and policies  fo r  national 
security w ork , and discuss and  resolve  key issues concern ing  national 
security.

Tenth , im p ro v in g  the  cou n try^  natural resource  m anagem ent and 
oversight systems. Im p ro v in g  the  cou n tryJs natural resource  m anage
m ent system  is an im portan t re fo rm  fo r  develop ing  the p roperty  righ t 
system  fo r  natura l resources. I t  is also  the  in trin s ic  requ irem ent fo r  
building  an ecologically friend ly  country  w ith  com plete  support systems.

Some o f  ou r m ajor frustrations in  ecological protection  are caused 
by problem s in  the ecological m anagem ent system. O n e  prob lem  lies 
in  the vague concept o f  ow nership  o f  natural resources by  the w hole  
people, w hich  leads to  problem s  in  the identification  o f  the rights and 
interests o f  the owners. T o  solve  this p rob lem , the D ecision  puts fo rth  
measures fo r  im p ro v in g  the  natura l resource  m anagem ent system . 
The  gu id in g  thoughts  are: ensuring  peopled  p ro p e rty  rights  to  natu
ral resources in  accordance  w ith  the p rin cip le  o f  separation  between 
ow nership  and m anagem ent, one  issue belonging  to  one  departm ent, 
and establishing a unified  responsib ility  m echanism  fo r people  w ho  act 
on  behalf o f  the pub lic  to  manage pub lic  natural resource  assets.

T h ere  is a d iffe rence  betw een  the  state’s exercise  o f  pow er and  
m anagem ent o ve r the  natu ra l resource  assets ow ned  b y  the  w h o le  
people  and  the  stated  su p e rv is io n  and  m anagem ent o f  the  natura l 
resources w ith in  its  te rrito ry . T h e  fo rm e r is the  ow n er’s rig h t，w hile
the  la tte r is the  m an age r^  rig h t. T h is  req u ires  us to  im p ro ve  the  
system  o f  oversigh t o f  natural resources, and  fu lfill ou r duties as the
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m anagers o f  o u r te rrito ria l space. T h e  ow ners o f  state-ow ned  natu
ra l resource  assets and  the  m anagers o f  state natura l resources m ust 
act in d e p e n d e n tly , w h ile  c o o p e ra tin g  w ith  and  s u p e rv is in g  each 
other.

W e need to  realize  that o u r m ountains, w aters, forests, farm lands 
and  lakes fo rm  a liv in g  com m unity. T h e  life line  o f  the  people  com es 
fro m  the  fa rm la n d , th a t o f  the  fa rm la n d  com es  fro m  the  w ater, 
that o f  the  w ater com es fro m  the  m o un ta in , that o f  the  m ounta in  
com es fro m  the earth, and  that o f  the  earth  com es fro m  the  tree. To  
c o n tro l the  exp lo ita tion  o f  natural resources and  restore  the  ecosys
tem , we m ust fo llo w  the laws o f  nature. I f  people  o n ly  tend  to  the ir 
ow n  responsib ilities, fo r  exam ple, g ro w in g  trees, regu lating  rivers  o r 
pro tecting  farm land  in  iso la tion , they  are prone  to  ga in ing  in  one  area 
and  los in g  in  another, w hich  eventually  leads to  system ic destruction  
o f  the  ecology. T h ere fo re , it  is o f  the utm ost im portance  to  put one 
departm ent in  charge o f  the  usage o f  the  entire  te rrito ry  o f  a coun
try, and  ca rry  ou t un ified  p ro tection  and  restoration  program s  fo r  its 
natural resources.

E le ve n th , estab lish ing  the  L ea d in g  G ro u p  fo r  F u rth e r R e fo rm  
under the  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee . C on tin u in g  the  re fo rm  com pre
hensively  is a com plicated  system  engineering  pro ject, w hich  requires 
m ore  than  one  o r  several departm ents to  ca rry  out. T h ere fo re , leader
ship  at a h igher level should  be established  fo r  this purpose.

T h e  D ecision  stipulates that the  Party C entral C om m ittee  w ill set 
up  the  Lead ing  G ro u p  fo r  F u rth e r R efo rm . T h is  is to  give  better play 
to  the  P arty^  core  fun ctio n  as leader h avin g  a p ictu re  o f  the  w hole  
situation  and  as ch ie f coo rd in a to r o f  d iffe ren t aspects, so as to  ensure 
the  re fo rm  progresses sm o o th ly  and  the  assigned  tasks are im p le 
m ented  as p lanned. T h e  m ain  responsib ilities  o f  th is  lead ing  grou p  
are p la n n in g  key n ation a l re fo rm s , p ro m o tin g  coo rd in a ted  re fo rm s  
in  va rio u s  fie lds, co o rd in a tin g  va rio u s  forces  in to  a jo in t  fo rce  fo r  
re fo rm , strengthening  supervis ion  and  oversigh t, and  p ro m o tin g  fu ll 
im p lem entation  o f  the  re fo rm ’s aim  and tasks.
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T h e  task o f  this p lenary  session is to  discuss the  gu id in g  thought 
and plans fo r  con tin u in g  the  re fo rm  com prehensively  as proposed  in  
the D ecision . F o r the  discussion, please bear the  fo llo w in g  in  m ind:

F irs t, w e  m ust be  m o re  c o n fid e n t and  courageous  in  p u sh in g  
forw ard  re fo rm . R e fo rm  and  o p en in g  up  is a new  great re vo lu tio n  
o f  the Chinese  people  led  b y  ou r Party  in  the  new  era. I t  is the m ost 
outstanding  characteristic o f  con tem porary  C hina , and  the  distinctive  
feature o f  o u r Party. W h at has helped  o u r P arty  insp ire  the  people , 
u n ify  them  and  p u ll th e ir strength  togeth er o ve r the  past 35 years? 
W hat have we been  re ly in g  o n  to  stim ulate  the  creativity  and v ita lity  
o f  ou r people, reali2 e rap id  econom ic  and social developm ent and w in  
a com petitive  advantage ove r capitalism ? T h e  answer has always been 
re fo rm  and open ing  up.

L o o k in g  to  the  future , there  is n o  alternative  to  con tin u in g  re fo rm  
and  o p e n in g  up  i f  w e  are to  so lve  a ll sorts  o f  d iffic u lt  p ro b lem s  
h in d e rin g  o u r deve lop m en t, defuse  risks  and  m eet challenges in  all 
aspects, give  better play  to  the advantages o f  socialism  w ith  Chinese  
characteristics, and  p ro m o te  the  steady and  healthy  developm ent o f  
the econom y  and  society.

A t  the curren t stage, close attention  to  o u r re fo rm  and  opening-up  
drive  com es from  inside  and  outside  the Party  and  inside  and outside  
the cou n try  as w ell. T h e  entire  P arty  and  all sectors o f  society have 
high  expectations fo r  us. O u r  re fo rm  has com e  to  a critica l juncture. 
W e m ust n o t w aver in  the  slightest degree  in  c a rry in g  o u t re fo rm  
and open ing  up, and  we m ust continue  to  u p h o ld  and  firm ly  adhere 
to  the  c o rre c t path  o f  socia lism  w ith  C hinese  characteristics. T h e  
w hole  P arty  m ust re a ffirm  o u r c o n v ic tio n  to  push  fo rw a rd  re fo rm  
w ith  greater p o litica l courage  and w isdom , and  stronger measures and 
m ethods.

Second, we m ust continue  to  free o u r m inds  and  seek tru th  from  
facts. T o  keep o u r banner o f  re fo rm  and open ing  up  fly in g  h igh , we 
m ust also  take pragm atic  m easures once  w e  have  a stro n g  con vic-
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tio n . A ctio n s  speak louder than  w ords. I t  is a strategic choice  o f  the 
C P C  C e n tra l C om m ittee  to  m ake  o ve ra ll plans fo r  c o n tin u in g  the  
re fo rm  com p reh en sive ly  at the  T h ird  P lenary  Session  o f  the  18th  
C P C  C entra l C om m ittee. W e m ust take this o p p o rtu n ity  to  make new  
breakthroughs  in  o u r re fo rm . F o r this to  happen, we need to  fu rth e r 
free  o u r m inds.

T o  b reak  dow n  the  b a rrie rs  o f  o ld  n o tio n s  and  the  fences o f  
interest groups, freeing  the  m in d  is the  firs t and  m ost im p ortan t step. 
O fte n , the roadblocks  in  o u r m inds  that h inder re fo rm  do  n o t com e 
fro m  outside  the system , but fro m  w ith in . I f  the m in d  is n o t freed  we 
can hard ly  see the  cru x  o f  o u r problem s  w ith  the  interest groups, o r 
p in p o in t the  d irection  o f  o u r e ffo rt to  break  dow n  the  barriers. W e 
w ill also fin d  it  d iffic u lt to  com e  up  w ith  innovative  re fo rm  measures. 
T h ere fo re , we m ust have the  courage  and  breadth  o f  v is io n  to  seek 
se lf-im provem ent. W e need  to  th ro w  o f f  the  tram m els o f  outdated  
ideas and  overcom e  the  constra in ts  p u t in  place  b y  va riou s  d ep art
m ents fo r  th e ir ow n  interests, and  p ro active ly  con duct research  and 
propose  re fo rm  measures.

B e fo re  p u ttin g  fo rth  a re fo rm  m easure, we m ust research  and  
discuss it  carefully, but this does n o t m ean being  overcautious o r  hesi
tant to  try  anyth ing  new. I t  is n o t possible  to  ca rry  ou t re fo rm s  w hile  
keeping  o u r current w o rk  pattern  and  operation  system  in tact, n o r is 
it  possible  to  do  it  in  a rock-steady o r  risk-free  m anner. A s  lo n g  as we 
have done  th o rou gh  research  and  appraisal, and  kn ow  w hat we are 
g o in g  to  do  agrees w ith  the  actual cond itions  and  needs to  be done， 
we w ill g o  ahead w ith ou t lo o k in g  back.

T h ird , we m ust p u t the  interests o f  the  state firs t w hen  m aking  
d e lib e ra tio n s . C o n tin u in g  the  re fo rm  co m p re h e n s ive ly  is a m a jo r 
strategic p lan  con ce rn in g  the  o ve ra ll deve lopm ent o f  the  P arty  and  
the  state, rather than  a single  p rogram  to  re fo rm  a certain  aspect o f  a 
sector. iCO n e  w ho  fails to  plan  fo r  the w hole  situation  is incapable  o f  
p la n n in g  fo r  a p artia l area.,,s Y o u  com e  fro m  d iffe re n t departm ents 
and  units, and  you  need to  see th ings  fro m  a w id er perspective. F o r 
m ajo r decis ions, firs t we sh ou ld  judge  w h eth er a p ro p o sed  re fo rm
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m easure m eets the  needs o f  the  cou n try , and  w h eth er it  is con d u 
cive to  the  long-term  developm ent o f  the cause o f  the Party  and  the
state. ^We m ust strive  to  lo o k  fo rw ard  in to  the  fu tu re , th in k  beyond

the tim es, and  p ro active ly  draw  up  plans. T h is  w ill enable us to  put 
th rough  re fo rm  m easures that w ill genu inely  p ro m o te  the  cause o f  
the Party and the people.

T o  continue  the  re fo rm  com prehensive ly, we shou ld  strengthen  
p lann ing  at the  top  leve l and  adopt a h o lis tic  approach  in  d o in g  so. 
We should  study m ore  in tensive ly  the connectedness, consistency and 
feasibility o f  o u r re fo rm  measures. A s  we say, <fW e m ust push  re fo rm
forw ard  b o ld ly  and  steadily.”  H ere  “ steadily”  means adopting  a h o lis
tic  approach  in  p la n n in g , d o in g  o ve ra ll research  and  m aking  deci-

sions scientifically. R efo rm s  in  the  econom y, p o litics , cu ltu re, society 
and ecology  are closely  connected  to  and integrated  in  the  re fo rm  o f  
Party b u ild in g . R e fo rm  in  one  sector w ill always affect oth er sectors 
and require  other sectors to  re fo rm  accordingly. I f  re fo rm s  in  d iffe r
ent areas do  n o t support each other, and  the  measures taken in  some 
sectors tu rn  out to  check the  progress o f  oth e r sectors, we w ill fin d  
it d iffic u lt to  continue  the  re fo rm  com prehensively; we w ill get in to  a 
m uddle  w ith  the  re fo rm  i f  we disregard  these factors.

N o te s

1 T he Third Plenary Session o f  the 11th CPC Central Committee was convened
in Beijing from  D ecem ber 18 to 22, 1978. A t this plenary session , Marxism was

reestablished as the guideline for the Party^ ideological, political and organizational 

work. This plenary session also made the historic decision to shift the focus o f  the 

Party and state to econom ic developm ent and to introduce the reform and opening-
up initiative， which marked a great transition o f  far-reaching significance in the his-

tory o f  the CPC since the founding o f  the Peopled Republic in 1949, and thereby 

ushering in a new period o f  reform and opening up in China.

2 D eng Xiaoping: ^Excerpts from Talks Given in Wuchang, Shenzhen, Zhuhai
and Shanghai,” <  D 叫 Vol. III，Eng. ed” Foreign Languages

Press, Beijing, 1994, p. 358.
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3 Liu Yunshan, born in 1947 and a native o f  X inzhou City, Shanxi Province, 

was then a meinber o f  the Standing Comm ittee o f  the Political Bureau o f  the Party 

Central Comm ittee, a m ember o f  the Secretariat o f  the Party Central Committee 

and president o f  the Central Party School.

Zhang Gaoli, born in 1946 and a native o f  Jinjiang, Fujian Province, was then 

a mem ber o f  the Standing Comm ittee o f  the Political Bureau o f  the Party Central 

Committee and vice premier o f  the State Council.

5 The “two unswervinglys” are: We will unswervingly consolidate and develop
the public sector o f  the economy, and at the same time unswervingly encourage, 

support and guide the developm ent o f  the non-public sector o f  the economy.

T he tax distribution system is a m odel fiscal m anagement system. It divides 

the distribution o f  all taxation items o f  the country between the central and local 

governments, so as to define the ranges o f  their respective revenues. Its nature is to 

specify the financial power o f  the central and local governm ents according to their 

authority o f  office, and to form  the respective revenue systems o f  the central and 

local governm ents through the distribution o f  taxation items between them. China 

adopted the tax distribution system on  January 1,1994.

7 The United Front refers to the political union formed by various social and po- 

Htical forces, including social classes and strata, poHtical parties and groups, and even 

ethnic groups and nations, based on  their com m on interests, to achieve a com m on  

goal under certain historical conditions. T he United Front under the leadership o f  

the CPC is the broadest revolutionary, socialist and patriotic United Front formed 

by all ethnic groups, all political parties, all social strata and people o f  all circles in 

China during the N ew  Dem ocratic Revolution (1919-1949), socialist construction  

and reform, to achieve national independence, democracy and prosperity and the 

rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation.

8 Chen Danran: ^Proposals on  M oving the Capital and Establishing Feudato

ries,E nlightening Speeches {Wu Yan). Chen Danran (1859-1930) was a Htterateur in the 
Qing Dynasty.

Align Our Thinking with the Guidelines 
of the Third Plenary Session 

of the 18th CPC Central Committee*

N o v e m b e r  1 2 ,  2 0 1 3

W e have to  u n ify  the  th in k in g  and  w ill o f  the  w hole  Party  firs t in  
order to  u n ify  the  th in k in g  and  w ill o f  the  people  o f  all C h in a^  ethnic 
groups so that everyone  w orks  together to  advance o u r re fo rm .

H ere, I  need to  m ake a few  points  on  how  we should  im p lem ent
the guidelines o f  the  p lenary  session, w ith  the  focus o n  the  gu id in g

princip les, overa ll plans, objectives and  tasks it  has set fo rth .
F irst, we m ust take im p ro v in g  and develop ing  the socialist system  

w ith  Chinese characteristics and m o d ern izin g  o u r national governance  
system  and  capacity  as the  genera l go a l o f  c o n tin u in g  the  re fo rm  
com prehensively. D en g  X ia o p in g  said in  1992 that it  w ould  probab ly
ta k e  a n o t h e r  30 y e a rs  for us to develop a more mature and well-defined

system  in  e ve ry  fie ld . Based  o n  h is  strateg ic  th o u g h t, the  p le n a ry  
session proposed  m o d e rn iz in g  o u r nationa l governance  system  and  
capacity. T h is  is som ething  that m ust be done  to  im prove  and develop  
the socialist system  and  to  achieve socialist m odern ization . W e decided  
to  focus o n  the question  o f  con tin u in g  the  re fo rm  com prehensively  
at the p lenary  session — n o t the re fo rm  o f  one  o r  several fie lds, but 
o f  all areas. W e m ade this decision  out o f  the overa ll consideration  o f  
im p ro v in g  o u r national governance  system  and capacity.

T h e  national governance  system  and  capacity o f  a cou n try  ep ito
m ize  n o t o n ly  its m any systems but also how  w ell it  can enforce  them . 
O u r  n ation a l govern ance  system  is a system  o f  in s titu tio n s  w ith in

* Part o f the speech at the second full assembly o f the Third Plenary Session o f the 

18th CPC Central Committee.
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w h ich  the  c o u n try  is g o ve rn e d  w ith  the  lead ersh ip  o f  the  Party. It  
com prises econom ic, p o litic a l, cu ltu ra l, socia l and  ecolog ica l as w ell 
as P a rty -b u ild in g  system s and  m ech an ism s, law s and  regu la tions .

T h is  is a com plete  set o f  closely  connected  and  coord inated  systems
o f  the  state. O u r  n atio n a l governance  capacity  is the  a b ility  to  use 
these system s to  m anage  socia l affa irs , in c lu d in g  re fo rm , deve lop 
m ent and  stability, dom estic  and  fo re ign  affa irs, national defense, and 
the  ru n n in g  o f  the  Party, state and m ilita ry. O u r  national governance  
system  and  capacity  co m p le m e n t each  o th e r and  fo rm  an organ ic  
w hole . A n  effective  governance  system  w ill lead  to  greater governance  
capacity, w hile  greater governance  capacity can  m ake the governance  
system  m ore  effective.

A ctua lly , h ow  to  g o ve rn  a socialist society, a com plete ly  new  soci
ety, has n o t been  c lea rly  addressed  b y  w o rld  socia lism  so far. K a rl 
M arx  and  F ried rich  E nge ls  had  n o  practical experience  in  the  com pre
hensive  governance  o f  a socia list cou n try , as th e ir theories  about a 
fu tu re  society  w ere  m o stly  p re d ic tive . V la d im ir  L e n in , w h o  passed 
away a few  years after the  O cto b e r R e vo lu tio n  (1917) in  Russia, was 
thus unable  to  exp lore  this question  in  depth . T h e  S oviet U n io n  tack
led  th is  question  and  ga ined  som e  exp erience , b u t it  m ade  serious 
m istakes and  fa iled  to  reso lve  the  p ro b le m . O u r  P arty  has w orked  
on  the  same question  stead ily  ever since it  cam e to  nationa l pow er, 
and , in  spite  o f  serious setbacks, has accuntu lated  rich  experience  
and achieved  great success in  im p ro v in g  o u r governance  system  and 
enhancing  o u r governance  capacity. T h e  success has been particu larly  
resoun d ing  since we adopted  the  p o lic y  o f  re fo rm  and  op en in g  up. 
E n jo y in g  p o litic a l sta b ility , e con om ic  g ro w th , socia l h a rm o n y  and  
ethnic  unity, today^  C h in a  poses a strik in g  con trast to  m any  regions 
and  countries that suffer constant chaos. T h is  show s that o u r national 
governance  system  and  capacity  are on  the  w h o le  qu ite  sound  and
suited  to  o u r national con d ition s  and  deve lopm ent needs.

A t  the  same tim e , w e  sh ou ld  also  re a lize  th a t, com p ared  w ith  
C hina  s needs fo r  social and  econom ic  deve lopm ent and  o u r peopled  
expectations, and  com pared  w ith  tod ay^  in c re a s in g ly  intense  in te r

national co m p e titio n , and  the  need  to  ensure  p ro lo n g ed  stab ility  at 
hom e, we still have  m any  sh ortcom in gs  to  overcom e  in  im p ro v in g  
our national governance  system  and  capacity. T o  realize  genuine  social 
harm on y  and  stab ility , and  lastin g  peace and  security, we m ust re ly  
on  our effective  institu tions, o u r h igh  capacity in  governance  and  ou r 
high-caliber personnel. T o  give  free  re in  to  the  advantages o f  Chinese  
socialism , we m ust p rom ote  the  m odern iza tion  o f  o u r national gover
nance system  and  capacity in  all fields.

To modernize our national governance system and  capacity  we

should  adapt p ro p e rly  to  the  changing  tim es, and  re fo rm  outdated  
systems, m echanism s, laws and  regulations, w hile  b u ild in g  new  ones 
to  make ou r institu tions  in  a ll respects m ore  appropriate  and  com plete  
and the governance  o f  Party, state and  social affairs m ore  in s titu tio n 
alized, standardized  and  procedure-based. W e should  pay m ore  atten
tion  to  b u ild in g  o u r governance  capacity, enhancing  o u r awareness o f  
the need to  act in  accordance  w ith  institu tions  and  the  law, and  ou r 
skills in  ru n n in g  the  cou n try  w ith  institu tions  and  the  law, transfo rm 
in g  o u r in s titu tio n a l advantages in to  greater govern ance  e ffe c tive 
ness, and  enhancing  the  P artyJs capacity to  go vern  in  an effective  and 
dem ocratic way, and  in  accordance  w ith  the law.

S eco nd , w e  m u st fu rth e r  free  o u r  m in d , fu rth e r  release  and  
develop  the  p ro d u ctive  forces, and  fu rth e r stim ulate  and  strengthen  
the v ig o r  o f  society. T h e  uthree  fu rthers, p ut. forw ard  at the  plenary
session are b oth  objectives and conditions  o f  ou r re fo rm . Freeing  ou r

m ind  is a prerequisite  o r  the ultim ate  sw itch  fo r releasing and develop
in g  the productive  forces, and  strengthening  the  v ig o r  o f  o u f society. 
W ith o u t free in g  o u r m in d , o u r P arty  w o u ld  n o t have  been  able  to  
make the  h isto ric  decision  to  sh ift the  focus o f  the  w o rk  o f  the  Party 
and the  c o u n try  to  econ om ic  deve lop m en t and  launch  re fo rm  and  
opening  up  sh ortly  after the  ten-year tu rm o il o f  the  C u ltu ra l R evo lu
tio n , ushering  in  a new  era in  C h in a^  developm ent. W ith o u t freeing  
ou r m in d , o u r Party  w ou ld  n ot have been  able to  prom ote  theoretical 
and  practica l in n o va tio n , rem ove  risks and  challenges effective ly  to  
advance re fo rm  and  open ing  up  steadily, and  rem ain  at the  fo re fro n t
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o f  the  tim es. R eleasing  and  d e ve lo p in g  the  p ro d u c tive  forces, and  
stim u lating  and  strengthen ing  the  v ig o r  o f  o u r society  are an in e v i
table  outcom e  as w ell as an im p ortan t basis fo r  free ing  the  m ind .

T o  com plete  the b u ild in g  o f  a m oderate ly  prosperous  society in  
all respects, achieve socialist m o dern iza tion  and the  great renew al o f  
the  C hinese  n ation , the  m ost essential and  urgent task is to  fu rth e r 
release and  develop  the p roductive  forces. T h e  purpose  o f  free ing  ou r 
m inds, and  stim u lating  and  strengthen ing  the  v ig o r  o f  society  is to  
better release and develop  the  p roductive  forces. D en g  X ia o p in g  said, 
“ R e vo lu tio n  m eans the  em ancipation  o f  the  p ro d u ctive  forces, and 
so does re fo rm . A fte r  the basic socialist system  has been  established 
it  w ill be necessary to  fundam enta lly  change the econom ic  structure  
that has ham pered  the  developm ent o f  the p roductive  forces and  to  
establish  a v ig o ro u s  socia list econ om ic  structure  that w ill p ro m o te  
the ir developm ent/5 B y  con tin u in g  re fo rm , we w ill unleash  the v ita l
ity  o f  w o rk , know ledge, techno logy, m anagem ent, capita l and  other 
factors to  open  an abundance o f  social wealth. In  add ition , we m ust 
keep v ita lity  and  o rd e r in  p ro p e r balance, as society needs v ita lity  to  
progress, b u t such v ita lity  should  be accom panied  b y  order. N e ith e r a 
p o o l o f  stagnant w ater n o r a surging  undercurrent is w hat we want.

W e stress the need to  have confidence  in  o u r path , in  o u r theories 
and  in  o u r system . In  oth er w ords, we need to  have strong  w ill pow er 
and  fa ith . A t  the same tim e, we also need a strong  m aterial pow er that 
bolsters such w ill pow er and  fa ith . T h is  requires constant re fo rm s  and 
in n o va tio n s  to  ensure  that C hinese  socialism  is m ore  e ffic ie n t than  
capita lism  in  releasing  and  deve lop in g  the  p ro d u ctive  forces, stim u
la tin g  and  strengthen ing  the  v ig o r  o f  society  and  p ro m o tin g  a w ell- 
ro u n d e d  d eve lop m en t o f  the  p erson , and  the  a rou s in g  o f  greater 
enthusiasm , in itia tive  and  crea tiv ity  am ong  the  peop le , create m ore  
favorable  cond itions  fo r  social developm ent, and  show  a better edge 
in  com p etition , thus fu lly  disp laying  its advantages.

T h ird , we m ust keep  o u r focus  o n  econom ic  re fo rm s , and  give  
fu ll play  to  th e ir catalytic  ro le . T h e  p lenary  session presented  a road  
m ap  fo r  fu rth e rin g  re fo rm  com p reh en s ive ly , w ith  “ s ix  cen te rin g-
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o n s ，”2 stressing  the  need  to  focus  o n  econ om ic  re fo rm s  and  th e ir
lead ing  ro le . T h e  basic fact that C h in a  is s till in  the  p rim a ry  stage 
o f  socialism  and  w ill lo n g  rem ain  so has n o t changed; n o r has the  
p rin cip a l p rob lem  in  o u r society, nam ely, inadequacy in  m eeting  the 
ever-grow ing  m ateria l and  cu ltu ra l needs o f  the  peop le , because o f  
backw ard  social p ro d u c tio n ; and  n o r has C h in a ^  in te rn a tion a l p osi
tio n  as the  w o rld s  largest deve lop in g  coun try . A ll th is  dictates that 
econom ic  d e ve lo p m e n t w ill rem ain  the  focus  o f  the  w o rk  o f  the  
w hole  Party.

C u rre n tly , m o st s tru c tu ra l and  in s titu tio n a l b a rrie rs  h in d e rin g  
C hina^  p ro p e r developm ent are found  in  the  econom y. O u r  econom ic  
re fo rm s  have  n o t been  co m p le te d , n o r  has the  p o te n tia l o f  such  
re fo rm s  been  fu lly  released. T o  keep econom ic  deve lopm ent as ou r 
central task we m ust continue  to  focus on  econom ic  re fo rm s  w ith ou t 
the slightest hesitation.

T h e  e con om ic  base dete rm ines  the  su p erstru ctu re . E c o n o m ic  
re fo rm s  have  a sign ifican t and  pervasive  bearing  o n  the  re fo rm  o f  
other fields. A n d  the  tem po  o f  progress in  m ajor econom ic  re fo rm s  
determ ines that o f  a host o f  other re fo rm s, p laying  a critica l part in  
the overall situation . In  the  <cPreface to  A  Contribution to the Critique of 

Political Econom y  K a rl M arx  observed  that <cIn  the  social p ro du ction  
o f  their existence, m en  in evitab ly  enter in to  defin ite  relations, w hich  
are independent o f  th e ir w ill, nam ely, relations o f  p ro du ction  appro-
priate to  a given  stage in  the  developm ent o f  the ir m aterial forces o f
p roduction . T h e  to ta lity  o f  these relations o f  p ro d u ction  constitutes 
the econom ic  structure  o f  society, the  real found ation , on  w hich  arises 
a legal and p o litica l superstructure  and  to  w hich  correspond  defin ite  
form s  o f  social consciousness/53 A s  we continue  to  re fo rm  com pre
hensively, we should  keep o u r focus on  econom ic  re fo rm s, and  strive  
to  m ake  b re a k th ro u g h s  in  the  re fo rm  o f  key  fie ld s , so tha t such  
breakth roughs  w ill d rive  and  stim ulate  re fo rm s  in  o th e r areas, and  
ensure that these re fo rm s  can w ork  together and  progress in  concert. 
We should  n ot take a fragm ented  and  uncoord inated  approach  in  this 
regard.
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F o u rth , we m ust u p h o ld  the d irection  o f  re fo rm  tow ards a social
is t m arket econom y. Id e n tify in g  o u r re fo rm  as a im in g  to  establish  
a socia list m arket econom y  is a sign ifican t theo retica l and  practical 
in n o va tio n  o u r P arty  m ade in  the  course  o f  b u ild in g  socialism  w ith  
C hinese  characteristics. T h is  reso lved  a m a jo r p ro b le m  tha t o th e r 
socialist countries had  lo n g  failed  to  resolve.

O v e r the past tw o  decades o r  so we have advanced econom ic  and 
other re fo rm s  centering  on  the goal o f  establishing  a socialist m arket 
econom y, and realized  a great h istoric  transition  from  a h igh ly  central
ize d  p lanned  econom y  to  a rob u st socia list m arket econom y, fro m  
seclusion  and sem i-seclusion to  all-dim ensional open ing  up, and from  
a life  o f  subsistence  to  one  o f  in itia l p ro sp erity . T h e  h is to ric  leap  
fo rw a rd  b y  w h ich  C h in a^  econom y  rose  to  the  second  place  in  the 
w o rld  has grea tly  increased  the  enthusiasm  o f  the  C hinese  peop le , 
grea tly  boosted  the  deve lopm ent o f  C h in a^  p ro d u ctive  forces, and  
added great v ig o r  to  the Party and the  country.

A t  the  same tim e , we sh ou ld  also  be  aware tha t a lth o u gh  o u r 
socialist m arket econom y  has taken shape in itia lly , it  is n o t com plete  
as a system , and  it  is n o t yet m ature. In  particu la r, a balance  between 
the  ro le  o f  the  g o ve rn m e n t and  tha t o f  the  m arke t in  e ffe c tive ly  
and  u n re s tric te d ly  a llo ca tin g  resources is yet to  be established. So 
w e  have  to  m ake  strenuous  e ffo rts  to  fu lf ill the  strateg ic  task  o f  
q u ick ly  im p ro v in g  o u r socialist m arket econom y  set b y  the  18th  Party 
Congress.

T h e  key to  establish ing  a sound  socialist m arket econom y  lies in  
strik in g  a p ro p e r balance between the ro le  o f  the  governm ent and that 
o f  the  m arket, so that the  m arket can play a decisive  ro le  in  allocating  
resources and  the  governm ent can play its ow n  ro le  m ore  effectively. 
T h is  represents another m ajor step forw ard  in  o u r P artyJs theoretical 
and  practical exp lo ration .

E s ta b lis h in g  a sound  socia list m arket econ om y  is n o t o n ly  the  
basic need fo r  the  econom ic  re fo rm s, but also the  core  requirem ent 
fo r  com prehensive ly  con tin u in g  o u r re fo rm . L ettin g  the m arket play 
a decisive  ro le  in  a lloca tin g  resources w ill m ain ly  requ ire  econom ic
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re fo rm s, b u t it  w ill also  in e v ita b ly  a ffect p o litic s , cu ltu re , society, 
ecolog ica l progress  and  P arty  b u ild in g . In s titu tio n a l re fo rm s  o f  all 
areas should  be p rom oted  in  concert w ith  establishing  a sound  social
ist m arket econom y, w h ile  ensuring  that the ir related  links  better m eet 
the dem ands o f  a g ro w in g  socialist m arket econom y.

F ifth , we m ust m ake the  p ro m o tio n  o f  social fairness and  justice 
and the im p ro vem en t o f  w ellbe ing  b o th  the  starting  p o in t and  u lti
mate goal. Since the  beg inn ing  o f  re fo rm  and  open ing  up, C hina  has 
made rem arkable  achievem ents in  econom ic  and  social developm ent, 
w hich  p ro v id e  a so lid  m ateria l fou n d a tion  and  favorab le  con d ition s  
fo r social fairness and  justice. N evertheless, given  the  current level o f  
developm ent, in justice  and  inequ a lity  are still quite  com m on  in  ou r 
society. A s  C h ina  develops fu rth e r and  the  peopled  liv in g  standards 
im prove , p ub lic  awareness o f  equality  and  dem ocracy, and  o f  rights  
and interests has been  steadily enhanced, and  hence peopled  resent
m ent at in justice  becom es m ore  pronounced.

A fte r  com p rehen sive ly  re v ie w in g  and  an a lyzin g  C h in a Js cu rren t 
social and  econom ic  deve lopm ent, the  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  has 
concluded  that this p rob lem , i f  n o t resolved  in  good  tim e, w ill reduce 
public  confidence  in  ou r re fo rm  and open ing  up, and underm ine  social 
harm ony  and stability. A s  the 18th  Party Congress pointed  out, fairness 
and justice are inherent requirem ents o f  socialism  w ith  Chinese charac
teristics. W e m ust, re ly ing  o n  the concerted  effo rts  o f  all the Chinese 
people and based on  econom ic  and  social developm ent, step up  efforts  
to  deve lop  in s titu tio n s  that are v ita l to  ensuring  socia l fairness and  
justice; establish in  due course  a system  fo r  ensuring  fairness in  society 
featuring, am ong  oth e r th ings, equal righ ts , equal op p ortun itie s  and  
fa ir rules fo r  all; and  foster a fa ir social environ m en t and  ensure the 
peopled  equal rig h t to  participation  in  governance  and  to  developm ent.

T h is  p len ary  session  stressed that to  com p rehen sive ly  con tin ue  
re fo rm  we m ust m ake the  p ro m o tio n  o f  social fairness and  justice, 
and  im p ro vem en t o f  the  p eop led  lives  b o th  the  sta rtin g  p o in t and  
u ltim ate  goa l. T h is  is a necessary requ irem en t o f  the  fundam enta l 
purpose  o f  o u r Party, w h ich  is to  serve  the  people  w holehearted ly.
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C o m p re h e n s ive ly  fu rth e rin g  the  re fo rm  m ust be the  guarantee  o f  
b u ild in g  a m ore  equitab le  and  just socia l e n v iro n m e n t, addressing  
breaches o f  equity  and justice，and b rin g in g  m ore  o f  the  benefits o f  
developm ent to  all the people  in  a fa ire r fashion. I f  we cannot deliver 
tangib le  benefits to  the people , and  create a fa irer social environm ent, 
and, w orse  still, i f  we cause m ore  inequality, then  o u r re fo rm  w ill lose 
its m eaning  and  cannot be sustained.

R e a liz in g  socia l fa irness and  justice  requ ires  m u ltip le  facto rs , a 
h ig h e r le ve l o f  socia l and  e co n o m ic  d eve lop m en t b e in g  the  m ost 
c ru c ia l one. U n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  and  desires fo r  socia l fa irness  and  
justice  m ay d iffe r w hen  there  are differences  in  deve lopm ent levels 
and  h is to rica l periods, and  p eop le ’s o u tlo o k  and  social background . 
W h en  we speak o f  social fairness and  justice, we m ean  to  proceed  
from  the fundam ental interests o f  the  overw helm ing  m ajo rity  o f  the 
p eop le , and  v iew  and  address th is  p ro b lem  fro m  the  la rge r p ictu re  
o f  socia l deve lop m en t, socia l h a rm o n y  and  the  p eop le  as a w hole . 
T h e  vio la tion s  o f  social fairness and  justice in  the cou n try  are m ainly  
fundam ental prob lem s  in  the  course  o f  deve lopm ent, w h ich  can  be 
reso lved  b y  in s titu tio n a l, lega l and  p o lic y  arrangem ents  in  tandem  
w ith  con tinued  developm ent. W e m ust take econom ic  deve lopm ent 
as the  central task, p rom ote  sustained and  sound  g ro w th , and  4<make 
the cake b igger,,J thereby laying  a m ore  solid  m aterial foundation  fo r 
greater social fairness and justice. ?

T h is  does n o t m ean  that we shou ld  w ait to  address the  prob lem  
o f  socia l fa irness  and  justice  u n til the  econ om y  is d eve lop ed . T h e  
nature  o f  the  problem s  m ay d iffe r fro m  p eriod  to  p eriod , bearing  the 
features o f  society -  developed  o r  n ot so developed  — in  w hich  they are 
found . E ven  w hen  the “ cake”  has indeed  becom e bigger, we m ust cut it 
fairly. T h e  Chinese people  have always had a perception  that ''inequality  
rather than  w ant is the cause o f  trouble .’’4 Based on  continued  devel- 
opm ent，we should  do  a better job  o f  p ro m o tin g  fairness and  justice, 
try in g  o u r best w hile  being  m in d fu l o f  ou r lim ita tions  so that we can 
keep m aking  progress in  ensuring  peopled  access to  education , rem u- 
nerable  em ploym ent, health  care, old-age  care and housing.
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N o  m atter w hat developm ent level a society is at, institu tions  are 
always an indispensable  guarantee  o f  social fairness and  justice. W e 
should  strive  to  overcom e  in justice  and  in e q u a lity  caused b y  m an
m ade facto rs  th ro u g h  in n o va tive  in s titu tio n a l a rran gem en ts , and
ensure o u r p eop le ’s righ ts  to  equal p a rtic ip a tio n  and  deve lopm ent.
We should  take social fairness and justice and  the  liv in g  standards o f  
the people  as a m irro r to  exam ine  o u r system s, m echanism s, policies 
and regu la tions  in  all respects, and  in tro d u ce  re fo rm s  a cco rd in g ly  
by focusing  on  areas w here  the  problem s  o f  in justice  and  inequality  
are m ost prevalent. A s  fo r  problem s  caused b y  unsound  institu tiona l 
arrangem ents, tim ely  measures shou ld  be taken  to  re flect better the  
princip le  o f  fairness and justice in  ou r socialist society and better real
ize, m aintain  and develop  the fundam ental interests o f  o u r people.

S ixth , we must rely on  the people  to  prom ote  re fo rm . T he  people  
are the creators o f  h istory  and the source o f  ou r strength. T he  funda
m ental reason  w hy ou r re fo rm  and open ing  up  has w on  the peopled  
w holehearted  support and  vigo rou s  partic ip a tion  all along  lies in  the 
fact that fro m  the  ve ry  b eg in n in g  we let the  cause strike  deep roots  
am ong the people. T he  D ecision  o f  this plenary  session review ed  the
valuable experiences o f  ou r re fo rm  and opening  up，one  o f  w hich  high-
lighted  the im portance  o f  putting  people  first, respecting the ir principal 
position  in  the country, g iv in g  free rein  to  the ir creativity, and p ro m o t
ing  re fo rm  w ith  the close support o f  the people. In  the absence o f  the 
peopled  support and  p artic ip a tion , n o  re fo rm  can possib ly  succeed. 
N o  m atter w hat difficu lties  and challenges we m ay encounter, we w ill 
prevail as lon g  as we have the peopled  support and participation . W e 
must im plem ent the Party^  mass line  and ra lly  closely w ith  the people, 
sharing weal and woe w ith  them , and w ork ing  vigo rou s ly  by  their side.

T o  push  forw ard  any key re fo rm  we m ust have the  m ajor issues 
con ce rn in g  the  te fo rm  exam ined  and  addressed  fro m  the  p eo p le ’s 
standpoint, w hile  fo rm u la tin g  guidelines and  measures based o n  the 
people’s interests. W ang  Fu  o f  the Eastern  H an  D ynasty  (25-220) said， 
<cT he  roc  soars lith e ly  n ot m erely because o f  the  lightness o f  one  o f  
its feathers; the steed runs fast n ot m erely because o f  the strength  o f
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one  o f  its legs.,,s I f  C hina  wants to  fly  h igh  and ru n  fast, it  m ust rely 
on  the  strength  o f  its 1.3 b illio n  people.

W h e n  we en co un te r com p lica ted  p ro b lem s  h ard  to  w eigh  and  
balance  in  the  course  o f  co m p re h e n s ive ly  p ro m o tin g  re fo rm , we 
shou ld  th in k  o f  the actual con d ition s  o f  the  people . W h at are they 
expecting? H o w  can the ir interests be safeguarded? A re  they satisfied 
w ith  o u r re fo rm ?  T o  make o u r decisions on  re fo rm  m ore  appropriate , 
the m ost im p ortan t th in g  is to  listen  extensively to  the  op in ion s  and 
proposals  o f  the  people, p ro m p tly  review  the ir fresh  experience, fu lly  
m o b ilize  the ir enthusiasm , in itia tive  and creativity, b rin g  th e ir w isdom  
and  strength  to  the cause o f  re fo rm , and w ork  w ith  them  to  m ove  the 
cause forw ard.

N o te s

D en g Xiaoping: uExcerpts from Talks Given in Wuchang, Shenzhen, Zhuhai 

and Shanghai,,> Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping Vol. I ll , Eng. ed., Foreign Languages 

Press, Beijing, 1994, p. 358.

T he usix centering-ons>, is a road map for continuing the reform  com prehen

sively contained in the ^D ecision  o f  the Central C om m ittee o f  the Com m unist 

Party o f  China on Som e Major Issues Concerning C om prehensively Continuing  

the Reform ,J adopted at the Third Plenary Session o f  the 18th Central Com m it

tee o f  the CPC: We must continue econom ic system reform by centering gn the 

decisive role o f  the market in allocating resources; must continue political sys

tem reform by centering on  the unity o f  upholding the leadership o f  the Party, the

people being the masters o f  the country, and governing the country according to 

rule o f  law; w e must continue cultural system reform by centering on  building the 

core socialist value system and developing a strong socialist culture in China; we 

must continue social structural reform by centering on safeguarding and improving 

the people’s wellbeing and prom oting social fairness and justice; w e must continue 

ecological environm ent m anagement reform  by centering on  building a beautiful 

China; w e must continue the reform  o f  the Party-building system by centering on  

enhancing the Party^ capacity to govern in a scientific and democratic way and in 

accordance with the law.

Karl Marx: 4<Preface to A. Contribution to the Critique of Political Economj,i, Karl 

M arx and Friedrich Enge/s: Collected Works, Vol. 29, Eng. ed., Progress Publishers, M os
cow, 1987, p. 263.
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4 The Analects of Confucius {Lun Yu) is one o f  the Confucian classics. Written by 

the disciples o f  Confucius, it records the words and deeds o f  Confucius, and also 

comprises dialogues between Confucius and his disciples. The Analects of Confucius 

{Lun Yu), The Great Learning (Da Xue), The Doctrine of the Mean {Zhong Yon£) and The 

Mencius (Meng Zt) are collectively known as the <4Four Classics o f  Confucianism.

5 Wang Fu: Comments of a Recluse (Qian Fu l^un). Wang Fu (c. 85-c. 163) was a 

philosopher and political com m entator in the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220).



Push Ahead with Reform Despite More Difficulties

F e b r u a r y  7 ,  2 0 1 4

S erge i B r ily o v 1： T h e  T h ird  P le n a ry  Session  o f  the  18th  C P C  
C entra l C om m ittee  adopted  the  ^D ecis ion  o f  the C entra l C om m ittee  
o f  the  C om niun ist Party o f  C hina  on  Som e M ajor Issues C on cern ing

C om p rehensive ly C o n tin u in g  the R e fo rm ,”  and you  have been m ade
head o f  the  C entral Lead ing  G ro u p  fo r C om prehensive ly  C on tin u in g  
the  R efo rm . W hat I  w ant to  kn ow  is how  you  w ill govern . W hat w ill 
C h in as  re fo rm  focus on  next?  W h at do  you  th in k  o f  the  prospects 
fo r  C h in a ’s developm ent?

X i J in p in g : T h ese  are im p o rta n t questions c o n c e rn in g  C h in a ，s
developm ent. I t  has been m ore  than  35 years since the T h ird  Plenary  
Session o f  the 11th  C P C  C entral C om m ittee  launched  C h in a^  re fo rm  
and op en in g  up  in  1978. W e have m ade rem arkable  achievem ents, but 
we shou ld  continue  to  m ake progress. W e have set the  T w o  C ente
nary  G oals. A t  present econom ic  g lob a liza tion  is progressing  rapidly, 
intense  com petition  in  overa ll national strength  is in ten sify ing  between 
countries, and  the in te rnation a l situation  is ebm plicated  and  vo la tile . 
W e have concluded  from  this that fundam entally  speaking, caught in  
fierce  in ternationa l com p etition , we are like  a boat trave ling  upstream : 
W e m ust press ahead o r we w ill fa ll behind .

C h in a ’s re fo rm  has been g re a tly  fu rth e re d  in  b o th  b readth  and
depth. Top-leve l design  is needed to  advance re fo rm . Last N ovem ber 
the T h ird  P lenary  Session o f  the  18th  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  made 
overall planning  fo r advancing  re fo rm  com prehensively, and form ulated  
the  road  m ap  and  schedule fo r  re fo rm . T h e  plan  includes  o ve r 330  
re fo rm  measures fo r  15 areas, such as the econom y, p o litics , culture, *

* Part o f an exclusive interview with the Russia Television.
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society, ecologica l progress  and  P arty  b u ild in g . So we have sounded  
the bugle  to  advance re fo rm . O u r  general objective  is to  im p rove  and 
develop  the socialist system  w ith  Chinese  characteristics, and  m odern
ize  ou r national governance  system  and  capacity.

T o  concentra te  o n  ad van cin g  re fo rm , we fo u n d e d  the  C e n tra l 
Leading  G ro u p  fo r  C om prehensive ly  C on tin u in g  the  R efo rm  w ith  me 
as the head. T h e  grou p  is designed  to  m ake overa ll p lann ing  and  co o r
dination  fo r m ajor issues, and  share out the  tasks to  be im plem ented. 
N o w  that we have a p lan , it  is m ost im p ortan t to  im p lem ent it.

I t  is no  easy job  to  advance re fo rm  in  C hina , w hich  has a popula
tio n  o f  ove r 1.3 b illio n . H a vin g  been pushed  ahead fo r  m ore  than  30 
years, C h in a^  re fo rm  has entered  a deep-w ater zone. I t  can be said 
that the easy part o f  the  job  has been  done  to  the  satisfaction  o f  all. 
W hat is le ft are tough  bones that are hard  to  chew. T h is  requires us 
to  act b o ld ly  and  progress  steadily. T o  act b o ld ly  m eans to  advance 
re fo rm  despite  d ifficu ltie s  and  be eager to  take o n  chaUenges, chew  
tough  bones, and  wade th rough  dangerous shoals. T o  progress steadily 
means to  stay o n  course  and  proceed  in  safety, and, m ore  im portandy, 
make no  fatal mistakes.

I have full confidence in the  prospects fo r  C h in a ’s developm ent.

W hy?  T h e  u n d e rly in g  reason  is that after lon g-te rm  e xp lo ra tio n  we
have found a correct developm ent path  suited  to  C hina  s actual condi-

tions. A s  lo n g  as w e  re ly  close ly  o n  the  1.3  b illio n  C hinese  people  
and firm ly  stay o n  o u r ow n  path  we w ill overcom e  all d ifficu lties  and 
obstacles, make new  achievem ents, and  fin a lly  reach ou r goal.

T h e  C P C  exercises state pow er fo r  the  people. T h e  peopled  aspi
ration  fo r a better life  is o u r goal. T o  put it  b rie fly , I  w ill g o ve rn  by  
serving  the people  and  fu lfillin g  all m y  responsibilities.

B rilyo v : Y o u  have  been  the  president o f  C h ina  fo r  alm ost a year. 
H o w  do  you  feel as the  leader o f  such a b ig  country?  W hat hobbies 
do  you  have? W h at are yo u r favorite  sports?

X i: C h in a  covers  a land  o f  9.6  m illio n  sq km  and  has 56 ethn ic  
g ro u p s  and  a p o p u la tio n  o f  o ve r 1 .3  b illio n . C h in a s  so c ia l and  
econ om ic  d e ve lo p m e n t le ve l and  its  p eo p le  s liv in g  standards are
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n o t h igh . I t  is n ot easy to  go vern  such a country, so I  m ust ascend a 
height to  enjoy a distant view  w hile  p lan ting  m y  feet on  so lid  ground . 
I  w orked  in  d iffe ren t regions in  C h ina  fo r  a lo n g  tim e, so I  am  fu lly  
aware that the  d ifferences  are great betw een  the  c o u n try^  east and  
w est, betw een  the centra l and  loca l governm ents, betw een  d iffe ren t 
loca lities  and  betw een  d iffe re n t levels o f  loca l governm ents. T h ere
fo re , as a C hinese  leader, I  m ust take a ll factors  in to  con sidera tion  
based on  a correct understanding  o f  C h ina5s cond itions, m aintain  an 
overa ll balance, and concentrate  o n  p rio ritie s  to  p rom ote  the  overa ll 
situation . I  alternate  m y  atten tion  betw een  m ajo r and  m in o r issues, 
and, to  put it figuratively, it  is like  p laying  the p iano  w ith  all ten  fingers.

Since  the  people  have put m e in  the p ositio n  o f  head o f  state, I  
m ust p u t them  above  eve ryth in g  else, bear in  m in d  m y  resp on sib ili
ties that are as w eighty  as M o un t T a i, always w o rry  about the  peopled  
security and  w ellbeing, and  w o rk  conscientiously  day and  n igh t; share 
the  same feelings  w ith  the  p eop le , share b o th  g o o d  and  bad  tim es 
w ith  them , and  w ork  in  concerted  effo rts  w ith  them .

Speaking  o f  hobbies, I  like  reading, w atching  m ovies, trave ling  and 
stro lling . A s  you  know , I  alm ost have no  private  tim e  in  the  p osition  
I  am  in . A  song  titled , ''W h ere  D id  the  T im e  G o ,5 becam e pop u la r in  
C h ina  d u rin g  this S pring  Festival. F o r m e, the  question  is w here  m y 
private  tim e  goes. I  spend all o f  it  on  m y  w ork . N ow , the  o n ly  th in g  
I  have m anaged to  keep as a h ob b y  is reading, w hich  has becom e  m y 
w ay o f  life . R ead ing  in vigo ra tes  m y  m in d , gives m e in sp ira tio n  and  
cultivates m y  m oral force. I  have read  m any w orks b y  Russian  w riters, 
in c lu d in g  Iva n  K ry lo v , A le xa n d e r P u shk in , N ik o la i G o g o l, M ikh a il 
L erm o n to v , Iva n  Turgenev, F yo d o r D ostoyevsky, N ik o la y  N ekrasov, 
N ik o la y  C hern ysh evsky, L eo  T o lsto y , A n to n  C h e k h o v  and  M ikh a il 
S ho lokhov. I  rem em ber clearly  m any  o f  the ir excellent chapters and 
stories.

S p e a k in g  o f  s p o rts , I  lik e  sw im m in g  and  m o u n ta in e e rin g . I  
learned  to  sw im  at the  age o f  fo u r o r  five . I  also like  fo o tb a ll, vo lle y
b all, basketball, tennis and  m artia l arts. A m o n g  snow  and  ice  sports, 
I  like  to  w atch  ice  hockey, speed  skating , fig u re  skating  and  free-
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style skiing. Ice  h ockey  is m y  favorite . I t  requires n o t o n ly  in d iv id u a l 
strength  and  sk ill b u t also team w ork  and  co llab ora tio n . I t  is indeed  a

good  sport.

N o te s

Sergei Brilyov is a host o f  the Russia Television.



Improve Governance Capacity Through 
the Socialist System with Chinese Characteristics

February 17, 2 0 1 4

T o  keep  up  w ith  the  ove ra ll progress  in  the  nationa l m o d e rn iza 
tio n  process, we m ust im p ro ve  the  C P C ^  ca p a b ility  fo r  sc ien tific , 
dem ocra tic  and  law -based  govern an ce , and  enhance  the  e ffic ie n cy

o f  go ve rn m en t departm ents. W e m ust im p ro ve  the  general p u b lic ’s
a b ility  to  m anage state, socia l, econom ic  and  cu ltu ra l affa irs  in  accor
dance w ith  the  law. In  this  way, Party, state and  socia l affa irs  w ill be 
adm in iste red  in  accordance  w ith  ru les , standards and  p roced u res , 
and  we w ill becom e  better able to  g o ve rn  the  c o u n try  th ro u g h  the 
socia list system  w ith  C hinese  characteristics.

T h e  T h ird  P lenary  Session  o f  the  18th  C P C  C e n tra l C o m m it
tee p o in ted  o u t that the  ove ra ll go a l o f  c o n tin u in g  the  re fo rm  to  a 
deeper leve l is to  deve lop  the  socia list system  w ith  C hinese  charac
teristics, and  m od ern ize  o u r n ation a l governance  system  and  capac
ity. T h is  is a p rerequ isite  fo r  adh erin g  to  ^n d  d e ve lo p in g  socia lism  
w ith  C hinese  characteristics  and  fo r  re a liz in g  soc ia lis t m o d e rn iza 
tio n .

S ince  the  in tro d u c tio n  o f  the  re fo rm  and  o p e n in g -u p  p o lic y  
som e  three  decades ago, o u r P arty  has begun  to  p o n d e r the  issue 
o f  n ation a l governance  system  fro m  a new  perspective , and  com e  
to  the  co n c lu s io n  that the  issues o f  leadersh ip  and  o rg a n iza tio n a l
system s are  fu n d a m en ta l, co m p re h e n s ive , stab le  and  p e rm a n e n t 
ones. *

* Main points o f the speech at a provincial-level officials, seminar on studying and im
plementing the decisions o f the Third Plenary Session o f the 18th CPC Central Committee 
on continuing reform.
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Today, we are tasked w ith  an im p ortan t h isto ric  m ission , that is to  
make ou r socia list system  w ith  C hinese  characteristics m ore  m ature  
and better estab lished , and  p ro v id e  a set o f  m ore  com p lete , m ore  
stable and m ore  effective  systems fo r  the  developm ent o f  the  Party  
and  the  n a tio n , the  w e llb e in g  o f  the  p eo p le , socia l h a rm o n y  and  
stability, and the  enduring  prosp erity  and  stab ility  o f  the  country.

T h is  is a g ra n d  p ro je c t. I t  enta ils  c a rry in g  o u t a ll- ro u n d  and  
system atic  re fo rm , and  in te g ra tin g  re fo rm  in  v a rio u s  fie ld s  to  
p ro m o te  the  o v e ra ll m o d e rn iza tio n  o f  o u r  n a tio n a l g o ve rn a n ce  
system  and  capacity.

A  c o u n try ’s g o ve rn a n c e  system  and  c a p a c ity  are  the  m a jo r

barom eters o f  its  system  and  that system ^ g o ve rn in g  effic iency. T h e  
tw o  are com p lem enta ry . O u r  go vern an ce  system  and  capacity  are 
good  o ve ra ll and  have  unique  advantages. M o re o ve r, they  su it o u r 
national con d ition s  and  deve lopm ent needs.

N everthe less, o u r n ation a l governance  system  and  capacity  still 
have  m uch  ro o m  fo r  im p ro v e n ie n t, and  w e  sh o u ld  e xe rt g re a te r 
e ffo rts  to  enhance  o u r  n a tio n a l g o ve rn a n ce  capacity. O u r  g o v e r
nance  system  w ill becom e  m o re  e ffic ie n t as lo n g  as w e  focus  o n  
im p ro v in g  the  P artyJs govern ance  capacity  w h ile  ra is in g  the  m o ra l 
and p o litica l standards, scien tific  and  cu ltu ra l levels, and  p ro fessiona l 
abilities o f  o ffic ia ls  at a ll levels and  adm in istra tors  o f  all areas, and
as long  as we m ake Party  and  g o v ern m en t agencies，en te rp rises ，

pub lic  in s titu tio n s , and  social organ iza tion s  m ore  e ffic ien t.
W e  m ust u n d e rs ta n d  th a t the  o v e ra ll g o a l o f  c o n tin u in g  the  

re fo rm  to  a deeper leve l consists o f  tw o  aspects, that is, to  im p ro ve  
and develop  the  socia list system  w ith  C hinese  characteristics, and  to  
m odern ize  o u r nationa l governance  system  and  capacity. T o  acceler
ate the  m o d e rn iza tio n  o f  the  nationa l governance  system  and  capac- 
ity5 we m ust fo llo w  the  socia list path  w ith  C hinese  characteristics.

T h e  k in d  o f  g o ve rn a n ce  system  best su ited  fo r  a c o u n try  is 
determ ined  b y  that c o u n try ^  h is to ric a l heritage  and  cu ltu ra l tra d i
tio n s , and  its  le ve l o f  socia l and  econ om ic  deve lop m en t, and  it  is 
u ltim a te ly  decid ed  b y  tha t c o u n try ^  p eop le . O u r  c u rre n t n atio n a l
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P ro d u c in g  a g o o d  d o cu m en t is o n ly  the  firs t step  in  the  lo n g  
m arch  o f  thousands o f  m iles. T h e  key is to  im p lem en t the  d o cu 
m ent. W e shou ld  m eticu lou s ly  and  strenuously  study  and  p ro m o te  
the  g u id in g  p rin c ip le s  o f  the  T h ird  P le n a ry  Session  o f  the  18th  
C PC  C entra l C om m ittee , and  ga in  a so lid  understand ing  o f  co n tin 
ued re fo rm . W h ile  stu d y in g  the  docu m en t, we sh ou ld  n o t stop  at 
the surface, quote  it  o u t o f  co n tex t, co p y  it  m echan ica lly  o r  app ly  
it b lin d ly . W e sh ou ld  stra igh ten  o u t the  re la tio n sh ip  betw een  the  
general p o lic y  arrangem ent and  a p articu la r p o licy , betw een  a p o lic y  
chain  and  a lin k , betw een  top -leve l p o lic y  design  and  p o lic y  in te r
faces at d iffe re n t leve ls , betw een  p o lic y  con sisten cy  and  d ive rs ity , 
and betw een  lon g-  and  sh o rt-te rm  p o lic ies . W e cannot replace  the  
w hole  w ith  any p a rt, n o r can  we com prom ise  p rin cip les  fo r  the  sake 
o f  fle x ib ility , o r  v ice  versa.

W h ile  im p lem en tin g  the  docum ent we shou ld  avo id  em pty  ta lk , 
hesitation  o r  seeking  qu ick  success, and  instant benefits. W e should  
im p lem ent it  w ith  a ve ry  strong  sense o f  urgency  and  responsib ility .

R e fo rm  is a g ra d u a l p ro ce ss . W e  s h o u ld  m ake  b o ld  b re a k 
throughs  w h ile  advancing  step b y  step, so as to  ensure  the  rea liza
tio n  o f  the  re fo rm  goals.

C o n tin u in g  a ll-rou n d  re fo rm  to  a deeper leve l is aim ed  at se rv in g  
the ove ra ll, basic and  lon g-te rm  interests o f  the  country. W e shou ld  
avo id  p ick in g  re fo rm  areas acco rd in g  to  p ersona l preferences, and  
should  get rid  o f  re fo rm -h in d e rin g  m indsets. W e m ust firm ly  ca rry  
out re fo rm  that benefits  the  P arty  and  the  peop le , and  con tributes  
to  p ro sp e rity  and  lo n g -te rm  stab ility . D o in g  th is  w ill enable  us to  
fu lfill o u r h is to ric  m ission  and  o u r responsib ilities  to  the  people , the  
cou n try  and the  n ation .
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N o te s

1 T he system  o f  the core socialist values was introduced in the "Resolutions 

o f  the CPC Central Comm ittee on  Major Issues Regarding the Building o f  a Har- 

m onious Socialist Society,” which was adopted at the Sixth Plenary Session o f  the 

16th CPC Central Com m ittee in O ctober 2006. T he system includes the guiding 

thoughts o f  Marxism, the com m on ideal o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics, 

the national spirit centering on patriotism and the spirit o f  the times highlighted by 

reform  and innovation, as well as the socialist maxims o f  eight honors and eight 

disgraces. E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t



Economic Growth Must Be Genuine 
and Not Inflated*

N o v e m b e r  3 0 y 2 0 1 2

Since the  beg inn ing  o f  this year, C hina  has been  con fronted  w ith  
a com plex in ternationa l econom ic  situation , as w ell as the dem anding  
tasks o f  re fo rm , developm ent and stability. B y  taking  a balanced  and 
coord inated  approach  to  deve lop m en t, we have  focused  o n  trans
fo rm ing  ou r econom ic  grow th  m odel. F o llow in g  the general guideline  
o f  m aking  steady progress, we have acted p ro m p tly  to  im p rove  m acro  
co n tro l and  placed  m ore  em phasis o n  sustainable  deve lopm ent. So 
far, we have  seen p o s itive  resu lts  in  m any  areas, in c lu d in g  steady 
econom ic grow th , adjustm ent o f  the  econom ic  structure, re fo rm  to  a 
deeper level, and im provem ent o f  the peopled  w ellbeing.

A lthough  we have a generally positive  analysis o f  C hina^  econom ic  
and socia l d eve lop m en t, we m ust n o t underestim ate  the  risks  and  
challenges facing  us n ow  and  in  the  near future. W e m ust be aware 
that the  pace o f  w o rld  econ om ic  g ro w th  w ill con tin ue  to  be  slow , 
the prob lem  betw een  sluggish  dem and  and  overcapacity continues to  
grow , and dom estic  com panies are troub led  by  ris in g  costs and  weak
nesses in  th e ir capacity to  innovate . T h e  con flicts  between  the  en vi
ronm ent, natural resources and  econom ic  grow th  are becom ing  m ore  
serious.

E ve ry  co in  has tw o  sides. W e m ust see b o th  the  advantages and 
disadvantages in  the  in te rnationa l and  dom estic  situations, m ake fu ll 
preparations fo r adversity, and  strive  to  get the  best possible  results.

* Main points o f the speech at a symposium with non-Party members held by the CPC 

Central Committee.
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N e xt year w ill be the firs t fu ll year to  see the  im p lem entation  o f  
the  decisions m ade b y  the P arty’s 18th  N atio na l Congress. I t  is ve ry  
im p ortan t to  do  a good  job  o f  o u r social and econom ic  developm ent. 
W e should  focus on  im p ro v in g  the quality  and effic iency  o f  econom ic  
g ro w th , m ake steady progress, encourage  in n ova tion , lay a so lid  foun
dation  fo r  future  developm ent, press forw ard  w ith  re fo rm  and  open
in g  up, and  rea lize  sustainable  and  hea lthy  econ om ic  d eve lop m en t 
together w ith  social stab ility  and  harm ony.

F irst, we m ust m aintain  reasonable  econom ic  grow th  b y  con tinu
in g  w ith  o u r p ro a ctive  fisca l and  p ru d e n t m o n e ta ry  p o lic ie s , and  
increase  the  natu ra l v ita lity  and  m o tive  fo rce  that d rive  econ om ic  
grow th . W e m ust pursue  real rather than  in flated  econom ic  grow th . In  
oth er w ords, we w ant e ffic ien t, h igh-quality  and sustainable grow th .

S econd , we m ust conso lida te  the  p o s itio n  o f  agricu ltu re  as the 
foundation  o f  the econom y, increase support fo r  agricu ltu re , im prove  
o u r policies  that benefit farm ers and  b rin g  prosp erity  to  them , accel
erate m odern ized  operation  o f  agricu lture , and  ensure the supply  o f  
gra in  and  other im p ortan t agricu ltu ra l products.

T h ird , we m ust m ake substantia l progress  in  econ om ic  restruc
tu rin g , expand  dom estic  dem and  w h ile  stab iliz in g  externa l dem and, 
in te n s ify  o u r in d u s tria l re s tru c tu rin g  and  u p g ra d in g , and  p ro m o te  
w ell-p lanned  and healthy u rban ization .

F o u rth , we m ust ca rry  ou t re fo rm  to  im p rove  the socialist m arket 
econom y, have a good  top-level design, ca rry  ou t tim ely  and  targeted 
re fo rm  m easures, com b in e  steady p rogress  in  o ve ra ll re fo rm  w ith  
b re a k th ro u g h s  in  sp e c ific  areas, e xp e rim e n t b o ld ly , and  p ursue  
substantial results.

F ifth , we m ust im prove  the peopled  standard o f  liv in g , w ith  a partic
ular focus on  low -incom e  groups, p ro vid e  subsidies to  p o o r students 
in  colleges and universities, keep the em ploym ent m arket steady w hile  
d o in g  all we can to  expand  it, and  im prove  the urban  and ru ra l social 
security  system . W e w ill encourage  the  people  to  achieve  p ro sp erity  
th rough  hard  w ork , thereby com b in in g  the aim  o f  the  Party  and  the 
governm ent^  w ork  w ith  the goals that ord inary  people  strive for.

Open Wider to the Outside World*

A p r il 8, 2 0 1 3

T h e  prosp ects  fo r  C h in a ’s e co n o m ic  d e ve lo p m e n t are b rig h t.
C h in a  w ill m ake  g re a te r c o n trib u tio n s  to  the  w o rld  as it  pushes 
forw ard  re fo rm  and  o p e n in g  up, accelerates the  tra n s fo rm a tio n  o f  
the grow th  m ode l, im p lem ents  the  open ing-up  p o licy , and  provides  
a better econom ic  environ m en t and  favorable  cond itions  fo r  fore ign  
enterprises.

Entrepreneurs, w h o  are also the m ain  participants o f  this fo ru m , 
are an im p o rta n t fo rce  in  creating  jobs  and  w ealth  and  in  p ro m o t
ing  developm ent and  coop e fa tion . Y o u r  decisions w ill have a m ajor 
im pact on  the A sian  econom y  as w ell as the w ider w orld . I  w ould  like
to  take this o p p o rtu n ity  to  listen  to  yo u r view s  and  exchange  ideas

w ith  you.
T he  w orld  econom y  is still in  a phase o f  instab ility  and uncerta in

ty, and recovery  w ill be a lengthy  process o f  advances and setbacks. In
contrast，econom ic  grow th  in  A sia  is re lative ly  robust. In  this context,
C h ina^  econom ic  prospects have becom e  an issue o f  universal in te r
est. I  w ould  like  to  share w ith  you  m y  view s on  this top ic.

C h ina  has m ainta ined  sound  ove ra ll econom ic  deve lopm ent. Its  
g row th  w ill con tin u e  in  the  foreseeable  fu tu re  as in d u s tria liza tio n , 
IT  app lica tio n , u rb a n iza tio n  and  agricu ltu ra l m o d e rn iza tio n  greatly  
expand  the  dom estic  m arket. T h e  basics o f  o u r socia l p ro d u c tive  
forces rem ain  so lid , o u r advantages in  p roductive  factors are obvious, 
and o u r m anagem ent and  co n tro l systems and m echanism s continue  
to  im prove .

* Main points o f the speech at a discussion o f representatives o f Chinese and foreign 

entrepreneurs during the Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2013 .
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A t  the  18th  C P C  N a tio n a l C ongress  we set the  T w o  C entenary  
G o a ls  as o u r ob jectives , and  co m m itte d  ourse lves  to  the  C hinese  
D ream  o f  the  re juvenation  o f  the  C hinese  n ation . W e w ill continue  
to  in ject new  energy  in to  the  C hinese  econom y  as we strive  to  realize  
these objectives  and the  C hinese  D ream . A s  a resu lt o f  o u r endeav
ors , we can be ve ry  op tim is tic  that the  C hinese  econom y  wiU  m ain
ta in  a re la tive ly  h igh  g ro w th  rate. C h in a  w ill sh ift its  deve lop m en t 
focus  to  im p ro v in g  the  qua lity  and  e ffic ien cy  o f  g ro w th , and  make 
every  e ffo rt to  p ro m o te  a green , c ircu la r, and  low -carbon  econom y.

T h e  C hinese  m arket operates  fa irly . E v e ry  com p an y  reg istered  
in  C hina  is an im p ortan t com ponent o f  the co u n try^  econom y. O u r 
co m m itm en t to  the  socia list m arket econ om y  w ill rem ain  resolute . 
W e w ill continue  to  enhance the  ru le  o f  law  and  actively  im p ro ve  ou r 
investm ent environm ent so that all enterprises can enjoy  equal access 
to  the factors o f  p ro d u ction , m arket com petition  and  legal p ro tection , 
and  the  Chinese  m arket can becom e  fa irer and even  m ore  attractive. 
O u r  policies  o f  u tiliz in g  fo re ign  investm ent and pro tecting  the leg iti
m ate rights  and  interests o f  fo re ign  enterprises in  accordance  w itli law  
w ill n o t change.

C h ina  w ill never close its d o o r to  the outside  w orld . O v e r  the  past 
ten  years it  has fu lfille d  its prom ises to  the W T O  by  creating  a m ore  
open  and  standardized  business environ m en t. W e w ill open  up  new  
areas and  enable  deeper access. O u r  econ ofny  w ill rem ain  open  to  
fo re ign  investors, and  we hope  that o th e r countries  w ill extend  the 
same access to  Chinese  investors. W e firm ly  oppose  pro tection ism  in  
any fo rm , and  we are w illin g  and  ready to  solve  econom ic  and  trade 
d iffe rences  w ith  o th e r coun tries  th ro u g h  co n su lta tio n . W e  active ly  
prom ote  the establishm ent o f  a m ultilateral trade system  characterized  
by  balanced  and  m utually  beneficial developm ent.

C h in aJs dom estic developm ent benefits the  rest o f  the w o rld , and 
firs t o f  a ll its  neighbors. In  2012  alm ost 16 m illio n  C hinese  people  
traveled  to  ou r neigh borin g  countries in  east and  southeast A sia . China  
has m ade a substantial con trib u tio n  to  A sia^  econom ic  developm ent. 
In  the  next five  years C h in a ’s im p orts  w ill reach U S$  10 trillio n -w o rth
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and its  ou tb ou n d  in vestm ent is expected  to  g ro w  rap id ly. C h in a  is 
m aking  great e ffo rts  to  increase its  connections  w ith  its neighbors, to  
the advantage o f  b o th  the  regional and  the w o rld  econom y.

C hina  rem ains com m itted  to  re fo rm  and  open ing  up, and  we w ill 
im prove  the relevant policies. W e w ill continue  to  im p rove  the capac
ity  and quality  o f  o u r services, and p ro vid e  a better environm ent fo r 
fo re ign  entrep reneurs  to  in vest and  launch  ventures  in  C h in a . W e 
hope that fore ign  enterprises w ill seize these opportun ities  to  achieve 
further developm ent.

N o te s

1 The B oao Forum for Asia (BFA) is a non-governm ental and non-profit in 

ternational organization with a fixed conference date and a fixed address. It was 

founded in Boao, Hainan Province, China, on  February 27, 2001. With equality, mu

tual benefit and cooperation as its themes, the BFA bases itself in Asia and aims to 

expand econom ic exchanges, coordination and cooperation am ong Asian countries 

while enhancing dialogue and econom ic ties between Asia and the rest o f  the world.



The “Invisible Hand” and the “Visible Hand，，*

M a j  2 6 ,  2 0 1 4

W e  sh o u ld  le t the  m arke t p la y  the  d ec is ive  ro le  in  a llo c a tin g  
resources, w hile  a llow ing  the governm ent to  better p e rfo rm  its  func
tions. T h is  is a theoretical and practical issue o f  great im portance. A  
co rrect and  precise  understand ing  o f  this  issue is ve ry  im p o rtan t to 
fu rth e r the re fo rm  and  prom ote  the  sound  and  o rd e rly  developm ent 
o f  the  socia list m arket econom y. W e shou ld  m ake g o o d  use o f  the
roles o f  b oth  the  m arket，the “ in v is ib le ”  hand，and the govern m en t， 
the  ‘‘v is ib le ，’ hand. T h e  m arket and  the governm ent shou ld  com ple-
m ent and  coord inate  w ith  each oth e r to  p rom ote  sustained and sound  
social and econom ic  developm ent.

T h e  T h ird  P lenary  Session  o f  the  18th  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  
p ointed  ou t that econom ic  structural re fo rm  is the  focus o f  con tin u
in g  the re fo rm  com prehensively. T h e  u nd erly in g  issue is how  to  strike 
a balance  betw een  the  fu n c tio n s  o f  the  g o ve rn m e n t and  the  ro le  
o f  the m arket, and  let the  m arket play  the decisive  ro le  in  allocating  
resources and  the governm ent better p e rfo rrii its functions.

T h e  proposa l to  let the  m arket play  the decisive  ro le  in  allocating
resources is a breakthrough  in  o u r Party’s u n d em an d in g  o f  the laws
g o ve rn in g  the  deve lop m en t o f  socia lism  w ith  C hinese  characteris
tics as w ell as a new  achievem ent in  the  sin ic iza tion  o f  M arxism . I t  
sym bolizes  that the socialist m arket econom y  has entered  a new  stage.

T o  let the m arket play the decisive  ro le  in  allocating  resources and 
the  g o ve rn m e n t better p e rfo rm  its  fun ctions  we m ust have  a go o d  
understanding  o f  the re lationsh ip  between the ro le  o f  the  m arket and

* Main points o f the speech at the 15th group study session o f  the Political Bureau of  
the 18th CPC Central Committee which Xi presided over.
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that o f  the governm ent, w hich  represents a core  issue in  ou r econom 
ic structural re fo rm .

The T hird  P lenary  Session  o f  the  18th  C P C  C e n tra l C o m m it
tee changed the  m arket’s ro le  in  allocating  resources fro m  “ basic”  to  
“decisive.” A lth o u g h  o n ly  one  w ord  was altered, the  m arket’s ro le  was 
redefined. ‘ ‘D ecisive  ro le ”  is a con tin u ation  and  extension  o f  “ basic

role.”
L e ttin g  the  m arket play  the  decisive  ro le  in  a lloca tin g  resources 

and letting  the  governm ent better p e rfo rm  its functions  are n o t con 
tradictory. I t  does n o t m ean  that the m arket can replace  the  g o ve rn 
m ent^ functions, n o r vice  versa.

A c tu a lly  th is  is an e ffo rt to  keep o u r econom ic  re fo rm  targeted  
at existing  problem s. F o r m ore  than  tw o  decades o u r socialist m arket
econom y has been  d eve lop in g，yet there  are still quite  a num ber o f  
problem s and drawbacks that in h ib it the  v ita lity  o f  m arket entities and

prevent the laws o f  the  m arket and value  from  fu lly  playing  the ir roles.
I f  these problem s are n ot solved  properly  it w ill be d ifficu lt to  es

tablish a w ell-developed  socialist m arket econom y, further transform  the 
developm ent m odel and adjust the econom ic structure.

W e should  rem ain  com m itted  to  the  re fo rm  to  establish  and  im 
prove  the socialist m arket econom y  and b rin g  the re fo rm  to  a deeper
and w ider level. W e should  reduce the governm ent s direct involvem ent

in  resource allocation  and its direct interference  in  m icro-econom ic  ac
tivities. W e should  step up  efforts  to  develop  a u n ifo rm  m arket system  
characterized by  openness and  orde rly  com petition , and set fa ir, open  
and transparent m arket rules. T he  governm ent should  refrain  from  get-
ting  invo lved  in  the econom ic  activities that the m arket can regulate ef-

fectively, and let the m arket do  w hat the governm ent is not supposed to  
do, so that the m arket can play its role  o f  m axim izing  the effectiveness 
and efficiency o f  resource allocation, and enterprises and individuals can 
have m ore  room  to  develop  the econom y and create wealth  w ith  v ig o r 
and vitality.

Balanced  m acro  co n tro l and  effective  governance  are the  in trin s ic  
requirem ents fo r  g iv in g  fu ll play to  the  strength  o f  the socialist m arket
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econom y. T o  ensure that the governm ent better perform s  its functions, 
we should  transform  governm ent functions, fu rth e r the re fo rm  o f  the 
adm in istrative  system , use new  adm in istrative  m ethods, im p ro ve  the 
m acro-contro l system  and  enhance the m o n ito rin g  o f  m arket activities. 
W e should  strengthen  and im p rove  pub lic  services, and prom ote  social
fairness, justice and stability, as w ell as com m on  prosperity-

G overnm ents  at all levels should  exercise adm in istra tion  strictly  in
accordance  w ith  the law, and  conscientiously  fu lfill the ir responsib ili
ties. T h e  governm ent should  m anage w ell all m atters that fa ll w ith in  
its purview , and appropria te ly  delegate pow ers that should  be delegat
ed. T h e  governm ent should  m ake resolute  effo rts  to  avo id  overstep
p in g  its bounds o r fa ilin g  to  play  its due role.

W e should  uph o ld  the  P arty’s leadership  and let the Party  play  its
ro le  as the  leadership  core  in  exercising  overa ll leadership  and  co o rd i
nating  all efforts. T h is  is an im p o rtan t feature o f  o u r socialist m arket 
econom y. O v e r  the  last three  decades since the  in tro d u c tio n  o f  the 
re fo rm  and  opening-up  p o licy , we have m ade m arked  achievem ents 
in  o u r social and  econom ic  developm ent, and the people's liv in g  stan
dards have  im p ro ve d  noticeab ly. These  successes are attributab le  to  
the  fact that we have firm ly  upheld  the Party's leadership , and  given  
fu ll play  to  the roles o f  Party  organ izations  at all levels and  o f  all Party 
m em bers. In  C hina, the P arty^  strong  leadership  is the basic guarantee 
fo r  the  governm ent to  p lay  its due ro le . , .

W h ile  com prehensively  con tin u in g  the re fo rm , we should  uphold

and develop  o u r p o litica l advantages, and  use them  to  guide  and  push
forw ard  the  re fo rm . W e should  m otivate  all the people  to  m ake con
stant e ffo rts  fo r a better socialist m arket econom y.

Today, offic ia ls  at all levels, especially leading  offic ia ls , should  con
tinue  to  learn  th rough  practice, and  put w hat they have learned  in to  
p ractice , study  new  p ro b lem s  and  draw  o n  new  experiences. T h ey

should  learn  to  correctly  use b o th  the “ invis ib le  hand”  and  the  “ visib le
hand, and  becom e  experts in  balancing  the re lationsh ip  between  the 
govern m en t and the m arket.

Transition to Innovation-Driven Growth

June 9y 2 0 1 4

C urren tly , all Party  m em bers and  people  o f  all ethnic  groups  are 
striving  fo r the com p le tion  o f  the  b u ild in g  o f  a m oderately  prosper
ous society in  all respects and  the rea liza tion  o f  the Chinese  D ream . 
The  18th  C P C  N a tio n a l Congress put forw ard  an im p ortan t plan  fo r 
the im p lem entation  o f  an inn ovation -d riven  strategy, and  em phasized  
that scien tific  and  tech n o log ica l in n o va tio n  is p ivo ta l to  im p ro v in g  
social p ro d u c tiv ity  and  the  com p rehen sive  n ation a l stren gth , so it  
m ust be put in  a core  p o sitio n  in  o u r ove ra ll nationa l developm ent. 
T h is  is an im p o rtan t strategy m ade b y  the  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee , 
fo llo w in g  a general analysis o f  the  dom estic  and  in te rna tion a l situa
tions, and  o f  the  overa ll picture  o f  o u r developm ent.

T h e  21st cen tu ry  heralds a new  ro u n d  o f  scien tific , te ch n o lo g i
cal and  in d u s tria l re v o lu tio n . G lo b a l sc ie n tific  and  te c h n o lo g ica l 
inn ova tion  has exh ib ited  new  trends and  features. C ross-d iscip linary  
in teg ra tio n  is accelerating , new  d isc ip lines  con tin ue  to  em erge, and  
scientific  fron tie rs  keep spreading. S ign ificant breakthroughs  are being  
m ade o r  expected  in  basic sc ien tific  fie lds  such  as the  structure  o f  
m atter, the  evo lu tion  o f  the  universe, the  o rig in  o f  life  and  the nature 
o f  consciousness. W idespread  d iffu s io n  o f  in fo rm a tio n , b io lo g ic a l, 
new -m aterial and  alternative-energy technologies has b rou ght about a 
green, in te lligent and  ubiqu itous  technological revo lu tion .

T h e  boundaries betw een  research in to  basic and  applied  sciences, 
te ch n o lo g ica l d e ve lo p m e n t and  in d u s tria liza tio n  in  the  tra d itio n a l

* Part o f the speech at the 17th General Assembly o f the Members o f the Chinese 

Academy o f Sciences and the 12th General Assembly o f the Members of the Chinese Acad

emy o f Engineering.
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sense are b e co m in g  in c re a s in g ly  b lu rre d . T h e  cha in  o f  sc ie n tific  
and  techno log ica l in n o va tio n  has becom e  m ore  fle x ib le , techno logy  
upgrad ing  and conversion  have becom e  quicker, and in d u stry  upgrad
in g  continues to  speed up.

S cientific  and  technologica l in n ova tion  is constantly  transcending  
geo log ica l, organ ization a l and  technologica l lim ita tions. I t  intensifies  
the  co m p e titio n  betw een  in n o va tio n  system s and  m akes inn ova tive  
strategic com p etition  m ore  im p ortan t in  the com petition  fo r com pre
hensive  n ation a l strength . S cie n tific  and  tech n o log ica l in n o va tio n s , 
like  a fu lcrum  w hich  is said to  be able to  lever the earth , always create 
m iracles. T h is  has been proved  in  the developm ent o f  contem porary  
science and  technology.

In  face o f  the new  trends o f  scientific  and technologica l inn ova
tio n , the  w o rld s  m ajor countries  are seeking  to  m ake new  scientific  
and technologica l breakthroughs and  gain  com petitive  edges in  future  
e con om ic  as w ell as sc ie n tific  and  te ch n o log ica l deve lop m en t. W e 
cannot a ffo rd  to  lag  beh ind  in  this im p ortan t race. W e m ust catch up 
and  then  try  to  surpass others.

S ince  the  in tro d u c tio n  o f  the  re fo rm  and  o p e n in g -u p  p o lic y  
som e three  decades ago, C hina  has m ade rem arkable  achievem ents in  
social and  econom ic  developm ent. Its  econom y  has leapt to  N o . 2 in  
the  w o rld , and m any o f  its m ajor econom ic  indices rank  h igh  bn  the 
w o rld ’s list.

N evertheless we m ust be clear that ou r econom y, though  large in  
size, is n o t strong. Its  grow th , though  fast, is n o t o f  h igh  quality. The  
extensive  deve lopm ent m ode l featured  b y  econom ic  g ro w th  m ain ly  
driven  b y  facto r inputs  such as natural resources is n o t sustainable.

N o w , the  to ta l p o p u la tio n  o f  w e ll-o ff countries  in  the  w o rld  is 
about 1 b illio n , w hile  C hina  has m ore  than  1.3 b illio n  people. I f  we 
are a ll to  becom e  m o d e rn ize d , the  w e ll-o ff p o p u la tio n  m ust m ore  
than  double . I f  we are to  consum e  as m uch  energy in  p ro d u ction  and 
daily  lives as the  present w e ll-o ff people  do, all the existing  resources 
in  the  w o rld  w ould  be far from  enough  fo r us! T h e  o ld  path  seems to
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be a dead end. W here  is the  new  road? I t  lies in  scientific  and techno
logical in n ova tion , and  in  the  accelerated transition  from  factor-driven  
and investm ent-driven  grow th  to  inn ovation -d riven  grow th .

A  few  days ago, I  read  an a rtic le  w h ich  argued  tha t the  T h ird  
Industria l R e vo lu tio n  w ou ld  be a R o b o t R e vo lu tio n . I t  asserted that 
robots w ould  change the  pattern  o f  the globa l m anufacturing  indus
try, and C h in a  w ou ld  becom e  the  w o rld s  largest ro b o t m arket. T h e  
In ternational Federation  o f  R obotics  pred icted  that the  R o b o t R evo
lution  w ould  create a m arket value  o f  trillio n s  o f  U S  dollars.

H a rd w are  and  so ftw a re  fo r  p ro d u c in g  ro b o ts  are  b e c o m in g  
increasing ly  m ature , the  p ro d u c tio n  cost keeps d ro p p in g  and  the  
functions robots  can p e rfo rm  are m ore  diversified  thanks to  the in te
gration  betw een  ro b o t tech n o logy  and  the new  generation  o f  in fo r
m ation  technology, such as b ig  data, cloud  com p utin g  and  the m obile  
In te rn e t, and  the  ra p id  d eve lop m en t o f  3 D  p rin tin g  and  a rtific ia l 
inte lligence. M ilita ry  unm anned  aerial veh icles, se lf-d riv in g  cars and  
hom e-service  robots  have been  put in to  app lication . Som e a rtific ia lly  
inte lligent robots  have p re tty  sturdy se lf-th inking  and  learn ing  ability.

R obots  are dubbed  upearls o n  the  crow n  o f  the  m anufactu ring
industry.”  A  cou n try ’s achievem ent in  robotics  research, developm ent，
m anufacturing  and  app lication  is an im p ortan t yardstick  w ith  w hich  to  
measure its level o f  scientific  and  technologica l in n ova tion  and high- 
end m anufacturing. M ajor rob o t-p ro d u c in g  com panies and countries 
have stepped up  the ir effo rts  to  gain  advantages in  term s o f  technol
ogy  and m arkets.

I  cou ldn5t help  w ondering: C hina  w ill be the largest ro b o t m arket 
in  the  w o rld , ye t can  its  te c h n o lo g y  and  m a n u fa c tu rin g  ca p a b ility  
sustain it  th rough  the  com petition?  W e should  make better robots  and 
seize b igger m arket shares. T h ere  are m any such new  technologies and 
new  fie lds. W e shou ld  size  up  the  situation , take the  ove ra ll p ictu re  
in to  account, and  make plans as soon  as possible  and  im p lem ent them  
solidly.

T o  carry  out the  inn ova tion -d riven  strategy, the  basic th in g  fo r us 
is to  enhance ou r independent in n ova tion  ability, and  the  m ost urgent
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th in g  in  this regard  is to  rem ove  institu tiona l barriers  so as to  unleash 
to  the greatest extent the  huge  potentia l o f  science and  techno logy  as 
the  p rim a ry  productive  force. M ost im portan tly, we should  unsw erv
in g ly  fo llo w  an independent in n ova tion  path  featu ring  Chinese  char
acteristics, stick  to  the gu id in g  princip les  o f  independent inn ovation , 
leap-frogging  developm ent in  key sectors, and developm ent supported  
by  science and techno logy  and  oriented  tow ards the  future, and speed 
up  the pace o f  b u ild in g  an innovative  country.

Years o f  painstak ing  e ffo rts  have  resulted  in  great progress  fo r  
C hina  in  science and technology, and  C hina  has entered  the advanced 
ranks in  the  w o rld  in  som e im p o rta n t fields. In  certa in  fie lds, it  has

becom e  a “ fo re run n e r”  o r  “ paralle l ru n n er”  instead  o f  a “ fo llow er.”
C h in a  has entered  a v ita l p e rio d , w hen  new  in d u s tria liza tio n , app li
c a tio n  o f  in fo rm a tio n  te c h n o lo g y , u rb a n iza tio n  and  a g ric u ltu ra l 
m o d ern iza tio n  are fo rg in g  ahead sim ultaneously, in  para lle l o r  in te r
actively. T h is  has created am ple  space and an unprecedentedly strong  
m om entum  fo r independent inn ova tion .

I  have repeatedly said that the  great rejuvenation  o f  the  Chinese  
n a tio n  can  in  n o  w ay  be  re a lize d  easily. In  fa ct, the  s tro n g e r we 
becom e, the  greater resistance and  pressure we w ill encounter. T h at^  
w h y  we say that tim in g  and  reso lu tion  are v ita l, as h isto rica l o p p o r
tun ities  are o ften  ephem eral. N o w  we have an im p o rta n t h is to rica l 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  p ro m o te  scientific  and  technolog ica l in n o va tio n . W e 
m ust n o t m iss it, but seize it  tighdy.

W e are  blessed  w ith  a so lid  m ate ria l fo u n d a tio n  la id  o ve r the  
30-plus years o f  re fo rm  and open ing  up, and the  fru its  o f  persistent 
in n o va tio n , w h ich  are favorab le  fo r  the  in n o va tio n -d rive n  strategy.

H ence，we should  take the in itia tive  and  adopt 汪 proactive  strategy. A s
to  scientific  and technological policies  o f  great strategic value  to  ou r 
co u n try  and  n ation , we shou ld  m ake up  o u r m inds  and  act w ith o u t 
any hesitation . O therw ise , we w ill le t slip  the  h isto rica l o p p o rtu n ity , 
and m ay even  have to  pay a h igher price.

In  M arch  2013  I  talked  about scien tific  and  tech n o log ica l in n o 
va tio n  at a g ro u p  discussion  w ith  scientists d u rin g  the  F irs t Session
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〇f the 1 2 th  N a tio n a l C om m ittee  o f  the  C hinese  P eople ’s P o litica l
Consultative  C onference. G en era lly  speaking, the  found ation  o f  ou r 
scientific and  technolog ica l in n ova tion  is n o t so lid  enough; o u r inde
pendent inn ova tion  ab ility, especially in  the area o f  orig ina l creativity, 
is not strong. W e still have to  depend  o n  others fo r core  techno logy  in
key fields. O n ly  b y  h o ld in g  key techno logy  in  o u r ow n  hands can we

really take the  in itia tive  in  com petition  and  developm ent, and  ensure 
our econom ic  security, national security and  security in  other areas.

We cannot always decorate our tomorrows with others’ yesterdays. 
We cannot always rely on others’ scientific and technological achieve-

ments fo r  ou r ow n  progress. M oreover, we cannot always tra il beh ind  
others. W e have n o  choice  but to  innovate  independently.

Facts p rove  that it  is self-sufficiency that has enabled  the Chinese
nation  to  stand am ong  the  w o rld ’s independent nations，and indepen
dent in n ova tion  is the  o n ly  path  to  the  sum m it o f  science and  tech- 
nology. W ith  this understanding, we should  waste n o  tim e  in  m aking

a difference. W e cannot keep o n  ta lk ing  year in  and  year ou t b u t do  
noth ing  about m aking  a drastic change.

O f  course, we d o n ^  m ean  to  make independent inn ova tion  behind  
closed  doors  o r  aU b y  ourselves. W e shall never reject go o d  exp eri
ences from  others, fro m  any part o f  the  w orld . W e should  engage in  
in ternationa l scientific  and  technolog ica l exchanges and  cooperation  
m ore  proactively, and  m ake go od  use o f  b o th  dom estic  and in terna
tional resources.

Science and  tech n o logy  arc globa l and  tim e-sensitive, so we m ust 
have  a g lo b a l v is io n  w hen  we m ove  fo rw a rd . C u rre n tly , im p o rta n t 
scientific  and  technologica l breakthroughs  and the ir accelerated app li
cation  are h ig h ly  lik e ly  to  reshape the  g lob a l econom ic  pattern , and 
change the nature  o f  in d u stry  and  econom ic  com petition .

In  trad itiona l in te rnationa l playgrounds, the rules are set b y  others,
and  we p lay  gam es b y  the  established  ru les. S e izin g  the  im p o rta n t

opportun ities  m ade available  b y  the  new  scientific , technologica l and 
industria l revo lu tion  means that we should  be part o f  the  games, and 
yet we can play  a m ajor ro le  in  the con struction  o f  the  playgrounds,
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even  at the beginn ing, so that we can m ake rules fo r  new  games. We 
w ill n o t have a chance i f  we are n o t capable enough  to  be p art, indeed  
a m ajor p art, o f  the con struction  team . O p p ortu n itie s  are always fo r 
those  w h o  are fu lly  p rep ared , and  fo r  those  w h o  are independent- 
m inded , asp iring  and  persevering. W e cannot m ove  forw ard  by  leaps 
and  bounds  unless we do  so w ith  inn ova tion .

G eo -sc ien tis t L i S iguang  said, <cScience  exists because o f  new

discoveries m ade b y  it. I t  w ou ld  die  w ith o u t new  discoveries.” 2 French
w rite r  V ic to r  H u g o  said , T h in g s  created  are in s ig n ific a n t  w hen

com pared  w ith  things to  be created.” 3 T h e  d irection  o f  o u r scientific
and  tech n o log ica l deve lop m en t is in n o va tio n , in n o va tio n  and  m ore  
in n o v a tio n . W e  sh ou ld  attach  grea t im p o rta n ce  to  b re a k th ro u gh s  
in  basic theories, step up  the  c o n stru c tio n  o f  sc ien tific  in fra s tru c 
ture, continue  to  push  ahead w ith  basic, system atic and  cutting-edge  
research and  developm ent, and  p ro v id e  m ore  resources fo r indepen
dent in n ova tion . W e should  actively  integrate  and  m ake go o d  use o f  
g lo b a l in n o va tio n  resources. In  response  to  o u r cu rre n t and  future  
needs, we should  selectively participate  in  the con struction  and  use o f

the  w o rld ’s m ajor scientific  appliances，and  research and  developm ent
bases and  centers.

W e should  seize strategic opportun ities  in  key scientific  and  techno- 
logical realm s, select strategically im p ortan t segments and p rio rity  areas 
relevant to  overall and long-term  developm ent5, and prom ote  collabo
rated  in n ova tion  and open  in n ova tion  th rough  effective  and  rational

resource  a lloca tio n . VCfe shou ld  b u ild  an e ffic ie n t and  stro ng  supp ly
system  o f  key  generic  tech n o logy, w o rk  hard  to  m ake  great break
throughs in  key technology  and h o ld  key technology  in  ou r ow n  hands.

A  person  w ith  sharp  ears can hear sounds others  cannot, and  a 
person  w ith  keen v is io n  can see things others cannot.,?4 T h ere  is no  
end  to  scientific  and  technologica l in n ova tion . S cientific  and  techno-

log ica l com p etition  is like  short-track  speed skating. W hen  we speed
up, so w ill others. T h ose  w h o  can  skate faster and  m ainta in  a h igh  
speed lo n g e r w ill w in  the  tide. X u n  Z i5 asserted, ^ I f  a ga llan t steed 
leaps o n ly  once, it  can cover a distance  o f  no  m ore  than  ten  steps; i f
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an in fe rio r horse  travels fo r  ten  days, it  can go  a lo n g  way because o f  
perseverance. I f  a scu lp to r stops ch ip p in g  halfw ay, he  cannot even  
cut dead w ood , b u t i f  he keeps ch ip p in g , he can  engrave  m etal and

stone.’’6
O u r  scientists and  engineers should  bravely  shoulder the ir respon

sibilities, overtake  others, and  fin d  the  rig h t d irection , to  w hich  they 
should  stick. T h e y  shou ld  have the  courage  and  confidence  to  blaze  
new  trails, overcom e  d ifficu lties  and  seek excellence, and  audaciously 
make w orld-lead ing  scientific  and  technological achievem ents.

T h e  im p lem entation  o f  an in n ova tion -d riven  developm ent strat
egy is a system atic pro ject. Scientific  and  technologica l achievem ents 
can generate  real va lue  and  pay o f f  o n ly  i f  they  m eet the  needs o f  
the country, the people  and  the  m arket, and  o n ly  after they have gone  
through  the  stages o f  research, developm ent and  app lication.

I  have been  w ondering  about the reason  w hy  o u r science and tech
n o logy  gradually  lagged  b eh ind  fro m  the  late M in g  (1368-1644) and  
early Q in g  (1644-1911) dynasties. Studies show  that Q in g  E m p e ro r 
K a n g x i7 was ve ry  interested  in  W estern  science and  technology. H e  
invited  W estern  m issionaries to  give  h im  lectures on  astronom y, m ath
em atics, geography, zo o lo g y , anatom y, m usic  and  even  p h ilo so p h y. 
M ore  than  100 books  o n  astronom y  w ere  in trod uced  to  h im . W h en  
did  he study these subjects, and  fo r how  long?  H e  continuously  stud
ied them  fo r  tw o  years and  five  m onths som etim e  between  1670 and 

1682.
H e  began  his study quite  early, and learned  quite  a lo t. T h e  p ro b 

lem  was that, at that tim e, although  som e people  w ere  interested  in  
W estern  learn ing  and  learned  quite  a lo t o f  it, they d id  n o t apply  w hat 
they had  learned  to  social and  econom ic  deve lopm ent. R ather, they 
sim ply  talked, w ith ou t taking  any action.

In  1708  the  Q in g  g o ve rn m e n t asked  som e  fo re ig n  m iss io n a r
ies to  draw  a m ap o f  C hina. I t  to o k  them  ten  years to  com plete  The 

Map o f Imperial China -  the  firs t o f  its  k in d  at that tim e. H ow ever, 
th is  im p o rta n t w o rk  was co n fin e d  to  the  im p e ria l storehouse  as a 
top-secret docum ent, away fro m  the  p ub lic  eye. T h ere fo re , it had no
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im pact o n  social o r  econom ic  developm ent. B ut the W estern  m ission
aries w h o  had  draw n  the  m ap  to o k  the  data back  to  the  W est and  
had  it  published. H ence, fo r quite  a lo n g  tim e  the W est knew  C h ina^  
geography  better than  the Chinese  people  did .

W h at can we learn  from  this story? I t  means that science and  tech- 
n o lo g y  m ust be com bined  w ith  social developm ent. N o  m atter how  
m uch  one  has learned, it  cannot possib ly  have any im pact on  society 
i f  the  know ledge  is m ere ly  p u t aside as a n ove lty , re fin ed  in te rest, 
clever trick  o r  do ub tfu l craft.

F o r years, o u r scientific  and technological achievem ents cou ld  not 
be sm ooth ly  converted  to  productivity. W hy?  Because there were insti- 
tu tional bottlenecks in  the scientific  and technological inn ova tion  chain 
and  loose  connections between the various  links  in  the  inn ova tion  and 
conversion  process. I t  is like  a relay race: T he  second baton  carrier is 
n ot there  o r  has n o  idea o f  w here  to  head w hen  the first arrives.

T o  solve  this p rob lem , we m ust fu rth e r scientific  and techno log i
cal system  re fo rm , change m indsets and  rem ove  institu tiona l barriers 
h in derin g  scientific  and technological in n ova tion , p ro p e rly  handle  the 
re la tio n sh ip  betw een  g o ve rn m e n t and  m arket, and  b ette r in tegrate  
science and  tech n o logy  w ith  social and  econom ic  deve lopm ent. W e 
m ust open  a channel th rough  w hich  science and tech n o logy  can boost 
industria l, econom ic  and  national developm ent. W e m ust spur inn ova
tio n  w ith  re fo rm , accelerate the  con struction  ^nd  im p rovem en t o f  a 
national in n ova tion  system , and  let the w ell w ater o f  in n o va tio n  gush  
ou t fully.

I f  we com pare  scientific  and  tech n o log ica l in n o va tio n  to  a new  
engine  d riv in g  o u r deve lopm ent, re fo rm  is an ind ispensib le  ig n itio n  
system  w ith  w hich  to  start the engine. W e should  take m ore  effective  
measures to  im p rove  the ig n itio n  system , and  le t the  new  engine  run  
at fu ll speed.

W h ile  c a rry in g  ou t the  re fo rm  o f  the  scien tific  and  techno log ica l 
system  we shou ld  prepare  ourselves to  solve  d iffic u lt  p rob lem s, and  
im p lem en t the  re levant decisions m ade at the  T h ird  P lenary  Session  
o f  the  18th  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee . W e shou ld  p u t sc ien tific  and
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technolog ica l in n o va tio n  in  the  center o f  o u r ove ra ll nationa l deve l
opm ent, speed up  the  preparations  fo r  the  in n o va tio n -d rive n  deve l
opm ent strategy, and  draw  road  m aps and  tim etables fo r  im p o rtan t 
tasks in  this  regard.

T h e  re fo rm  o f  the  sc ie n tific  and  te ch n o lo g ica l system  sh ou ld  
be carried  ou t at the  same tim e  as social and  econom ic  re fo rm . W e 
should  re fo rm  the  p lan n in g  and  resource  a lloca tion  m echanism  fo r  
the national scientific  and  technologica l in n ova tion  strategy, im p rove  
the perform ance  evaluation  system  and  incentive  policies  fo r  offic ia ls , 
fu rther cooperation  between  industries, universities and  research insti-
tutes，and  solve  key problem s  obstructing  the  conversion  o f  scientific
and technological achievem ents as soon  as possible.

W e should  v ig o ro u s ly  im p rove  coord in a tion  in  scientific  and  tech
nologica l inn ova tion  so as to  avoid  fragm entation  and  iso la tion , as w ell 
as overlapp ing  and  repe tition  in  cam paigns launched  by  departm ents
in  various  fields. W e shou ld  set up  a national in n ova tion  system  w ith in
w hich  experts in  all fields can interact and  collaborate  to  achieve h igh  
efficiency.

W e should  im p ro ve  the  basic system  o f  scientific  and  technolog i
cal in n ova tion , b u ild  and  im p rove  the  national scientific  and  techno
logical rep o rtin g  system , and  make innovations  in  the  survey  system , 
and  n ation a l sc ien tific  and  tech n o log ica l m anagem ent in fo rm a tio n  
system  as soon  as possib le , so as to  m axim ize  resource  sharing. W e 
should  dep loy  the in n ova tion  setup around  the industria l setup as w ell 
as the capital setup around  the  in n ova tion  setup. W e should  focus on  
national strategic goals and  p o o l resources to  tackle key scientific  and 
technolog ica l prob lem s  p erta in in g  to  the  nationa l econom y  and  the 
people’s live lih oo d .

W e should  m ove  faster to  im p rove  the  basic research system , w ith  
the  focus o n  cutting-edge  basic research, key com m on  tech n o logy, 
and high-tech  fo r  p ub lic  w elfare  and  that o f  strategic im portance. W e 
should  double  o u r effo rts  in  com pleting  im p ortan t national scientific  
p ro jects , and  race  tcvthe  fro n t o f  in te rn a tio n a l sc ien tific  research. 
W h ile  centering  o n  scientific  and  technologica l in n ova tion , we should
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also accelerate in n ova tion  in  p ro d u ct, brand , industria l structure  and 
business m odel. W e shou ld  ca rry  o u t the  in n ova tion -d riven  strategy 
th ro ugh o u t the m odern iza tion  process.

W h ile  fu rth e rin g  the  re fo rm  o f  s c ie n tific  and  te c h n o lo g ic a l 
system s, we should  pay attention  to  a m agic w and  v ita l to  o u r success 
—o u r socialist system. W e have made m any noticeable  achievem ents in  
science and  technology  this way. T h is  practice  m ust n o t be given  up! 
W e shou ld  let the m arket p lay  a decisive  ro le  in  a llocating  resources 
and  the  governm ent play  its ro le  better. W e should  step up  p lann ing  
and coord in a tion  as w ell as collaborative  in n ova tion . W e should  p oo l 
o u r effo rts  to  accom plish  b ig  tasks, and  focus on  im p ortan t, cutting- 
edge and basic research.

4<T o  accom plish  e xtrao rd in a ry  feats, we m ust w ait fo r  e xtra o rd i
n ary  persons.,>8 C om petent personnel are the  m ost crucia l facto r fo r 
sc ie n tific  and  te ch n o log ica l in n o va tio n . R esp ecting  them  has lo n g  
been a fine  Chinese  trad ition . A s  described  in  The Book of Songs, K in g  
W en  o f  the  Z h o u  D yn asty10 respected  com petent people , w ho  hence 
flocked  to  h im , so his cou n try  becam e strong  and  prosperous. T h ey  
are the m ost im p ortan t factors fo r  a co u n try^  long-term  developm ent. 
W e need them  fo r  ou r great national rejuvenation. T h e  m ore  talented, 
the better; the  m ore  know ledgeable, the  better.

C h ina  is a cou n try  rich  in  m anpow er and brainpow er. T h e  w isdom  
o f  o u r 1.3 b illio n  people  is o u r m ost precious ppssession. K now ledge  
is pow er, and  com petent personnel shape the future. I f  we w ant to  get 
to  the  fo re fro n t o f  globa l scientific  and  technologica l in n o va tio n  we 
m ust discover, nurtu re  and  retain  such people  th ro ug h o u t the  w hole  
process o f  in n ova tion . W e m ust tra in  a large  num ber o f  high-caliber, 
creative  scientists and engineers.

W e are p roud  o f  having  the greatest num ber o f  scientists and engi
neers in  the w orld . N onetheless, we face a serious structural deficiency 
o f  in n o va tive  scientists and  engineers, p a rticu la rly  w orld-class  and  
oth e r lead ing  and  h igh-caliber ones. T h e  education  and  tra in in g  that 
ou r engineers have received  so far are n o t geared tow ards p roduction  
and innovation .
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uI f  you  w ant one  year o f  prosperity, then  g row  gra in ; i f  you  w ant 
ten years o f  p ro sp e rity , then  g ro w  trees; i f  you  w ant one  hun dred  
years o f  p ro sp e rity , then  yo u  cu ltiva te  p eo p le /511 W e  sh ou ld  m ake 
hum an  resource  developm ent a top  p rio rity  fo r scientific  and  techno
log ica l in n o va tio n . W e  shou ld  im p ro ve  the  m echanism  fo r  tra in in g , 
recru itin g  and  using  com petent personnel. W e shou ld  w o rk  hard  to  
foster a con tingent o f  w orld-class scientists and  engineers and  other 
leading  and  high-caliber ones, as w ell as h igh-leve l in n ova tion  teams. 
We should  focus o n  tra in in g  young  innovative  scientists and engineers 
fo r the fro n t lines.

W e should  perfect ou r com petence-nurturing  m echanism  according  
to  personnel developm ent laws. ifWe should  respect a treeJs nature, and
let it  grow  freely.” 12 W e should  not seek quick  success and instant bene-
fits, o r try  to  help  young  shoots grow  b y  dragging  them  up. W e should  
encourage b oth  com petition  and cooperation , and prom ote  a rational 
and orderly  flow  o f  com petent personnel. W e should  attract outstand
ing  experts and scholars from  overseas fo r  ou r scientific and technolog
ical innovation . W e should  create a social environm ent that encourages 
innovation  and values success w hile  to lerating  w ell-intentioned  failure. 
W e shou ld  im p ro ve  the  com petent-personnel evaluation  system  and 
create am ple space fo r such people  to  give  fu ll play to  their talents.

T h e  future  belongs to  the  young. In n ova tive  young  people  are the 
source o f  ou r creativity  and  the  best hope  fo r o u r scientific  and  tech
nologica l developm ent. <CI  beg  O ld  M an  H eaven  to  bestir him self, and 
send dow n  talented  people  o f  m ore  kinds  than  one.5513 Academ icians 
should  n ot o n ly  be pioneers in  scientific  and technological in n ova tion , 
but also guides fo r  young  people. I  hope  that they w ill shoulder the ir 
re sp o n s ib ility  in  n u rtu rin g  yo u n g  scientists and  engineers, in s tru c t 
them  th rough  w ords  and  actions, and con tinuously  discover, tra in  and 
recom m end  com petent personnel, so that innovative  people  can stand 
ou t fro m  the crow d. Y o u n g  scientists and  engineers should  be ded i
cated to  science, develop  innovative  th in k in g , tap innovative  potentia l 
and  enhance inn ova tive  ability. T h ey  shou ld  continue  to  push  ahead 
whijle learn ing  fro m  previous  generations.
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N o te s

1 Li Siguang (1889-1971) was a famous Chinese geologist and one o f  the found

ers o f  China^ geomechanics.

2 Li Siguang: uWhat Have G eologists D o n e  in the Scientific Frontline?,,) The 

Complete Works o f U  Siguang, Vol. 8, Chinese ed.} Hubei Peopled Publishing House, 

1996, p. 243.

3 Victor Hugo: On William Shakespeare.

4 Sima Qian: Records of the Historian {Shi Ji). Sima Qian (c. 145 or 135-? BC) was a 

historian and writer in the Western Han Dynasty. The book, China^ first biograph

ical-style historical and literary masterpiece, covers more than 3,000 years from the 

legendary Yellow Emperor to Emperor Wu o f  the Han Dynasty.

5 Xun Zi (c. 325-238 BC) was a philosopher, thinker and educator o f  the late 

Warring States Period. H e believed that man could conquer nature, and that hu

man nature was evil. His book Xun Z i summarizes and develops the philosophical 

thoughts o f  Confucianism, Taoism and M ohism in the pre-Qin Dynasty period.

6 Xun Zi.

7 Emperor Kangxi (1654-1722) ruled the Q ing empire from 1661 to 1722.

8 Ban Gu: The Book of the Han Dynasty {Han Shu)̂  also known as The Book of the 

Western Han Dynasty {Qian Han Shu). This was the first chronological dynastic history 

o f  China. Ban G u was a historian in the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220).

The Book o f Songs {Shi ]in^) was the earliest collection o f  poem s in China. It 

contains 305 poem s collected over som e 500 years from the early Western Zhou  

Dynasty (c. 11th century-771 BC) to the middle o f  the Spring and Autumn Period 

(770-476 BC). .

King Wen o f  Zhou (dates unknown), also known as Ji Chang, was the founder 

o f  the Zhou Dynasty.

Guan Z i Guan Zi (c. 720-645 BC), also known as Guan Zhong, was a reform- 

minded official o f  the State o f  Q i during the Spring and Autumn Period.

Liu Zongyuan: Tree Planter Hunchback Guo. Liu Zongyuan (773-819) was a 

writer and philosopher in the Tang Dynasty (618-907).

G ong Zizhen: Miscellaneous Poem  of 1839 (Ji H ai Za Sht). G ong Zizhen (1792- 

1841) was a thinker, historian and poet in the Q ing Dynasty (1644-1911).

Revolutionize Energy Production 
and Consumption*

J u n e  1 3 ,  2 0 1 4

E n e rg y  security  is an issue o f  general and  strategic  sign ificance  
in  the  econom ic  and  social developm ent o f  a country. I t  is crucia l to  
d riv in g  national developm ent and prosperity, im p ro v in g  standards o f  
liv in g , and  ensuring  lasting  social peace and  stab ility. In  the face o f  
changes in  energy dem and  and supply  and  new  developm ents in  the 
in te rn a tio n a l energy  landscape, C h in a  m ust ensure  n ation a l energy  
security by  increasing  energy p ro d u ction  and  creating  a revo lu tion  in  
consum ption . T h is  is a long-term  strategy, b u t it  m ust be supported  
by  key tasks and  m ajor steps that require  im m ediate  action.

A fte r  years o f  developm ent, C h ina  has becom e  the  w o rld s  la rg
est energy  p ro du cer and  consum er, w ith  an energy  supp ly  structure  
that includes coal, electricity, petro leum , natural gas, new  energy, and 
renewable energy. Rem arkable  im provem ents  have been  made in  tech
n o lo g y  and  equ ipm ent, and  in  the  e ffic ien cy  o f  b o th  dom estic  and  
industria l energy  use. A lth o u g h  C h in a  has achieved  great success in  
energy developm ent, it  still faces a range o f  challenges, inc lud in g  huge 
pressure on  the dem and  side, a num ber o f  supply  lim ita tions, serious 
environm enta l dam age caused b y  energy  p ro d u c tio n  and  con sum p 
tio n , and outdated  technology. W e m ust develop  a strategic overview  
o f  national developm ent and  security to  assess the situation , and  then  
define  a sound  energy  b lu ep rin t fo r the  future.

F irst, we m ust revo lu tion ize  energy consum ption , and  re in  in  irra 
tiona l energy use. W e need to  im pose  strict con tro ls  on  overa ll energy

* Main points o f the speech at the sixth meeting o f the Central Leading Group on Fi

nancial and Economic Affairs.
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e ffective ly  im plem ent a p o lic y  in  w hich  energy  con serva tion  is 
the  top  p rio rity , and save energy  across the board  in  all spheres o f  
econom ic  and  social activity. W e shou ld  also adjust the structure  o f  
the energy industry, make energy conservation  a p rio rity  in  urban iza
tio n , and encourage an attitude to  consum ption  characterized  by  diU- 
gence and  th n ft. We m ust build  an energy-conserving  society.

Second , we m ust re vo lu tio n ize  energy  supply. T o  ensure  energy  
secunty we m ust set up a supply system  reUant on  diversified  enem y 
sources, p ro m o te  the clean  and  e ffic ie n t use o f  coa l, and  deve lop  
n o n  coal energy  sources, thereby  creating  an energy  sup p ly  system  

riven  y  coal, petroleum , natural gas, nuclear energy, new  energy  and 
renewa le energy. A t  the same tim e, we should  upgrade  o u r transm is
sion  and  d istnbution  netw ork, and b u ild  m ore  storage facilities.

T h ird  we must revo lu tion ize  energy  technology, and upgrade  the 
related  industria l structure. W e should  encourage  in n ova tion  in  tech
n o  〇gy, in  industry , and in  business m odels, and  pursue  green  and 

w  ca rb on  energy  deve lop m en t suited  to  o u r n a tio n a l co n d itio n s  
and  adapted  to  positive  in te rn a tio n a l trends in  the  energy  tech n o l
ogy  revo lu tion . We w ill com bine  such in n ova tion  w ith  new  and  high  
tec n o lo g y  m  other fields, and transfo rm  o u r energy  techno logy  and
related  industnes in to  a new  pow erhouse  to  drive  the  overaH  industria l 
upgrad ing  o f  〇ur country.

F o u rth , we m ust revo lu tion ize  the  energy  m arket. W e wiU  proceed  
w ith  re fo rm , restore  energy^  status as a com m odity, buHd a system  o f  
w orkable  com petition , and put in  place  a m echanism  in  w hich  energy 
prices are large ly  driven  by  the m arket. In  add ition , we wiU  change the 
way that the governm ent supervises the  energy  industry, and estabUsh 

im p ro ve  the legal fram ew ork  fo r  energy  developm ent, 
ifth , we m ust enhance in te rn a tio n a l coop e ra tio n  in  all sectors, 

an ensure  that open ing  up  supports  energy  security. W h ile  re ly in g  
m ain  y  〇n  om estic energy  sources, we w ill strengthen  in te rnation a l 
cooperation  m  all sectors related  to  energy  p ro d u ction  and  consum p- 

〇n  and m ake effective  use o f  resources from  other countries.
W e need  to  study  the  13th  F ive-yea r P lan  fo r  energy  d e ve lo p 

m ent, and w ork  out a strategy to  revo lu tion ize  energy  production  and 
con sum p tion  b y  2030. W e w ill m ove  faster in  re v is in g  energy  e ffi
ciency standards. A ll outdated  regu lations  m ust be revised , updated  
on  a regular basis and  im p lem ented . W e w ill continue  to  b u ild  large  
coal-fueled  e le c tric ity  gen era ting  pow er bases each w ith  a capacity  
o f  ten m illio n  kw. W e w ill tighten  the  criteria  fo r  coal-burn ing  pow er 
stations, upgrad ing  all those  that do  n o t m eet energy conservation  and 
em ission  reduction  standards w ith in  a specified  tim e, and continue  to  
develop  long-distance, high-capacity  pow er transm ission  technology. 
N ew  nuclear projects o n  the coast w ill be launched  as soon  as possi
ble, and they w ill be subject to  the w o rld s  highest safety standards.

In  add ition , C hina  w ill encourage  energy cooperation  through  the 
B elt and  R oad  In itia tiv e ,1 and  expand  o il and  gas coop era tion  w ith  
countries in  C entra l A s ia , the  M iddle  E ast, the A m ericas  and A frica . 
W e w ill also in tensify  o u r e ffo rts  in  energy  exp lo ra tion  and  extraction , 
and  b u ild  m ore  o il and  gas p ipe lines  and  storage  facilities. W e w ill 
im prove  ou r em ergency response, enhance capacity b u ild in g , im prove  
system s p ro v id in g  energy  statistics, and  launch  in itia tives  to  create, 
revise  and abrogate  laws and  regulations in  the energy sector.
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The Belt and Road refer to the Silk Road Econom ic Belt and the 21st-century 

Maritime Silk Road.



R u le  o f  L a w



Commemorate the 30th Anniversary 
of the Promulgation and Implementation 

of the Current Constitution*

D e c e m b e r  4 y 2 0 1 2

Com rades and  friends:

O n  D ecem ber 4 , 1982  the  F ifth  Session  o f  the  F ifth  N a tio n a l 
People’s C ongress  (N P C ) adopted  the  C o n stitu tio n  o f  the  People’s 
R epub lic  o f  C h ina . I t  has been  30  years since the  C o n stitu tio n  was 
p ro m u lg a te d  and  im p le m e n te d . T o d ay , we are  ga th e re d  here  to  
so lem nly  com m em orate  th is  event o f  great h is to rica l and  practica l 
significance  in  o rd e r to  ensure the  com prehensive  and effective  im p le
m entation  o f  the  C o n stitu tio n  and  ca rry  ou t the  gu ide lines  o f  the  
18th  C P C  N atio na l Congress.

H is to ry  is always insp iring . L o o k in g  back  on  the progress o f  the 
Chinese  con stitu tion a l system , we are deeply  aware that it  is closely  
connected  w ith  the  arduous struggle  and  sp lendid  achievem ents o f  
the Party  and the  people , and  w ith  the  tra il we have blazed  and the 
valuable  experience  we have gained.

T h e  c u rre n t C o n s titu tio n  can  be  traced  back  to  the  C o m m o n  
P rogram  o f  the  C hinese  P eopled  P o litica l C onsu lta tive  C onference  
(C P P C C ), w h ich  was prom u lgated  in  1949  to  serve  as the  p ro v is io n 
al C o n s titu tio n , and  the  C o n s titu tio n  o f  the  P eopled  R ep u b lic  o f  
C h ina  adopted  at the  F irst Session  o f  the  F irs t N P C  in  1954. These  
d o cu m en ts  a ffirm e d  the  h e ro ic  s tru g g le  o f  the  C h in ese  p eo p le

* Speech at the Meeting o f the People from All Walks of Life in Beijing to Commemo
rate the 30th Anniversary o f the Promulgation and Implementation of the Current Constitu
tion.
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against dom estic  and  fo re ign  enem ies and  th e ir striv in g  fo r  national 
independence  and  p eop led  freedom  and  happiness o ve r the  p re v i
ous 100 years in  m odern  C h ina , and  affirm ed  the h is to ry  in  w hich  the 
C P C  led  the  C hinese  people  in  w in n in g  v ic to ry  in  the  N e w  D em o- 
cratic R evo lu tion  and in  acqu iring  state pow er.

In  1978 the C P C  convened  the T h ird  Plenary  Session o f  the 11th 
C entra l C om m ittee , w hich  was o f  great h istorica l significance, usher
in g  in  a new  h istorica l p eriod  o f  re fo rm  and  open ing  up. D eve lop in g  
socialist dem ocracy  and  im p ro v in g  the  socialist legal system  became 
the  unalterab le  basic p rin c ip le  o f  the  P arty  and  the  state. I t  was at 
this m eeting  that D eng  X ia o p in g  po in ted  ou t p ro fo u n d ly : <fT o  ensure 
peopled  dem ocracy we m ust strengthen  o u r legal system . D em ocracy  
has to  be institu tiona lized  and  w ritten  in to  law, so as to  m ake sure that 
institu tions  and  laws do  n o t change w henever the leadership  changes, 
o r  w henever the leaders change th e ir view s o r  sh ift the  focus o f  the ir 
a t te n t io n / In  accordance  w ith  the  guidelines, princip les  and  policies 
set fo rth  at the T h ird  P lenary  Session，we review ed  C h in a ’s positive  
and  negative  experience  in  b u ild in g  socialism , drew  the  hard  lessons 
fro m  the  ten-year C u ltu ra l R e vo lu tion 3 (1966-1976), learned  from  the 
gains and  losses o f  w orld  socialism , and  adapted to  the new  require
m ents o f  re fo rm  and open ing  up  and  socialist m od ern iza tio n , and the 
new  dem ands o f  socialist dem ocracy  and  the  legal system  in  C hina , 
w h ereb y  we p ro m u lga te d  the  c u rre n t C o n s titu tio n . H o w e ve r/  the  
C on stitu tion  m ust adjust to  new  circum stances, draw  on  new  experi
ences and  a ffirm  new  achievem ents, so as to  m ain ta in  ever-lasting  
v ita lity . In  1988, 1993, 1999  and  2004 , respectively, the  N P C  m ade 
necessary and  im p o rta n t am endm ents to  the  C o n stitu tio n , so as to  
ensure that it  kept up  w ith  the tim es w hile  m ainta in ing  its consistency 
and  authority.

A s  the  fundam ental law  o f  the state, the  C on stitu tion  verifies  the 
deve lopm ents  co n ce rn in g  the  p ath , theories  and  system  o f  socia l
ism  w ith  Chinese  characteristics, dem onstrates the com m on  w ill and 
fundam ental interests o f  the Chinese  people  o f  all ethn ic  groups, and 
has becom e  the suprem e expression  o f  the central w o rk , basic p rin 
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ciples, m ajor guidelines and  im p o rtan t polic ies  o f  the  Party  and  the 
state in  the national legal system.

O v e r  the  past 30  years the  C o n stitu tio n , re ly in g  on  its suprem e  
legal status and  p ow erfu l legal force , has con vin c in g ly  ensured  that the 
Chinese people  are the  m asters o f  the country, v igo ro u s ly  prom oted  
re fo rm  and  o p e n in g  up  and  socia list m o d e rn iza tio n , advanced  the  
b u ild in g  o f  a law -based  so c ia lis t c o u n try , fa c ilita ted  the  cause o f  
hum an  righ ts , safeguarded  n ation a l re u n ific a tio n , ethn ic  u n ity  and
socia l stab ility , and  exerted  a p ro fo u n d  in flu e n ce  on  the  p o litic a l，
econom ic, cu ltural and  social life  o f  C hina.

T he  C on stitu tion  has fu lly  proved  ove r the  past 30 years that it  is 
a good  C on stitu tion  that suits C h in aJs national cond itions  and  reality, 
and the  requirem ents o f  the  tim es; that it  is a cogent C on stitu tion  that 
dem onstrates the  com m on  w ill o f  the  people , safeguards the ir rig h t to  
dem ocracy, and  protects the ir fundam ental interests; that it  is a v ig o r
ous C on stitu tion  that prom otes  national developm ent and  progress, 
guarantees a happy  life  fo r  the  people , and  ensures that the  Chinese  
nation  achieves its  great re juvenation; and  that it  is the  fundam ental 
legal guarantee enab ling  o u r cou n try  and  people  to  pass th rough  all 
d ifficu lties, risks and  tests and  to  forge  ahead a long  the socialist path  
w ith  Chinese  characteristics.

F ro m  the  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  the  C o n s titu tio n  o ve r the  past 
60-plus years since the  fou n d in g  o f  the  People’s R epublic  in  1949, we 
can see that the  C on stitu tion  is closely  b ound  up  w ith  the  future  o f
the cou n try  and  the  destiny o f  the  people. Safeguarding  the authority
o f  the C on stitu tion  is safeguarding  the  authority  o f  the com m on  w ill 
o f  the Party and  the people. U p h o ld in g  the  d ign ity  o f  the C on stitu
tio n  is u p h o ld in g  the  d ign ity  o f  the com m on  w ill o f  the Party  and  the 
people . E n su rin g  the  im p lem en ta tion  o f  the  C o n stitu tio n  is ensur
in g  the  p eo p led  fun dam en ta l in terests. A s  lo n g  as w e  respect and  
im p lem ent the  C on stitu tion  the people  w ill be able to  be m asters o f  
the country, and  the  cause o f  the  Party  and  the  state w ill be able to  
progress sm ooth ly. I f  the  C o n stitu tio n  is disregarded, w eakened  o r
even  sabotaged, the  people ’s rights  and  freedom s cannot be guaran
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teed, and  the cause o f  the Party and  the  state w ill suffer. T here fore , 
precious inspirations  from  long-term  practice  m ust be cherished. We 
should  be m ore  active  in  taking  the  in itia tive  in  ab id ing  b y  the  p rin 
ciples prescribed  by  the C on stitu tion , ca rry ing  forw ard  its  essence and 
fu lfillin g  the  duties it  prescribes.

W h ile  fu lly  a ffirm in g  o u r achievem ents, we shou ld  also be aware 
o f  o u r  s h o rtc o m in g s : T h e  o v e rs ig h t m ech an ism s  and  p e rtin e n t 
systems to  ensure the  im p lem entation  o f  the  C on stitu tion  are n o t yet 
com p le te ; laws are n o t p ro p e rly  ob served  o r  s tric tly  en fo rce d , and 
law breakers are n o t prosecuted  b y  som e local regions and  governm ent
agencies; p rob lem s  co n ce rn in g  the  p eo p le ’s d ire ct interests  rem ain
p ro m in e n t in  law  e n fo rce m e n t and  ju ris d ic tio n ; abuse  o f  p ow er, 
m alfeasance and  d ere lic tion  o f  du ty  b y  go vern m en t em ployees, and 
law b reak in g  b y  law -en fo rcem ent p erson n e l fo r  p erson a l ga in  have 
se riou sly  dam aged  the  a u th o rity  o f  the  n atio n a l lega l system ; and  
awareness o f  the  need  to  observe  the  C o n stitu tio n  am ong  citizens  
and som e offic ia ls  needs to  be fu rth e r enhanced. W e m ust pay close 
attention  to  and  earnestly solve  these problem s.

Com rades and friends,
T h e  18th  C P C  N a tio n a l C ongress  stressed: T h e  ru le  o f  law  is a 

fundam ental p rin cip le  by  w hich  the  Party leads the people  in  ru n n in g  
the cou n try ; the  ru le  o f  law  is the  basic way to  ru n  the  cou n try ; we

should  give  greater scope to  the  im p ortan t rofe the ru le  o f  law  plays 
in  the  c o u n try ’s governance  and  social m anagem ent; and  we should
p ro m o te  law-based governance  o f  the  co u n try  in  an a ll-rou n d  way, 
and  accelerate the b u ild in g  o f  a socialist cou n try  based on  the  ru le  o f  
law. T o  achieve  this  ob jective , we m ust com prehensive ly  im p lem ent 
the  C on stitu tion .

C om preh ens ive ly  im p le m e n tin g  the  C o n stitu tio n  is the  p rim a ry  
task and  grou n d w ork  fo r  b u ild in g  a law-based socialist country. T he  
C o n s titu tio n  is the  fun d am en ta l law  o f  the  state and  the  genera l 
p rogram  fo r  m anaging  state affairs; enjoying  suprem e legal status, legal 
au thority  and legal va lid ity, it  is fundam ental and consistent, and  is o f  
overaU  and  lon g-term  im portance . T h e  people  o f  a ll ethn ic  groups,
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all go vern m en t agencies, the  arm ed  forces, a ll p o litic a l parties  and  
public  organ izations, and  all enterprises and  p ub lic  institu tions  in  the 
country  m ust take the  C on stitu tion  as the  basic standard  o f  conduct 
and regard  it  as a duty  to  uph o ld  the d ign ity  o f  the C on stitu tion  and 
ensure its im p lem entation . N o  organ ization  o r  in d iv id u a l is privileged  
to  act beyond  the  C on stitu tion  o r  the  law. A ll acts in  v io la tio n  o f  the 
C onstitu tion  o r  the  law  m ust be investigated.

T h e  life  o f  the  C o n stitu tio n  is in  its  im p lem en ta tion , and  so is 
its authority. W e m ust persistently  ensure the im p lem entation  o f  the 
C o n s titu tio n , and  raise  the  com p rehen sive  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  the  
C onstitu tion  to  a new  level.

F irst, we should  u p h o ld  the correct p o litica l d irection , and keep to  
the socialist path  o f  m aking  p o litica l progress w ith  Chinese  character
istics. Since the re fo rm  and  opening-up  p o licy  was in troduced  in  1978 
ou r Party, ra lly in g  and  leading  the people , has m ade m ajor progress in
develop ing  socialist dem ocracy，and successfully opened  up  and  kept

to  the  socialist path  o f  m aking  p o litica l advance w ith  Chinese  char
acteristics, thus chartin g  the  co rrect course  fo r  ach ieving  the  m ost- 
extensive-possible  p eop led  dem ocracy  in  C h in a . T h e  core  th o u gh t, 
u nd erly in g  com p on en t and  basic requ irem ent o f  this p o litica l path  
are a ll a ffirm e d  in  the  C o n s titu tio n , th e ir theo retica l essence b e in g  
closely related, integrated  and  m utually  re in forc ing . W e m ust uph o ld , 
im p lem ent and  deve lop  the  system s and  p rin c ip les  set fo rth  in  the  
C on stitu tion , nam ely, the basic system  and  basic tasks o f  the state, the 
core  leadership  and  theoretical guidance  o f  the  state, the state system
w hich  is a socialist state under the people ’s dem ocratic  dictatorsh ip  led

by the w o rk in g  class and  based o n  the  alliance  o f  w orkers and  fa rm 
ers, the system  o f  peopled  congresses as the  system  o f  governm ent, 
the system  o f  m u ltip a rty  cooperation  and  p o litica l consu ltation  under 
the leadership  o f  the  C P C , the  system  o f  reg ional ethnic  autonom y, 
the system  o f  com m unity-leve l self-governance, the  p atrio tic  U nited  
F ro n t, the socialist legal system , the  p rin cip le  o f  dem ocratic  centra l
ism , and the p rin c ip le  o f  respecting  and  safeguarding  hum an  rights.

T he  key to  keeping  to  the socialist path  o f  m aking  politica l progress



w ith  C hinese  characteristics is to  ensure the  u n ity  o f  the  leadership  
o f  the  Party, the  p ositio n  o f  the people  as m asters o f  the  cou n try  and 
law -based  governance , so as to  guarantee  the  fundam enta l p ositio n  
o f  the people , to  reach  the  goal o f  enhancing  the v ita lity  o f  the Party 
and  the  co u n try  and  keep ing  the  people  fu lly  m o tiva ted , to  expand  
socia list dem ocracy  and  to  p ro m o te  socia list p o litic a l progress. W e 
m ust u p h o ld  the  idea  p rescribed  in  the  C o n stitu tio n  that all pow er 
o f  the  state belongs to  the  people ; extensively  m o b ilize  and  organ ize  
the  p eop le  to  exercise  state p ow er th ro u g h  p eo p le d  congresses at 
all levels, and  to  m anage state and  social affa irs  and  econom ic  and  
cu ltu ral program s  b y  various  m eans and  in  various  fo rm s; and  ensure 
that the  people  jo in tly  participate  in  national developm ent, share the 
benefits  o f  p rogress, accom p lish  the  com m on  cause, and  becom e  
the  m asters o f  the coun try , o f  society  and  o f  them selves. A d h e rin g  
to  the  p rin c ip le  o f  dem ocratic  centra lism , the  system  o f  state pow er 
and  the  standards o f  actions defined  in  the C o n stitu tio n , we should  
exercise  state p ow er th ro u g h  the  p eo p le d  congresses, ensure  that 
decis ion-m aking  pow er, executive  pow er and  ove rs igh t pow er func
tio n  independendy  but are coord inated  w ith  each oth e r, ensure that 
go ve rn m en t agencies exercise  th e ir pow er and  p e rfo rm  th e ir duties 
in  accordance  w ith  sta tu tory  m andates and  procedures, and  ensure 
that govern m en t agencies organ ize  all undertakings  concerted ly  and 
effectively. A b id in g  by  the  system s and  p rincip les  established  b y  the 
C on stitu tion , we should  correctly  handle  the re la tionsh ip  between  the 
central and  loca l governm ents, betw een  all ethnic  groups  and  between 
the interests o f  all parties, and  m o b ilize  all positive  effo rts  to  con so li
date  the  p o litic a l s itu a tio n  and  m ake  it  m o re  d e m o cra tic , u n ifie d , 
stable and  harm on ious. W e shou ld  adapt ourselves to  the  needs o f  
exp an d in g  peop led  dem ocracy  and  p ro m o tin g  socia l and  econom ic  
developm ent, p roactive ly  and  steadily advance p o litica l re fo rm s, make 
people  s dem ocracy m ore  extensive, adequate and  com plete, give  fu ll 
p lay  to  the  strength  o f  o u r socia list p o litica l system , and  constantly  
push  forw ard  the self-im provem ent and  developm ent o f  the  socialist 
p o litica l system.
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Second, we should  im p lem ent the ru le  o f  law  as the  basic strategy, 
and accelerate  the  b u ild in g  o f  a law -based  so c ia lis t c o u n try . T h e  
C o n stitu tio n  establishes the  fundam enta l p rin c ip le  o f  o u r socia list 
legal system , e xp lic itly  stipulates that the  Peopled  R epub lic  o f  C hina  
practices the  ru le  o f  law  and  b u ild s  a law -based  socia list cou n try , 
and  the  state u p h o ld s  the  u n ifo rm ity  and  d ig n ity  o f  the  soc ia lis t 
legal system . T o  im p lem ent the  ru le  o f  law  as the  basic strategy, and 
accelerate the  b u ild in g  o f  a law -based  socia list c o u n try  we shou ld  
make laws th rough  p ro p e r procedures, enforce  them  strictly, adm in is
ter justice im partia lly, and  ensure that everyone  abides b y  the  law.

W e m ust take the C onstitu tion  as the suprem e legal n o rm , continue  
to  im p rove  o u r socialist system  o f  laws w ith  Chinese  characteristics 
u nd erp inn ed  b y  the  C o n s titu tio n , b rin g  a ll state undertak ings  and  
w ork  on to  the  track  o f  the  legal system , ensure  that there  are laws 
to  abide  by, tha t law s are ob served  and  s tric tly  e n fo rced , and  that 
lawbreakers are prosecuted, safeguard social fairness and justice, and 
make state and  social life  m ore  in s titu tio n a lized  and  law-based. T h e  
N P C  and  its  S tan d in g  C om m ittee  m ust enhance  leg is la tio n  in  key
fie lds, expand  the  channels fo r  the  p eop le ’s o rd e rly  p a rtic ip a tion  in  -
legislation, prom ote  the  im p lem entation  o f  the  C on stitu tion  th rough  
well-established  laws, and  ensure the im p lem entation  o f  the systems 
and  p rin c ip le s  estab lished  b y  the  C o n s titu tio n . T h e  State C o u n c il 
and loca l peop led  congresses a long  w ith  th e ir standing  com m ittees 
w ith  legislative  pow er m ust form u late  and  am end  adm in istrative  and 
local regulations in  accordance  w ith  curren t laws, so as to  ensure the 
effective  im p lem entation  o f  the  C on stitu tion  and  laws. State adm in
istrative , jud ic ia l and  p ro cu ra to ria l bodies  at a ll levels  m ust exercise  
go vern m en t ad m in is tra tio n  in  accordance  w ith  the  law , adm in ister 
justice  im p a rtia lly , acce lerate  the  b u ild in g  o f  law -based  g o v e rn 
m ent, and  constan tly  increase  jud ic ia l cred ib ility . T h e  State C o u n c il 
and  lo ca l p eo p le d  go ve rn m en ts  at a ll leve ls  are the  executive  and  
adm in istrative  bodies o f  state pow er, and  bear the  m ajor resp on sib il
ity  o f  stric tly  im p lem en tin g  the  C o n stitu tio n  and  laws, and  so m ust 
prom ote  procedure-based  go vern m en t con duct and  conscien tiously
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ensure  s tric t, im p a rtia l and  c iv iliz e d  law  en fo rcem en t. W e  sh ou ld  
con tin ue  the  re fo rm  o f  the  jud ic ia l structure  to  a deeper leve l, and 
ensure the independent and im p artia l exercise o f  jud icia l and  procura- 
to ria l pow ers pursuant to  law. T h e  N P C  and its Standing  C om m ittee  
and  related  state oversight bodies should  fu lfill the ir oversigh t duties, 
enhance  o ve rs ig h t and  in s p e c tio n  fo r  the  im p le m e n ta tio n  o f  the  
C on stitu tion  and laws, im p rove  oversigh t m echanism s and  procedures, 
and  reso lu te ly  correct breaches o f  the  C on stitu tion  and  laws. L oca l 
peopled  congresses at all levels and  th e ir standing  com m ittees m ust 
exercise th e ir pow ers in  accordance  w ith  the law, and m ake sure that 
the C on stitu tion  and laws are observed  and enforced  in  th e ir respec
tive  adm in istrative  regions.

T h ird , we m ust m ainta in  the  p eo p le ’s do m in an t p o s itio n  in  the 
cou n try , and  ensure  that a ll c itizens  enjoy  th e ir righ ts  and  p e rfo rm  
the ir duties. T h e  fundam ental rights  and  duties o f  citizens  are the core  
o f  the  C on stitu tion , w hich  in  tu rn  serves as the fundam ental guaran
tee fo r every  citizen  to  enjoy  his righ ts  and  p e rfo rm  his duties. T he  
u n d e rp in n in g  o f  the  C o n stitu tio n  is  the  peopled  h ea rtfe lt su p p ort, 
and  the  pow er o f  the  C o n stitu tio n  lies in  the  p eop le ’s sincere  fa ith . 
O n ly  b y  ensuring  that all citizens are equal before  the law, by  respect
in g  and  pro tecting  hum an  rights  and  by  ensuring  that the  people  enjoy 
extensive  rights  and  freedom s as prescribed  b y  law, can  the  C o n sti
tu tion  take ro o t in  the peopled  m inds, can itsbe w ell received  b y  the 
people , and  can all the people  take the  in itia tive  in  im p lem enting  the 
C on stitu tion .

W e m ust ensure  that a ll citizens  enjoy  extensive  righ ts  in  accor
dance w ith  the  law, that th e ir rig h t o f  the  person  and  p ro p e rty  and 
basic p o litica l rights  are in v io la b le , and  that the ir econom ic, cu ltu ral 
and  social righ ts  are exercised. W e m ust safeguard  the  fundam ental 
interests o f  the overw helm ing  m ajo rity  o f  the people, and  fu lfill the ir 
aspirations fo r and  pursu it o f  a better life . W e should  address pub lic  
dem ands im p artia lly  and  in  accordance  w ith  the law, enable the  people  
to  feel that justice is served  in  every  case before  the courts, and  eradi
cate elem ents that h u rt th e ir sentim ents o r  dam age th e ir interests.
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W e should  enhance  p u b lic ity  and  education  about the  C on stitu tio n  
w idely in  society, im p ro ve  the  awareness o f  the  need to  abide b y  the 
C onstitu tion  and  legal system  am ong  all the  people, especially am ong  
offic ia ls  at a ll levels  and  go ve rn m en t em ployees, ca rry  fo rw ard  the  
socialist ru le  o f  law, cultivate  a law-based socialist cu lture, m ake the  
C o n stitu tio n  kn ow n  to  eve ry  h o u se h o ld , and  create  a g o o d  socia l 
atm osphere  o f  studying, ob se rv in g  and  app lyin g  the  law. W e should  
m ake u n re m ittin g  e ffo rts  to  f irm ly  estab lish  the  a u th o rity  o f  the  
C onstitu tion  and laws, get the people  to  fu lly  trust the law, consciously 
apply the  law  and  be aware that the C on stitu tion  is n ot o n ly  the  code 
o f  conduct that all citizens m ust abide b y  but also a legal w eapon  to  
safeguard th e ir rights  and  interests. W e shou ld  take education  about 
the C on stitu tion  as a m ajor elem ent o f  Party  offic ia ls5 tra in ing , ensure 
that offic ia ls  at all levels and  governm ent em ployees m aster the  basic 
know ledge  o f  the  C on stitu tion , and  cultivate  the  consciousness to  be 
loyal to , abide b y  and  u p h o ld  the  C on stitu tion . Law  is w ritten  m o ra l
ity, w hile  m o ra lity  is conscious  law. W e shou ld  in tegrate  the  ru le  o f  
law  w ith  ru le  b y  v irtu e , pay m ore  attention  to  the  ru le  o f  v irtu e  in  citi- 
zens5 conduct, and  encourage  citizens to  p ro tect the ir legitim ate  rights 
and interests in  accordance  w ith  the law  w hile  conscientiously  fu lf ill
ing  the ir duties prescribed  b y  law, w hich  means enjoying  rights  w hile  
p erfo rm in g  duties.

F o u rth , we shou ld  u p h o ld  the  P arty^  leadership , and  lay greater 
em phasis on  im p ro v in g  the  w ay it  exercises leadersh ip  and  g o ve r
nance. In  essence, the  ru le  o f  law  is ru le  b y  the  C on stitu tion ; the key 
to  law -based  govern ance  is C on stitu tion -based  governance . In  the  
new  circum stances, to  p e rfo rm  its duty  p ro p e rly  in  state governance
and  national re juvenation , o u r Party  should  exercise strict d isc ip line，
and  g o ve rn  the  c o u n try  in  accordance  w ith  the  C o n stitu tio n . A s  it 
leads the  people  in  fo rm u la tin g  and  im p lem en tin g  the  C on stitu tio n  
and laws, the Party  m ust act w ith in  the lim its  prescribed  by  the  C on sti
tu tion  and  laws, and  ensure that it  exercises leadership  in  leg islation , 
guarantees law  enforcem ent and  takes the  lead in  ob serving  the law.

W e m ust ensure that the  Party plays its p ro p e r ro le  as the  leader-
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ship  core  in  exercising  overa ll leadership  and coo rd in a tin g  the efforts  
o f  a ll, u p h o ld s  the  ru le  o f  law  as the  fu n d a m en ta l stra tegy  and  
adm in istration  in  accordance  w ith  the  law  as the  basic way, turns the 
P arty^  view s in to  the  w ill o f  the  state th rough  legal procedures, trains 
candidates recom m ended  b y  P arty  organ iza tion s  to  becom e  leaders 
o f  agencies o f  state pow er, exercises the  P arty’s leadership  ove r the 
cou n try  and  society th rough  the  agencies o f  state pow er, and  supports 
the  agencies o f  state pow er a long  w ith  the adm in istrative , jud icia l and 
procura to ria l bodies to  ca rry  ou t the ir w ork  separately yet concertedly  
in  accordance  w ith  the C on stitu tion  and laws. Party organ izations  and 
offic ia ls  at all levels should  set an exam ple  in  p ro m o tin g  the  ru le  o f  
law, constandy  im p rove  the ir law-based governance  capacity and  level, 
and  persistently  push  ahead institu tio n a lized  and  law-based m anage
m ent o f  state affairs. O ffic ia ls  at all levels should  upgrade  the ir ab ility  
in  b o th  th in k in g  and  action  to  fu rth e r the re fo rm  to  a deeper level, 
prom ote  developm ent, resolve  problem s  and  m aintain  stability, fo rm  
a law-based approach  to  adm in istering  affairs, dealing  w ith  d ifficu lties, 
hand ling  problem s  and reso lv in g  con flicts , and  advance all undertak
ings a long  the  path  o f  the  ru le  o f  law. W e should  im p ro ve  the m echa
nism  fo r  conducting  checks and  oversigh t o n  the  exercise  o f  pow er, 
th rough  lin k in g  pow er w ith  responsib ility, supervis ing  the  exercise o f  
pow er, en fo rc ing  accountability  fo r  dere liction  o f  duty, and  prosecut
in g  breaches o f  the law, so that the  pow engranted  b y  the  people  can 
always be exercised  in  the ir interests.

Com rades and friends,
T h e  w h o le  P arty  and  the  people  o f  all ethn ic  grou p s  m ust ra lly  

close ly  around  the  P arty  C entra l C om m ittee , u p h o ld  socia lism  w ith  
C h in ese  ch a ra c te ris tics , fo llo w  the  gu id a n ce  o f  D e n g  X ia o p in g  
T h e o ry , the  im p o rta n t th o u g h t o f  the  T h re e  R epresents  and  the  
S c ie n tific  O u tlo o k  o n  D e ve lo p m e n t, p ro m o te  the  ru le  o f  law  and  
law -based  governance  and  a d m in is tra tio n , b u ild  a law -based  coun- 
t rYj g o ve rn m e n t and  so c ie ty , and  c o n s c ie n tio u s ly  im p le m e n t the  
g u id in g  p rin c ip le s  o f  the  18th  C P C  N a tio n a l C ongress  in  a ll th e ir 
w o rk  fo r  the  goals o f  b u ild in g  a m oderate ly  p rosp erou s  society  in
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all respects and  ush erin g  in  a new  stage o f  socia lism  w ith  C hinese  
characteristics.

N otes

1 The N ew  Dem ocratic Revolution (1919-1949) is a bourgeois democratic revo

lution against imperialism and feudal dictatorship under the leadership o f  the prole

tariat. It did not aim at founding a republic ruled by the bourgeoisie, but a peopled  

republic led by the proletariat, based on the worker-peasant alliance, and ruled by 

all the revolutionary classes. Spanning three decades from 1919, when the May 4th 

Movement began, to 1949, when the Peopled Republic o f  China was founded, the 

revolution waged by the CPC against imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capital- 

ism is dubbed the N ew  Dem ocratic Revolution.

2 D eng Xiaoping: ^Emancipate the Mind, Seek Truth from Facts and Unite as 

One in Looking to the Future,>, Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping, Vol. II, Eng. ed., 

Foreign Languages Press, Beijing, 1994, p. 156.

3 The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, or Cultural Revolution for short, 

refers to the political m ovem ent wrongly launched by Mao Zedong that lasted from  

May 1966 to O ctober 1976 and was participated in by the general public. Manipu

lated by Lin Biao and the counter-revolutionary group represented by Jiang Qing, it 

caused grave disasters to the CPC, the country and the people o f  all ethnic groups.



Develop a Law-Based Country, 
Government and Society*

F e b r u a r y  2 3 ,  2 0 1 3

O u r  effo rts  to  com plete  the  b u ild in g  o f  a m oderately  prosperous 
society  in  a ll respects presuppose  a h igh e r dem and  fo r  the  ru le  o f  
law. W e should  com prehensively  im p lem ent the gu id in g  princip les  o f  
the 18th  C P C  N atio na l C ongress, and  fo llo w  the  guidance  o f  D eng  
X ia o p in g  T h e o ry , the  im p o rta n t th o u g h t o f  the  T h re e  Represents 
and  the Scientific  O u tlo o k  on  D eve lop m en t. W e shou ld  take a w ell- 
designed  approach  to  leg is la tion , enforce  the law  stricdy, adm in ister 
justice  im p a rtia lly , and  ensure  tha t everyone  abides b y  the  law. W e 
should  exercise governance  and adm in istration  in  accordance  w ith  the 
law, develop  a law-based country, governm ent and  society sim ultane
ously, and  thereby b rin g  the ru le  o f  iaw  to  a new  stage.

A  system  o f  socialist laws w ith  C hinese  characteristics, w ith  the 
C o n s titu tio n  to  the  fo re , has been  fo rm e d  in  C h in a , so o ve ra ll we 
have laws to  abide by  in  all aspects o f  state and  social life . T h is  is  a 
great achievem ent. T h e  laws, based on  practice, should  develop  as the 
situation  changes. W e w ill im p ro ve  leg is la tion  plans, concentrate  on  
p rio ritie s , attach  equal im p ortan ce  to  m aking  new  laws and  rev is in g  
and  repea lin g  existin g  ones, m ake  leg is la tion  m ore  app rop ria te  and 
dem ocratic, and  make laws m ore  targeted, tim ely  and  system atic. We 
shou ld  im p ro ve  the  w o rk in g  m echanism  and  procedures  o f  leg isla
tio n , expand  the  scale o f  o rd e rly  p u b lic  p artic ip a tio n , and  give  fu ll 
considera tion  to  the op in ion s  o f  a ll parties in vo lve d , so as to  make

* Main points o f the speech at the fourth group study session o f the Political Bureau of  
the 18th CPC Central Committee which Xi presided over.
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the laws p ro p e rly  re flect the  needs o f  econom ic  and  social deve lop
m ent, better coord inate  interests, and  give  fu ll play to  the lead ing  and 
m otivational ro le  o f  leg islation .

W e shou ld  strengthen  the  enforcem ent o f  the  C o n stitu tio n  and 
the law, and  u p h o ld  the  unity, d ig n ity  and  au th o rity  o f  the  socia list 
legal system , so that people  n either w ant, n o r are able, n o r dare  to  
break the  law. W e w ill m ake sure that laws are abided  by  and  stricdy  
e n fo rce d , and  law breakers  are p ro secu ted . A d m in is tra tive  b od ies  
are im p ortan t in  im p lem en tin g  laws and  regu lations, so they  shou ld  
take the  lead in  e n fo rc in g  laws and  safeguarding  p ub lic  interests, the
p e o p l e ’s r i g h t s  a n d  p u b l i c  o r d e r .  L a w  e x e c u t o r s  s h o u l d  b e  f a i t h f u l

to  the  law. L ead ing  bodies  and  o ffic ia ls  at all levels  shou ld  becom e  
better able to  th in k  and  act based on  law, and  w o rk  to  reach consen
sus o n  re fo rm , p ro m o te  p ro ced u re -b a se d  d e ve lo p m e n t, re so lve  
con flicts , and  safeguard  social h arm on y  in  accordance  w ith  the  law. 
W e w ill strengthen  the  oversigh t o f  law  enforcem ent, m ake sure that 
there is n o  illega l in terference  in  law  enfo rcem ent, and  p reven t and  
overcom e  re g io n a l and  dep artm enta l p ro te c tio n is m . W e w ill fig h t 
c o rru p tio n , and  m ake sure that those  w h o  have pow er take respon
sib ility, the  exercise o f  pow er is subject to  overs igh t and  law breakers 
are prosecuted.

W e w ill make every  e ffo rt to  ensure that the people  feel that justice 
is served  in  every  cou rt case. B earing  this in  m in d , all jud icia l bodies 
shou ld  im p ro ve  th e ir w o rk , fo cu s in g  o n  re so lv in g  the  deep-seated  
problem s  that affect jud icia l justice and  constra in  o u r jud icia l capac- 
ity. W e should  ensure justice fo r  the  people  and  im p rove  o u r jud icia l 
w o rk in g  practices. W e shou ld  p ro v id e  g o o d  services to  help  people  
overcom e  b arrie rs  to  justice, p a rticu la rly  b y  increasing  legal aid  fo r
people  in  d ifficu lties  to  safeguard the ir legitim ate  rights. Jud ic ia l w ork-
ers need to  m aintain  close ties w ith  the  people , ca rry  out procedure- 
based jud icia l activities, increase jud icia l transparency, and respond  to  
the  peopled  concern  and  expectations fo r  jud ic ia l justice  and  trans
parency. W e w ill ensure that jud icia l and  p rocura toria l bodies exercise 
the ir pow er independently  and  im p artia lly  in  accordance  w ith  the  law.
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A ll o rg a n iza tio n s  and  in d iv id u a ls  sh ou ld  act w ith in  the  scope  
prescribed  by  the C on stitu tion  and the  law. A ll citizens, social organ i
zations and  governm ent agencies should  act and exercise the ir rights 
and  pow ers, and fu lfill th e ir ob ligations  and duties in  accordance  w ith  
the C on stitu tion  and  the law. W e w ill make sure that the laws are w ell 
received  by  the  people , foster socialist ru le  o f  law  th ro ugh o u t society, 
encourage  all the people  to  observe  the  law  and  solve  the ir problem s  
by  the  law, and fo rm  a favorable  environm ent in  w hich  it  is held  to  be 
honorable  to  observe  the law. W e w ill com bine  education  in  the legal 
system  w ith  law-based governance, and  p rom ote  social adm in istration  
under the  ru le  o f  law. Wie should  integrate  the  ru le  o f  law  w ith  ru le  
by  v irtu e  and  legal enforcem ent w ith  ethical progress, encourage  both  
regu lation  b y  laws and  by  self-discip line, and ensure that the  ru le  o f  
law  and  ru le  by  virtu e  com plem ent and  re in force  each other.

T h e  C P C  is the  ru lin g  party  in  C hina. T h e  Party's law-based gover
nance is o f  great significance  fo r  ensuring  the  ru le  o f  law. W e m ust

ensure the un ity  o f  the Party’s leadership, the  p ositio n  o f  the  people
as masters o f  the cou n try  and law-based governance, and  fo llo w  the 
Party*s leadership  in  the  entire  process o f  ru lin g  the  co u n try  b y  law. 
Party organ izations  at all levels should  act w ith in  the scope prescribed  
by  the  C on stitu tion  and the  law. O ffic ia ls  at all levels should  p erfo rm

th e ir duties in  accordance  w ith  the  law  and  t a k e ,  lead  in  ab id ing
b y  the law. O rgan iza tion  departm ents o f  the  Party at all levels should  
m ake  the  p e rfo rm an ce  o f  o ffic ia ls  in  accordance  w ith  the  law  an 
im p ortan t crite rio n  fo r th e ir assessment.

Promote Social Fairness and Justice, 
Ensure a Happy Life for the People*

January 7, 2014

W e  sh o u ld  m ake  sa fe gu a rd in g  so c ia l s ta b ility  o u r  basic  task , 
prom ote  social fairness and  justice as core  values, and  ensure a happy 
life  fo r the  people  as o u r fundam ental target. W e should  enforce  the 
law  strictly , adm in ister justice  im p a rtia lly , fu rth e r p ro m o te  re fo rm , 
strengthen  and  im p ro ve  ju d ic ia l, p ro c u ra to ria l and  p u b lic  security  
w o rk , and  safeguard  the  v ita l interests  o f  the  peop le . In  so d o in g , 
we w ill ensure the  rea liza tion  o f  the  T w o  C entenary  G oa ls  and  the 
Chinese D ream  o f  the  nation ’s great renewal.

Ju d ic ia l, p rocura toria l and  pub lic  security departm ents should  take 
a clear stand  in  u p h o ld in g  the  leadership  o f  the  Party. T h is  m eans 
uph o ld ing  the people's status as the masters o f  the cou n try  and  im p le
m enting  law-based governance , the  Party's basic strategy o f  lead ing  
the people  in  go ve rn in g  the  country. W e should  unsw erving ly  adhere 
to  the Party's leadership  ove r jud icia l, p fo cu ra to ria l and  pub lic  security 
w ork , and  at the same tim e  strengthen  and  im p rove  its leadership.

We shou ld  c o rre c tly  balance  the  P arty ’s p o lic ies  and  the  state’s

laws. B o th  re flect the fundam ental w ill o f  the  people , and  share the 
same nature. T h e  P arty  leads the  peop le  in  enacting  and  e n fo rc in g  
the  C on stitu tion  and  laws. I t  guarantees the  enforcem ent o f  the laws 
enacted under its leadership  and takes the lead in  ob serving  them . Ju d i
cial, p rocura toria l and  p ub lic  security officers  should  conscientiously
safeguard  the  a u th o rity  o f  the  P arty ’s p o lic ies  and  the  state’s laws,

and  m ake sure that b o th  are executed  p roperly. W e shou ld  p ro p e rly

* Main points o f the speech at a central conference on judicial, procuratorial and pubUc 

security work.

163



164 T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  o f  C h in a

balance  the  need to  u p h o ld  the  P arty ’s leadership  and  the  need  fo r
ju d ic ia l, p ro c u ra to ria l and  p u b lic  secu rity  organs  to  exercise  th e ir 
pow er independently  and im p artia lly  in  accordance w ith  the  law. Party 
organ izations  and offic ia ls  at all levels should  sup p ort these organs in  
taking  resp on sib ility  independently  in  accordance  w ith  the  C on stitu
tio n  and  laws, and ca rry ing  ou t th e ir w ork  in  a concerted  and  coo rd i
nated way. C om m issions fo r  jud icia l, p rocura toria l and  p ub lic  security 
affairs under the Party  com m ittees should  have clearly  defined  func
tio n s . T h e y  sh ou ld  a p p ly  the  ru le  o f  law  to  th e ir lead ersh ip  o ve r 
jud icia l, p rocura toria l and  p ub lic  security w ork  and  play  a key ro le  in  
m o d e rn iz in g  the governance  system  and capacity o f  the state.

I t  is a basic  task fo r  ju d ic ia l, p ro c u ra to ria l and  p u b lic  security  
organs to  m aintain  social stability. W e shou ld  keep a carefu l balance
betw een  m a in ta in in g  socia l s ta b ility  and  safeguard ing  the  p eo p le ’s 
legitim ate  rights  and interests. W e should  address the  peopled  proper 
and  law fu l dem ands o n  m atters affecting  the ir interests, and  im prove  
the  in stitu tio n s  that are im p o rta n t fo r  safeguarding  th e ir v ita l in te r
ests. W e should  assert the  au thority  o f  the law  in  so lv in g  con flicts , so 
that people  are convinced  that the ir rights  and  interests are protected  
im p a rtia lly  and  effectively. In  ad d itio n , we shou ld  id e n tify  a balance 
betw een  e n liven in g  d eve lop m en t and  m ain ta in in g  p u b lic  order. W e 
need to  deal w ith  social con flicts  system atically and  com prehensively  
at the  source  and in  accordance w ith  the  la\^ as w ell as to  m o b ilize  the 
w hole  o f  society to  safeguard social stability.

Ju d ic ia l, procura toria l and  p ub lic  security w o rk  is aim ed  at achiev- 
in g  social fairness and  justice  as core  values. In  a sense，p ro m o tin g  
fairness and  justice is the life b lo o d  o f  this w o rk , and jud ic ia l, p ro cu 
ratoria l and  pub lic  security organs are the last line  in  defense o f  social 
justice  and  fairness. Ju d ic ia l, procura to ria l and  p ub lic  security officers  
should  use the scales o f  fairness and  the sw ord  o f  justice to  guarantee 
a fa ir and  just society w ith  concrete  actions, and ensure access to  fa ir
ness and  justice  fo r every  in d iv id u a l. W e should  focus on  addressing 
serious v io la tio n s  o f  p eop led  righ ts  and  interests. W e shou ld  never 
tu rn  dow n  people  w h o  ask us fo r  help , never refuse  to  accept the ir

cases because they cannot pay，never abuse pow er to  vio la te  people ’s 
legitim ate  rights  and  interests, o r v io la te  the  law  to  create injustices 

and w ron g ly  decided  cases.
I t  is the fundam ental purpose  o f  jud icia l, procuratoria l and pub lic  

security w ork  to  ensure that the people  lead a happy life. Jud icia l, procu
ra to ria l and  p u b lic  security  organs  and  o ffice rs  shou ld  address the
people’s problem s  the  way they do  the ir ow n，and w ork  on  the people ’s
sm all problem s the  way they do  the ir ow n  b ig  problem s. W e w ill w ork  
fo r the satisfaction  o f  the  people  and correct any o f  ou r practices they 
are n ot happy  about. W e w ill provid e  effective  legal pro tection  fo r  the 
peopled  happy  life . W e should  strengthen  the  com prehensive  m ainte
nance o f  p ub lic  o rd e r, and  resolutely  reverse  the  ris in g  incidence  o f  
serious crim es to  pro tect the  people ’s lives and  property.

T o  accom p lish  th e ir n o b le  m iss io n  entrusted  b y  the  P arty  and  
people, jud icia l, procura to ria l and  p ub lic  security organs m ust enforce  
the law  stricdy  and  adm in ister justice im partia lly. Justice  breeds trust, 
and  honesty  fosters  c fe d ib ility . W e shou ld  u p h o ld  o u r p ro fession a l 
conscience and  enforce  the law  fo r the go od  o f  the people. W e should  
guide  jud icia l, procura to ria l and  p ub lic  security officers  to  act w ith in  
the bounds o f  th e ir professional code  o f  conduct, never tolerate  w hat 
the  people  detest, act q u ick ly  i f  the  peop le  so requ ire , and  s tric tly  
adm in is te r justice  w ith  aw e-in sp irin g  in te g rity . W e sh ou ld  b elieve  
in  and  im p le m e n t the  ru le  o f  law , acqu ire  a g o o d  kn ow led ge  and  
p ro fou n d  understanding  o f  the  law, and  abide b y  and defend  the law. 
W e should  h o ld  o u r p osition  firm , uph o ld  righteousness, and  respect 
o n ly  facts and  the law  in  law  enforcem ent.

Im p a rtia l law  e n fo rc e m e n t sh o u ld  be  guaran teed  b y  in s t itu 
tions. W e w ill app ly  institu tions  to  every  aspect o f  law  enforcem ent
as a “ w a ll”  w ired  w ith  “ h igh -tension  e lectric ity  lin e .”  V io la to rs  w ill
be  subject to  the  severest possib le  penalties, o r  be prosecuted  fo r  
crim in a l lia b ility  i f  the  circum stances constitu te  a crim e. O p e n  trials 
prom ote  justice, and  transparency ensures im partia lity. W e should  take 
the  in itia tive  in  m aking  tria ls  open  and  in v itin g  ove rs igh t to  render 
m anipu lation  and  jud icia l c o rru p tio n  im possib le.
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O ffic ia ls  at all levels should  take the  lead in  acting  in  accordance 
w ith  the  law, and  m ake sure that they do  n ot do  anyth ing  that violates 
the law. T h ey  should  n o t exercise pow er that is n o t allow ed  fo r them  
by  law  o r, even  w orse, o ve rrid e  the  law  b y  fia t o r  bend  the  law. We 
should  establish  a sound  reg istration , filin g  and  re p o rtin g  m echanism , 
as w ell as an accountab ility  m echanism  fo r  o ffic ia ls , in te rve n tio n  in  
jud icia l affairs in  v io la tio n  o f  statutory  procedures.

O n  the w hole , o u r jud icia l, p rocura toria l and  p ub lic  security o ffi
cers are go od . T h ey  are loya l to  the  Party, serve  o u r people, are able 
to  take on  tough  challenges, and  brave  death. T h ey  are h igh ly  com pe
tent functionaries  the Party  and  the  people  can absolutely trust. Party 
com m ittees and  governm ents  at all levels should  im p lem ent preferen
tial policies  and measures fo r these officers, and  help  them  w ith  their 
practical problem s. W e should  b u ild  a con tingent o f  jud ic ia l, p ro cu 
ra to ria l and  p u b lic  security  o ffice rs  w h o  have  firm  p o litica l beliefs, 
strong  professional expertise, a go od  sense o f  resp on sib ility  and disci
p lin e , and  go o d  m o ra l character, are firm  in  th e ir fa ith , enforce  the 
law  fo r the people , are n o t afra id  to  take o n  responsib ilities, and  are 
up righ t and  honest.

I t  is essential fo r  o u r ju d ic ia l, p ro c u ra to ria l and  p u b lic  security  
officers  to  have firm  ideals and  convictions. W e should  give  top  p rio r- 
ity  to  education  in  th is  regard  fo r  these o ffice rs . W e sh ou ld  m ake 
sure that they uph o ld  socialism  w ith  Chinese  characteristics, fa ith fu lly  
fo llo w  the  orders o f  the  Party, and  rem ain  true  to  th e ir m ission. W e 
should  see to  it  that they  put the  Party’s cause，the  people ’s interests 
and  the C on stitu tion  and  laws above  everyth ing  else, and  rem ain  p o lit
ica lly  loya l to  the Party, n ation , people  and law.

Ju d ic ia l, p ro c u ra to ria l and  p u b lic  secu rity  o ffic e rs  sh ou ld  fu lly  
shoulder the ir responsib ility  to  figh t crim es instead  o f  tu rn in g  a b lin d  
eye to  them . W hen  facing  dangerous, urgent o r  intractab le  tasks, they 
shou ld  go  all ou t and  com plete  them  w ith o u t hesitation . W e should  
strengthen  education  in  d isc ip lin e  and  im p ro ve  the  m echanism  that 
m aintains d iscip line , and  use iro n  discip line  to  tra in  a strong  co n tin 
gent o f  jud icia l, p rocura toria l and  pub lic  security officers. W e should
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im prove  the ir professional expertise  to  m ake sure that they com plete  
their tasks. W e shou ld  w ipe  o u t c o rru p tio n  in  the  ju d ic ia l, p ro cu ra
toria l and pubUc security fie lds w ith  the  strongest w ill and  the  m ost
resolute actions, and  rem ove  the  bad  apples fro m  them .

jud icia l re fo rm  is a m ajor part o f  o u r poHtical re fo rm s, and  gready 
helps m o d e rn ize  the  stated  g o ve rn a n ce  system  and  capacity. W e  
should  p ro vid e  stronger leadership  and  better coord in a tion  and  focus 
on  real results in  the  process o f  b u ild in g  a just, effic ien t and  audionta- 
tive sociaHst jud icia l system  in  o rd e r to  better uph o ld  the  P arty  s lead
ership, give  fu ll play  to  the  special features o f  C h in a^  jud icia l system , 
and prom ote  social fairness and  justice.



Meeting Chinese and foreign journalists at the Great H all of the People in Beijing on 

November 15, 2012, soon after he was elected general secretary of the CPC Central 
Committee at the First Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Central Committee, along with 
other newly-elected members of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau: U  Keqiang 
(3rd from right), Zhang Dejiang (3rd from left), Yu Zhengsheng (2nd from right), U u  
Yunshan (2ndfrom left), Wang Qishan (1st from right) and Zhang Gaoli (1st from left).



Shaking hands with Hu ]intao, his predecessor, when meeting with specially-invited 
deputies and non-voting deputies to the 18th CPC National Congress, at the Great 
Hall of the People in Bei/ing, November 15, 2012.

V i s i t i n g  trT h e  R o a d  to  R e ju v e n a t i o n ”  e x h i b i t i o n  a t  th e  N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m  o f  C h i n a ,  a lo n g

with other leaders, namely Li Keqiang, Zhang Dejiang, Yu Zhengsheng, hiu Yunshan, 
WangQtshan and Zhang Gao/i, November 29, 2012, when he for the first time put forward 

the idea of the Chinese Dream of national rejuvenation.



Chatting with farmer Tang Kongbin and his family in Luotuomn Village, Longquanguan Toum- 
ship, December 30, 2012, during a visit to people experiencingfinancial difficulties in Yuping County, 
Hebei Province.



Giving a keynote speech at the closing ceremony of the 12th National 
People’s Congress， March 17, 2013. He was elected president of the 
People's Republic of China at the First Session of the Congress three 
days earlier.

Putting on a bamboo hat given to him by local U  ethnic people at U n ^ s e  Cultural Park 

on Yalong Bay, during an inspection tour of Hainan Province, April 9, 2013.



Greeting astronauts N ie Haisheng, Zhang Xiaoguang and Wang Yaping prior to the 
launching of the Shen^bou 10 manned spacecraft at the Jiuquan Satellite launching Center 
in Gansu Province, June 11, 2013.



Visiting Yangluo Container Harbor in Wuhan, during his 
inspection of reform and economic development in Hubei 
Province, July 21, 2013.

Reviewing the marine guard of honor on the Liaoning, China's first aircraft earner, August 

28,2013.



Chatting with farmers of Shibadong Village, Huqyuan County, Xiangxi Tujia and Miao 
Autonomous Prefecture, during an inspection of Hunan Province, November 3f 2013.

Holding the hand of 83-year-old Wang Kechang, a war veteran, when visiting Zhucun Village, 
Unshu County, an old revolutionary base area in Shandong Province, November 25, 2013.



Checking the growth of wheat in Zhangshi Township, Weishi County, on an inspection tour in 

Henan Province, May 9, 2014.
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Enhance Publicity and Theoretical Work*

August 19f 2013

O u r  p u b lic ity  and  theoretical w o rk  m ust help  us accom plish  the 
central task o f  econom ic  developm ent and serve the overa ll interests 
o f  the  country. T h ere fo re , we m ust bear the b ig  picture  in  m in d  and 
keep in  line  w ith  the trends. W e should  m ap  ou t plans w ith  focus on  
p rio rities  and ca rry  them  ou t in  accordance w ith  the situation.

E c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  is  t h e  P a r ty ’s c e n t r a l  t a s k ， a n d  id e o lo g ic a l  

p r o g r e s s  is  o n e  o f  i t s  t o p  p r io r i t ie s .

Since the con voca tio n  o f  the T h ird  P lenary  Session o f  the  11th  
C P C  C entral C om m ittee  in  1978 the Party has m ade econom ic  devel
opm ent its  centra l task, d evo tin g  its e lf to  accelerating  the  econom y  
and im p ro v in g  the peopled  lives. T h is  central task w ill n ot and should  
n ot change as lo n g  as the  dom estic  o r  in ternationa l situation  does not 
change dram atically. It  is a basic requirem ent fo r the Party to  adhere 
to  its basic line  fo r 100 years and to  solve  all the problem s  o f  contem 
p ora ry  C hina.

M o re o ve r, to  enhance  the  cause o f  C hinese  socia lism  we m ust 
prom ote  m aterial, cu ltural and  ethical progress, strengthen  the  nation  
m aterially, cu ltu ra lly  and  ethically, and  im p ro ve  the  m ateria l, cu ltural 
and ethical lives o f  the  people  o f  all ethnic  groups.

O u r  p u b lic ity  and  theoretical w ork  aim s to  consolidate  M arxism  as 
the gu id in g  id e o lo gy  in  C hina , and cem ent the shared ideo log ica l basis 
o f  the w hole  Party  and the people. B oth  Party  m em bers and offic ia ls  
m ust h o ld  a firm  b e lie f in  M arxism  and  com m unism , make unrem it
tin g  and pragm atic  effo rts  to  realize  the  P arty^  basic p rogram  at the

* Main points o f the speech at a national meeting on publicity and theoretical work.
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present stage, take every  step needed fo r  progress and pass the  baton  
d u tifu lly  to  o u r successors.

O ffic ia ls , especia lly  h ig h -ra n k in g  ones, shou ld  m aster the  basic 
theories o f  M arxism  as the ir special skiU and d iligen tly  study M arxism - 
L en in ism  and  M ao  Z e d o n g  T h o u g h t, and  especially D e n g  X ia o p in g  
T h eo ry, the im p ortan t thought o f  the T hree  Represents and the Scien
tific  O u tlo o k  on  D evelopm ent.

M arxism  m ust be a requ ired  course  in  P arty  schoo ls , executive  
leadership  academies, academies o f  social sciences, institutes o f  higher 
lea rn ing  and  groups  fo r theoretical studies. These  places shou ld  serve

a s  t h e  c e n t e r s  f o r  s tu d y in g ,  r e s e a r c h in g  a n d  d i s s e m in a t in g  M a r x is m .

N ew  and  young  offic ia ls  in  p articu la r should  w o rk  hard  to  study 
M arxist theory, learn  to  observe  and  solve  problem s  fro m  the  M arx
ist stand, v ie w p o in t and m ethod, and  becom e  firm  in  th e ir ideals and 
convictions.

M ore  effo rts  should  be m ade to  enhance the awareness o f  social
ism  w ith  Chinese characteristics am ong  the people  o f  all ethnic  groups, 
so as to  inspire  the people  to  strive  fo r Chinese socialism .

W e shou ld  in te n s ify  the  re co gn itio n  o f  the core  socia list values, 
foster and  practice  these values, im p ro ve  c iv ic  m orality , and  cultivate  
the social trends o f  recogn izin g  h o n o r and disgrace, p ractic ing  in teg
rity, encouraging  dedication  and p ro m o tin g  harm ony.

P arty  sp irit and  the  idea  o f  se rv in g  the  pgop le  have  lo n g  been  
in terrelated . P reserving  Party  sp irit means keeping  a correct poUtical

direction, taking a committed political stand and disseminating the 
Party’s theories, lines, principles and policies，in addition to the major
w o rk  plans  o f  the  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  and  its  m a jo r analyses 
and judgm ents on  the country's  situation . I t  also means m ainta in ing  a 
high  degree o f  u n ity  w ith  the  Party  C entral C om m ittee  and u p h o ld in g  
its  authority. AU  departm ents, institu tions  and aH Party  m em bers and 
o ffic ia ls  specia lizing  in  p u b lic ity  and  theoretical w o rk  m ust preserve  
the ir Party  sp irit w ith ou t fail.

S e rv in g  the  p eop le  m eans p u ttin g  the  p eop le  firs t and  m aking  
re a liz in g , safeguarding  and  d eve lop in g  the  fundam enta l interests o f
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the o ve rw h e lm in g  m a jo rity  o f  the  p eo p le  o u r sta rtin g  p o in t  and  
goal. O u r  w o rk  shou ld  focus o n  se rving  the  people. W e should  serve 
the people  w hile  educating  and  g u id in g  them , satisfy th e ir dem ands 
w hile  upgrad ing  th e ir personal quaUty, dissem inate  and  re p o rt m ore  
on  th e ir great endeavors  and  v ig o ro u s  lives , ro le  m odels  and  th e ir 
m o vin g  stories. T h is  w ay, we can  en rich  the  p eop le  c u ltu ra lly  and  
ethically, enhance  th e ir m o ra l strength , and  m eet th e ir cu ltu ra l and  

intellectual dem ands.
A n  im p o rtan t p la tfo rm  fo r  p u b lic ity  and  theoretical w o rk  is the  

stressing o f  unity, stab ility  and  encouragem ent, and  putting  the  focus 
on  positive  pubHcity. W e are new  to  a battle  w ith  m any new  h isto ric  
features. W e  are fa c in g  unp reced ented  challenges  and  d iffic u ltie s . 
T herefore , we m ust continue  to  enhance and  in tensify  the underly ing  
trend  o f  thought in  o u r coun try , advocate  the  them es o f  the  tim es, 
popularize  positive  energy, and  encourage  the  w hole  coun try  to  strive  

as one  fo r  progress.
T h e  key  to  success lies  in  ra is in g  the  q u a lity  and  le ve l o f  o u r 

p u b lic ity  and  theo re tica l w o rk . W e sh ou ld  have  the  p ro p e r tim in g , 
tem po  and  efficiency, m ake this w o rk  m ore  attractive  and in fluen tia l, 
in fo rm  the people  about w hat they love  to  hear, read and w atch, and 
let p o sitive  p u b lic ity  p lay  its  ro le  in  encourag ing  and  in s p irin g  the

people. . .
W hen  it com es to  m ajor issues, in c lud in g  those  o f  p o litica l p rin c i

ple, we m ust take the  in itia tive  in  h elp ing  offic ia ls  and  the  people  draw  
a line  between  rig h t and  w ro n g  and  acquire  a clear understanding  in

this regard.
O v e r the years, o u r Party  has accum ulated  abundant experience  in  

p u b lic ity  and  theoretical w ork . H ard-earned  and  extrem ely  precious, 
th is  experience  serves as m ajo r gu idance  fo r  o u r fu tu re  w o rk , and  
shou ld  be th o ro u g h ly  review ed  and  carried  fo rw ard  o n  a lon g-te rm  
basis, and  con tinuously  enriched  and  developed.

A s  an o ld  C hinese  saying  goes, (<A  w ise  m an  changes his w ay as
circum stances change; a knowledgeable person alters his means as 

t im e s  e v o lv e .， ，1 As for publicity and theoretical work today, we should
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pay close  attention  to  in n o va tio n  in  the  fie lds o f  ideas，m eth od o lo
gies and  grassroots w ork , and m ove  forw ard  w ith  new  ideas to  tackle
d ifficu lties , w ith  em phasis on  w o rk  in  loca l com m unities. W e should  
step up  cu ltural re fo rm s, push  forw ard  the culture  industry, and build  
C hina  in to  a cou n try  w ith  a strong  socialist culture.

A t  this tim e  w hen  C hina  is open ing  its d o o r w id er to  the outside 
w orld , it  has becom e  an im p ortan t task fo r  those engaged in  pub lic ity

and theoretical w ork  to  help  guide  the people  to  a better understanding
o f  present-day C hina  w hile  lea rn ing  about the rest o f  the w o rld  m ore  
com prehensively  and objectively.

T o  exp la in  and  p u b lic ize  the  special characteristics  o f  m odern  
C h in a , we need  to  m ake  it  clear that 1) because d iffe re n t countries  
and  nations  have d iffe re n t h isto rica l trad ition s, cu ltu ra l accom plish
m ents and basic cond itions, the ir developm ent paths are d iffe ren t; 2) 
Chinese  culture  encom passes the deepest cu ltural and ethical pursuits 
o f  the Chinese  nation , n ou rish ing  the  people  fo r  generations; 3) fine  
trad ition a l C hinese  cu lture  is a great strength  o f  the C hinese  nation  
and  its  m o st p ro fo u n d  c u ltu ra l so ft p o w e r; 4) ro o te d  in  C hinese  
cu lture, socialism  w ith  Chinese  characteristics represents the  Chinese 
peopled  aspirations, suits the tim es and facilitates the  developm ent o f  
the country, and is based on  a lo n g  h is to ry  and  so lid  reality. T h e  tim e- 
honored  Chinese  culture  is capable o f  adding  g lo ry  to  it  today  and in  
the  days to  com e. 、 •

I t  is inevitab le  fo r C h ina , a cou n try  w ith  a unique  cu lture, h is to ry  
and  basic cond itions, to  choose  a developm ent path  featuring  its ow n  
characteristics. A s  fo r  trad ition a l Chinese  culture  and  fo re ign  things, 
we shou ld  m ake the  past serve  the present and  fo re ign  th ings  serve 
C h ina ; discard  the  dross and  select the  essential; elim inate  the  false 
and retain  the true , and adopt trad itiona l Chinese  culture  and  fore ign  
things after a tho rough  and w ell-considered  review  o f  both .

W e shou ld  in ten sify  o u r p u b lic ity  o f  and  re p o rt o n  the  changes 
and developm ents w orldw ide, and  the  new  thoughts, ideas and  d iscov
eries in  oth e r countries, so as to  help  draw  on  the  achievem ents o f  
oth er civiliza tions.
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W e shou ld  enhance  o u r fo re ign -orien ted  p u b lic ity  w o rk  th rough  
trying  m ethods w ith  new  concepts, dom ains and  expressions that are 
understood  b y  b o th  C h ina  and the  rest o f  the  w o rld , telUng the true  
story o f  o u r coun try  and  m aking  o u r vo ice  heard.

T h e  departm ents concerned  w ith  p u b lic ity  and  theoretical w o rk  
have an extrem ely im p ortan t task to  shoulder. T h ey  should  play the ir 
part w ell and  try  th e ir best. T h ey  should  im p ro ve  the ir w ork  starting  
from  the ir leaders and  leading  bodies. T h ere fo re , those leaders should  
intensify  the ir study and  practice  in  o rd e r to  becom e  real experts.

Successful pubUcity and  theoretical w o rk  requires jo in t effo rts  by 
the w hole  Party. Party  com m ittees at all levels should  take p o litica l and
leading responsibilities. T h e y  s h o u l d  r e d o u b l e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  s tu d y

and address m ajor issues, and  to  coord inate  and  guide  m ajor strategic 
cam paigns. T h ey  should  steadily upgrade  the ir leadership  skills. W ith  
a grand  p ub lic ity  b lu ep rin t, we should  m o b ilize  as m any departm ents 
as possible  in  all w alks o f  life  and  lin k  p u b lic ity  and  theoretical w ork  
m ore  closely to  adm in istrative , industria l and  social governance  in  all 

areas.

N o tes

1 Huan Kuan: On Salt and Iron (Yan Tie Lun), an important work for the study o f  

the history o f  econom ics and thought during the Western Han Dynasty (206 BC- 

A D  25). The author (dates unknown) was a court minister o f  that dynasty.



Strong Ethical Support for the Realization 
of the Chinese Dream*

September 26, 2013

P a r a g o n s  o f  m o r a l i t y  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  b a n n e r s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  p u b l i c  

e th ic s .  W e  n e e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  c a m p a ig n s  t o  p u b l i c iz e  s u c h  p a r a g o n s  o f  

m o r a l i ty  a n d  le t  p e o p le  l e a r n  f r o m  t h e m ,  f o s t e r  t h e  t r u e ,  t h e  g o o d  a n d  

th e  b e a u t i f u l ,  a n d  s p r e a d  p o s i t iv e  e n e rg y . W e  s h o u ld  in s p i r e  t h e  p e o p le  

t o  e s t e e m  v i r t u e ,  p e r f o r m  g o o d  d e e d s  a n d  e m u la t e  v i r t u o u s  p e o p le .  

M o r e o v e r ,  w e  s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  w h o l e  o f  s o c i e t y  t o  c u l t i v a t e  

m o r a l i ty  b y  p r a c t i c in g  v i r t u e  a n d  t o  e x e r t  a  p o s i t iv e  i n f lu e n c e  t h r o u g h  

e th ic a l  b e h a v io r .  I n  th i s  w ay , w e  w ill  m a r s h a l  s t r o n g  s p i r i tu a l  a n d  e t h i 

c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  r e a l iz in g  t h e  C h in e s e  D r e a m  o f  n a t io n a l  r e n e w a l .

I n n e r  s t r e n g t h  is  i n f i n i t e ,  a s  is  m o r a l  s t r e n g t h .  C h i n e s e  c iv i l iz a 

t i o n  h a s  a  l o n g  h i s t o r y  s t r e t c h i n g  b a c k  t o  a n t i q u i t y ;  i t  g a v e  b i r t h  

t o  t h e  p r e c i o u s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  n a t i o n  a n d  c u l t i v a t e d  t h e  

C h i n e s e  p e o p l e  s p u r s u i t  o f  n o b l e  v a lu e s .  T h e  p u r s u i t  o f  c o n s t a n t  

s e l f - im p r o v e m e n t  a n d  e m b r a c in g  th e  w o r ld  t h r o u g h  v i r t u e  h a y e  b e e n  

t h e  s t im u l i  b e h i n d  t h e  C h i n e s e  n a t i o n ’s c e a s e l e s s  s e l f - r e g e n e r a t i o n ，

a n d  to d a y  th is  p u r s u i t  is  s till  a  p o w e r f u l  m o t iv a t io n  f o r  u s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  

r e f o r m  a n d  o p e n i n g  u p ,  a n d  f o r  s o c ia l is t  m o d e r n i z a t io n .

T o  m e e t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u th o r i t i e s ,  lo c a l  g o v e r n 

m e n t s  a n d  d e p a r t m e n t s  h a v e  l o n g  w o r k e d  h a r d  t o  p r o m o t e  p u b l i c  

m o r a l i ty ,  a d v o c a t e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  C h in e s e  v i r t u e s  a n d  f o s t e r e d  t h e  n e w  

t r e n d s  o f  t h e  t im e s .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  e th i c a l  m o d e l s  h a v e  e m e r g e d  in  

l a r g e  n u m b e r s .  N a t i o n a l  e th i c a l  m o d e l s  a r e  o u t s t a n d i n g  r e p r e s e n t a 

t iv e s  o f  th e s e  p e o p le .  S o m e  o f  y o u  h a v e  h e a r t s  o f  g o l d  a n d  a r e  a lw a y s

Main points o f the speech when meeting the fourth group o f nominees and winners 
o f national ethical model awards.

176

S tr o n g  E t h i c a l  S u p p o r t  f o r  th e  R e a l i s a t io n  o f  th e  C h in e s e  D r e a m 177

r e a d y  t o  h e lp  o t h e r s ;  s o m e  a c t  b r a v e ly  f o r  a  ju s t  c a u s e  w i t h o u t  c o n s i d 

e r in g  p e r s o n a l  s a f e ty ;  s o m e  a r e  h o n e s t  a n d  t r u s t w o r t h y ,  a n d  k e e p  

to  t h e  r i g h t  w a y ; s o m e  w o r k  d i l ig e n d y  a t  t h e i r  p o s t s  d e d ic a t in g  th e i r  

liv es  t o  s e r v in g  t h e  p u b l ic ;  a n d  s o m e  t r e a t  t h e  e ld e r ly  a n d  t h e i r  r e l a 

tiv e s  w i th  f ilia l r e s p e c t .  W i t h  n o b l e  c h a r a c te r s ,  y o u  h a v e  w a r m e d  a n d  

t o u c h e d  th e  h e a r t s  o f  o u r  p e o p le ,  a n d  h a v e  s e t  g o o d  e x a m p le s  f o r  t h e  

w h o le  o f  s o c ie ty .

A  g r e a t  e r a  c a l ls  f o r  a  g r e a t  s p i r i t ,  a n d  a  w o r t h y  c a u s e  d e m a n d s  

r o le  m o d e l s  t o  ta k e  t h e  le a d .  N o w  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  C h in a  a r e  w o r k in g  

h a r d  f o r  t h e  C h in e s e  D r e a m .  I n  l in e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  c u l t iv a te

a n d  p r a c t i c e  t h e  c o r e  s o c ia l is t  v a lu e s  r a i s e d  a t  t h e  P a r ty ’s 1 8 th  N a t i o n a l

C o n g r e s s ,  w e  s h o u ld  p a y  c lo s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a d v o c a t in g  s o c ia l is t  m o r a ls ,  

i n t e n s i f y  e d u c a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  m o r a l i t y ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e t h i c s ,  f a m i ly  

v i r tu e s  a n d  in d iv id u a l  in te g r i ty ,  p r o m o t e  b a s ic  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d s  s u c h  as  

p a t r i o t i s m ,  d e d ic a t io n  t o  w o r k ,  i n te g r i ty  a n d  f r ie n d l in e s s ,  a n d  c u l t iv a te  

s o c ia l  t r e n d s  o f  r e c o g n iz in g  h o n o r  a n d  d i s g r a c e ,  p r a c t i c in g  in te g r i ty ,  

e n c o u r a g in g  d e d ic a t io n  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  h a r m o n y .

N o w  F d  l ik e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  G o n g  Q u a n z h e n ,  a  n a t i o n a l  e t h i c a l  

m o d e l .  S h e  is  t h e  w i d o w  o f  G e n e r a l  G a n  Z u c h a n g ,  a  v e t e r a n  R e d  

A r m y  o f f i c e r  f r o m  J i a n g x i  P r o v i n c e  a n d  a  f o u n d i n g  g e n e r a l  o f  t h e

P e o p l e ’s R e p u b l ic .  I n  1 9 5 7  G a n  v o lu n ta r i l y  r e s ig n e d  h is  p o s t  t o  b e  a

f a r m e f ,  a n d  G o n g  Q u a n z h e n  r e t u r n e d  w i t h  h i m  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  

i n  J i a n g x i .  H a l f  a  c e n t u r y  l a t e r ,  G o n g  s t i l l  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  

h a r d  w o r k  a n d  p la in  l iv in g . F o r  th is ,  s h e  w a s  e le c t e d  a  n a t i o n a l  e t h i 

c a l  m o d e l ,  a n d  is  p r e s e n t  a t  th i s  m e e t in g .  I  f e e l  g r a t i f i e d  a n d  w a n t  t o  

e x p r e s s  m y  g r e a t e s t  r e s p e c t s  t o  h e r .  W e  m u s t  c a r r y  f o r w a r d  t h e  s p i r i t  

o f  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  p la in  l iv in g  g e n e r a t i o n  a f t e r  g e n e r a t io n .



Enhance China5s Cultural Soft Power*

D e c e m b e r  3 0 ,  2 0 1 3

T h e  strengthening  o f  o u r cu ltu ral soft pow er is decisive  fo r C hina  
to  reach  the  T w o  Centenary G oa ls  and  realize  the  Chinese  D ream  o f  
re juvenation  o f  the Chinese  nation .

W e  shou ld  ca rry  fo rw ard  advanced  socia list cu ltu re , fu rth e r the 
re fo rm  o f  the  cu ltu ra l system , deve lop  and  enrich  socia list cu ltu re , 
insp ire  the  w hole  nation  to  engage in  cu ltu ra l creation , b eef up  the 
grow th  o f  cu ltural enterprises, enrich  the  peopled  cu ltural life , ign ite

the ir in sp ira tio n ，strengthen  o u r cu ltu ra l pow er and  com petitiveness，
and reach  the  goal o f  b u ild in g  C hina  in to  a socialist cu ltu ral pow er.

T o  strengthen  o u r cu ltu ra l so ft pow er, we shou ld  re in fo rce  the 
cornerstone  o f  o u r national cu ltu ra l soft pow er. W e shou ld  adhere to  
a deve lopm ent path  o f  socialist cu lture  featu ring  C hinese  character
istics, in ten sify  the study o f  and  education  in  the  core  socialist value

system , ca rry  forw ard  the national sp irit and  the  sp irit o f  the  tim es，
encourage  people  to  have th e ir ideals and  beliefs, establish  prosp er
ous cu ltu ra l undertakings, and  speed up  the grow th  o f  cu ltu ra l enter
prises.

T o  re in fo rce  the  fou n d a tion  fo r  dom estic  cu ltu ra l progress, one  
o f  the  m ajor tasks is to  enhance ideo log ica l and m oral education , and 
b u ild  up  social m o ra lity  b y  starting  w ith  every  in d iv id u a l. W e should  
ca rry  fo rw ard  and  foster the  trad ition a l m o ra lity  lo n g  cu ltivated  and 
developed  b y  o u r ancestors.

U n d e r the  gu idance  o f  M a rx is t and  soc ia lis t eth ics, w e  shou ld  
make the past serve the present and  put fo rth  new  ideas on  the basis

* Main points o f the speech at the 12th group study session o f the Political Bureau of  
the 18th CPC Central Cominittee which Xi presided over.
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o f  e lim inating  the  false and  re ta in ing  the  true  fo r the creative  trans
form ation  and progress o f  trad itiona l Chinese  ethics, so as to  lead  the 
people on  the  w ay to  yearn ing  fo r and  asp iring  to  life -lo n g  learn ing , 
respecting and  obeying  m oral standards, so that every  one  o f  the  1.3 
b illio n  Chinese  citizens  can be p art o f  a team  to  dissem inate Chinese  
m orality  and  culture.

T o  strengthen  o u r cu ltural soft pow er, we should  dissem inate the 
values o f  m o d ern  C h in a . M odern  C hinese  values are also those  o f  
socialism  w ith  Chinese  characteristics, representing  advanced  Chinese  
culture. C hina  has blazed  a successful sociaUst path  featuring  Chinese  
characteristics. Facts p rove  that o u r path  and  system , theoretical and 
social, are successful. M ore  w o rk  should  be done  to  refine  and  explain  
ou r ideas, and  extend  the  p la tfo rm  fo r  overseas p u b lic ity , so as to  
make o u r cu ltu re  kn ow n  th ro ugh  in te rn a tio n a l com m un ication  and  
dissem ination.

W e shou ld  relate  the  C hinese  D ream  to  m odern  C hinese  values 
d u rin g  o u r dissem ination  and  exp lanation . T h e  C hinese  D ream  is a 
dream  cherished  and  aspired  to  b y  the  Chinese  people  and  nation , a 
dream  o f  b u ild in g  C h ina  in to  a w e ll-o ff society in  an a ll-round  way 
and  re juvenating  the  Chinese  n ation , a dream  fo r  everyone  to  make 
his ow n  dream  com e  true , a dream  that the w hole  nation  strives fo r, 
and  a dream  to  show  the  w o rld  C h in a  s co m iriitm e n t to  m akin g  a 
greater con trib u tio n  to  the  peace and  developm ent o f  m ankind.

T o  strengthen  o u r cu ltu ra l so ft pow er, we shou ld  showcase the  
unique  charm  o f  Chinese  culture.

D u rin g  its  5 ,000-year h is to ry , the  C h in ese  n a tio n  has created  
a b rillia n t  and  p ro fo u n d  cu ltu re . W e  sh ou ld  dissem inate  the  m ost 
fundam ental Chinese  culture  in  a pop u la r way to  attract m ore  people  
to  participate  in  it, m atching  m odern  cu lture  and  society. W e should  
p op u la rize  o u r cu ltu ra l sp irit across countries  as w ell as across tim e  
and  space, w ith  c o n te m p o ra ry  va lues  and  the  e te rn a l ch a rm  o f  
Chinese  culture. W e shou ld  te ll the  rest o f  the  w orld  about the  new  
achievem ents o f  m odern  Chinese  cu ltu re , w hich  feature  b o th  excel
lent trad ition  and  m odern  sp irit, b o th  national and  in ternational.
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T o  this end, effo rts  should  be m ade to  sort out trad itiona l cultural 
resources  and  b rin g  back  to  life  re lics  sleep in g  in  closed  palaces, 
legacies o f  the vast land  o f  C hina  and  records in  ancient books. We 
should  convince  the people  w ith  reason  and m orality, im p ro ve  cultural 
co m m u n ica tio n  w ith  o th e r co u n trie s  and  in te n s ify  o u r  system  o f

cu ltu ral and  educational exchanges，blaze  new  trails，and use various
m eans, such  as mass m edia, g ro u p  dissem ination  and  in te rpersonal 
com m unication .

T o  b u ild  a beautifu l im age  o f  o u r country, we should  display the 
Chinese  c iv iliza tio n  o f  a lo n g  h is to ry  and  u n ity  o f  d iversified  ethnic 
g ro u p s  w ith  v a ry in g  cu ltu res ; an  O rie n ta l p o w e r w ith  h on est and  
capable p o litica l adm in istrations, developed  econom y, th riv in g  culture, 
stable society, u n ified  people  and  splendid  landscapes; a responsible  
great p ow er that is com m itted  to  peacefu l d eve lop m en t, com m on  
g ro w th , in te rn a tio n a l fa irn ess  and  ju s tice , and  c o n trib u tio n s  to  
m ankind; and a socialist pow er open ing  its d o o r w ider to  the  outside  
w o rld , fu ll o f  hope, v ig o r  and  vita lity .

T o  strengthen  o u r cu ltu ra l so ft pow er, we shou ld  in te n s ify  o u r 
in ternationa l rig h t to  a vo ice , enhance o u r capab ility  o f  in ternationa l 
com m unication  and spare n o  e ffo rts  in  establishing  a system  fo r  in te r
national discourse  to  te ll, in  the  rig h t way, the true  sto ry  o f  o u r coun
try  and  m ake ou r voices heard  th rough  g iv in g  fu ll play to  the  em erging  
m edia  and enhancing  o u r creativity, in fluence  %nd p ub lic  trust. •

W e shou ld  dissem inate  the  g lo riou s  h is to ry  and  excellent culture  
o f  the  Chinese  nation  and  people. W e should  also enhance education  
in  patrio tism , collectivism  and  socialism  w ith  the help  o f  all possible  
m eans, such  as classroom  teach ing , th eo re tica l research, h is to rica l 
study, film s  and te levision  program s, and lite ra ry  w orks, and  help  ou r 
people  b u ild  up  and  persist in  a correct concept o f  h istory, national 
v ie w p o in t, state o u tlo o k  and cu ltu ral perspective, so as to  fo rtify  the 
w ill o f  the  Chinese  people , w h o  should  be p rouder o f  being  Chinese.

Cultivate and Disseminate 
the Core Socialist Values*

F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  2 0 1 4

We m ust take cu ltivating  and  dissem inating  the core  socialist values

as a fundam ental pro ject fo r  in tegrating  the peopled  m indset and  re in 
forcing  ou r social foundations. W e should  inh e rit and  carry  forw ard  the 
fine  traditional Chinese  culture  and virtues, dissem inate the core  social
ist values and educate the people  extensively, guide  and encourage the 
people to  act according  to  them , to  respect and fo llo w  m oral standards, 
to  pursue lo fty  m oral ideals, and to  re in force  the ideological and  m oral 
foundation  o f  socialism  w ith  Chinese characteristics.

C ore  values, a fundam ental facto r fo r  the  texture  and orien tation  
o f  a culture, are the soul o f  cu ltural soft pow er and  a key to  b u ild in g  
a nation^  cu ltural soft pow er. In  essence, cu ltural soft pow er depends 
on  the  v ita lity , cohesion  and  appeal o f  the  core  values o f  a nation . 
T here fore , cu ltivating  and  dissem inating  the  core  values and effective
ly  in tegrating  the peopled  m indset is an im p ortan t means o f  ensuring  
that the social system  operates in  a n orm a l m anner and  that the  social 
order is effective ly  m aintained. I t  is also a m ajor aspect o f  a nations  
go vern ing  system  and  capacity.

Facts p ro ve  that to  successfu lly  b u ild  a set o f  core  values w ith
strong  appeal is connected  w ith  a cou n try ’s social harm on y  and  stabil-

ity, as w ell as its long-term  peace and  order.
T o  cultivate  and  dissem inate the core  socialist values we m ust take 

trad ition a l C hinese  cu ltu re  as the  base. A ll concrete  core  values are 
deeply rooted . So, to  renounce  such values is tantam ount to  severing

* Main points o f the speech at the 13th group study session of the PoUtical Bureau of 

the 18th CPC Central Committee which Xi presided over.
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o u r cu ltu ra l life lin e . T h e  extensive, p ro fo u n d  and  outstand ing  trad i
tiona l Chinese  culture  is the foundation  fo r us to  stand firm  upon  in  
the g loba l m in g ling  and clashing  o f  cultures.

T h e  long-developed  Chinese  culture  em braces o u r deepest in te l
lectual pursuits. I t  is an ico n  o f  the  unique  C hinese  n ation , and  has 
ensured  the lineage, developm ent and  grow th  o f  the  Chinese  nation. 
T ra d itio n a l C hinese  virtu es  are the  essence o f  C hinese  cu ltu re , and 
em body  rich  ethical and  m oral resources. O n ly  b y  etch ing  these values 
in  o u r m inds  can we forge  ahead, and  o n ly  by  ca rry in g  forw ard  w hat 
ou r ancestors have le ft us can we learn  to  be m ore  creative.

W ith  regard  to  values, p ercep tions  and  ethics handed  dow n  fo r 
generations, we should  m ake the  past serve  the  present, discard  the 
dross and  keep the essential, elim inate  the  false and  re ta in  the  true, 
and  p u t fo rth  new  ideas. T h a t is to  say, we shou ld  treat and  in h e rit 
them  w ith  a critica l approach , and  cu ltivate  and  educate the  people  
w ith  the  Chinese  cu ltural legacy.

W e  need  to  exp la in  c le a rly  the  h is to ric a l o rig in , e vo lu tio n  and  
basic tendency  o f  the  o u tstan d in g  tra d itio n a l C hinese  cu ltu re  and  
its uniqueness, perceptions  and  distinctive  features, so as to  enhance 
confidence  in  Chinese  culture  and  values.

sh o u ld  w o rk  h ard  to  ab so rb  the  p h ilo s o p h ic a l and  m o ra l 
essence o f  tra d itio n a l C hinese  cu ltu re , fos te r and  dissem inate  o u r 
nationa l character w ith  p atrio tism  at the  core  and  at the  call o f  the 
tim es, h igh ligh ted  by  re fo rm  and  in n o va tio n , and  id e n tify  and  e xp li
cate the ir essential features o f  benevolence, p eop le-orientation , integ- 
rity , righteousness, concordance  and  com m on  groun d .

W e shou ld  p ro p e rly  handle  the  re la tion sh ip  betw een  inheritance  
and  in n o va tio n , w ith  the focus o n  tran sfo rm in g  and  d eve lop in g  the 
fine  trad itiona l Chinese  culture  in  a creative  way.

W e should  make the core  values the peopled  pursu it and  conscious 
action s  th ro u g h  ed u ca tion , p u b lic ity , cu ltu ra l e d ific a tio n , h ab itua l 
developm ent and institu tiona l guarantee.

A  fine  exam ple  has boundless pow er. A ll Party  m em bers and offi-

cials m ust take the lead  in  studying  and  spreading  the  core  socialist
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values, in fluen ce  and  encourage  oth e r people  to  fo llo w  th e ir exem 
plary behavior and nob le  personalities.

W e should  spread the socialist values am ong  ch ild ren  and students, 
ensuring the ir inc lus ion  in  textbooks  and  lectures so as to  let everyone  

be aware o f  them .
L ike  spring  d rizz le  fa llin g  w ith ou t a sound, we should  dissem inate 

the core  socialist values in  a gentle  and  live ly  way by  m aking  use o f  all 
kinds o f  cu ltu ra l fo rm s. W e shou ld  in fo rm  the  people  b y  means o f  
fine lite ra ry  w orks  and  artistic  im ages w hat is the  true , the  go od  and 
the beautifu l, w hat is the  false, the evU and the  ugly, and  w hat should  
be praised  and encouraged, and w hat should  be opposed  and repud i

ated.
T h e  core  socialist values can hard ly  be effective  unless they are put 

in to  practice, fo r  o n ly  then  m ay the  people  understand  and  observe  
them . W hat we advocate  m ust be in  line  w ith  w hat the people  need 
in  the ir daily  life  in  a m anner as detailed  and  practical as possible. W e 
m ust u p h o ld  the  core  socialist values w hen  strengthen ing  ru les and 
regulations in  all sectors, fo rm u la tin g  codes o f  conduct fo r students 
and other citizens in  b o th  urban  and  ru ra l areas so as to  tu rn  the  core
socia list values in to  basic  gu ide lines  fo r  the  peop le  s d a ily  life  and

w ork.
W e should  create som e fo rm s  o f  cerem onies and  conduct various  

m em oria l and  ce leb ration  events to  dissem inate  m ainstream  values 
and enhance the  peopled  sense o f  iden tity  and  o f  belonging.

E ffo rts  sh o u ld  be  m ade  to  in te g ra te  the  requ irem en ts  o f  the  
core  socialist values in to  various  activities  concern ing  intellectual and 
cu ltural progress, so as to  attract m ore  people  to  participate  in  such 
activities, upgrade  th e ir m oral o u d o o k  and  foster civic  virtues  in  soci
ety fo r  fa m ily  happiness, extend in g  care to  others  and  co n trib u tin g  
m ore  to  society. W e shou ld  m ake use o f  every  o p p o rtu n ity  to  make 
this happen, anytim e  and  anywhere.

W e should  give  fu ll play to  o u r policies  concern ing  the  econom y, 
politics , culture  and  society to  better serve  the  cu ltivation  o f  the  core  
socialist values. Law s and  regulations should  act as a d riv in g  force  fo r
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t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h e  c o r e  v a lu e s . M o r e o v e r ,  aH s o c ia l  a d m in i s t r a t iv e  a g e n  

c ie s  s h o u l d  m a k e  i t  t h e i r  r e s p o n s ib iU ty  t o  a d v o c a t e  t h e  c o r e  s o c ia l 

i s t  v a lu e s  a n d  r e f l e c t  t h e m  in  t h e i r  r o u t i n e  w o r k  s o  t h a t  aU a c tiv i t ie s  

c o n f o r m i n g  w i t h  t h e  c o r e  v a lu e s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  a n d  t h o s e  r u n n i n g  

c o u n t e r  t o  t h e  c o r e  v a lu e s  a r e  r e b u f f e d .

Young People Should Practice 
the Core Socialist Values*

M a y  4 ,  2 0 1 4

D ear students, teachers and friends,

Today, as we celebrate  C h in a ’s Y o u th  D a y 1 I ’m  glad  to  be here  
w ith  y o u , h o n o rin g  the  9 5 th  a n n ive rs a ry  o f  the  M ay  4 th  M o ve 
m ent2. F irst o f  a ll, Fd  like  to  extend , o n  b eh a lf o f  the  P arty  C entra l 
C om m ittee, m y  festival greetings to  the  teachers, sta ff and  students 
at P eking  U n ive rs ity  and  yo u n g  peop le  o f  all ethn ic  group s  across 
the cou n try . A ls o , I  w ant to  express m y  deepest respects to  those  
w ho  w o rk  in  the  fie lds  o f  education  and  you th  w o rk  th ro u g h o u t the  
country!

T h is  is  m y  f if th  v is it  to  P e k in g  U n iv e rs ity  since  I  sta rted  to  
serve  on  the  P arty  C e n tra l C o m m itte e , and  each tim e  I  am  here  I  
fin d  so m eth in g  new  that im presses m e. M y  feelings  soar w henever 
I  w alk  o n  th is  cam pus fu ll o f  v ig o r  and  v ita lity , and  I  canJt h elp  
b u t sigh: T h e  c u rre n t gen e ra tion  o f  co llege  students is just a d o r
able, tru s tw o rth y  and  re liab le , and  yo u  are b o u n d  to  have  a b rig h t 
future .

T h e  M ay 4th  M ovem ent gave fo u n d in g  to  the  M ay 4th  sp irit o f  
p atrio tism , p rogress , dem ocracy  and  science, k ick in g  o f f  the  N ew  
D e m ocra tic  R e vo lu tio n  in  C h in a , p ro m o tin g  the  d issem ina tion  o f  
M arxism  in  the cou n try  and  laying  the grou n d w ork  fo r the  found in g  
o f  the C P C .

Since the  M ay 4th  M ovem ent, under the leadership  o f  the  Party, 
generations o f  h igh ly  m otivated  young  m en  and  w om en  have w ritten

* Speech at the seminar with teachers and students o f Peking University.
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in sp irin g  chapters in  the struggles to  save the cou n try  and  rejuvenate 
the Chinese  nation , w ith  the m o tto  <$D e vo tin g  m y  you th  to  creating  a 
fam ily  o f  you th , a cou n try  o f  you th , a nation  o f  you th , a m ankind  o f  
you th , a planet o f  youth  and a universe  o f  yo u th / '3

P eking  U n ive rs ity  was the  base o f  the  N e w  C u ltu re  M ovem ent4 
as w ell as a cradle  o f  the  M ay 4th  M ovem ent, w itnessing  this g lo ri
ous p erio d  in  m odern  h istory. F o r a lo n g  tim e, teachers and  students 
here have shared a com m on  destiny  w ith  the co u n try  and  the people, 
and  advanced  w ith  the  tim es and  society, m aking  rem arkable  c o n tri
b ution s  to  o u r coun try 's  re vo lu tio n , co n stru ctio n  and  re fo rm  in  all 
respects.

T h e  T w o  C enten ary  G o a ls  w ere  p u t fo rw a rd  at the  18th  C P C  
N a tio n a l C ongress. A s  I  have  said  b e fo re , we have  n eve r been  so 
close as n ow  to  reaching  the goal o f  the  great renew al o f  the  Chinese  
n a tio n , and  we are m ore  co n fid e n t and  m ore  capable  than  ever o f  
fu lfilin g  this goal.

Nevertheless, “A  thing is yet to be done until it is done，”5 as an
o ld  saying goes. T h e  closer we approach  the  goal the m ore  we should  
redoub le  o u r efforts. W e can a ffo rd  no  slackening. M ore  im p ortan tly , 
we shou ld  encourage  m ore  you n g  people  to  jo in  the  great cause o f  
m aking  the dream  com e  true.

T h e  rive r o f  tim e  flow s nonstop  day and  n igh t, and  things  change 
as the  seasons change. E v e ry  generation  o f , young  people  is oFfered 
the opportun ities  o f  the era fo r  draw ing  a picture  o f  life  and  creating  
h istory. Y o un g  people, the  m ost sensitive weatherglass o f  an era, are 
entrusted  w ith  the responsib ilities  o f  the tim es and share the  g lo ry  o f  
the ir days.

Today, we are here to  h o n o r the  M ay 4th  M ovem ent. T h e  best way 
fo r  us to  have the  M ay 4th  sp irit disp lay  w ide ly  is to  jo in  the  team  o f  
builders, pioneers and dedicators, and  together w ith  the people  o f  all 
ethnic  groups  shoulder o u r h isto ric  responsib ilities  w ith  firm  beliefs, 
h igh  m orality, a w ealth  o f  know ledge  and com petent skills.

Students and  teachers,
U n ive rs ity  is a place n o t just fo r  academ ic studies b u t fo r  seeking
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tru th . Today, Yd  like  to  take this o p p o rtu n ity  to  share w ith  you  m y 
insights in to  the  core  socialist values.

I  was in sp ire d  b y  the  s p irit o f  the  M ay  4 th  M o vem en t, w h ich  
em bodies the  va lues  the  C hinese  p eop le  and  n a tio n  have  pursued  
in  m o d ern  h is to ry . T oday, we sh ou ld  s till adhere  to  and  c a rry  o u t 
these core  values, h igh ligh ted  by  patrio tism , progress, dem ocracy and 
science. Y oun g  people , as w ell as everyone  else in  the country, should  
uphold  and  ca rry  ou t these core  values.

L o o k in g  at hum an  h is to ry  and  social deve lopm ent, we fin d  that 
the m ost lasting  and  p ro fo u n d  pow er fo r  a nation  and cou n try  is the 
core  values acknow ledged  b y  all. C ore  values ca rry  the sp iritua l aspira-
tion o f  a nation  and  country，and represent the  standard fo r  judging

righ t and  w rong.
A n  ancient p rove rb  goes, uT h e  w ay to  great learn ing  is to  m anifest

bright virtue and to  treat the  people  as one’s ow n  fam ily，thereby arriv- 
ing at suprem e goodness.’’6 C ore  values are in  fact ind iv id u a l virtues,

as w ell as p ub lic , social and national virtues. A  cou n try  cannot p ros
per w ith ou t virtues, n o r can anyone  succeed w ith ou t virtues. W ith o u t 
shared  core  values, a n ation  and  c o u n try  w ill be  at a loss to  kn ow  
w hat is rig h t and  w hat is w ron g , and  its people  w ill have n o  code  o f  
conduct to  fo llo w , the  resu lt b eing  that the  nation  and  co u n try  can 
never progress. I t  has c o n u n o n ly  o ccu rre d  in  o u r h is to ry , and  still 

happens across the  globe.
C h in a  is  a b ig  c o u n try  w ith  1.3  b illio n  p eo p le  and  56  e th n ic

g r o u p s .  U p o n  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  v a l u e s  w i t h  t h e  “ g r e a t e s t  

c o m m o n  d e n o m i n a t o r ”  b y  t h e  p e o p le  o f  a ll e th n i c  g r o u p s ， t h e y  w o r k

w ith  one  heart and  one  m in d  to  strive  in  unity. T h is  concerns  o u r 
nations  future  and  destiny, as w ell as o u r peopled  happiness and  w ell

being.
E ve ry  era has its  sp irit, and  likew ise  its values. In  ancient C h ina  

o u r ancestors developed  core  values h igh ligh ted  b y  p ro p rie ty , rig h 
teousness, honesty  and  a sense o f  sham e — the  fo u r anchors o f  ou r 
m oral found ation , and  a question  o f  life  and death fo r  the country. 
T h is  was o u r ancestors5 understanding  o f  the ir core  values.
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W h at are the core  values fo r  o u r people  and co u n try  today? This 
is b o th  a theoretical and  a practica l question . W e shou ld  eventuaUy 
agree upon  this after so rtin g  ou t op in ion s  and understandings from  
a ll w alks o f  life . T h e  core  socia list values that we sh ou ld  cultivate  
and  practice  are p ro sp e rity , dem ocracy, c iv ility , h arm on y, freedom ,
equaUty, justice, the  ru le  o f  law, p atrio tism , ded ication , in te g rity  and 
friendsh ip .

T h e  values o f  prosperity, dem ocracy, c iv ility  and  h arm on y  are fo r 
the coun try ; those o f  freedom , equality, justice and the  ru le  o f  law  fo r 
the society; and  those o f  p atrio tism , de«dication, in te g rity  and frien d
ship  fo r  citizens. T h ey  exp la in  w hat sort o f  cou n try  and  society we are 
striv in g  fo r, and w hat k ind  o f  citizens we are cultivating.

S ince  ancien t tim es  the  C h in ese  p eo p le  have  d e ve lo p e d  th e ir 
cou n try  th rough  studying  the nature  o f  things to  acquire  know ledge, 
correcting  thoughts  w ith  sincerity, cu ltivating  the  m oral self, m anaging  
the fam ily, go ve rn in g  the state and  safeguarding  peace under H eaven.

As we see it today, the principles o f “studying the nature o f things,
c o r r e c t i n g  t h o u g h t s  w i th  s in c e r i ty  a n d  c u l t iv a t in g  t h e  m o r a l  s e l f ^  a re  

f o r  in d iv id u a ls ;  t h e  p r in c ip l e  o f  £tm a n a g in g  th e  f a m ily »  is  f o r  t h e  s o c i 

e ty ;  a n d  t h o s e  o f  t£g o v e r n i n g  t h e  s t a te  a n d  s a f e g u a r d in g  p e a c e  u n d e r  

H e a v e n ”  a r e  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y .

W h at we put forw ard  fo r the  core  soc id is t values is a com bination  
o f  requirem ents fo r  the country, society an4  citizens, w hich  represent 
the  nature  o f  socia lism , ca rry  fo rw a rd  the  fin e  tra d itio n a l C hinese  
cu lture, draw  on  the best o f  w orld  civiH zation  and re flect the  sp irit o f  
the tim es.

P rosperity, dem ocracy, c iv ility , harm ony, freedom , equality, justice, 
the ru le  o f  law, p atrio tism , dedication , in teg rity  and  friendsh ip  are all 
ideas that in h e rit the  essence o f  the  outstanding  trad ition a l Chinese  
c u ltu re , e m b od y  the  idea ls  and  fa ith  fo rm e d  b y  m o d e rn  C hinese  
people  th ro ugh  u n re m ittin g  and  painstaking  e ffo rts , and  re flec t the 
wishes and  v is ion  o f  every  Chinese  citizen .

W e should  foster the core  socialist values th roughout society. The  
people  should  jo in  hands and  w o rk  persistently to  make C hina  richer

189

and stronger, m ore  dem ocratic, m ore  harm on ious  and  m ore  beautifu l,
SO that o u r cou n try  can be con fiden t enough  to  stand p ro u d ly  am ong  

all other nations.
Since the  O p iu m  W ar o f  the 1840s the  C hinese  people  have lon g  

cherished  a dream  o f  re a liz in g  a grea t n a tio n a l re ju ve n a tio n  and  
b u ild in g  C h in a  in to  a stro n g , dem ocra tic  and  h arm on io u s  m o d ern  
socialist cou n try  -  the  highest and m ost fundam ental interests o f  the 
nation. A n d  that's w hat o u r 1.3 b illio n  people  are striv in g  fo r.

C hina  used to  be a w o rld  econom ic  pow er. H ow ever, it  m issed its 
chance in  the  wake o f  the  In d ustria l R evo lu tion  and  the consequent 
dram atic changes, and  thus was le ft beh ind  and  suffered  h um ilia tion  
under fo re ign  invasion . T h in gs  g o t w orse  especiaUy after the  O p iu m  
W ar, w hen  the nation  was plagued  b y  p ove rty  and  weakness, a llow ing  
others to  tram ple  upon  and  m anipulate  us. W e m ust n o t let this tragic 

h istory  repeat itself.
T h e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  a s tro n g , d e m o c ra tic  and  h a rm o n io u s  

m o d ern  so c ia lis t c o u n try  is o u r g o a l and  re s p o n s ib ility  -  fo r  the  
n ation , fo r  o u r fo re fa th e rs  and  fo r  o u r fu tu re  generations. T h e re 
fore, we should  m aintain  ou r w illpow er, in tensify  o u r fa ith , and w alk 
unsw ervingly  a long  the  road  tow ards o u r destination.

C h ina  has stood  up. I t  w ill never again  tolerate  b ein g  b u llied  by  
any nation . Y et it  wiU  never fo llo w  in  the  footsteps o f  the b ig  pow ers,
which seek hegemony once  they grow  s tro n g .〇u r cou n try  is fo llo w 

in g  a path  o f  peaceful developm ent.
W h y  are we so confident?  Because we have developed  and becom e  

stro n ge r. C h in a  has w o n  w o rld w id e  respect w ith  its  ce n tu ry-lo n g  
effo rts . Its  prestige  keeps ris in g , and  its  in fluen ce  keeps expanding.
Today’s China fo rm s  a sharp contrast to China in  the  19th  centu ry

w hen  the cou n try  was hum iliated , its sovereignty was in frin ged  upon ,

and its people  w ere b u llied  b y  foreigners.
Chinese  c iv iliza tio n  has fo rm ed  a unique  value  system  ove r several 

m illenn ia . T h e  b rillia n t trad ition a l C hinese  cu ltu re  is the  essence o f  
the nation  and  has deep roots  in  the  Chinese  peopled  m entality, in flu 
encing  the ir way o f  th in k in g  and beh avio r unconsciously.
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Today, we advocate  and  ca rry  fo rw a rd  the  core  socia list values 
th rough  absorb ing  the rich  nourishm ent o f  Chinese  cu lture, so as to 
in vigo ra te  its v ita lity  and broaden  its influence.

H ere  are som e  quota tion s  fro m  ancient classics tha t I 'd  like  to  
share w ith  you  today:

“ T h e  people  are the foundation  o f  a state,” 8 
“ T h e  harm on y  o f  N ature  and  m an，” 9 
“ H a rm o n y  w ith ou t u n ifo rm ity ,” 10
£<A s  H eaven  changes th rough  m ovem ent, a gentlem an  makes unre

m ittin g  effo rts  to  perfect h im self,5,11

W h en  the  G re a t W ay p re va ile d , a p u b lic  sp irit ru le d  a ll under 
H eaven/

E veryon e  is responsible  fo t  his country's  rise  o r  fa ll,” 13 
 ̂G overn  the country  w ith  virtue  and educate the people w ith  culture,
A  gentlem an  has a go od  know ledge  o f  righteousness,,,14

“A  gentleman is broad-minded，” 15 

“A  gentleman takes morality as his bedrock,，，16 

“Be true in word and resolute in deed，，，17 

I f  a man does not keep his word, what is he good for?，，18
<£A  m an  o f  high  m oral quality  w ill never feel lonely,,,19
“ T h e  benevolent m an  loves others,” 20 
“ D o  things fo r  the go od  o f  others,” 21

D o n  t do  u n to  others  w h at you  d o n 't w ant others  to  4 〇 unto  
you ,”  j

Care  fo r  each other and help  one  another,,,23

“Respect others’ elders as one respects one’s own，and care for 
others’ children as one cares for one，s own，，，24 

“Help the poor and assist those in difficulty,”
Care less about quantity and more about quality.，，25

T h ese  th o u g h ts  and  ideas a ll d isp layed  and  s till dem on stra te  
stinctive  national features, and  have the inde lib le  values o f  the tim es. 

W e have updated  them  in  keeping  abreast o f  the tim es, w hile  carry ing  
them  forw ard  in  an unbroken  line.

A s  Chinese, we shou ld  always keep o u r ow n  unique  inn er-w orld  
spm t, uph o ld  values that we practice  every  day w ith o u t n otic ing . T he
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core socialist values we advocate today  represent the  inheritance  and 
upgrad ing  o f  outstanding  trad itiona l Chinese  culture.

Values appear and  develop  in  the process o f  hum an  beings getting  
to know  and  shape nature  and  society. C ore  values va ry  in  d iffe ren t 
nations and  countries due to  d iffe ren t natural cond itions  and courses 
o f  developm ent. T h e  core  values o f  a nation  and  coun try  are closely 
related to  its h is to ry  and  culture, as w ell as to  w hat its people  are striv- 
ing  fo r and to  the  present issues it  needs to  resolve.

There  are no  tw o leaves exacdy alike on  earth. A  nation, o r people o f  
a country, m ust know  w ho  they are, where they came from  and where 
they are heading. K eep  on  go in g  w hen  you  have made your choice.

O n  D ecem ber 26  last year, I  said at the m eeting  com m em orating  
the 120th  b irthd ay  o f  M ao  Z edong:

B oasting  a vast lan d  o f  9.6  m illio n  sq km , a rich  cu ltu ra l h e ri
tage and a strong  b on d  am ong  the 1.3 b illio n  Chinese  people, we are 
resolved  to  go  ou r ow n  way. W e have a b ig  stage to  display o u r advan
tages on , a lo n g  and  rich  h isto ry  to  draw  benefit fro m , and  a pow erfu l 
im petus to  push  us ahead. W e Chinese  people  — every single  one  o f  
us — should  draw  confidence  fro m  this.

W e should  m odestly  learn  fro m  the  best o f  other c iv iliza tion s, but 
never fo rget o u r ow n  o rig in . W e m ust n o t b lin d ly  copy  the deve lop
m ent m odels o f  oth e r countries n o r accept the ir dictation .

W h at I  m ean  here  is that we shou ld  enhance  o u r confidence  in  
the path  we have chosen, in  the theories we have devised  and  in  the 
system  we have  established  to  reach  o u r go a l o f  d eve lop m en t and  
m ake the  C hinese  D ream  com e  true . <cIn  the  face o f  a ll b low s, n ot 
b en d in g  low , it  s till stands fast. W h e th e r fro m  east, w est, south  o r 
n o rth  the w in d  do th  blast.’’26 O u r  confidence  is supported  b y  o u r core  
values.

W h y  am  I  ta lk in g  about the  core  socialist values w ith  you  young  
people? Because yo u r value  orien ta tion  w ill decide  the values o f  the 
w hole  o f  society in  the  years to  com e. Besides, young  people  are at 
the tim e  o f  life  w hen  they fo rm  and  establish  the ir values. I t  is there
fo re  ve ry  im p o rta n t to  o ffe r  som e  gu idance. T h a t rem inds  m e o f
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som eth ing  that happens in  o u r daily  life . W hen  we b utton  up  o u r coat, 
we m ay inadvertently  p u t the  firs t b utton  in  the  w ro n g  b u tton  hole ' 
and  that w ill resu lt in  a ll the  o th e r buttons  b ein g  p u t in  the  w ron g

holes. T h a t’s w hy  we say that young  people  should  “ b u tton  rig h t”  in  
the early days o f  the ir life . “A  deep w ell is dug  starting  w ith  a shallow
p it  E v e ry  young  person  should  learn  about the core  socialist values 
starting  rig h t now, take them  as his basic rules and  dissem inate  them  
th roughout society.

W h en  yo u n g  people  adopt the  core  socia list values they  should  
em phasize  the fo llo w in g  points:

F irs t, w o rk  d ilig e n tly  to  acqu ire  true  know ledge . K n o w le d ge  is 
an im p ortan t cornerstone  fo r  the  cu ltivation  o f  the core  values. The  
great philosophers  o f  ancient G reece  believed  that know ledge  was a

virtu e . O u r  ancestors also asserted, “ O n e  cannot enhance one，s ab ility  
and  w isdom  i f  one  does n o t w o rk  hard ; neither can one  succeed w ith-
ou t am b ition .’’28

A  p erson  enjoys o n ly  once  the  yo u th fu l days at co llege , so you  
should  cherish  them . T o  acquire know ledge, one  has to  study diligently, 
in te n s ive ly  and  pers isten tly. L u  X u n 29 once  said, <cW h o  said  F m  a 
genius? I  spent all m y tim e  w ork in g  w hen  others were sipp ing  coffee.,,3°

In  college  days，‘"Young  we were，schoolm ates，at life ，s f lill flow ering .，，31
O n e  can  to ta lly  th ro w  on ese lf in to  seeking  know ledge  w ith o u t any 
distractions, learn ing  from  teachers, exchangyig  view s w ith  classhiates 
and rum m aging  through  piles o f  books. So there is n o  reason  n ot to  
study hard . W o rk  hard , acquire  m ore  know ledge  and  tu rn  w hat you  
have learned  in to  you r ow n  view s and  ideas. I  hope  that you  w ill n ot 
o n ly  concentrate  on  b o o k  know ledge  but also care about the people, 
the coun try  and the w o rld , and assume you r responsib ility  fo r society.

Second, cultivate m ora lity  and virtue , and pay attention  to  them  in  
practice. 'V irtu e  is the ro o t/53̂  M r Cai Yuanpei33 believed, uH e  w ho  is 
strong  p h y s ic %  and talented but has n o  virtue  w ill end  up  on  the side 
o f  vice . V irtues  are fundam ental fo r b o th  ind iv idu a ls  and  society. 
W hat is m ost im portan t is to  cultivate  moraUty. T h is  explains w hy  we 
select those w ho  are both  talented and m orally  cultivated  fo r  ou r w ork,
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w ith  m orality  as prio rity. O n e  can be placed in  the righ t position  on ly  i f
one recognizes virtue， fo llow s  social ethics and restricts personal desires.

W h en  ta lk in g  about cu ltiva tin g  m ora lity , one  needs to  have h igh  
am b ition s  as w e ll as p ragm atic  plans. T o  devo te  o n e se lf to  one  s 
cou n try  and  serve  on e5s p eop le , th is  is the  great v irtu e  w ith  w h ich  
one is able to  accom pUsh the  great cause. In  the  m eantim e, one  needs 
to start to  do  sm all th ings  w ell and  be self-d iscip lined  even  in  sm all 
m atters. ''L e a rn in g  fro m  fin e  th in gs  tha t m ay  appear and  c o rre c t
ing  any mistakes that m ay occur,?,35 one  needs to  cultivate  pub lic  and 
personal virtu es , learn  to  w o rk , to  be  th rifty , to  be  gra te fu l, to  help  
others, to  be m odest, to  be to lerant, to  exam ine  onese lf and  to  exer

cise self-restraint.
T h ird , learn  to  te ll rig h t fro m  w ron g  and  m ake correct decisions. 

A s  o u r ancestors  b e lie ved , "R e a d in g  w ith o u t th in k in g  m akes one  
m udd led ; th in k in g  w ith o u t read ing  m akes one  flig h ty /536 K n o w in g  
w hat is rig h t o r  w ro n g , w hat is the  correct d irection  and  w hat is the
p roper way to  follow， one  is b ound  to  reap the  rew ard  o f  one’s w ork .

Facing  a com p lex  and  fast-changing  w o rld , an in fo rm a tio n  era 
w ith  the  surge o f  various  schools o f  thought, a m ultifaceted  society 
o f  genuine  and  false  ideas, and  the  pressure  associated  w ith  o n e 5s
academic pursu it，relationships and  em ploym ent，you  m ay feel some-

w hat con fused , hesitan t o r  frustra ted . T h is  is a n o rm a l experience  
eve ryb od y  w ill go  th ro u g h . T h e  key is to  lea rn  to  th in k  about and  
analyze situations before  m aking  decisions in  order to  arrive  at correct 
decisions. Y o u  should  be  sturdy, con fiden t and  self-reliant. Y o u  m ust 
fo rm  a correct w o rld  o u tlo o k , v iew  o f  life  and  values, then  you  w ill 
see -  crystal-clear -  the  true  nature  o f  society and have a better under
standing  of your life’s experience，and be able to  te ll w hat is rig h t and

w hat is w ron g , w hat is p rim ary  and  w hat is secondary, w hat is true  and 
w hat is false, w hat is go od  and  w hat is e vil, and  w hat is beautifu l and 
w hat is ugly  before  m aking  judgm ents and decisions. A s  a Tang  verse
goes，“ G o ld  glitters o n ly  after countless washings and  sievings.”

F o u rth , be honest and  sincere; do  so lid  w o rk  and  be an u p righ t 
p e rso n . T h e  c o rre c t  w ay  needs to  be  p u rsu ed  in  p ra c tic e , w h ile
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m o ra lity  requ ires  n o  em p ty  ta lk . O n e  sh ou ld  be  m o re  pragm atic . 
K now ledge  and  action  shou ld  g o  hand  in  hand, and  the  core  values 
sh o u ld  be  tu rn e d  in to  m o ra l p u rsu its  as w e ll as a d rive  to  m ake 
p eop le  engage in  conscious  action . The Book o f RJ/es38 says, (<Learn  
extensive ly, in q u ire  earnestly, th in k  p ro fo u n d ly , d iscrim in ate  clearly  
and  practice  sincerely.>,39

Som e people  believe  that "sages are m ediocre  people  w ho  w ork  
hard , w hile  m ediocre  people  are sages w ho  refuse to  w o rk  hard .>, W ith  
m ore  opportun ities, young  people  should  make th e ir steps steady, lay 
a so lid  fo u n d a tio n  and  m ake  u n re m ittin g  e ffo rts . I t  is n o  g o o d  fo r  
study o r ru n n in g  a business i f  one  w orks  in te rm itten tly , o r  chops and 
changes. D iffic u lt  th ings  are done  starting  fro m  easy ones; a great 
undertaking  begins w ith  m in o r w o rk .” 40

N o  m atter w hat you  o p t to  do , success always favors  hard  w ork
ers. Y o u n g  people  shou ld  take a d iffic u lt environ m en t as a challenge
o r  t e s t .  “ L i t t l e  s t r o k e s  f e l l  g r e a t  o a k s . ”  S u c c e s s  a w a i t s  t h o s e  w h o

w ork  dogged ly  and unyie ld ing ly, and  those w h o  are never daunted  by 
repeated  setbacks.

T h e  c u ltiva tio n  o f  the  core  va lues  can5t be done  o ve rn ig h t. I t  
re q u ire s  e ffo rts  fro m  the  easy to  the  d iff ic u lt , fro m  c lose-up  to  
faraw ay u n til it  becom es a fa ith  and  idea  that we fo llo w  conscien
tiously. W h en  things are sm ooth , you  m ay be con fiden t; w hen  there 
are frustrations, you  m ay have doubts and waver. In  all circum stances 
we shou ld  always u p h o ld  the  core  socia list values w h ich  have been
f o r m e d  a n d  d e v e lo p e d  h e r e  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  m a k e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  th e

great cause in  the  m odern  era and  fu lfill ou r life tim e  expectations. 
Students and  teachers,
T h e  P arty  C entra l C om m ittee  has decided  to  b u ild  w orld-class  

colleges and universities -  a strategic p o licy  that we should  fo llo w  w ith 
ou t hesitation. T o  m ake them  w orld-class, they m ust feature  Chinese

c h a r a c te r i s t i c s .  I t  w o n ’t  d o  t o  c o p y  o t h e r s  m e c h a n ic a l ly ， b e c a u s e  w e  

a lw a y s  b e l ie v e  t h a t  “ th e  m o r e  n a t io n a l  th e  m o r e  i n t e r n a t io n a l .”

In  this w orld  there  is o n ly  one  H arva rd  U niversity, U n ive rs ity  o f  
O x fo rd , S tan fo rd  U n ive rs ity , M assachusetts In s titu te  o f  T e c h n o l
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ogy and U n ive rs ity  o f  C am bridge; Hkewise, there  is o n ly  one  Peking  
U niversity, Tsinghua  U niversity, Z hejiang  U niversity, Fudan  U n ivers ity  
and N an jin g  U n ive rs ity  in  C hina. W e should  draw  on  the w orld 's  best 
experience in  ru n n in g  institu tions  o f  h igh er learn ing , fo llo w  the  rules 
o f  education, and  establish  m ore  excellent colleges and  universities on  
Chinese soil.

L u  X u n  a s s e r t e d ,  “ P e k in g  U n iv e r s i ty  is  a lw a y s  in n o v a t iv e  a n d  p la y s

a p io neerin g  ro le  in  re fo rm in g  m ovem ents, lead ing  C h in a  a lo ng  an 
upw ard  path  tow ards a better future.” 41

T h e  decis ion  o n  advancing  the  re fo rm  in  an a ll-roun d  w ay was 
made at the T h ird  P lenary  Session o f  the  18th  C P C  C entral C om m it
tee, defin ing  the  dem ands fo r  the  fu rth e r re fo rm  o f  h igher education  
in  C hina. W hat we m ust do  now  is to  tu rn  this b lu ep rin t in to  reality.

Institu tions  o f  h igher learn ing  should  take the lead in  educational 
re fo rm  throughout the country, centering  on  the fundam ental tasks o f  
build ing  virtues and m orality, and m oving  faster in  establishing an educa
tional system  and m echanism  that is fu ll o f  v ig o r and vitality, efficient,
m ore open  and favoring  educational developm ent in  a balanced and coor-

dinated way. I  do  hope  that Peking  U niversity  can realize its long-cher
ished dream  as soon  as possible o f  advancing  in to  the ranks o f  w orld- 
class universities through  painstaking efforts, re fo rm  and innovation.

Teachers are entrusted  w ith  the  nob lest m ission  in  this w orld . M r 
M ei Y iq i42 op ined  that the  key to  the  success o f  a u n ive rsity  lies in  
having  a lo t o f  h igh ly  accom plished  gurus rather than  im posing  b u ild 
ings.43 W hat he m eant b y  ^high ly-accom plished  gurus；' as I  see it, are 
people  m ost know ledgeable  in  the ir academ ic fields and  w ho  are also 
virtuous. Alw ays  beating  in  m ind  the ir responsib ilities, teachers should  
be ready to  serve as hum an  ladders, in sp irin g  the  souls o f  the students 
w hom  they are teaching  w ith  the  help  o f  the ir personal charism a and 

scholarly attainm ents.
Party committees and governments at all levels should pay closer

atten tio n  to  colleges  and  u n ive rs itie s , show  m ore  con ce rn  fo r  the  
students and  erect a p la tfo rm  fo r  them  to  dream  upon  and  make the ir 
dream s com e  true . W e  shou ld  accelerate the  re fo rm  in  an aU-round



196 T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  o f  C h in a

way, create a fa ir and  just social environ m en t, p rom ote  social m obil
ity  and  insp ire  the  v ig o r  and  crea tiv ity  o f  you n g  people . W e should 
im p ro ve  the  system  o f  em p loym ent and  business startups so as to 
assist graduates at the  b eg in n in g  o f  th e ir life - lo n g  careers. Leading 
offic ia ls  at all levels should  keep in  com m unication  w ith  the students 
m ake friends w ith  them  and listen  to  w hat they have to  say.

Today, the  m ajo rity  o f  college  students are around  the  age o f  20; 
and  they  w ill be under the  age o f  30 b y  2020, w hen  we com plete  the 
b u ild in g  o f  a m oderately  prosperous  society in  all respects. T h ey  w ill

be around  60 by  the m id-21  st century, w hen  we basically realize  our
c o u n try  s m o d e rn iza tio n . T h a t is to  say, you  w ill p artic ip a te  in  the 
cause o f  reaching  the  T w o  C entenary  G oa ls  a long  w ith  m yriads o f  
oth er young  people.

I  believe  that life  is m eaningless fo r anyone  w ith o u t fa ith , w ithout 
dream s, w ith o u t concerted  endeavors  and  w ith o u t co n trib u tio n s . I  

hope  that you  can create yo u r ow n  w on d erfu l life  w hile  m aking  the 
Chinese  D ream  com e  true  since you  have never been given  a p la tfo rm  
as spacious as this o r  as p ro m is in g  as this.

I  believe  that young  Chinese  people  today are m ore  than  capable 
o f  u nd ertak ing  the  h is to ric  m ission  entrusted  to  them  b y  the  Party  
and the people , and w ill go  o n  to  w rite  a b rillia n t chapter w orth y  o f  
o u r tim es in  th e ir e ffo rts  to  take advantage  o f  th e ir yo u th fu l v ig o r, 
exp lore  life  and  contribute  to  society!
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Poster and Practice Gore Socialist Vdues 
from Childhood*

M a y  3 0 ,  2 0 1 4

D ear students, teachers and  friends,

G o o d  m o rn in g ! W e’re  h ap p y  to  be here  to d ay  to  attend  yo u r
Y o u n g  P ioneers1 event and  in itia tio n  cerem ony  fo r  new  Y o u n g  P io 
neers. In te rn a tion a l C h ild re n ^  D a y  is just around  the corner. H ere  I  
w ish  you  and  children  o f  all ethnic  groups  in  C hina  a happy  festival!

A tta ch in g  great im p ortan ce  to  m o ra l cu ltiva tio n , M in zu  P rim ary  
School o f  H aid ian  D is tric t has organ ized  m any activities and  achieved 
go od  results. Just now  I  listened  to  som e th o u gh t-p rovok in g  speeches 
fro m  you  students, teachers and  parents. Y o u  all talked  about the need 
to  strengthen  m o ra l education  and  to  gu ide  ch ild re n  to  fos te r and  
practice  core  socialist values fro m  ch ildhood . T h is  is great! I  have the 
same idea. A n d  I  w ant to  discuss this issue w ith  you .

T h e  c u ltu ra l p ro g re ss  o f  a n a tio n  and  the  d e ve lo p m e n t o f  a 
co u n try  requ ire  continuous  e ffo rts  o f  generations and  various  d riv 
in g  forces. A m o n g  these forces, core  values are the  deepest and  m ost 
everlasting. T h e  C hinese  n ation  boasts a lo n g  h is to ry  and  sp lendid  
cu ltu re  o f  ove r 5,000  years, and  o u r c iv iliza tio n  has developed  in  an 
u nb roken  line  fro m  ancient to  m odern  tim es. H o w  cou ld  o u r nation  
su rv ive  and  develop  ove r this lo n g  course  o f  h isto ry?  O n e  im p o rtan t 
reason  is  that o u r n a tio n  has a m o ra l p u rsu it and  ethos  that have 
been  carried  o n  fo r  generations. T h e  w ritten  C hinese  characters we 
n ow  use are n o t basically  d iffe re n t fro m  the  oracle  bone  inscrip tion s  
o f  the  Shang  D ynasty  (c. 1600-1046  B C ), and  the  b rillia n t insights  o f

Speech at a discussion held at the Minzu Primary School o f Haidian District in Beijing.
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Lao Z i2, C on fuc iu s3, M encius4, Z h uan g  Z i5, and  oth er ancient sages 
have been  passed dow n  to  us today. O u r  c iv iliza tio n  has developed  
fo r  several thousan d  years w ith o u t in te rru p tio n . T h is  is  a un ique  
achievem ent in  w o rld  h istory.

Today, o u r nation  is set to  m ake fu rth e r progress. W e m ust take 
stock o f  the  cu rren t con d ition s  and  ca rry  o n  o u r national sp irit and 
culture, especially o u r trad itiona l virtues.

T h e  core  socia list values we now  u p h o ld  are prosperity , dem oc
racy, c iv ility , h arm ony, freedom , equality, justice, the  ru le  o f  law, pa
trio tism , d ed ica tion , in te g rity  and  frien dsh ip . These  values em b ody  
the thoughts  o f  the  ancient sages, the  aspirations o f  pub lic-sp irited  
people, the  ideals o f  the  re vo lu tio n a ry  m artyrs  and  the expectations 
o f  o rd in a ry  people. A ll Chinese  people  should  act conscientiously  to  
foster and  practice  these values.

I  have stressed th is  issue on  several occasions. In  F eb rua ry  this 
year, the  P olitica l Bureau  o f  the Party C entral C om m ittee  held  a spe
cial g ro u p  study  session  o n  the  to p ic . I  m ade a speech, in  w h ich  I  
raised the requirem ents fo r the w hole  o f  society in  this regard. I  also 
talked  about this issue w hen  v is itin g  the  students o f  Peking  U n ive rs ity  
on  Y o u th  D ay, M ay 4 , and  w hen  m eeting  lead ing  offic ia ls  in  Shanghai 
a few  days ago. Today, I  w ant to  talk  about it to  you  pupils. Because in  
order fo r  an idea  to  be established  and  developed  o n  a long-term  ba
sis, we m ust start b y  te llin g  o u r ch ild ren  about it.

C h ild ren  are the  future  o f  o u r cou n try  and  the  hope  o f  the  C h i
nese n ation . A s  L ia n g  Q ich a o  said  in  his  ''Y o u n g  C h in a J,6: <4I f  the  
you th  are w ise, the  c o u n try  w ill be w ise. I f  the  you th  p ro sp er, the  
c o u n try  w ill p ro sp e r. I f  the  yo u th  are s tro n g , the  c o u n try  w ill be 
s tro n g ""  I f  the  you th  progress, the  cou n try  w ill progress.”  T h e  new  
rep lacing  the  o ld  is an irres istib le  law ; and  the  future  w ill always be 
created b y  today’s ch ild ren . Last year, on  In te rna tion a l C h ild ren ’s D ay， 
I  said that every  adult grew  up  fro m  ch ildhood . T h e  rea lization  o f  o u r 
dream  is re lian t o n  us, and, m ore  im p ortan d y , o n  you . C h ild re n  are 
sensitive and  are ready to  accept all beautifu l things. <cSince antiqu ity,
it  is fro m  adolescents that heroes em erge.”  T o  create a better future
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fo r our n ation  we need to  encourage  o u r ch ild ren  to  set great goals 
and shape the ir characters, and ensure a sound  environ m en t fo r  their 
grow th.

H ow  sh ou ld  ch ild re n  foste r and  practice  the  core  socia list va l
ues? They  should  do  so in  a d iffe ren t way fro m  adults, a w ay w hich  
conform s  to  th e ir ages and  traits. H ere  I  w ant to  raise  fo u r points: 
rem em bering  the  requirem ents, fo llo w in g  ro le  m odels, starting  from  
childhood  and  accepting  help.

First, rem em bering  the requirem ents means that ch ild ren  need to  
learn  by heart the core  socialist values, and  always keep these values in  
m ind. Y ou  pupils  are still studying  at school and  don 5t have m uch  so
cial experience; so you  m ay n o t th o rou gh ly  understand  the m eanings 
o f  these values. B ut you  w ill acquire  m ore  know ledge  and experience  
as you  g row  up, and  thus gain  a better understanding  o f  them , as lo n g  
as you  bear them  in  m in d . In  this  process, you  need  to  th in k  about 
the requirem ents and acquire  a better understand ing  in  yo u r studies 
and life. T h ro u gh  the ages, m ost people  w ith  great achievem ents have 
been strict w ith  them selves since ch ildhood .

Second, fo llo w in g  ro le  m odels means that ch ild ren  need to  learn  
from  heroes and  advanced  figures, and  to  cu ltivate  g o o d  characters 
through  study. T h ere  are m any  yo u n g  heroes in  o u r h is to ry  and  in  
the re vo lu tio n , co n stru ctio n  and  re fo rm  drive  o f  o u r peop le  under 
the leadership  o f  the Party. Y o u  m ay have heaud som e o f  th e ir names 
from  film s  such  as Red Children, Zhang Ga the Soldier Boy, The Feath

ered Letter, U ttle  Hero Soldier and  Young Heroic Sisters o f the Mongolian 

Grassland. N o w  we have m ore  exem plary  children . I  kn ow  that some 
students in  yo u r school have w on  the title  o f  <sthe  m ost beautifu l ch il
dren. Besides, there  are m any oth er ro le  m odels fro m  all professions 
whose exam ples we should  fo llow . F o r exam ple, astronauts, O lym p ic  
cham pions, scientists, m ode l w orke rs, yo u n g  vo lu n tee rs , and  m any  
other people  w ho  are ready to  help  others o r to  take on  a just cause, 
and w ho  are honest, trustw orthy, filia l, o r  dedicated to  th e ir w ork . T he  
pow er o f  ro le  m odels is in fin ite . Y o u  should  take them  as exam ples 
in  pursuing  virtues. C onfucius  said, <cW^hen we see m en  o f  v irtu e , we
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should  th in k  o f  equaling  them ; w hen  we see m en  o f  a con tra ry  char
acter, we should  exam ine  ourselves.,>7

T h ird , starting  fro m  ch ild h o od  m eans that ch ild ren  need to  start 
w ith  them selves, and  make every  possible  e ffo rt to  cultivate  go od  m o- 
raUty. young  id le r, an o ld  beggar.,,s A n d  jou rney  o f  one  th o u 
sand m iles begins w ith  the  first step.^ E ve ryo n e ^  life  consists o f  sm all
matters. Starting  w ith  sm all virtues, you  can  nurtu re  great virtues. Be-

ing  young, you  m ay n o t be able to  do  as m any things  fo r ou r society as 
adults do. B ut you  can start from  m in o r things. Y o u  can ask you rse lf
every day: D o  I  love  m y  country?  D o  I  love  m y  school? D o  I  study
hard? D o  I  care about m y  classmates? D o  I  respect m y  teachers? D o  
I  h o n o r m y  parents? D o  I  co n fo rm  to  social m orality?  D o  I  adm ire  
good  people  and go o d  deeds? D o  I  feel angry  at bad  people  and  bad  
things? T h e  m ore  you  th in k , the m ore  you  w ill urge  you rse lf to  act; 
the m ore  you  act, the  m ore  virtues  you  w ill acquire. I  heard  that some
students like  to  com pete  w ith  each oth e r in  fo o d , clothes o r  parents 
jobs，and som e even  take pride  in  having  cars to  take them  to  school
and then  back  hom e. Such  com p etition  makes them  stray fro m  the  
correct path. Y o u  should  never vie  w ith  each oth e r in  these m atters.

hard  life  breeds great talents, whereas an easy life  is n o t the  way 
to  cultivate  great m en.,> <cW o rk  hard  w hen  young , and you  w ill have a 
future; tim e  flies, and  you  should  n o t slacken yo u r effo rts .J,9 H ow ever, 
you  can com pete  w ith  each other as to  w h o  is m ore  am bitious, w ho  
w orks harder, w h o  loves w o rk  m ore, w h o  loves physical tra in ing  m ore  
o r  w h o  is m ore  caring.

F o u rth , accepting  help  m eans that ch ild ren  need to  accept b o th  
suggestions and  criticism s, and grow  up  in  a go o d  environm ent w here  
you  correct yo u r m istakes and make yo u rse lf a better person. N o  one  
is flawless. W e make progress b y  ove rcom in g  shortcom ings  and  co r
recting  mistakes. A s  the  saying goes, i6A  jade uncut w ill n ot be a useful 
vessel; a m an  w ith ou t learn ing  w ill n o t kn ow  the way.,,1G A t  yo u r age, 
you  ch ild ren  are establishing  a w orld  view , an o u tlo o k  on  life  and  va l
ues, and  you  need help. D o tft  com p la in  that parents ta lk  to o  m uch,
that teachers are to o  strict，o r that classmates are overreaching. T h in k
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about w hether they are rig h t, o r  i f  they are d o in g  so fo r  yo u r good . I f  
they are, you  should  accept the ir adm onitions. Y o u  m ay n o t do  w ell in  
all aspects. I t  doesn^  m atter. A s  lo n g  as you  see w here  you  have fallen 
dow n  and  are w illin g  to  im p ro ve , you  are m aking  progress. Som etim es 
yo u  m ay  n o t kn ow  w here  you  are g o in g  w ro n g , b u t y o u r  parents, 
teachers and  classmates m ay p o in t it  out. T h en  you  are also m aking  
progress i f  you  correct w hat you  have done  w rong. O f  course, good  
m edicine  tastes b itte r, and  go o d  advice  is harsh  to  the ear. W e should  
be strict w ith  ourselves, and  m ake a hab it o f  m odestly  accepting  c riti
cism  and  help. A  b righ t future  awaits you , as lo n g  as you  take a correct 
path  fro m  ch ildhood , practice  w hat you  learn  and  do  yo u r best.

Fam ilies，schools，organ izations  o f  the Y o un g  Pioneers o f  C hina，
and  o u r society as a w hole  shou ld  all take the  resp on sib ility  o f  p ro 
m o tin g  core  socialist values am ong  children .

T h e  fam ily  is the  firs t classroom ，and  a parent is the  c h ild ’s first 
teacher. Parents should  always set a go od  exam ple  fo r  th e ir ch ild ren，
and  gu id e  them  w ith  c o rre c t action s , ideas and  m eth ods . Parents 
should  teach children  to  appreciate the  true , the go od  and  the  beauti
fu l, and  to  keep away fro m  the false, the  bad  and  the ugly  in  everyday 
life . Parents should  observe  ch ild ren  closely  fo r any change in  idea o r 
action , and  educate and  guide  them  w hen  needed.

S ch oo ls  sh ou ld  attach  grea te r im p o rtan ce  to  m o ra l edu ca tion , 
and  w o rk  hard  to  enhance the school sp irit snd  teachers, professional 
ethics. Teachers shou ld  take in to  con sidera tion  ch ild re n ^  p erson a li
ties and  traits, and  p atien tly  im p a rt know ledge  and  cu ltivate  virtues. 
Schools should  ensure that th e ir activities are go od  fo r  the  students, 
physica l and  m ental hea lth , and  w ill exert a favorab le  in flu en ce  on  
th e ir characters. Schools shou ld  also ensure that all students receive  
sincere  care and  help, m aking  the  seeds o f  core  socialist values take 
ro o t and  g row  in  the ir hearts.

T h e  C hinese  Y o u n g  P ioneers  need  to  launch  educationa l cam 
paigns and  activities to  better serve students in  fostering  and  practic
in g  core  socialist values, and  unite , educate and  guide  ch ild ren  th rough  
these activities. M eanw hile, o u r society needs to  understand, respect,
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care about and  o ffe r help  to  ch ild re n , p ro v id e  a favorable  e n v iro n 
ment fo r them , and  oppose  and prevent vio la tion s  o f  the ir rights  and 
damage to  the ir physical o r  m ental health.

The  waves beh ind  drive  on  those before , and  the younger genera
tion  w ill excel the previous  one. I  believe  that children  o f  this genera
tion  w ill have great goals and  beautifu l dream s, love  study, w o rk  and 
ou r cou n try , and  co n sc ien tio u s ly  fos te r and  practice  core  socia list 
values fro m  ch ild h o od . I  believe  you  have  m ade yourselves ready to  
realize the Chinese  D ream , guided  by  yo u r flag  o f  the star and  torch  .

N otes

1 The Young Pioneers o f  China is a national organization for children run by the 

Communist Youth League, an organization o f  young adults, that is under the CPC. 

It was named the Youth and Children o f  China M ovement when it was founded on  

October 13, 1949 by the Communist Youth League, and was given its present name 

on August 21 ,1953 .

2 Lao Zi (dates unknown), also known as Li D an and Li Er, was a philosopher 

and the founder o f  philosophical Taoism in the Spring and Autumn Period (770-
476 BC). His ideas include: “The Tao follows Nature,” “existence and non-existence
give birth to each other,” and “governance by doing nothing. It was said that he

wrote l^ao Z i or Dao De ]ing.

3 Confucius (551-479 BC), also known as K ong Qiu and Zhongni, was a phi

losopher, educator, statesman and the founder o f  Confucianism in late Spring and 

Autumn Period (770-476 BC). He created a school o f  thought with benevolence  

{ren) as the core. H e devoted him self to education and compiled numerous ancient 

classics. His main ideas and doctrines were recorded in The Analects o f Confucius. 

From the Han Dynasty (206 BC -AD  220), Confucianism became the mainstream o f
traditional Chinese culture for over 2 , 0 0 0  years, a n d  C o n f u c iu s  was r e s p e c t e d  as a

s a g e  b y  C h i n a ’s f e u d a l  r u le r s .

4 Mencius (c. 372-289 BC), also known as M eng Ke and Ziyu, was a philosopher 

and educator in mid-Warring States Period (475-221 BC). H e beUeved that "man 

is an integral part o f  Nature； > put forth a theory that man is born good, and sum

marized moral rules as four virtues: benevolence, justice, propriety and wisdom. He 

carried forward and developed the idea o f  benevolence and the rule o f  virtue pro

pounded by Confbcius, and raised a new idea that uthe people are more important 

than the ruler.J, He was the m ost famous Confucian after Confucius, or secondary 

sage. H e vn o te  The Mencius (Meng Zi).
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5 Zhuang Z i (369-286 BC) was a Taoist philosopher o f the W arring States Pe
riod. He carried forward Lao Z i^  thought, and believed that Taoism was the highest 
principle o f the world. H is philosophy embodies the goal that ^Heaven, Earth and I 
were produced together, and all things and I are one.>,

6 ^ o u n g  China,> was an essay written by Liang Qichao (1873-1929), a thinker 
and scholar, and one o f the leaders o f the Hundred Days* Reform  (or 1898 Reform) 
in late Q ing Dynasty.

7 The Analects of Confucius (Lun Yu).

8 Collected Yuefu Songs and ballads (Yue Fu Shi ]i). This is a collection o f songs and 
ballads dating from the remote past to the Five Dynasties period, compiled by Guo 
Maoqian (1041-1099) o f the Song Dynasty.

9 D u Xunhe: For Nephews a t School. D u Xunhe (846-904) was a poet o f the Tang 
Dynasty (618-907).

10 Three-character Classic {San Z i Jing), a textbook for elementary education in  
ancient China. It was said to have been written by Wang Yinglin (1223-1296) or Ou  
Shizi (1234-1324) in  the Song Dynasty (960-1279), and was supplemented in the 
M ing (1368-1644) and Q ing (1644-1911) dynasties. W ritten in triplets o f characters 
for easy memorization, the book focuses on moral education.

11 The flag o f the Young Pioneers o f China is composed o f a five-pointed star 
and a torch, the form er symbolizing the leadership o f the CPC and the latter sym
bolizing brightness. The red flag symbolizes the success o f the revolution.
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Eliminate Poverty and Accelerate Development 
in Impoverished Areas*

D e c e m b e r  2 9  a n d  3 0 ,  2 0 1 2

I t  is the  essential requ irem ent o f  socia lism  to  eradicate poverty, 
im prove  the peopled  live lih o o d  and  achieve com m on  prosperity. W e 
should  pay close attention  to  people  in  straitened  circum stances, and 
extend  care to  them  w ith  respect and  love. W e should  do  o u r best to  
solve the ir problem s  and  keep the ir needs and  sufferings in  m in d , and 
b rin g  the solicitude  and  concern  o f  the Party  and  the governm ent to  
the people  in  the im poverished  areas.

T h e  o ld  re vo lu tio n a ry  base areas and  the  people  there  m ade  an 
eno rm ou s  c o n trib u tio n  to  the  v ic to ry  o f  the  C hinese  re v o lu tio n , 
w hich  w ill never be fo rgo tten  b y  the  Party  and  the  people. Since the 
re fo rm  and opening-up  p o licy  was in trod uced  ove r 30 years ago, the 
peopled  ove ra ll liv in g  con d ition s  have been  substantia lly  im p ro ved . 
H o w e ve r, C h in a  is  s till in  the  p rim a ry  stage o f  so c ia lism , so the  
num ber o f  peop le  liv in g  in  p o ve rty  is s till quite  large. W ith  regard  
to  com pleting  the  b u ild in g  o f  a m oderately  prosperous society in  all 
respects, the  hardest and  m ost arduous tasks lie  in  the ru ra l areas and 
the poverty-stricken  regions in  particu lar. W e cannot say we have real
ized  a m oderately  prosperous  society i f  the  ru ra l areas, especially the 
backw ard  parts o f  the countryside，are le ft behind . TThe central leader- 
ship  has always attached  great im p ortan ce  to  developm ent-orien ted  
p o ve rty  a lle v ia tion . P arty  com m ittees  and  governm ents  at all levels  
should  strengthen the ir sense o f  responsib ility  and m ission  in  develop- 
m ent-oriented  p overty  alleviation. T o  free them  from  destitution  so that

* Main points of the speech during an inspection of poverty-alleviation and develop
ment work in Fuping County, Hebei Province.
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they can live  a better life  as soon  as possib le , we m ust w ork  diligendy 
and  effective ly  to  m ap  ou t plans, aHocate funds, set targets, w ork  〇ut 
detailed  measures, and ca rry  ou t evaluations in  this respect.

A s  we often  say, W ith  confidence, even  barren  clay can be turned 
in to  g o ld .5' P arty  com m ittees  and  go vern m en ts  at a ll levels should  
m ake  it  a p rio rity  to  h elp  p eop le  in  d iffic u ltie s , especia lly  those  in  
the o ld  re vo lu tio n a ry  base areas and  poverty-stricken  areas, to  break 
away from  p ove rty  and achieve prosperity. T o  this end, we w ill make 
fu ll use o f  loca l advantages, im p ro ve  plans, and p ro vid e  specific  and 
targeted  guidance. W hen  fo rm u la tin g  policies  concern ing  p o ve rty  alle
via tio n , m ore  considerations should  be given  to  the o ld  revo lu tion a ry  
bases and the im poverished  areas. A t  the  same tim e, we should  bolster 
ou r confidence, fin d  the correct m ethod , and make strenuous efforts  
to  facilitate  developm ent in  those areas. Lead ing  offic ia ls  at aU levels 
should  keep people  Uving in  dep riva tion  in  m in d , help  them  in  go od  
tim e  and  w ork  fo r  them  diligently.

T he  ru ra l areas lo n g  fo r developm ent and  the  farm ers dem and  a 
better life . T h e  key to  the ir p ro sp erity  lies w ith  the  Party  com m ittees 
at the  p rim a ry  leve l. Y o u  loca l o ffic ia ls  w o rk  in  the  fo re fro n t, face 
p o o r con d ition s, and to il all year roun d . It's  n o t easy fo r  you . I  w ould  
Uke to  express m y  sincere gratitude  to  you  aU. W e should  w o rk  togeth
er w ith  one  heart to  p u t the  Party's p o lic ies  in to  fu ll p ractice , and  
make every  e ffo rt to  ensure a better life  fo r  ou r fe llow -countrym en  in  
the ru ra l areas.

Better and Fairer Education 
for the 1.3 Billion Chinese People*

S e p t e m b e r  2 5 y 2 0 1 3

E ducation  is the  found ation  o f  national developm ent in  the lon g  
run. I t  is the  fundam enta l w ay fo r  m an kin d  to  pass on  cu ltu re  and  
know ledge, raise new  generations and  create a better life .

C hina  w ill continue  to  support this in itia tive  led  b y  the  U N . W ith  
260 m illio n  students and  15 m illio n  teachers, the  task fo r  C h in a  to  
develop  education  is an arduous one. C hina  wiU  resolutely  im p lem ent 
the strategy o f  re in vigo ra tin g  the  cou n try  th rough  science and  educa
tio n , and  w ill always give  p rio rity  to  education . C h in a  w ill increase  
its investm ent in  education , p ro m o te  universa l and  life -lo n g  educa
tio n , and  buUd its e lf in to  a society  in  w h ich  people  enjoy  learn ing . 
M oreover, the  co u n try  w ill w o rk  hard  to  ensure  that every  ch ild  has 
the o p p o rtu n ity  to  go  to  schoo l, and  enable its  1.3 b illio n  people  to  
enjoy a better and  fa irer education, so that they  can acquire the ab il
ity  to  deve lop  them selves, con trib u te  to  society  and  help  others. In  
a d d itio n , C h in a  w ill stren gthen  ed u ca tion a l exchanges w ith  o th e r 
c o u n trie s , o p e n  its  e d u ca tio n a l fie ld  w id e r to  the  ou ts id e  w o rld , 
and  active ly  su p p o rt the  d e ve lop m en t o f  educa tion  in  d e ve lo p in g  
co u n trie s . W e  are  d e te rm in e d  to  w o rk  w ith  p eop les  o f  a ll o th e r 

countries tow ards a b righ te r future.

* Main points o f the video message for the first anniversary o f the U N  Global Educa
tion First Initiative.
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Accelerate the Development 
of Housing Security and Supply*

O c t o b e r  2 9 ,  2 0 1 3

A cce lerating  housing  supply  is im p ortan t fo r  m eeting  the  people's 
basic need fo r  housing  and  ensuring  that aU o f  them  have access to  
housing. I t  is a requirem ent fo r  social fairness and justice  as weH as an 
im p o rtan t m easure fo r  the people  to  share the fru its  o f  re fo rm  and

evelopment. Party committees and governm ents at all levels should
exercise  b etter leadersh ip  to  ensure  that a ll the  re levan t objectives, 
tasks, p o lic ie s  and  m easures are im p lem en ted , and  regard  h ou sin g  
security  and  supp ly  as a p ro ject o f  go o d  governance  that can stand 
the test o f  practice, tim e  and  the  people's expectations.

H o u s in g  is an issue  re la ted  n o t o n ly  to  the  p eo p led  liv e lih o o d  
b u t also  the  d eve lop m en t o f  〇Uf  coun try . I t  concerns  the  peop led  
im m ediate  in terests, determ ines  w h eth er they  can  live  and  w o rk  in  
con ten tm en t, and  affects the  coun try 's  overaU  econ om ic  and  social 
deve lopm ent, as weH as social h arm on y  and  stability. T h e  Party, and 
go ve rn m e n t have  always attached  great im p ortan ce  to  the  h ou sing  
issue. T h an ks  to  p ro trac te d  e ffo rts , great achievem ents  have  been  
m ade in  China's housing  industry. H ow ever, we m ust realize  that we 
cannot solve  o u r housing  prob lem s  o ve rn ig h t as there  is still a lam e  
num ber o f  people  having  d iffic u lty  getting  decent housing , a general 
inadequate  supply  〇f  basic housing , and an inappropriate  and unbal
anced a llocadon  o f  h ou sin g  resources. M any  peop le  lack  th e ir ow n  
dw e lling  so we m ust be m ore  reso lved  and  m ake greater e ffo rts  to  
address d l the  problem s  standing  in  the way o f  housing  supply.

the SCSS，〇n 〇f thC P〇UtiCal Bureau 〇f
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In  the  m atte r o f  h o u s in g  secu rity  and  sup p ly , we m ust p ro p 
erly  handle  the  re la tio n sh ip  betw een  p u b lic  se rvices  p ro v id e d  b y  
the go vern m en t and  services  p ro v id e d  b y  the  m arket, betw een  the 
econom ic and  social functions  o f  housing  supply, between  needs and 
possibilities, and  between  the  need to  p ro vid e  housing  secunty and the 
need to  avo id  to ta l w elfare  dependence. W e  m ust ca rry  out m arket- 
oriented  re fo rm s  in  o rd e r to  fu lly  enUven the  m arket and  m eet the  
m ultilevel needs fo r  housing . H ow ever, there  are always people  w h o  
have housing  d ifficu lties  due to  lab or sk ill m ism atch, being  ou t o f  a 
job  o r low  incom e, so the  governm ent m ust step in  to  p ro vid e  them

w ith  basic housing.
A s  cond itions  stand in  C h ina , we in  general should  buUd a housing  

supply system  fo r  the  govern m en t to  p ro v id e  basic housing  secunty 
and fo r the  m arket to  satisfy m ultileve l housing  dem ands. W e should  
review  and  sum  up  o u r experience  in  h ou sing  re fo rm  and  deve lop 
m ent, learn  fro m  oth er countries  in  so lv in g  th e ir housing  prob lem s, 
study the  ru les  o f  h ou sin g  supply, em phasize  top -leve l design , and  
speed up  the  estabUshm ent o f  a u n ifo rm , standardized, m ature  and  
stable h ousing  supp ly  system . W h ile  m aking  every  e ffo rt to  increase 
the housing  supply, we m ust also do  o u r best to  satisfy the  peop les  
dem ands fo r  b ette r h o u s in g , establish  a sound  system  o f  h o u sin g  
standards so th a t houses are eco n o m ica l, a ffo rd a b le , eco-fn en d  y, 
en e rgy-con se rv in g  and  safe, and  advocate  a h o u sin g  co n su m p tio n  
m ode  fittin g  C h ina ’s conditions.

A cco rd in g  to  the  12th  Five-year P lan1 (2011-2015), the num ber o f  
basic-need  h ousing  units b u ilt and  houses in  run-dow n  areas reb u ilt 
wUl be 36 m ilU on, and  b y  2015  the  basic-need housing  coverage  wUl 
h it around  20  percent. T h is  is a com m itm en t m ade b y  the  g o ve rn 
m ent to  the  people , and  we should  do  w hatever we can to  fu lfill this 
prom ise. W e should  focus on  the  developm ent o f  public-rental hous
in g , b u ild  low -rent h ousing  m ore  quickly, and  accelerate the  rebxail - 
in g o f  houses in  all the run-dow n  areas. In  ca rry ing  out this pro ject, 
we m ust do  o u r best accord ing  to  o u r abiUties, and  endeavor to  meet 
the people's basic need fo r housing. A  residence is hom e  to  a fam ily,
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SO its quality  and safety are essential. W e m ust im p ro ve  the plannine

accom panying  facilities and design  o f  housing  to  m eet the basic need ’
W e sh ou ld  im p ro ve  s u p p o rtin g  p o lic ie s  fo r  h o u s in g , g ive  fu ll 

p lay  to  the  su p p o rtive , g u id in g  and  lead in g  ro les  o f  such  policies  
and m axim ize  the enthusiasm  and  in itia tive  o f  aU sectors. W e should 
im p rove  the land  policy, give  p rio rity  to  ensuring  that land  is used to

enhance the people ’s w ellbeing，develop  a balanced  land  supp ly  p lan
increase residential land  supply, and  give  p rio rity  to  aHocating land  fo r 
con structing  basic-need housing. W e should  im p ro ve  o u r fiscal policy  
and  use m ore  pubUc funds to  b u ild  such housing . W e shou ld  adopt 
pohcies and measures to  encourage  enterprises and  oth er institu tions  
to  b u ild  and  m anage p ub lic-ren ta l housing . W e shou ld  also  actively  
exp lore  systems and m echanism s fo r  n o n -p ro fit organ izations  to  build
and  m anage  basic-need  h ou sin g , so that all sides in vo lve d  can  jo in  
rorces in  this endeavor.

BuU ding  basic-need h ousing  is a great endeavor that benefits both  
the  c o u n try  and  the peop le , b u t to  accom pUsh this task and  ensure 
t at those  in  need get housing  we m ust strengthen  m anagem ent, and 
establish  procedures fo r  entry, use and exit o f  such housing , so as to  
ensure that people  have fa ir access to  p ub lic  resources. W e m ust make 
sure that basxc-need h ou sin g  is fa irly  allocated, and  that the  people  
w ho  are entitled  to  it  get it. W e m ust stop  iUegal acqu isition  o f  basic- 
need housing , and b lo ck  institu tiona l loophqles  in  this regard. Those  
w h o  acquire  basic-need h ousing  ille ga lly  m ust be punished  in  accor- 
dance w ith  laws and regulations.

N o tes

no ^  E -

Always Put Peopled Lives First

N o v e m b e r  2 4 ,  2 0 1 3

T h is  accident has sounded  an alarm  fo r  us once  m ore. W e m ust 
m aintain  constant v ig ila n ce  against w orkp lace  accidents, pay close  
attention  to  this p ro b lem , and  guarantee w ith o u t fa il w orkplace  safety, 
otherwise accidents wUl cause irreversib le  dam age to  the coun try  and  
the people. W e  m ust estabUsh a sound  w orkp lace  safety responsib il
ity  system , h ig h lig h t the  key responsib ilities  o f  enterprises, enhance 
w orkplace  safety inspections, apply  lessons learned  to  analogous situa-

tions, and strengthen  w orkp lace  safety.
T h is  h ea rt-ren d in g  accident has caused  grave  loss o f  lives  and  

severe dam age  to  p ro p e rty . N o w , th ro u g h  the  jo in t e ffo rts  o f  the  
re levant departm ents  und er the  State C o u n c il, Shandong  p ro v in c ia l 
com m ittee  o f  the C P C  and  Shandong  p ro v in c ia l peopled  governm ent 
Q in gd ao  m u n ic ipa l com m ittee  o f  the  C P C  and  Q in gd a o  m un ic ipa l 
people's governm ent, we have achieved  preU m inary results. N e xt, we 
should  direct aU o u r attention  to  treating  the  in ju red , m aking  p ro p e r 
arrangem ents fo r  the  funerals o f  the  deceased, consoUng the ir fam i- 
Ues, and  seeing to  b rin g in g  the  people's life  back  to  norm al. W e should  
con d u ct a p ro m p t in ve s tig a tio n  in to  the  acciden t and  h o ld  those  
in vo lved  accountable  in  accordance  w ith  the  law.

P arty  com m ittees, governm ents  and  o ffic ia ls  at all levels shou ld  
be keenly  aware o f  the  im p ortan ce  o f  safety issues, and  always put 
people's Uves firs t. A ll regions, govern m en t departm ents, and  enter
prises should  be relentless in  app lying  the  highest standards o f  w o r - 
place  safety, s trin g en tly  supervise  w orkp lace  safety w hen  p u rsu in g

* Main points o f the speech in the Huangdao Economic and Technolo^cal Development 
Zone o f Qingdao when assessing the reUef effort foUowing an oil pipeline leak explosion.
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in ve stm e n t and  im p le m e n tin g  p ro je cts , increase  the  w e ig h tin g  〇f  
w orkplace  safety in  perform ance  ind icators, and fo llo w  the  approach

o f  “ one  vo te  against m eaning  ve to ” 1 fo r  ensuring  w orkp lace  safety
and guard ing  against the  risk  o f  m ajor w ork-related  accidents.

T h e  responsib ility  o f  ensuring  w orkplace  safety is param ount. To  
re in force  the  w orkplace  safety resp on sib ility  system , senior Party and 
go ve rn m en t o ffic ia ls  should  be p erson a lly  in vo lve d . W e m ust make 
sure that re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  w orkp lace  safety is assigned  to  re levant 
governm ent departm ents and offic ia ls. O ffic ia ls  in  charge o f  industria l 
sectors and  offic ia ls  responsible  fo r  businesses m ust ensure w orkplace  
safety. W e sh ou ld  strengthen  su p e rv is io n  and  in sp e c tio n  co n ce rn 
in g  w orkp lace  safety, strictly  im p lem en t the  assessm ent, rew ard  and 
punishm ent system , and  constantly  p rom ote  w orkplace  safety.

E ve ry  enterprise  m ust fu lfill its p rin c ip a l resp on sib ility  fo r  w o rk
place  safe ly  w ith  absolute  ded ica tion , and  guarantee  fu n d in g , tra in 
in g , basic m anagem ent m easures, and  em ergency  rescue p ro v is io n s  
to  ensure  w orkp lace  safety. C en tra l-governm ent-ow n ed  enterprises  
should  take the lead and  set a go o d  exam ple  in  this regard. G o ve rn 
m ents at all levels should  p erfo rm  th e ir due responsib ilities  in  places 
w ith in  the ir ju risd iction , and exercise strict supervision  ove r w orkplace  
safety in  fu ll accordance w ith  laws and  regulations.

T o  ensure w orkplace  safety, we should  forestall any possible  w ork- 
re lated  ris k . W e sh ou ld  con tin ue  w ith  large-^scale w orkp lace  safety 
inspections that cover aU w orkplaces, defuse all risks w ith  ze ro  to le r
ance, s tric tly  en fo rce  law s and  regu la tion s , and  ensure  substantia l 
results. In  conducting  inspections we should  neither give  p rio r  w ritten  
o r verbal notice , n o r listen  to  second-hand  reports , n o r accept escort 
o r  re ce p tio n . In s tead , we sh ou ld  g o  d ire c tly  to  the  fro n t  lin e  and  
conduct con fiden tia l investigations, especially in  term s o f  concealed  
risks like  und erg round  o il pipelines. W e should  in te n s ify  o u r e ffo rts  
in  a d d re s s in g  p o te n tia l sa fe ty  ris k s , e s ta b lis h in g  an  in s p e c tio n  
accountab ility  system  fo r  w orkplace  safety in  w hich  w hoever conducts 
the  in sp ectio n  m ust take fu ll re sp o n s ib ility  b y  sign in g  his nam e  on  
the  inspection  re p o rt, m aking  n o  accom m odations, leavin g  n o  place
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unchecked, and  n o t g o in g  th ro u g h  fo rm a litie s . W e  m ust see actual

results. .
W e should  see to  it  that w hen  an accident occurs in  one  tactory,

every oth e r fa cto ry  learns the  hard  lesson; w hen  a p oten tia l risk  is 
iden tified  in  one  lo ca lity , the  w h o le  c o u n try  goes o n  the  a lert. A ll 
regions and industries should  learn  the ir lesson  fro m  w orkplace  acci
dents, enhance w orkp lace  safety accountability  and  oversigh t, and  take 
preventive  measures against any w ork-related  accident.

W in te r has already com e. A t  the  tu rn  o f  the  year, there  is a greater 
risk  o f  accidents. I  hope  that you  aU enhance yo u r awareness o f  you r 
w eighty  re sp o n s ib ility  to  the  P arty  and  the  p eop le , rem ain  v ig ila n t
against potential accidents, conscientious and m eticulous in  ensuring  
workplace safety, resolute in preventing major and  serious accidents,

and steadfast in  im p ro v in g  w orkplace  safety across the  w hole  country.

N o tes

1 A  decision cannot be passed at a meeting if  one attendee casts a vote against 
no matter how many votes are in favor. -  Tr.



Build China into a Cyberpower*

February 27, 2014

C yber security and in fo rm a tio n  tech n o logy  app lication  are m ajor

strategic issues concern ing  the  security and developm ent o f  the  coun-
try, and the w ork  and Ufe o f  the  people. W e shou ld , based on  b oth  the 
in te rnationa l and dom estic  situations, m ake overaU  plans, coord inate  
all related  parties, prom ote  innovative  developm ent, and  w ork  hard  to 
b u ild  C hina  in to  a cyberpow er.

In  the  w o rld  today  the  IT  re vo lu tio n  is m akin g  rap id  advances, 
e xe rtin g  a p ro fo u n d  in flu e n ce  o n  p o litic s , econ om y, cu ltu re , so c i
ety  and  the  m ilita ry  in  a ll cou n tries . IT  a p p lica tio n  and  econ om ic  
g lo b a liza tio n  stim u late  each o th e r. T h e  In te rn e t has a lready  been

integrated  in to  all aspects o f  social life  w orldw ide，even  g o in g  so far
as to  change the m ode  o f  p ro d u ction  and way o f  life . C hina  is go in g  
a long  w ith  and  being  p ro fo u n d ly  in fluenced  b y  this trend. C hina  has 
m ade rem arkable  achievem ents in  the  deve lopm ent o f  the  In te rn e t 
and  IT  appUcation. N um erous  households in  C hina  n ow  have access 
to  the  In te rn e t, and  C h in a  ranks firs t in  the  n um ber o f  netizens in  
the w orld . H ow ever, we should  also be aware that C hina  lags beh ind  
in  cyb er in n o va tio n ; the  gaps in  In te rn e t use betw een  reg ions  and  
betw een  urban  and  ru ra l areas w ith in  C hina  are stiU w ide, and  there 
is a p ro fo u n d  gap  in  p er capita  b an dw id th  betw een  C h in a  and  the  
advanced  leve l o f  the  w o rld . A ll in  a ll, the  bottlenecks  con stric tin g  
C hina  s In te rn e t developm ent are still p rom inen t.

C yber security and  IT  app lication  are closely  interconnected  w ith  
m any  oth er fields in  any country. W e should  be fuUy aware o f  w here
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we stand and  w hat we shou ld  do. W e m ust understand  that it  is v ita l 
fo r us to  act rig h t now . W e m ust m ake plans acco rd in g ly  and  ca rry
them out as the conditions p erm it. C yber security and IT  app lication

are as im p ortan t to  C hina  as w ings are to  a b ird . W e m ust, therefore, 
make coord inated  plans fo r  b o th , and  im p lem en t them  in  a u n ified  
way. T o  prom ote  cyber security and  IT  app lication , we should  balance 
security and  developm ent, and  ensure that the  tw o  proceed  in  tandem  
and stim ulate each other to  secure long-term  developm ent.

I t  is a lo n g -te rm  task  to  ensure  th a t o n lin e  p u b lic  o p in io n  is 
healthy and  sound. W e should  innovate  and  im p ro ve  onUne pubUcity,
and use Internet com m unication  rules to  advocate things wholesome

and positive , and  dissem inate  and  p u t in to  practice  the  core  socialist 
values. W e should  p ro p e rly  handle  tim in g , extent and  effic iency  so as 
to  make o u r cyberspace w holesom e  and  clean.

O n lin e  in fo rm a tio n  know s  n o  nationa l boundaries. T h e  flo w  o f  
in fo rm ation  assists that o f  technology, capital and  talent. In fo rm a tio n  
resources have  becom e  im p o rta n t factors  o f  p ro d u c tio n  and  social 
wealth. T h e  am ount o f  in fo rm a tio n  a cou n try  possesses has becom e  
a m ajor in d ica to r o f  its so ft pow er and  com petitiveness. T h e  develop
m ent leve l o f  a c o u n try^  IT  and  in fo rm a tio n  and  com m unications  
technology  indu stry  decides the  level o f  its IT  app lication. W e should  
enhance the  in n ova tion  o f  core  techno logy  and  im p rove  core  technol
ogy  in frastructu re , and  becom e  better able to  collect, process, dissem i
nate and u tilize  in fo rm a tio n  and  ensure in fo rm a tio n  security, in  order
to  better benefit the  people ’s w ellbeing.

W ith o u t en su rin g  cyb er security, we can n ot safeguard  n ation a l 
security; w ith ou t p ro m o tin g  IT  app lication , we cannot realize  m odern
iza tion . T o  b u ild  C h ina  in to  a cyberpow er, we should  have exclusive  
and  p o w e rfu l in fo rm a tio n  te ch n o lo g ie s , ric h  and  com p reh en s ive  
in fo rm a tio n  services and  a th riv in g  cyber cu lture. W e shou ld  have a 
go od  in fo rm a tio n  in frastructu re  and  a strong  in fo rm a tio n  econom y. 
W e should  have h igh-caliber cyber security and  IT  app lication  pro fes
sionals. In  a d d itio n , w e  sh ou ld  ca rry  o u t b ila te ra l and  m u ltila te ra l 
In te rne t exchanges and  cooperation  w ith  other countries. T he  strategy
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fo r  b u ild in g  C h in a  in to  a cyb erp o w er shou ld  be  ca rried  o u t at the 
same tim e  as we w o rk  to  accom pUsh the  T w o  C entenary  G oals. We 
shou ld  keep  m aking  progress  in  m aking  the  In te rn e t in frastructu re  
basically universal, im p ro v in g  o u r in n ova tion  capacity, deve lop ing  the 
in fo rm a tio n  econom y, and  ensuring  cyber security.

W e shou ld  fo rm u late  com prehensive  research  and  deve lopm ent 
strategies  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  and  cyb e r te ch n o lo g y , and  m ake  great 
effo rts  to  tu rn  research find ings  in to  practical applications. W e should  
prom ulgate  polic ies  to  support the  developm ent o f  enterprises, and 
encourage  them  to  m ake techno log ica l inn ova tion s  and  becom e  the 
m ain  developers o f  the  IT  industry.

W e shou ld  lose  n o  tim e  in  fo rm u la tin g  plans fo r  im p ro v in g  the 
laws and  regulations on  m anaging  In te rn e t in fo rm a tio n  and  p ro tecting  
the  key in fo rm a tio n  in frastructu re . W e shou ld  supervise  cyberspace 
in  accordance  w ith  the law  to  safeguard o u r citizens, legitim ate  rights 
and  interests.

T o  buHd C hina  in to  a cyberpow er we should  p o o l aH o u r resources 
o f  ta len t and  tra in  them  to  becom e  a p o w e rfu l fo rce  w ith  p o litica l 
in teg rity , to p -flig h t expertise  and  fine  conduct. " I t  is easy to  m uster 
a 1,000-m an  arm y, b u t hard  to  fin d  a capable  genera l.,>1 W e shou ld  
tra in  globaU y renow ned  scientists, lead in g  In te rn e t sci-tech  figures, 
outstanding  engineers and high-leve l in n ova tion  teams.

T h e  C entral Leading  G ro u p  fo r  Cyberspace A ffa irs  should  "provide

centralized leadership, coordinate m ajor issues concerning cyber secu- 

rity and IT  application in all fields, formulate and im plem ent develop

m ent strategies， overall planning and m ajor policies on  cyber security
and IT  app lication , and enhance security guarantees in  this regard.

N o tes

. ' Aut umn in H an Palace {Han G ongQ iu). Ma Zhiyuan (c. 1250- 
c. 1324) was a playwright in the Yuan Dynasty (1279-1368).

A Holistic View of National Security*

A p r il 15, 2 0 1 4

W e need  to  acquire  an accurate  understand ing  o f  new  deve lop 
m ents and  trends  o f  the  situation  o f  n ation a l security, adhere  to  a 
holistic  view  and  deve lop  national security  w ith  Chinese  characteris- 

tics.
In  ru n n in g  the  Party  and  the country, one  o f  ou r basic princip les  

is to  rem ain  keenly  a le rt to  p o ten tia l dangers and  o n  guard  against
adversity in tim es o f  peace. T o  secure its leadership  ro le  and  unite  the

coun try  in  u p h o ld in g  and  deve lop ing  socialism  w ith  Chinese  charac
teristics, o u r P arty  should  make national security its top  p rio rity .

T h e  T h ird  P lenary  Session o f  the  Party's 18th  C entra l C om m ittee
decided to  establish the N ational Security C om m ission  (NSC). T h is

is a pressing  requ irem en t fo r  m o d e rn iz in g  the  n ation a l governance  
system  and  enh an cin g  o u r govern ance  capacity, and  fo r  a ch ievin g  
long-term  poU tical stabUity. T h is  w ill p ro v id e  a strong  guarantee fo r 
b u ild in g  a m oderately  prosperous society in  all respects, and fo r  fu lf ill
in g  the  C hinese  D ream  o f  the  re juven a tion  o f  the  C hinese  n ation . 
T h e  aim  o f  the  establishm ent o f  the  com m ission  is to  better handle
new developments and new tasks in  the  realm  o f  nationa l security,

and b u ild  a nationa l security  system  w h ich  is centra lized , integrated , 
h igh ly  e ffic ien t, and  authoritative , so as to  im p rove  leadership  ove r the 

w ork  o f  national security.
A t  present, the  n ation a l security  issues facing  C h ina  encom pass 

far m ore  subjects, extend  ove r a greater range  and  cover a lon ge r tim e  
scale than  at any tim e  in  the  co u n try^  h istory. In te rn a lly  and  external
ly, the factors at play  are m ore  com p lex  than  ever before. T h ere fore ,

* Main points o f the speech at the first meeting o f the National Security Commission.
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we m ust m aintain  a h o lis tic  view  o f  national security, take the peopled  
security  as o u r ultim ate  goa l, achieve  p o litica l security as o u r funda
m ental task, regard  econom ic  security  as o u r fo u n d a tio n , w ith  m ili
tary, cu ltural and  pub lic  security as means o f  guarantee, and  prom ote  
in ternationa l security so as to  establish  a national security system  w ith  
Chinese  characteristics.

T o  im p lem ent a h o listic  view  o f  national security, we should  attach 
equal im portance  to  in te rna l and  external security -  p ro m o tin g  devel
op m en t, re fo rm  and stab ility  and  b u ild in g  C hina  in to  a safe coun try  
dom estically, w h ile  seeking  peace, coop e ra tio n  and  m utual benefits 
and  b u ild in g  a harm on ious  w o rld  in ternationa lly. H om eland  security 
and  the  peopled  security  are equally  im p ortan t. W e m ust fo llo w  the 
p rin c ip le  o f  people  firs t, insist that everyth ing  done  fo r  national secu
rity  is fo r  the sake o f  the people , should  re ly  on  the  people , and  gain  
the support o f  the people. W e m ust pay close attention  to  b oth  trad i
tiona l and non-trad itiona l security, and  bu ild  a national security system  
that integrates such elem ents as p o litica l, hom eland, m ilita ry, econom 
ic , cu ltu ra l, socia l, science  and  tech n o logy, in fo rm a tio n , eco log ica l, 
resource  and  nuclear security. W e should  pay close attention  to  both  
developm ent and security. T h e  fo rm e r is the found ation  o f  the latter 
w hile  the  latte r is a p re co n d itio n  fo r  the  fo rm er. A  w ealthy  cou n try  
m ay b u ild  a strong  arm y, and  a strong  arm y  is able to  safeguard  the 
coun try . W h ile  paying  close  atten tion  to  oursow n  security, we m ust 
also pay attention  to  the  com m on  security o f  the  w o rld , and  co n trib 
ute o u r e ffo rt to  tu rn in g  the  w orld  in to  a secure place fo r  all nations. 
W e should  urge  all parties to  w o rk  hard  fo r  the goals o f  m utual bene
fit and com m on  security.

T h e  N S C  should  abide by  the  princip les  o f  centra lized  leadership, 
sc ien tific  p la n n in g , exe rc is in g  p ow er in  b o th  cen tra lized  and  sepa
rated  ways, coord inated  actions, and  h igh  perform ance  and  efficiency. 
I t  shou ld  focus its e ffo rts , fo llo w  the  key guidelines, and  v ig o ro u s ly
im plem ent the overall strategy o f  C h in a ’s national security.

Safeguard National Security and Social Stability*

A pril 25, 2014

A t  a tim e  w hen  we are con fro n ted  w ith  new  situations and  chal
lenges, successfully safeguarding  national security  and social stab ility  
is particu la rly  im p ortan t fo r fu rth e rin g  the  re fo rm , achieving  the  Tw o  
Centenary G oals  and  reaUzing the Chinese  D ream  o f  the rejuvenation  
o f  the  Chinese  nation . A ll regions  and  govern m en t agencies should  
p e rfo n n  the ir functions  and  duties, assume the ir responsibilities, fu lly  
cooperate  w ith  each o th e r, and  w o rk  toge th e r to  m ainta in  nationa l 
security and social stability.

Since the re fo rm  and  opening-up  p o licy  was adopted  in  1978 ou r 
Party has paid  close attention  to  correcd y  balancing  re fo rm , deve lop
m ent and  stabiHty, and  m ade safeguarding  national security and social 
stabiUty a basic task o f  the Party  and the  central governm ent. W e have 
m aintained  overa ll social stab ility  in  C h ina , thereby p ro v id in g  a favor
able environm ent fo r  re fo rm , open ing  up  and  socialist m odern iza tion . 
^O n e  should  be m in d fu l o f  possible  danger in  tim es o f  peace, dow n-
fa ll in  tim es o f  survival, and  chaos in  tim es o f  stability.”1

H o w e ve r, we sh ou ld  be  aware that in  o u r e ffo rts  to  safeguard  
nationa l security  and  socia l stab ility  in  these new  circum stances we 
are c o n fro n te d  w ith  in c reas in g  threats  and  challenges. A n d , m ore  
im p o rta n tly , these  th reats  and  challenges  are in te rlo ck e d  and  can  
be  m u tu a lly  activa ted . W e  m ust rem a in  c lea r-m ind ed , stay tru e  to  
o u r princip les , effective ly  avert, m anage and  respond  to  risks to  ou r 
nationa l security, and  take up, cope  w ith  and  resolve  challenges to  ou r 

social stability.

* Main points o f the speech at the 14th group study session o f the PoUtical Bureau of 
the 18th CPC Central Committee which X i presided over.
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A ll reg ions  and  go ve rn m en t agencies shou ld  im p lem en t C hina’s
h o listic  view  o f  national security, and  acquire  an accurate understand
in g  o f  the  new  characteristics  and  trends  o f  o u r n ation a l security. 
W e shou ld  attach  equal im portance  to  external and  in te rna l security, 
h om e lan d  secu rity  and  the  p e o p le ’s security, tra d itio n a l and  non- 
trad ition a l security, deve lopm ent and  security, o u r ow n  security  and 
the com m on  security o f  the  w o rld , and  ca rry  o u t to  the  fu ll all our 
w ork  related  to  national security. W e should  prom ote  national security 
education  am ong  all the Chinese  people  and enhance the ir awareness 
in  this regard.

C o u n te rin g  te rro rism  has a d ire c t b ea rin g  o n  n atio n a l security, 
the  p e o p le ’s im m e d ia te  in te re sts , and  re fo rm , d e ve lo p m e n t and 
stab ility. T h e  battle  against te rro rism  safeguards nationa l un ity, social 
stab ility  and the  peopled  w ellbeing. W e m ust take decisive  measures in  
deterring  te rro rism  and keep up  the pressure to  thw art te rro rism . We 
shou ld  w o rk  o u t a sound  an ti-te rro rism  w o rk  patte rn , im p ro ve  ou r 
anti-terro rism  w o rk  system  and  b u ild  up  ou r anti-terro rism  strength. 
W e should  enlist b oth  professional forces and the  p ub lic  in  the  figh t 
against te rro rism , get the  general p ub lic  to  carry  ou t d iffe ren t form s  
o f  activities  against te rro ris m , b u ild  an im p regn ab le  an ti-te rro rism  
n e tw o rk , and  ensure  that te rro ris ts  are hunted  d o w n  lik e  rats. W e 
should  also le t patrio tic  re lig ious  personages play a ro le , enhance posi
tive  guidance  fo r  re lig ious  believers, m eet the la tte r^  n orm a l re lig ious  
needs, and  effective ly  resist the in filtra tio n  o f  re lig ious  extrem ism .

T e rro rism  denies basic hum an  righ ts , tram ples o n  hum anitarian  
justice  and  challenges the  shared  n orm s  o f  hum an  c iv iliza tio n . I t  is 
n o t an issue o f  ethn icity, n o r an issue o f  re lig ion . T erro rists  are the 
com m on  enem y o f  people  o f  all ethnic  groups. W e should  firm ly  trust 
and re ly  o n  the  offic ia ls  and  the  general p ub lic  o f  all ethn ic  groups, 
and unite  w ith  them  in  safeguarding ethnic un ity  and social stability.

W e shou ld  increase  o u r e ffo rts  to  com bat separatist activities  in  
the  new  circum stances, p ro m o te  ethn ic  unity, ensure  that a ll ethn ic  
g ro u p s  w o rk  to g e th e r fo r  co m m o n  p ro s p e rity  and  d e ve lo p m e n t, 
enhance p u b lic ity  fo r  and  education  in  ethnic  unity, consolidate  the

S a fe g u a r d  N a t i o n a l  S e c u r ity  a n d  S o c ia l  S ta b i l i t y
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, nretical fou nd ation  o f  ethn ic  un ity, and  m axim ize  o u r effo rts  to  
t  w ith  the  people  o f  a ll ethn ic  g ro u p , W e  shou ld  enhance  the 

build ing  o f  com m un ity-leve l P arty  o rgan iza tion s  and  g overnm e^  
s t a r r y  ou t educational w o rk  th o ro u gh ly  and  m enculously  am ong  
the people  W e should  acquire  a correct understanding  〇 t e ar s 
ooUcies regarding  ethnic  and  reUgious affairs, p ro m p tly  and  p ro p e rly  
reso lve  a ll c o n flic ts  and  d isp u tes  u n d e rm m m g  e th n ic  
contain  and  crack dow n  on  separatist, in filtra tio n  and  sabotage a - 
ties by  dom estic  o r  fo re ig n  h ostile  forces  o n  the  p re text o f

safeguard national security we m ust m ainta in  so a a l harm on y  
and s t a b i n f  p reven t and  reso lve  socia l c o n flic ts , and  .m p ro ve  o u r
institutions m echanism s, poUcies and practical endeavors to  make s

happen. W；  should make C h W s  developm ent more 

coordinated and sustainable, work harder to  ensure 
nennle's wellbeing and tackle social conflicts at the source. We shou d 

L k e  prom oting Jocial fairness, justice and the
ultimate goal, and increase our efforts m  balancmg the n t -  s J

aU sector； so that a ll the  people  can  increasing ly  share in  the  frm ts

o f  developm ent in  a fa ire r way. W e should
the institu tio ns  and  m echanism s fo r  p ro te ctin g  e g i

and m terests o f  the people , and  the  m echanism / 〇 r ^
tial risks, so as to reduce and prevent confkcts o f
com prehensively  prom ote  law-based governance, and  better safeguard 
r p e o l "  law fu l rights  and  in te re s t, W e  shou ld  encourage  aU the 
people  to  resolve  aU social con flicts  th rough  legal procedures and  by

L X l a n ： and  e n s u , ^  people  do  tH ngs  ^
W , exarmne the law provisions in case o f  confbct, and use laws

solve problem s and conflicts.

N o te s

The Book of Changes
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A Better Environment for a Beautiful China*

A pril 2, 2013

W e need to  strengthen  p u b lic ity  and education  and ca rry  out new  
activities  to  get m ore  people  to  p lan t trees. W e w ill p ro te ct forests 
in  accordance  w ith  the  law, persistently  ca rry  ou t this cam paign  and  
m ake it  m o re  e ffe c tive . T h is  w ill create  a b ette r e n v iro n m e n t fo r  
com p le tin g  the  b u ild in g  o f  a m odera te ly  p rosp erou s  society  in  all 
respects and rea lizing  the Chinese  D ream  o f  national rejuvenation.

O u r  tre e -p lan tin g  cam paign  was laun ched  m ore  than  30  years 
ago. I t  has boosted  the  recovery  and  developm ent o f  C h in a^  forest 
resources, and increased  p ub lic  awareness o f  the  im portance  o f  tree 
p lanting  and  environm enta l p ro tection . H ow ever, we m ust recognize  
the  fact tha t C h in a  is s till an e co lo g ica lly  vu ln e ra b le  c o u n try  w ith  
a scarc ity  o f  fo re s t resources, and  faces a lo n g -te rm  and  arduous  
m ission  o f  afforestation  and  ecological im provem ent.

Forests are the  m ainstay and  an im p o rtan t resource  fo r  the  land  
ecosystem . T h e y  are also  an im p o rta n t ecolog ica l safeguard  fo r  the  
su rv iva l and  deve lop m en t o f  m an k in d . I t  is hard  to  im agine  w hat 
w ou ld  happen  to  the  earth  and  hum an  beings w ith o u t forests. O u r  
P arty  ra ised  a re q u ire m e n t to  b u ild  a b e a u tifu l C h in a  at its  18th  
N ationa l Congress. T h e  w hole  o f  society should  enhance its  eco log i
cal awareness and  strengthen  environm enta l p ro tection  in  accordance 
w ith  this requ irem ent, so as to  b u ild  C hina  in to  a cou n try  w ith  a go od  
environm ent.

Main points o f the speech at a voluntary tree-planting activity in Beijing.

229



Usher in a New Era of Ecological Progress*

M a y  2 4 ,  2 0 1 3

O u r  effo rts  fo r ecological conservation  and environm enta l pro tec
tio n  w ill b en e fit fu tu re  gen era tion s. W e m ust be aware tha t it  is a 
pressing  and  d iffic u lt  task to  p ro te c t the  e n v iro n m e n t and  c o n tro l 
p o llu tio n , and  that it  is im p ortan t and necessary to  advance ecological 
progress. W e m ust take a responsible  attitude  tow ards o u r people  and 
future  generations, be resolute  in  co n tro llin g  environm enta l p o llu tio n , 
strive  to  usher in  a new  era o f  ecolog ica l progress and  im p ro ve  the 
environ m en t fo r o u r people  to  live  and  w ork  in .

E c o lo g ic a l progress  is  o f  v ita l im p ortan ce  to  the  fu tu re  o f  the  
nation  and  the  w ellbeing  o f  its people. T h e  18th  N a tio n a l Congress 
o f  the  C P C  listed  ecological progress along  w ith  econom ic, p o litica l, 
cu ltural and  social progress as the five  goals in  the overa ll plan  fo r  the 
cause o f  Chinese  socialism , vo w in g  to  prom ote  ecological progress to  
b u ild  a b ea u tiflil C h ina  and  achieve  lasting  and  sustainable  deve lop 
m ent o f  the Chinese  nation .

T o  p rom ote  ecologica l progress, we m ust com prehensive ly  im p le
m ent the  g u id in g  p rin c ip les  o f  the  P arty^  18th  N a tio n a l C ongress, 
and take D eng  X ia o p in g  T h eory, the im portan t thought o f  the Three  
Represents and the Scientific  O u tlo o k  on  D eve lopm ent as o u r guide. 
W e m ust raise awareness o f  the  need to  respect, protect, and  accom 
m odate  ourselves to  nature, fo llo w  the basic state p o lic y  o f  resource  
conservation  and  environm enta l p ro tection , and  give  h igh  p rio rity  to  
con serv in g  resources, p ro tectin g  the  environ m en t and  p ro m o tin g  its 
natural restoration. W e m ust dedicate ourselves to  raising  o u r ecological

* Main points o f the speech at the sixth group study session o f the Political Bureau o f 
the 18th CPC Central Committee which X i presided over.
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aw areness, e n h a n c in g  re le va n t system s, sa fe g u a rd in g  e c o lo g ic a l 
security, and  im p ro v in g  the  e n v iro n m e n t. W e  m ust p rese rve  o u r 
geographical space and  stream line  o u r industria l structure, ou r m ode  
o f  p ro du ction , and  o u r way o f  life  in  the  interest o f  resource  conser
vation  and  environm enta l pro tection .

W e m ust strike a balance between econom ic  grow th  and environ 
m ental p ro tection , and  bear in  m ind  that p ro tecting  the environm ent
equates to  protecting  p ro d u ctiv ity  and that im p ro v in g  the environm ent 
also equates to  develop ing  productivity. W e w ill be m ore  conscientious

in  p ro m o tin g  green , c ircu la r, and  low -carb on  developm ent. W e w ill 
never again seek econom ic  grow th  at the  cost o f  the environm ent.

I t  is th ro ugh  land  use that ecolog ica l progress  can be advanced. 
M aintain ing  a balance betw een  p op u la tio n , resources and  the e n v iro n 
m ent, and  p ro m o tin g  econom ic, social and  ecolog ica l effic iency, we 
w ill determ ine  an overa ll plan  fo r  deve lop ing  o u r land, and  a llo t space 
to  p ro d u ction , to  daily  Ufe, and  to  ecological developm ent as app ro
priate, in  o rd e r to  leave m ore  space fo r  nature^  self-restoration. W e 
w ill accelerate the  w o rk  o f  fun ctio n a l zo n in g , fo llo w  the  fun ctiona l 
defin itions  o f  d iffe ren t areas w here  developm ent m ust be op tim ized , 
p rio ritize d , restricted , o r  fo rb id d e n , and  d e lim it and  stricd y  enforce  
ecological red  Unes. W e wiU  w o rk  ou t appropriate  plans fo r  urban iza
tio n , a g ricu ltu ra l d eve lop m en t and  eco log ica l security  to  safeguard  
n ation a l and  reg io n a l eco log ica l security, and  im p ro ve  services  fo r  
ecological conservation . W e m ust fu lly  understand  the im portance  o f  
en fo rc ing  ecological red  lines. A n y  vio la tion s  regard ing  environm enta l 
p ro tection  w ill be punished.

R e so u rce  c o n s e rv a tio n  is  a fu n d a m e n ta l w ay  to  p ro te c t the  
e n v iro n m e n t. W e  w ill conserve  resources and  use them  e ffic ie n tly , 
b rin g  about a fundam ental change in  the  way resources are u tilized , 
increase conservation  effo rts  in  all respects, and  drastically reduce the 
consum ption  o f  energy, w ater and  land  resources per un it o f  G D P . 
W e w ill v ig o ro u s ly  deve lop  a c ircu la r econom y  to  reduce waste and  
resource  c o n su m p tio n , re-use  resources, and  recycle  w aste in  the  
process o f  p ro d u ction , d istrib u tio n  and  consum ption .
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W e  w ill lau n ch  m a jo r p ro je c ts  to  re sto re  the  ecosystem , and  
increase  o u r capacity  fo r  p ro d u c in g  eco-frien d ly  products. A  sound  
eco log ica l e n v iro n m e n t is the  basic fo u n d a tio n  fo r  the  sustainable  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  h u m a n ity  and  so c ie ty . T h e  p u b lic  are  g re a tly  
co n ce rn e d  abou t the  e n v iro n m e n t. So  we sh ou ld  place  em phasis 
on  serious environ m en ta l p rob lem s  that pose  health  hazards to  the 
people, and  take a ho listic  approach  to  in ten sify ing  the preven tion  and 
co n tro l o f  w ater, a ir and  soil p o llu tio n , w ith  the focus o n  w ater p o llu 
tio n  in  key rive r basins and  regions, and  on  air p o llu tio n  in  key indus
tria l sectors and  areas.

W e m ust have  the  strictest p oss ib le  in s titu tio n s  and  leg is la tion  
in  place  in  o rd e r to  guarantee  e co log ica l progress. T o  do  th is , we 
shou ld  firs t o f  a ll im p ro ve  the  eva luation  n orm s  fo r  econ om ic  and 
social developm ent to  include  resource  consum ption , environm enta l 
dam age, ecologica l benefits and  oth e r ind icators  that can be used to  
assess ecologica l im provem ent, and  use them  to  d irect and  shape ou r 
ecolog ica l w o rk . W e w ill establish  an accountab ility  system , and  call

to  account o ffic ia ls  w hose  ill-jud ged  decisions  have caused serious
ecological dam age.

W e w ill increase p u b lic ity  and  education  on  the  need to  prom ote  
ecolog ica l progress, raise p u b lic  awareness o f  the  need  to  conserve  
resources and pro tect the environm ent, and foster a social atm osphere  
o f  cherish ing  o u r environm ent. 5 •

Leave to Our Future Generations Blue Skies, 
Green Fields and Clean Water*

J u ly  1 8 ,  2 0 1 3

O n  b eh a lf o f  the  Chinese  governm ent and  people, and  in  m y ow n  
nam e, I  w ou ld  like  to  extend  congratu lations  on  the  open ing  o f  the  
E co  F o ru m  A n n u a l G lo b a l C onference  G u iya n g  2013, and  a w arm  
w elcom e  to  heads o f  state and  governm ent, U n ited  N ations  offic ia ls , 
experts, scholars, business leaders and  all other distinguished  guests at 
this conference.

££B u ild in g  E c o  C iv iliza tio n : G reen  T ransfo rm ation  and  T ransition  
- G reen  In d ustry , G reen  U rb an iza tio n  and  G reen  C onsum ption-led
Sustainable D evelopm ent” is the them e o f  this conference. I t  reflects

the  shared  in te re st o f  the  in te rn a tio n a l c o m m u n ity  in  p ro m o tin g  
ecological progress. I  am  con vin ced  that the  achievem ents m ade b y
the participants at this conference will make a useful contribution to

p ro tecting  the globa l environm ent.
U shering  in  a new  era o f  ecological progress and  b u ild in g  a beau

tifu l C h in a  is an im p o rta n t elem ent o f  the  C hinese  D ream . C h in a  
w ill respect and  p ro tect nature, and  accom m odate  its e lf to  nature  s 
needs. I t  w ill rem ain  com m itted  to  the basic state p o licy  o f  conserv
in g  resources and p ro tecting  the environm ent. I t  w ill prom ote  green, 
circular and low -carbon  developm ent, and prom ote  ecological progress 
in  every  aspect o f  its  e ffo rt to  achieve econom ic, p o litica l, cultural and 
social progress. C h ina  w ill also develop  a resource-efficient and  envi
ron m en ta lly  frie n d ly  geograph ica l layou t, in d u stria l structure , m ode  
o f  p ro d u ction  and  way o f  life , and leave to  o u r future  generations a

* Letter o f congratulations to the Eco Forum Annual Global Conference Guiyang 2013.
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w o rk in g  and  liv in g  environm ent o f  blue  skies, green  fields and  clean 
water.

P ro tecting  the environm ent, addressing clim ate  change and  secur
in g  energy  and  resources is a com m on  challenge  fo r the  w hole  w orld . 
C hina  w ill continue  to  assume its  due in ternationa l ob liga tions, carry  
o u t in -dep th  exchanges and  coop e ra tio n  w ith  all o th e r countries  in  
p ro m o tin g  ecologica l progress, and  w o rk  w ith  them  to  p ro m o te  the 
sh a rin g  o f  best practices, and  m ake  the  earth  an e n v iro n m e n ta lly  
sound  hom eland.

I  w ish  the  conference  every  success.

X i  J in p in g
President o f  the  People’s R epub lic  o f  C hina

N a t i o n a l  D e f e n s e



Build Up Our National Defense 
and Armed Forces*

November 16, 2012

T h e  lead ing  b o d y  o f  the  C entra l M ilita ry  C om m iss io n  and  the  
senior officers  in  the arm y  shou lder m ajor h istorica l responsibilities in  
b u ild in g  up  ou r national defense and  arm ed  forces. W e m ust rem ain  
clear-headed, cherish  the  achievem ents  o f  past gen era tion s, draw  
upon  the  precious  experiences we have accum ulated, and  value  the  
progress that is already being  made. W e m ust serve the Party and  the 
people  w hole-hearted ly  and  fu rth e r strengthen  o u r national defense 
and arm ed  forces.

S tudying  and  app lyin g  the  gu id in g  p rin cip les  o f  the  P arty’s 18th  
N a tio n a l C ongress  m ust be  o u r n um ber one  p o litic a l task, and  we 
m ust do  it  w ell. In  lin e  w ith  the  requ irem ents  o f  the  P arty  C entra l 
C om m ittee  and  the  C entra l M ilita ry  C om m ission , a cam paign  should  
be launched  p ro m p tly  in  the  arm ed  forces to  study and  app ly  these 
p rin cip les . W e sh ou ld  con tin ue  to  study  the  S cie n tific  O u tlo o k  on  
D e ve lo p m e n t, and  use it  to  gu ide  o u r w o rk . W e  sh ou ld  study  the  
Party’s gu id in g  thoughts  concern ing  the b u ild in g  o f  national defense 
and  arm ed  forces, taking  the  Scientific  O u tlo o k  on  D eve lop m en t as 
the gu id in g  p rin cip le  in  this respect, and  fu lly  understand  the features 
and  laws o f  the  b u ild in g  o f  n ation a l defense  and  arm ed  forces  in  
the  new  environm ent. W e should  sum m arize  the  valuable  experience  
gained  by  C hairm an  H u  Jin ta o  in  b u ild in g  o u r national defense and 
arm ed  forces, m aintain  the  princip les  he developed, and  continue  to  
im p lem ent his policies  and  strategic decisions.

* Main points o f the speech at an enlarged meeting o f the Central M ilitary Commission.
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W e m ust uph o ld  the P arty’s leadership  o f  the arm ed  forces. This
is centra l to  the  nature  and  m ission  o f  the  arm ed  forces, the  future  
o f  socialism , the enduring  stab ility  o f  the Party, and  the lasting  peace 
o f  o u r country. I t  is fundam ental to  the  existence  and  developm ent 
o f  the  arm ed  forces. In  o u r e ffo rts  to  strengthen  o u r arm ed  forces 
we m ust treat theoretical and  p o litica l education  as o u r firs t p rio rity ,

so that the Party’s leadership  o f  them  w ill take firm  ro o t in  the m inds
o f  o u r officers  and  soldiers, and  the w hole  arm ed  forces w ill fo llo w  
w ith ou t hesitation  the com m ands o f  the Party C entral C om m ittee  and 
the C entra l M ilita ry  C om m ission  at all tim es and  under all conditions. 
W e m ust strengthen  the leadership  o f  the Party  ove r the arm ed  forces 
in  the  aspects o f  theoretical and  p o litica l education, and  p o litica l and 
organ izationa l affairs. W e w ill app ly  p o litica l convictions  as a measure 
w hen  re v ie w in g  and  a p p o in tin g  o ffic e rs  to  ensure  tha t o u r w eap
o n ry  is always in  the hands o f  those  w ho  are reliable  and  loya l to  the 
Party. W e m ust strictly  enforce  discip line  on  those w h o  com m it errors  
in  p o litic a l o r  o rga n iza tio n a l affa irs, safeguard  the  a u th o rity  o f  the  
C entra l C om m ittee  and  the  C entra l M ilita ry  C om m ission , and  ensure 
the  sm ooth  im p lem entation  o f  the ir m ilita ry  orders.

W e m ust be able to  fu lfill a com plete  range  o f  m ilita ry  tasks. T he  
w hole  o f  the  arm ed  forces m ust have an in-depth  understand ing  o f  
the im p ortan t ro le  it has in  the  broad  picture  o f  C h in a^  national secu
rity  and  developm ent strategies. I t  m ust put national sovereignty  and

security  befo re  any  o th e r con side ra tion . B ein g  ‘‘action  ready，，m ust
be its m ajor task, and  it  m ust com prehensively  enhance its deterrence  
and  com bat capacity in  the  in fo rm a tio n  age. T h e  w hole  o f  the arm ed  
forces m ust attach  strategic im portance  to  m ilita ry  tra in in g , and  keep 
ra ising  its “ real com bat”  capacity.

In  line  w ith  the p rin cip le  o f  com prehensive  developm ent we m ust 
con tin ue  to  m o d e rn ize  and  standard ize  o u r forces, and  strengthen  
th e ir revo lu tion a ry  sp irit. W e wiU  take a h o lis tic  approach  to  aU w ork  
related  to  p o litica l and  m ilita ry  m atters, log istics  and  equ ipm ent, in  
o rd e r to  upgrade  the overa ll capacity o f  ou r forces. In  a new  e n v iro n 
m ent, we m ust p rom ote  in n ova tion  and  developm ent o f  o u r m ilita ry
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strategy, use o u r stra tegy  to  gu id e  o u r  tasks in  stren g th en in g  o u r 
forces, and  base o u r policies  on  a m ilita ry  strategy o f  active defense.

W e w ill th o ro u g h ly  app ly  the  P arty^  gu idelines  on  the  deve lop 
m ent o f  national defense and  the  arm ed  forces, prom ote  such devel
opm ent in  a balanced  and  coord inated  m anner, and  strive  to  m ake real 
progress in  tra n s fo rm in g  the  m ode  o f  increasing  com bat e ffective
ness. W e w ill press fo rw ard  w ith  the  tran sfo rm atio n  o f  o u r m ilita ry  
affairs and  b u ild  a system  o f  m o d ern  m ilita ry  forces  w ith  C hinese  
characteristics.

W e m ust calrry o n  the  g lo rio u s  trad ition s  o f  o u r m ilita ry . These  
traditions have been  developed  under the leadership  o f  M ao  Z edon g , 
D eng  X ia o p in g , Jian g  Z em in  and  H u  Jin ta o , and  we w ill continue  to  
apply them  as we strive  to  m odern ize  o u r national defense and  arm ed  
forces. W e w ill educate o u r officers  and  soldiers to  in tensify  the ir ab il
ity  to  respond  to  adversity  and  crisis , so that th e ir com m itm ent w ill 
rem ain  firm , th e ir w o rk  determ ined, th e ir m orale  h igh  and  the ir disci
p line  unw avering. O u r  officers  and  soldiers w ill m aintain  an indom i-
table re vo lu tio n a ry  sp irit and  be  dauntless in  com bat. W e w ill m ake

every e ffo rt to  com bat c o rru p tio n  and  p rom ote  in teg rity  in  the  arm ed  
forces. S enior officers  m ust take a clear-cut stand against c o rru p tio n , 
and set an exam ple  in  abid ing  by  the  code  o f  honest conduct.

W ith  the  f irm  leadersh ip  o f  the  P arty  C e n tra l C om m ittee  and  
C entral M ilita ry  C om m ission , w ith  the strong  support o f  the  people, 
and  w ith  the  c o n ce rte d  e ffo rts  o f  a ll o u r  arm ed  fo rce s , w e  w ill 
succeed in  o u r determ ined  cam paign  to  forge  an ever-stronger nation 
al defense and  arm ed  forces.



Build Strong National Defense and 
Powerful Military Forces*

D e c e m b e r  8  a n d  1 0 ,  2 0 1 2

C h in a ’s m ilita ry  forces  m ust un ite  in  u p h o ld in g  socia lism  w ith
Chinese characteristics, and take D eng Xiaoping Theory, the im por

tant thought o f  the Three Represents, and the Scientific O utlook on

D evelopm ent as their guiding principles. T h e  Party’s 18th N ational
Congress produced a series o f  guidelines and defined a set o f  stra

tegic measures on  national defense and the developm ent o f  China^ 

military forces. These m ust be thoroughly and rigorously im plem ent

ed. China^ military m ust never lose sight o f  the fact that following the

Party s com m and  is its core  duty，to  figh t and w in  is its fundam ental
role, and to  run  the army strictly and in accordance w ith the law is key 

to achieving these aims. We m ust build a m odern  and standardized 

military dedicated to our revolutionary goals.

In  our efforts to strengthen our arm ed forces we m ust treat theo

retical and political education as our first priority, and ensure that our 

work is always done in accordance w ith the right political principles. 

We will educate our officers and soldiers in the theories o f  socialism 

with Chinese characteristics and foster their core values as contem po

rary revolutionary service personnel1. We will ensure that they follow 

the Party s commands, fulfill their missions w ithout fail, and maintain 

the great traditions o f  our arm ed forces. To reinforce their theoreti

cal and political education, our forces, first responsibility is and will 

remain the task o f  studying, disseminating, and applying the guiding 

principles o f  the 18th N ational Congress. We m ust integrate study

* Main points o f the speech during his inspection visit to the Guangzhou M ilitary 
Command.
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with practice, and im plem ent these guiding principles in our actions.
W e will enhance our com bat readiness through full-scale com bat

sim ulation exercises, and reinforce the belief tha t as soldiers ou r 

mission is to  fight, and as officers our mission is to  lead our m en to 

victory. We m ust train our troops strictly and provide rigid criteria for 

real com bat, m odernize our arm ed forces, and enhance their capacity 

to fulfill diverse military tasks. T he arm ed forces m ust be capable o f 

winning regional engagements in the inform ation age. We must follow
to the letter such military practices as strictly observing discipline，

executing every order, and acting in unison. T he rank and file m ust be 

the focus o f  our work.
Achieving the great renewal o f  the Chinese nation has becom e 

the dream  o f  the Chinese people in m odern  times. This great dream  

we have is to  make our country  strong. To the military, the dream  

is to make our forces strong. To achieve these aims we m ust strive 

bo th  to  enrich the country  and build a strong national defense and 

powerful military. T he arm ed forces m ust never falter in upholding 

the Party^ absolute leadership, and all service persons m ust be well- 

disciplined, so as to  ensure  th a t the  arm ed  forces are secure and 

stable.
The heroic arm ed forces o f  the people will carry on its great tradi

tions, build on past merits, so as to forge ahead to fulfill the historical 

responsibilities they shoulder.

N o tes

1 The core values o f  the armed forces are: loyalty to the Party, love for the peo-

pie, devotion to the country, dedication to the mission, and respect for honor.



Build People’s Armed Forces That Follow 
the Party’s Commands,

Are Able to Win Battles and Have Fine Conduct*

March 11, 2013

O u r  a rm e d  fo rc e s  m u st th o ro u g h ly  im p le m e n t  th e  g u id in g  
p rin c ip le s  o f  the  18th  C P C  N a tio n a l C on gress , u p h o ld  socia lism  
w ith  C hinese  characteristics, fo llo w  the  guidance  o f  D e n g  X ia o p in g  
T h e o ry , the  im p o rta n t th o u g h t o f  the  T h re e  R epresents  and  the  
Scientific  O u tlo o k  on  D eve lopm ent. W e m ust firm ly  fo llo w  the Party's 
goal o f  m ilita ry  developm ent under the new  circum stances and, b u ild  
re vo lu tio n a ry , m o d e rn ize d  and  standard ized  people 's  arm ed  forces 
that fa ith fu lly  fo llo w  the  Party's com m ands, are able to  w in  battles and 
have fine  conduct.

B u ild in g  such forces is the  Party's goal fo r  d eve lop in g  the  m ilita ry  
under the new  circum stances. I t  is essential fo r  the  m ilita ry  to  fo llo w  
the  P a rty^  com m ands, w h ich  determ ines  the  p o litic a l o rie n ta tio n  
o f  m ilita ry  developm ent. I t  is v ita l fo r  3the  m ilita ry  to  be capable o f

fig h tin g  to  w in , w hich  is the  basic fun ctio n  o f  the  m ilita ry  as w ell as
the  fundam ental objective  o f  its developm ent. T o  have fine  conduct 
ensures that the m ilita ry  dem onstrates its  nature, asp iration  and  char
acter. O u r  arm ed  forces m ust understand  this go a l, bear it  in  m in d  in  
the ir effo rts  to  p rom ote  m ilita ry  developm ent, re fo rm  and  prepared
ness, and  b rin g  national defense and  m ilita ry  deve lopm ent to  a new  
level.

* Mam pornts o f the speech at the plenary meeting o f the People's liberation Arm y del
egation during the First Session o f the 12th National People's Congress.

242

B u i l d  P e o p le 's  A r m e d  F o r c e s  T h a t  F o llo w  th e  P a r ty 's  C o m m a n d s 243

W e m ust ensure the  absolute  leadership  o f  the Party ove r the  m ili-
tary that fo llow s  the  com m ands o f  the  P arty  and serves the  people.

It  m ust be lo ya l, pure  and  re liab le , and  all its actions m ust be under 
the com m and  o f  the  Party  C entra l C om m ittee  and the  C entra l M ili
tary C om m ission . W e  m ust focus o n  the  key task o f  b u ild in g  strong  
m ilita ry  forces w hich  are able to  figh t to  w in , make sure that soldiers 
are capable  o f  fig h tin g , o ffice rs  o f  com m an d in g , and  tro o p s  w e ll 
trained. W e m ust u p h o ld  com bat capacity as the  sole and  fundam ental 
standard fo r  m ilita ry  developm ent. W e shou ld  prom ote  o u r m ilita ry  
developm ent and  preparedness to  m eet the  needs o f  w ar, being  ready 
to  figh t at all tim es and  in  all cond itions. H a vin g  a fine  w o rk  style is 
the unique  feature  and  p o litica l advantage  o f  o u r m ilita ry. W e m ust 
step up  e ffo rts  to  im p ro ve  o u r w o rk  style, ensure  go o d  con du ct in  
every aspect o f  m ilita ry  developm ent and  m anagem ent, stay realistic, 
pragm atic  and  resu lts-oriented , and  re in fo rce  the  basic p rin c ip le  o f  
ru n n in g  the  m ilita ry  strictly  and  in  accordance  w ith  the  law. In  d o in g  
this, we w ill m aintain  ou r long-established  im age  as the arm ed  forces 

o f  the  people.
W e  sh o u ld  c o o rd in a te  the  d e ve lo p m e n t o f  o u r e co n o m y  and  

defense capabiUties, and  com bine  e ffo rts  to  m ake the  co u n try  p ro s
perous and  the m ilita ry  strong. W e should  fu rth e r the great in tegration  
o f  m ilita ry  and  c iv ilia n  deve lopm ent, and  w o rk  to  achieve  in-depth  
in tegration  o f  the  use o f  in frastructu re  and  other key facilities based 
on  dem ands and  led  b y  the governm ent. A t  the  same tim e, we should  
manage the  m ilita ry  budget w ell and  use it  p ro p e rly  by  w o rk in g  hard , 
p ractic ing  econom y, and  op p osin g  extravagance  and  waste, so as to  
put the  funds to  th e ir best use. W e shou ld  ca rry  on  the  fine  trad ition  
o f  the  m ilita ry  supporting  the  governm ent and cherish ing  the people  
w hile  the  governm ent and  the people  respect the troops  and  p ro vid e  
p re fe ren tia l treatm ent to  th e ir fam ilies. W e  sh ou ld  ensure  tha t the  
m ilita ry  and  loca l people  w o rk  together to  prom ote  m aterial advance, 
and cu ltu ral and  ethical progress, as w ell as social harm ony. T o  show  
con cern  fo r  and  su p p ort the  d eve lop m en t o f  nationa l defense  and
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the  m ilita ry , P arty  com m ittees  and  governm ents  at all levels should  
enhance education  in  national defense know ledge  and  pop u la r aware
ness so that the w hole  o f  society  w ill have com m on  understandings 
and  jo in t in itiatives  in  caring  fo r, lo v in g , deve lop ing  and  safeguarding 
national defense.

“ O n e  C o u n tr y , T w o  S y s t e m s ”



Hong Kong, Macao and the Chinese 
Mainland Are Closely Linked by Destiny*

D e c e m b e r  2 0 ,  2 0 1 2 ,  M a r c h  1 8 ,  2 0 1 3  a n d  D e c e m b e r  1 8 ,  2 0 1 3

Since the new  governm ent o f  the  H o n g  K o n g  Special A d m in istra
tive  R egion  (H K S A R ) to o k  o ffice , M r L eung  C hun-ying  and his team , 
both  enterp rising  and  pragm atic, have m ade m any achievem ents. T he  
central governm ent affirm s  the ir effo rts  and  w ill continue  to  support 
the H K S A R  governm ent in  its adm in istration  in  accordance w ith  the 
law.

People  are concerned  w hether the  polic ies  and  princip les  o f  the 
central governm ent tow ards H o n g  K o n g  and  M acao w ill change after 
the  e lection  o f  the  new  centra l leadership . I  w ou ld  like  to  take this 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  re ite rate  that the  centra l g o ve rn m e n t w ill con tin ue  
to  im p lem ent the  p o lic y  o f  “ one  coun try，tw o  system s’’1 and  handle  
th in gs  in  s tric t c o n fo rm ity  w ith  the  B asic  L aw ; there  w ill be  n o  
change in  ou r resolve  to  support the ch ie f executive  and the H K S A R  
go vern m en t in  th e ir adm in istra tion  in  accordance  w ith  the  law  and  
the perform ance  o f  the ir duties; n o r w ill there  be any change in  ou r 
p o licy  o f  sup p ortin g  the H o n g  K o n g  and  M acao special adm in istra
tive  regions in  deve lop in g  th e ir econom ies, im p ro v in g  the ir peopled  
w ellbeing, and  p ro m o tin g  dem ocracy and  harm ony. T he  fundam ental 
p o lic ies  and  p rin c ip le s  o n  h an d lin g  H o n g  K o n g  and  M acao  affa irs  
expounded  at the  18th  C P C  N a tio n a l C ongress  are in  lin e  w ith  the

* Main points o f talks with Leung Chun-ying, chief executive o f the Hong Kong Spe
cial Administrative Region, and Fernando Chui Sai O n, chief executive o f the Macao Special 
Administrative Region.
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policies and princip les  the central governm ent has lo n g  adopted  fo r the 
tw o  regions. T he  key lies in  a com prehensive  and accurate understand
in g  and im p lem entation  o f  the t£one  country, tw o  system s^ princip le , 
and respect fo r and m aintenance o f  the authority  o f  the Basic Law.

C hina's developm ent is g o o d , and  splendid  prospects  have been 
u n fo ld in g  b efo re  us, featu rin g  the  com p le tion  o f  the  b u ild in g  o f  a 
m oderately  prosperous society in  all respects and the achievem ent o f  
the  rejuvenation  o f  the Chinese  nation . A s  I  have said, achieving  the 
rejuvenation  o f  the Chinese nation  has been the greatest dfeam  o f  the 
Chinese people  since the advent o f  m odern  tim es. I  believe  that people  
in  H o n g  K o n g  also h o ld  this dream  dearly. I  also believe  that H o n g  
K o n g  people, w ho  have a deep sense o f  national respect and pride , w ill 
surely make the ir con trib u tion  along  w ith  the people  o f  the rest o f  the 
coun try  to  achieving  the rejuvenation  o f  the Chinese nation .

(M ain points o f the ta lk  with Leung Chun-ying, 

chief executive o f th eH K S A R , December 20, 2012)

II

T od ay  is  the  13th  a n n ive rsa ry  o f  M acao^  re tu rn  to  the  m o th 
erland. F irs t o f  all I  w ish  to  convey  th rough  M r Fernando  Chvii Sai 
O n  m y  c o rd ia l g ree tin gs  to  and  best w ishes  fo r  M acao's  p eo p le . 
T h e  general situation  in  M acao  is g o o d . Fefnando  C h u i Sai O n , the 
governm ent o f  the M acao Special A d m in istra tive  R egion  (M SAR ) and 
people  o f  all w alks o f  life  in  M acao  have been  w o rk in g  together to  
m aintain  the  prosperity, stab ility  and  developm ent o f  M acao, and  the 
centra l go vern m en t a ffirm s  the  e ffo rts  m ade b y  Fernando  C h u i Sai 
O n  and  the  M S A R  governm ent.

T h e  central governm ent w ill, as always, im p lem ent the <£one  coun
try, tw o  system s'' p rin c ip le , the  p o lic y  o f  (tM acao  people  g o ve rn in g

Macao” with a high degree o f autonomy and the Basic Law  o f the
M S A R , su p p ort the  c h ie f executive  and  the  M S A R  go ve rn m e n t in  
the ir adm in istration  in  accordance  w ith  the law  and the  perform ance  
o f  th e ir duties, and  su p p ort the  M S A R  in  d e ve lo p in g  its  econom y,
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improving its p e o p le ’s w e llb e in g , and  p ro m o tin g  dem ocracy  and

harm ony. W e are fu lly  con fiden t o f  the  future  o f  o u r coun try  and  the 
Chinese nation , and  we firm ly  believe  that progress w ill be m ade in  all 
social undertakings in  M acao.

(M ain points of the ta lk  with Fernando Chui Sai On, 

chief executive o f the M S A R , December 20, 2012)

III

H o n g  K o n g , M acao and  the  Chinese  m ainland  are closely  linked  
by destiny. T o  reaHze the  C hinese  D ream  -  the  re juvenation  o f  the  
Chinese nation  -  H o n g  K o n g , M acao and  the  Chinese  m ainland  m ust 
p o o l and  share o u r strength, and  seek com m on  developm ent. M ore
over, the  peop le  o f  H o n g  K o n g , M acao  and  the  C hinese  m ain land
m ust help  each other to  m ake progress.

L eu n g  C h u n -y in g  has p u t fo rw a rd  the  a d m in is tra tive  idea  o f  
<£seeking change w hile  p reserving  stability, w hich  has been  accepted 
by the citizens  o f  H o n g  K on g . N o w  the  key question  lies in  its im p le
m entation . I t  is n o t o n ly  a resp on sib ility  o f  the  ch ie f executive  and 
the H K S A R  govern m en t, but a m ission  re ly in g  on  the jo in t effo rts  o f  
people  o f  aU w alks o f  Hfe in  H o n g  K on g . W hen  everybody  adds w ood  
to  the  fire , the  flam es rise high . W e hope  that people  o f  all walks o f  
life  in  H o n g  K o n g  w ill unite  close ly  to  su p p ort the  ch ie f executive  
and the  H K S A R  governm ent in  adm in istra tion  in  accordance w ith  the 
law  and jo in tly  create a b righ te r future  fo r  H o n g  K ong.

M acao is experiencing  a re lative ly  go od  tim e  in  its h istory, b u t its 
fu tu re  d eve lop m en t faces challenges to o . W e  hope  that the  M S A R  
govern m en t and  people  o f  a ll w alks o f  Ufe w ill be keenly  aware o f  
potential problem s, take advantage o f  favorable  tim ing  and conditions, 
and study and  solve  m ajor problem s that m ay h inder M acao s progress, 
so as to  lay a soHd foundation  fo r the future  developm ent o f  M acao.

(Main points o f the ta lk  with Leung Chun-ying, 

chief executive of the H K S A R , and Fernando Chui Sai On, 

chief executive o f the M S A R , March 18, 2013)
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TV

Im p le m e n tin g  the  adm in istra tive  p rin cip les  o f  ‘‘seeking  change 
w hile  preservin g  stab ility”  and “ peop le ’s w ellbeing  firs t，”  you  and the
H K S A R  governm ent have focused  o n  the  reso lu tion  o f  m ajor p ro b 
lem s in  econom ic  and social developm ent, and achieved  in itia l results. 
T h e  central governm ent fu lly  affirm s  you r efforts.

T h e  T h ird  P lenary  Session  o f  the  18th  C P C  C e n tra l C o m m it
tee m ade an overa ll plan  on  d riv in g  re fo rm  to  a deeper leve l, w hich  
is a m ajor strategic plan  concern ing  C h in a ’s developm ent. A cco rd in g  
to  the  p lan , the  m ain land  w ill le t the  m arket p lay  a decisive  ro le  in  
resource  allocation  and  give  better play  to  the govern m en t^  functions, 
w h ich  w ill be con ducive  to  the  expansion  o f  the  m ain lan d s  op en 
ness to  and  cooperation  w ith  H o n g  K o n g , M acao and  Taiw an, further 
exchanges and  coop era tion  betw een  the  m ain land  and  H o n g  K o n g , 
and  m ore  opportun ities  and scope fo r  H o n g  K o n g ^  developm ent.

T h e  centra l go ve rn m en t has been  consistent and  clear-cut in  its 
stance tow ards universal suffrage  w hen  it  com es to  electing  the  H on g  
K o n g  ch ie f executive  in  2017. W e hope  that people  o f  all walks o f  life  
in  H o n g  K o n g  w ill b u ild  a consensus th rough  dow n-to-earth  consulta
tions in  accordance  w ith  the  Basic Law  and  decisions o f  the Standing  
C om m ittee  o f  the N P C , and  lay  a go o d  found ation  fo r  the universal 
suffrage  fo r  the election  o f  the ch ie f executive  •

(Main points of the talk with Leung Chun-ying, 

chief executive of HKSAR, December 18, 2013)

V

M acao is m ainta in ing  a g o o d  developm ent trend , its econom y  is 
on  a steady rise, its society is harm on ious  and  stable, and  its people  
live  and  w ork  in  peace and  contentm ent. T h e  central governm ent fu lly  
a ffirm s  the  e ffo rts  you  and  the  M S A R  g o ve rn m e n t have  m ade. A t  
present, M acao should  th in k  o f  potentia l problem s  in  tim es o f  peace 
and  m ake a long-term  plan. T h is  requires the M S A R  governm ent and
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people o f  all w alks o f  life  in  M acao  to  m ake con tinuous  effo rts  to  
find  out how  to  rem ain  b o th  pragm atic  and  inn ova tive  on  the  basis 
o f  M acao^ rapid  econom ic  developm ent ove r the  past few  years, how  
to solve  problem s  em erging  in  the  process o f  deve lopm ent, how  to  
explore  ways fo r  the appropria te ly  diversified  developm ent o f  M acao 
and how  to  realize  sustainable progress fo r  it.

T h e  T h ird  P lenary  Session  o f  the 18th  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  
made an overa ll plan  on  d riv in g  re fo rm  to  a deeper level, w hich  is a
m ajor strategic plan  concern ing  C hina’s developm ent. R obust positive

energy has been  gathered  in  all sectors across C h ina  to  com prehen
sively advance re fo rm  fu rth e r, and the people  o f  all ethnic  groups in  
the cou n try  are w o rk in g  d iligen d y  in  u n ity  fo r  the  rea liza tion  o f  the 
Tw o  Centenary G oals  and  the Chinese  D ream  o f  the  rejuvenation  o f  
the Chinese nation . T h e  destiny o f  M acao is closely  linked  w ith  that 
o f  the m ainland , and  M acao w ill advance in  tandem  and make p ro g
ress together w ith  the m ainland  in  the ir developm ent.

(Main points of the talk with Fernando Chui Sai On, 

chief executive of theM SAK, December 18, 2013)

N otes

i “ One country, two systems” is a concept put forward by the CPC and the
Chinese governm ent for realizing C hina^ reunification and solving the Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Macao issues. The framework o f the concept is: Under the prem
ise o f national reunification, the mainland keeps practicing socialism, while Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Macao retain their original capitalist system and ways o f life for 
a long time while enjoying a high degree o f autonomy. China resumed sovereignty 
over H ong Kong and Macao in 1997 and 1999, respectively, in accordance with this 
concept.



Create a Better Future 
for the Chinese Nation Hand in Hand*

A pril 8 and October 6, 2013

T h e  C hinese  m ain land  is stro ng  in  its reso lu tion  and  clear in  its 
policies  and  princip les  fo r  peaceful developm ent on  b oth  sides o f  the 
Taiw an  Straits. W e w ill m ainta in  the  co n tin u ity  o f  o u r fundam ental 
strategy  tow ards T aiw an , con tin u e  to  im p lem en t e ffective  p o lic ies , 
and  keep  m o v in g  o u r re la tion s  fo rw a rd  so as to  b rin g  b en efits  to  
the people  o n  b oth  sides. T h e  C hinese  people  o n  b o th  sides o f  the 
Taiw an  Straits should  strengthen  so lidarity  and cooperation , and  jo indy  
w o rk  tow ards  re a liz in g  the  C hinese  D ream , a great renew al o f  the 
Chinese  nation .

C om prehensive, d irect and tw o-w ay links, nam ely the  ££three  direct 
lin k s ”  have  been  rea lized  betw een  the  m ain land  and  T aiw an . T h e  
sign in g  and  im p lem en ta tion  o f  the  E c o n o m ic  C o o p e ra tio n  Fram e
w o rk  A g re e m e n t (E C F A ), in  p a rtic u la r, in itia te d  a new  stage fo r  
d e ve lo p in g  cross-S tra its  econ om ic  re la tions. uT h o se  w h o  are clear 
about the  trend  o f  the  tim es w ill stand  in  the  van , and  those  w ho  
can take advantage o f  the  trend  o f  the tim es are b ound  to  succeed.”  
F o r the  C hinese  people  o n  b o th  sides o f  the  Straits, it  is im p ortan t 
to  be aware o f  and  seize the  o p p o rtu n itie s  h is to ry  has a ffo rd ed  us, 
fo llo w  the trend  o f  the tim es, w o rk  hand  in  hand  to  p rom ote  peaceful 
cross-Straits relations, and  b rin g  about a better future  fo r the  Chinese 
nation .

* Main points of talks with Vincent Siew, honorary chairman of the Cross-Straits Com
mon Market Foundation of Taiwan, and his delegation.
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F irs t, we h op e  tha t cross-S tra its  econ om ic  co o p e ra tio n  can  be 
b oosted  b y  the  p eo p le  o n  b o th  sides o f  the  S tra its  th ro u g h  the  
concept o f  “ one  fam ily .”  A ll o f  us, w hether fro m  the  m ain land  o r  
Taiw an, are m em bers o f  the Chinese  nation , and  b oth  econom ies are 
that o f  the  Chinese  nation . G iv in g  m ore  consideration  to  the needs 
and interests o f  o u r Taiw an  com patrio ts, we w ill o ffe r the same treat
m ent to  Taiw an  enterprises as to  m ainland  enterprises in  the fields o f  
investm ent and  econom ic  coop era tion  sooner ra ther than  later, and  
provide  greater scope fo r  enhancing  cross-Straits econom ic  coopera
tion .

Second , we hope  that b o th  sides w ill fu rth e r pursue  h igh -leve l 
econom ic  dialogues and  coo rd in a tion , and  raise ou r econom ic  coop 
eration  to  a new  leve l. I t  is essential to  g ive  b etter p lay  to  the  ro le  
o f  the  E co n o m ic  C oo p e ra tio n  C om m ittee  (E C C ) w ith in  the E C F A , 
enhance com m unication  on  o u r situations, policies  and developm ent 
plans, and strengthen  foresigh t and  coo rd in a tion  in  econom ic  co o p 
eration . W e m ust speed up  the  expansion  o f  industria l coop era tion , 
increase two-way investm ent, deepen cooperation  in  financial services 
and exp lore  new  ways o f  cooperation .

T h ird , we h op e  tha t b o th  sides can  accelerate  the  n eg o tia tio n  
o f  subsequent agreem ents fo llo w in g  the  sign in g  o f  the  E C F A , and  
im p ro ve  o u r ru les  in  respect o f  econ om ic  coop e ra tio n . T h e  m ain 
land  and  Taiw an  sh ou ld  sign  a service  trade  agreem ent as soon  as 
possible, and strive  to  com plete  consu ltations  o n  such top ics  as cargo  
trade and dispute  settlem ents b y  the  end  o f  the  year. T h e  tw o  sides 
can discuss app rop ria te  and  w orkab le  m easures to  rea lize  com m on  
econom ic  grow th  and  lin k  the  processes o f  reg iona l econom ic  co o p 
eration  o f  b o th  sides, w h ich  w ill in v ig o ra te  cross-Straits econom ic  
cooperation .

F o u rth , we hope  that people  o n  b o th  sides o f  the  Taiw an  Straits 
w ill jo in d y  w o rk  tow ards ach ieving  the  re juvenation  o f  the C hinese  
n a tio n . E v e ry  ach ievem ent m ade  b y  the  m a in la n d  o r  T a iw an  can  
m ake  a ll C h inese  p eo p le  p ro u d . O u r  jo in t  e ffo rts  fo r  p ro m o tin g
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peaceful cross-Straits re la tions  are co n trib u tio n s  tow ards achieving  
the  great renew al o f  the  C hinese  n a tio n . W e w ill sure ly  overcom e  
all d ifficu ltie s  and  rem ove  all barrie rs  on  the  w ay as we m ove  ahead, 
and  m ake new  progress in  the  peaceful developm ent o f  cross-Straits 
re lations  as lo n g  as we always keep the  interests o f  the  entire  Chinese 
nation  in  m ind .

(April 8, 2013) 

I I

B o th  sides o f  the Straits should  keep to  the correct path  o f  peace
fu l developm ent o f  cross-Straits re lations, advocate  the  idea  that we 
are one  fam ily, strengthen  exchanges and  coop era tion , and  together 
p rom ote  the  rejuvenation  o f  the Chinese  nation .

W e m ust cherish  h isto ric  op p ortun ities  and m aintain  the  positive  
m om entum  o f  peaceful deve lopm ent o f  cross-Straits re lations. The  
people  on  b oth  sides o f  the  Straits lo n g  fo r  greater progress in  their 
re la tion s, so b o th  sides sh ou ld  co m p ly  w ith  the  asp ira tions  o f  the 
peop le , seize the  op p ortun ities  and  m ake new  achievem ents in  such 
relations.

W e m ust increase p o litica l trust betw een  the m ainland  and  Taiw an, 
and  re in fo rc e  the  co m m o n  p o litic a l fo u n d a tio n  o f  the  tw o  sides, 
w hich  are critica l fo r  m ainta in ing  the  peaceful developm ent o f  cross- 
Straits re lations. Sooner o r  la ter we w ill have to  reso lve  the  p o litica l 
disputes that have lo n g  existed  in  cross-Straits re la tions  ra ther than  
leave them  to  later generations. W e have stated several tim es that we 
w ou ld  like  to  h o ld  consultations on  an equal fo o tin g  w ith  Taiw an  on  
cross-Straits p o litica l issues w ith in  the  fram ew ork  o f  “ one  C h in a，’’ 
and  m ake fa ir and  reasonable arrangem ents. T h e  heads o f  responsible  
departm ents from  b oth  sides can m eet and  exchange view s o n  m atters 
concern ing  cross-Straits relations.

B o th  econom ies are parts o f  the  overa ll econom y  o f  the  Chinese 
nation . In  the  new  era o f  the  A sia  Pacific  econom ic  developm ent, the
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two sides can better m eet challenges th rough  enhanced  cooperation . 
We m ust im p rove  the  systems o f  cross-Straits econom ic  cooperation  
w hile attaching  m ore  im portance  to  p ro m o tin g  industria l cooperation .

(October 6, 2013)

N otes

1 The “three direct links” are direct links in transportation, postal matters and

trade across the Taiwan Straits.



Handle Cross-Straits Relations in the 
Overall Interests of the Chinese Nation*

June 13, 2013

O v e r  the  past five  years, thanks to  the  concerted  e ffo rts  o f  the 
tw o  p arties, tw o  sides and  p eop le  fro m  b o th  sides o f  the  Taiw an  
Straits, we have opened  a righ t path  and m ade im p ortan t progress in  
the  peaceful deve lopm ent o f  cross-Straits re la tions. U n d e r the  new  
circum stances, the  C P C  C entral C om m ittee  w ill continue  to  fo llo w  its 
established  polic ies  and  com m it its e lf to  con so lid a tin g  and  push ing  
forw ard  the trend  o f  peaceful developm ent o f  cross-Straits relations 
and b rin g in g  benefits to  the people  and  the  Chinese  nation  as a w hole. 
I  hope  b o th  parties and  b oth  sides w ill continue  to  enhance m utual 
tru s t, m a in ta in  co n stru c tive  in te ra c tio n  and  stead ily  p ro m o te  the  
com prehensive  developm ent o f  cross-Straits re lations, strengthen  the 
found ation s  fo r  peaceful deve lopm ent, unite  w ith  a ll the  people  on  
the tw o  sides o f  the Straits and w ork  co llabora tive ly  tow ards the great 
renew al o f  the  Chinese  nation . .

A t  present, cross-Straits relations are at a new  starting  p o in t, and 
we are all facing  im p ortan t opportun ities. W e should  carefu lly  sum  up 
o u r experience, have a clear understanding  o f  the  changing  situation  
and  m ake responses accordingly, resolutely  fo llo w  the  path  o f  peace
fu l d eve lop m en t o f  cross-Straits re la tion s, con so lida te  and  fu rth e r 
develop  o u r p o litica l, econom ic, cu ltu ral and social foundations, and 
b rin g  about fresh  achievem ents in  cross-Straits relations.

F irs t, we m ust firm ly  handle  cross-Straits re lations  in  the  overa ll 
interests o f  the Chinese  nation . W e are com m itted  to  safeguarding  the

* Main points of the talk with Wu Po-hsiung, honorary chairman of the Kuomintang of 
China, and his delegation.
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fundam ental interests o f  the  Chinese  nation  and  the  com m on  in te r
ests o f  all sons and  daughters o f  C h ina , in c lu d in g  ou r Taiw an  com pa
trio ts . In  addressing  the  general p ictu re  o f  cross-Straits re lations  in  
the overa ll interests o f  the  C hinese  n ation , the  m ost im p o rtan t and 
m ost fundam ental th in g  to  do  is to  m aintain  C h ina5s sovereignty and  
te rrito ria l in tegrity . A lth o u g h  the  m ainland  and  Taiw an  are yet to  be 
reunited, they b elong  to  one  and same C h ina , w hich  is an in d iv is ib le  
w hole . T h e  K uo m in tan g  and  the  C P C  have  every  reason  to  u p h o ld  
the one-C hina  stance and  w o rk  together to  m ainta in  the  one-C hina  
fram ew ork. I  hope  b o th  parties w ill, disp laying  a responsible  attitude  
fo r  h is to ry  and  the  peop le , p u t the  ove ra ll interests o f  the  C hinese  
nation  above  all else, keep in  m in d  the  ove ra ll p ictu re  o f  the  peace
fu l developm ent o f  cross-Straits re lations  and  m ove  those  re lations  
steadily forw ard  in  the rig h t d irection .

Second, we m ust handle  cross-Straits re lations  on  the  basis o f  a 
clear understanding  o f  the  trend  o f  h istory. T h e  great renewal o f  the 
Chinese nation  has never been  closer thanks to  the  tireless e ffo rts  o f  
all the sons and  daughters o f  C hina . W e shou ld  view  fro m  the  h igh  
grou n d  the  great trend  o f  h is to ry  w ith  changing  tim es and  the  rise  
o f  the  Chinese  n ation , and realize  that the  peaceful developm ent o f  
cross-Straits re la tions  has becom e  p art and  parce l o f  C h in a ^  great 
renewal. W e should  break  away from  outdated  perceptions, and  iden
tify  this renew al as the  com m on  goal. T h is  has becom e  a p reva ilin g  
trend  o f  developm ent in  cross-Straits relations. W e should  determ ine  
o u r ow n  road  m ap  fo r  con tin ued  progress  in  accordance  w ith  this. 
B oth  parties should  take national renewal and  the  peopled  w ellbeing  as 
the ir bounden  duty, prom ote  u n ity  and cooperation  am ong  com patri
ots as belonging  to  the same fam ily, p o o l the w isdom  and strength  o f  
the Chinese people  o n  b oth  sides o f  the Straits, and w ork  to  heal the 
historica l traum a th rough  w ork in g  together tow ards national renew al, 
thus w ritin g  a sh in ing  page in  C hina^  jou rney  tow ards prosperity.

T h ird , we m ust strengthen  m utual trust and  constructive  in terac
tions, seek com m on  g ro u n d  w h ile  rese rving  differences, and  devote  
ourselves to  pragm atic  progress. T h e  key to  increasing  m utual trust
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lies in  reaching  a clearer com m on  understanding  o f  an identical stance 
on  the  p rin c ip a l issue o f  u p h o ld in g  and  conso lidating  the one-China  
fram ew ork . C o n stru c tive  in te raction s  m ean  enhanced  com m unica
tio n , con su lta tion s  o n  an  equal basis, m eeting  each o th e r halfw ay, 
m utual release o f  g o o d w ill, effo rts  to  cherish  the hard-w on  peaceful 
developm ent o f  cross-Straits re lations, and  the  so lv in g  o f  outstanding  
problem s  in  a fa ir and  reasonable  way. Seeking com m on  grou n d  w hile  
rese rving  differences  dem ands that b oth  sides give  fu ll p lay  to  their 
p o litica l w isdom , reach  and expand  a consensus fo r  enhancing  cross- 
Straits re lations, and p ro p e rly  handle  and  co n tro l the ir differences in  
the sp irit o f  sharing  and  m utual assistance, as passengers in  the same 
boat. Pragm atic progress requires that the  tw o  sides adopt a dow n-to- 
earth  approach, proceed  from  rea lity  and go  fo r  steady and  increm en
tal progress, never sh rink ing  fro m  d ifficu lties , never being  th row n  o ff  
balance b y  in te rrup tio n s , and  being  on  guard  against retrogression. A s  
cross-Straits relations have entered  a new  phase o f  conso lidation  and 
deepening, it  is all the m ore  necessary fo r  the tw o  sides to  keep a p osi
tive  and  enterp ris ing  sp irit, and  to  face and  overcom e  d ifficu lties  on  
the  road  to  progress w ith  greater courage  and  determ ination . I  hope  
the tw o  sides w ill w o rk  together to  make even greater achievem ents in  
cross-Straits relations, w hile  expanding  steadily the  scope o f  peaceful 
developm ent o f  such relations.

F o u rth , we m ust firm ly  prom ote  the com prehensive  developm ent 
o f  cross-Straits relations. A b o ve  all，we m ust w ork  hard  to  keep cross- 
Straits relations stable. Forces and activities fo r  “ Taiw an  independence”  
rem ain  a real threat to  the  peace o f  the Taiw an  Straits. I t  is therefore  
incum bent upon  us to  oppose  and  contain  any rhe to ric  o r  m ove  fo r 
“ Taiw an  independence”  w ith o u t any  com prom ise . O n  the  basis o f  
ove ra ll stab ility  in  the  Straits, there  can  be a broad  scope fo r  cross- 
Straits  exchanges and  co o p e ra tio n  in  va rio u s  fie lds. T h e  tw o  sides 
should  take m ore  positive  steps to  stim ulate the ir econom ic, scientific, 
tech n o log ica l, cu ltu ra l and  educational coop era tio n , p ro v id e  greater 
p o lic y  su p p o rt, and  o ffe r  s till m o re  co n ve n ie n t fa c ilitie s , so as to  
expand  the  scope and  texture  o f  coop era tio n , and  thereby  generate
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even greater benefits. W e m ust endeavor to  enhance the w ellbeing  o f  
the people  o n  b o th  sides o f  the  Straits. AU  o f  them  are entitled  to  
the fru its  o f  the  peaceful developm ent o f  cross-Straits relations. W e 
should  help  them , w hile  w o rk in g  to  expand  th e ir com m on  interests 
and p ro m o tin g  C hinese  cu ltu re , cu ltiva te  a deeper sense o f  cross-
Straits community o f  com m on destiny， strengthen their national pride

and rea ffirm  the ir com m on  com m itm ent to  C h in a^  rejuvenation.



Together Fulfill the Chinese Dream 
of National Rejuvenation*

February 18, 2014

D istingu ished  H o n o ra ry  C hairm an  L ien  Chan  and  M adam e L ien , 
D ear friends from  all w alks o f  life  in  Taiw an,

G o o d  a fte rn o o n ! I  am  d e lig h te d  to  m eet C h a irm a n  L ie n  and 
o th e r frien ds, o ld  and  new, r ig h t after the  S p rin g  Festiva l. Y o u  are 
the  firs t Taiw anese  guests I  have  m et since  the  b e g in n in g  o f  this 
year, the  Year o f  the  H orse . F irs t o f  a ll, I  w ou ld  like  to  extend  m y 
w arm  w elcom e  to  you . I  w ish  you  all a happy  N e w  Year and  every  
success!

C h a irm a n  L ie n  and  I  have  m et severa l tim es, and  w e  are o ld  
friends  now. H e  has deep feelings fo r  o u r m otherland , and  has lon g  
been an advocate  o f  cross-Straits relations and has done  a great deal 
fo r  the  re juven ation  o f  the  C hinese  n ation . I  grea tly  appreciate  his 
dedication.

A  w hole  year’s w ork  depends on  a goods start in  the  spring. Last
year, C hairm an  L ien  and oth er friends  also paid  us a v is it at the  begin- 
n in g  o f  sp rin g , setting  a favorab le  course  fo r  the  d eve lop m en t o f  
cross-S tra its  re la tion s  in  the  year. P rogress  in  o u r re la tio n sh ip  has 
been o f  great benefit to  the  people  o f  b oth  sides, as w ell as o ffe rin g  
fu rth e r potentia l fo r  developm ent. T h is  year, we hope  that b oth  sides 
can w o rk  toge th e r on  the  basis that we are one  fam ily , seize every  
o p p o rtu n ity  that presents itse lf, and  m ake a concerted  e ffo rt to  make 
fu rth e r progress in  the peaceful developm ent o f  cross-Straits relations

* Speech deUvered when receiving Lien Chan, honorary chairman of the Kuomintang 
of China, and his delegation.
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and b rin g  m ore  benefits  to  the  people  o n  b o th  sides o f  the  Taiw an  

Straits.
T h an k  yo u , C h a irm a n  L ie n , fo r  the  g o o d  p o in ts  yo u  have  just 

raised on  the  subject o f  cross-Straits re lations, w hich  are ve ry  en light
ening to  m e. Y o u  are representatives o f  all circles in  Taiw an; and  I  
w ould  like  to  have a heart-to-heart ta lk  w ith  you .

D ue  to  h is to ry  and  present circum stances, there  are m any th o rn y  
problem s fo r  the  m om ent betw een  o u r tw o  sides, b u t this w ill pass, 
fo r we are b o th  d o in g  o u r best to  so lve  them , and  to  ensure  that 
they do  n ot adversely affect ou r re lationsh ip , o u r cooperation , o r  ou r 
exchanges. M eanw hile, the  people  on  b o th  sides o f  the Straits are one 
fam ily w ith  shared b lo o d , cu lture, bonds, and  aspirations, all o f  w hich
serve as an im portant force for prornoting ouf mutual undefstanding

and com m on  progress.
F irs t, we are one  fam ily , and  n o  one  can  ever cut the  veins  that 

connect us. I  am  im pressed  b y  o u r com p atrio ts  in  Taiw an  fo r  th e ir 
w orship  o f  the ancestors, the ir love  fo r the hom eland, and their hones
ty, frankness, diligence  and  hard  w o rk . T h e  closeness betw een  us is 
rooted  in  ou r b lo o d , ou r h isto ry  and culture. W e all believe that Chinese 
on  b o th  sides o f  the  T aiw an  Straits  are m em bers  o f  one  C hinese  
nation, and we all in h e rit and  pass on  Chinese culture. D u rin g  the 50
years when Taiwan was occupied by the Japanese aggressors， our fellow

"Taiwanese maintaiiicd a strong sense o f  national consciousness 汪 nd

deep feelings fo r Chinese  culture, regarding  them selves first and fo re
m ost as m em bers o f  the Chinese nation. Such consciousness and feel
ings are inherent and  natural, and can never be erased.

L o o k in g  back  o n  the  h is to ry  o f  Taiw an  and  that o f  cross-Straits 
re lations, I  have com e  to  a clear understand ing  that n o  m atter w hat 
tria ls  and  h ard sh ip s  T a iw an  has exp erien ced , and  n o  m atte r w h at 
vicissitudes  cross-Straits re lations  have  been  th ro u g h , the  hearts o f  
the people  o n  b o th  sides o f  the  Straits rem ain  in  accord  w ith  each 
other, and  the people  o n  b o th  sides always show  concern  fo r and  help  
each other. I t  is a sim ple  tru th  that b lo o d  is th icke r than  w ater. A il 
Taiwanese are o u r kinsm en, in c lud in g  the  descendants o f  those  w ho
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crossed  the dangerous “ B lack  D itc h ’’2 hundreds o f  years ago  to  seek a 
new  life  in  Taiw an, and those w h o  m igrated  to  Taiw an  a few  decades 
ago. W e share orig ins  and  ancestors, and  we are one  close fam ily. To  
strengthen  these ties has been  o u r com m on  asp iration , and  n o  force  
on  earth  can  sever the  b on d  betw een  us.

Second, people  on  b o th  sides o f  the Straits share the same destiny, 
and  there  is no  kn o t that cannot be unraveled. D espite  the Straits that 
separate us geographically, we share the same destiny. A  great Chinese 
n a tio n  w ill be a b lessing  fo r  a ll C hinese, w h ile  a w eak  and  d iv id ed  
one  w ill be disastrous. A fte r  experiencing  so m any tw ists and  turns in  
m odern  tim es, we all have a deep understanding  o f  this.

A  hundred  and  tw enty  years ago  C h ina  was a w eak coun try , and 
the  Japanese  aggressors to o k  advantage  o f  th is  to  occu p y  Taiw an. 
T h is  was a traum atic  experience  fo r  all Chinese  people  o n  b o th  sides 
o f  the  Straits. In  the  b itte r years w hen  Taiw an  was und er Japanese 
occupation , coundess Taiw anese  com patrio ts  shed th e ir b lo o d , and  
m any  la id  dow n  th e ir lives, p ro v in g  they  w ere  inseparable  m em bers 
o f  the  extended  fa m ily  o f  the  C hinese  n a tio n . F o r  m o re  than  six  
decades now , a lth o u g h  the  tw o  sides have  yet to  be  re u n ite d , we 
b e lon g  to  one  co u n try  and  the  same n ation  — a fact that has never 
ch a n g e d , n o r  w ill e ve r change  in  the  fu tu re . T h e  b lo o d  o f  the  
C hinese  nation  flow s  in  every  one  o f  us, and ours is fo reve r the  soul 
o f  the  C hinese  nation . s

D u e  to  th e ir h is to rica l su ffe rin g  and  the  d istin ct social e n v iro n 
m ent in  w hich  they have lived , the  people  o f  Taiw an  have the ir ow n  
m indset. T h e y  bear p a rticu la r h is to rica l scars, they  are eager to  be 
m asters o f  th e ir ow n  destiny, they  cherish  th e ir estab lished  socia l 
systems and  w ay o f  life , and  they  w ish  to  live  a stable and  happy  life . 
P uttin g  ourselves in  the ir place, we can fu lly  understand  th e ir feelings.

W e  id e n tify  w ith  o u r  co m p a trio ts  in  T aiw an  in  te rm s  o f  th e ir 
historical traum a, fo r it is a shared traum a o f  all sons and daughters o f  
the  Chinese  nation . W ith  the advent o f  the new  era, it  has becom e  a 
com m on  goal cherished by  each one  o f  us on  both  sides o f  the Straits 
to  becom e  a d ign ified  Chinese and a helm sm an  o f  his ow n  destiny.
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Fam ily  affection  heals traum a, and  sincerity  leads to  realistic so lu
tions to  problem s. W e have no  lack o f  patience, and  have confidence  
aplenty. Fam ily  affection  cannot o n ly  heal w ounds, relieve  pain , and 
unlock  hearts, b u t help  achieve m utual affin ity. W e respect the social 
system  and  the  w ay o f  life  chosen  b y  the  p eop le  o f  T a iw an , and  
w ould  also like  them  to  be first in  sharing  the  opportun ities  b rought 
by the m ain land ’s developm ent. N o n e  o f  us can choose  o u r h istory, 
but we can all seize the  m om ent and  create a better future.

T h ird , the  p eop le  o n  b o th  sides o f  the  Straits  sh ou ld  jo in  o u r 
efforts  in  p ro m o tin g  peaceful cross-Straits relations. O ve r the past five  
years o r  m ore, we have together chosen  the path  o f  peaceful develop- 
m ent in  cross-Straits relations. A s  a result we have broken  new  grou n d， 
to  the benefit o f  all concerned. Facts have proved  that this is the righ t 
path , lead ing  to  peace, com m on  deve lopm ent, national re juvenation  
and m utual benefit. T h e  tw o  sides should  elim inate  all obstacles, and 
advance along  this path  firm ly , step by  step, and w ith  fu ll confidence.

T h e  cu rre n t peacefu l d eve lop m en t o f  cross-S tra its  re la tion s  is 
beneficial to  b oth  sides, and  no  one  wants to  reverse such a favorable  
trend. F o r this reason, the tw o  sides m ust consolidate  and h o ld  fast to  
ou r com m on  foundation  o f  the “ 1992  Consensus” 3 and ou r opposi- 
tion  to  “ Taiw an  independence，’’ and be fu lly  aware o f  the im portance  
o f  m ainta in in g  the  one-C hina  fram ew ork. Such  a fou n d a tion  is the  
anchor fo r  cross-Straits relations. O n ly  w hen  o u r vessel is at anchor 
w ill we be able to  “ sit tigh t on  the fish ing  boat despite the ris ing  w ind  
and surging  waves/J A s  lo n g  as a so lid  found ation  is m aintained, the 
prospects fo r  cross-Straits relations w ill continue  to  grow  brighter. I f  
the foundation  is jeopardized, the relations w ill go  back to  turbulence  
and instability. O n ly  recendy, a consensus was reached at a m eeting  o f  
the heads o f  departm ents in  charge o f  cross-Straits affairs from  both  
sides w hich  is conducive  to  the all-round  developm ent o f  cross-Straits 
relations.

A s  far as any sign ificant p o litica l differences between  the m ainland  
and  Taiw an  are con cern ed , we are w illin g  to  con duct consu ltations  
w ith  the  people  o f  T aiw an , based o n  equality  w ith in  the  one-C hina
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fram ew ork , and  com e  to  reasonable  arrangem ents. W e are ready to 
com m unicate  w ith  the people  o f  Taiw an  on  any and every subject. N ot 
every  p rob lem  has an ideal so lu tion , but w here  there  is com m unica
tio n , there  is hope, and, as a saying goes, uFaith  can m ove  m ountains.,> 
I  believe  that the people  o f  C hina  on  both  sides o f  the Straits have the 
w isdom  to  find  the rig h t approach  to  the problem s  between us.

<cW h en  everybody  adds w ood  to  the fire , the  flam es rise  h igh .,> We 
in v ite  m ore  o f  o u r com patrio ts  in  Taiw an  to  w o rk  together w ith  us. 
L et us make a concerted  e ffo rt, w ork  out effective  m ethods, and p oo l 
all o f  o u r w isdom  and  strength  so as to  consolidate  and  expand  the 
peaceful deve lopm ent o f  cross-Straits re lations, tran sfo rm  this  goal 
in to  an irresistib le  h isto ric  trend , and b rin g  the  benefits to  the  general 
p ub lic  in  Taiw an, and in  particu la r to  those at the grassroots. W e w ill 
w elcom e  p eop le  fro m  Taiw an  and  treat them  equa lly  and  w ith o u t 
d isc rim in a tio n , regardless o f  w hatever stance they  m igh t p revious ly  
have taken, to  b oost the  peaceful deve lopm ent o f  cross-Straits rela
tions.

F o u rth , the  people  o f  the  tw o  sides sh ou ld  w o rk  hand  in  hand  
tow ards the  Chinese  D ream , the rejuvenation  o f  the  Chinese  nation. 
These  w ere the  long-cherished  wishes o f  D r  Sun  Yat-sen4: to  achieve 
the  re juvenation  o f  the C hinese  n ation , to  realize  the  greatness and 
p ro s p e rity  o f  C h in a , and  to  ensure  the  happ iness  o f  the  C hinese  
people . These  have also been  the  long-cherished  wishes o f  all C P C  
m em bers  and  a ll the  C hinese  p eop le  since  the  adven t o f  m o d ern  
tim es. T h e  Chinese  D ream  is a v iv id  expression  o f  this w ish.

Ju st as C hairm an  L ien  has said, the Chinese D ream  is closely relat
ed to  Taiw an^ future. I t  is a dream  shared by  b oth  sides o f  the Straits 
that can o n ly  be rea lized  th ro ugh  jo in t e ffo rt. A s  a saying  goes, uI f  
brothers  are o f  the same m ind , the ir edge can cut through  m etal.,,s T he  
people  o f  both  sides o f  the Straits, regardless o f  the ir parties, social 
strata, re lig ion s, o r loca lities, shou ld  support each oth er in  achieving  
national rejuvenation  and the Chinese  D ream  as qu ick ly  as possible.

W e treat the  people  o f  Taiw an  in  a ll sincerity, and  we are open  
to  advice  fro m  all sides. W e w ill do  o u r best to  deal p ro p e rly  w ith
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any m atter con ce rn in g  the  w ellbe ing  o f  o u r com patrio ts  in  Taiw an, 
the peaceful deve lop m en t o f  cross-Straits re la tions, and  the  ove ra ll 
interests o f  the  Chinese  nation . W e w ill do  ou r best to  ensure that the 
people o f  Taiw an  b en efit fro m  the  peaceful deve lopm ent o f  cross- 
Straits relations, and  to  ensure that all Chinese  people  live  a better life .

E n jo y  you r stay here! T h an k  you!

N otes

1 In 1895, China was defeated in the Sino-Japanese War, and was forced to sign
the Treaty o f Shimonoseki, ceding to Japan Taiwan and the Penghu Islands, which 
were returned to China after Japans unconditional surrender in 1945 at the end o f 
World W ar II.

2 This refers to the Taiwan Straits. Early immigrants to Taiwan from the main
land o f China mostly chose to cross the Straits via the Penghu water area, where sea 
currents were swift and shipwrecks frequent. Since the sea water looked dark, and 
the journey was perilous, the immigrants called this area the Black Ditch.

3 The “1992 Consensus” refers to an oral agreement reached at a November

1992 meeting between the Association for Relations Across the Taiwan Stxaits (AR- 
ATS) and the Straits Exchange Foundation (SEF). The meeting discussed how to 
express the one-China principle in negotiations on general affairs, and agreed that 
both sides would follow the one-China principle, each with its respective interpreta
tion.

4 Sun Yat-sen (1866-1925), also known as Sun Wen and Sun Zhongshan, was 
revered as a great national hero, a patriot, and a forerunner o f the Chinese demo
cratic revolution. He put forward the political philosophy known as the Three
Principles o f  the People” 一  nationalism, democracy and the people’s livelihood He

was the first to call for the revival o f the Chinese nation, and under his leadership,
the rule o f  absolute monarchy that had lasted for thousands o f years in China was
finaHy ended by the Revolution o f 1911. Later, with the help o f the CPC, the Com 
munist Party o f the Soviet Union and Vladim ir Lenin, Sun Yat-sen reorganized the 
Kuomintang, adopted the <4New Three Principles o f the People>, -  which consisted 
o f ^alliance with the Soviets, alliance with the Communist Party o f China and help
ing the farmers and workers^ -  established cooperation between the Kuom intang 
and the Communists, and advanced the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal democratic 
revolution in China.

5 T h e  Book of Changes (Y i Jin£), also known as I Ching.



Take On the Task of 
Expanding Cross-Straits Relations and 

Achieving National Rejuvenation*

May 7, 2014

T h e  peaceful d eve lop m en t o f  cross-Straits re la tions  is a choice  
m ade by  the people  on  b oth  sides o f  the  Taiw an  Straits in  accordance 
w ith  the h istorica l trend. A s  lo n g  as we stick  to  the  idea  that we are 
one  fam ily, put ourselves in  each oth e rs  shoes and  treat one  another 
w ith  all sincerity, there  are n o  hard  feelings w hich  cannot be rem oved  
and  n o  d ifficu lties  w hich  cannot be overcom e  between  us.

T h e  overa ll situation  o f  the peaceful developm ent o f  cross-Straits 
relations is stable and  can stand the  test o f  any sto rm . In  general, ou r 
relations have been im p ro v in g  ove r the decades, w hich  is a re flection  
o f  the trend  o f  h istory, despite the occasional ups and dow ns. Peace
fu l deve lop m en t is the  co m m o n  asp ira tion  o f  the  p eop le  o n  b o th  
sides o f  the Straits, and  it  brings  benefits to  b o th  sides. W e w ill n ot 
change o u r policies  o r m easures fo r  p ro m o tin g  peaceful cross-Straits 
re lations, abandon  the  pragm atic  measures o f  p ro m o tin g  cross-Straits 
exchanges, coop era tion  and  m utua lly  benefic ia l results, dam pen  ou r 
enthusiasm  fo r u n itin g  w ith  o u r Taiw an  com patrio ts  in  m aking  p ro g
ress, o r  w aver in  o u r o p p ositio n  to  any scheme o f  ''T a iw an  indepen
dence. W e sincerely  hope  that o u r Taiw an  com patrio ts  can  enjoy  a 
peaceful and happy life  in  a stable society w ith  sustainable econom ic  
grow th  and im p roved  w ellbeing.

D e ve lo p in g  p eacefu l cross-S tra its  re la tio n s  is  a lo n g -te rm  and  
arduous task that calls fo r deeper m utual trust between  the tw o  sides.

* Main points of the talk with James Soong Chu-yu, chairman of Taiwan^ People First 
Party, and his delegation.
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M utual trust leads to  so lutions  to  m any d iffic u lt problem s. W e m ust
create the conditions for expanding contacts in various fields among

people  fro m  aU w alks o f  Ufe on  b o th  sides o f  the  Straits, increase  
face-to-face  and  h e a rt-to -h e a rt c o m m u n ic a tio n , enhance  m u tu a l 
understanding  and  close the  psycholog ical gap  between  the tw o  sides.

T he  prospects fo r peaceful developm ent o f  cross-Straits relations 
are broad  and p rom ising , and  continuous  effo rts  need to  be m ade to  
expand  them . B rin g in g  the  com prehensive  re fo rm  to  a h igh er leve l 
and op en in g  w id er to  the  outside  w o rld  b y  the  m ain land  w ill give  a 
strong  m om entum  and  favorable  cond itions  fo r  cross-Straits econom 
ic  cooperation . E co n o m ic  in tegration  is conducive  to  m utual benefits, 
so it  should  n ot be disturbed  at any tim e  o r  in  any circum stances. W e 
w ill try  to  gain  an in-depth  know ledge  o f  the real needs o f  ord inary, 
especially grassroots, Taiw an  people , and  take positive  and  effective  
measures to  take care o f  disadvantaged  groups, so that m ore  Taiw an  
com patrio ts  can b en efit fro m  cross-Straits econom ic  exchanges and  

cooperation.
T h e  yo u n g er gen e ra tion  is entrusted  w ith  the  fu tu re  o f  cross- 

Straits relations. W e m ust w o rk  ou t m ore  measures and  create m ore  
o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  them  so tha t they  can  have  m o re  con tacts  and  
com m unication , perceive  the  trend  o f  peaceful developm ent o f  cross- 
Straits relations and  that o f  the great renew al o f  the  Chinese  nation , 
so as to  enable  them  to  assum e the  re sp o n s ib ilitie s  o f  e xp an d in g
cross-Straits relations and  achieving  the  re juvenation  o f  the  Chinese

nation  in  the future.
We hope that the People First Party will adhere to the “one China”

stand, con tinue  its  o p p o s itio n  to  any schem e o f  ^Taiw an  indep en 
dence,5, firm ly  m aintain  the  overa ll situation  o f  peaceful developm ent 
o f  cross-Straits re la tion s, and  p ro m o te  the  o ve ra ll interests o f  the  
Chinese  nation  together w ith  people  fro m  all walks o f  life  in  Taiw an.
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Strengthen the Foundation for 
Pursuing Peaceful Development*

January 28 , 2 0 1 3

T o  pursue  peaceful developm ent in  keeping  w ith  the developm ent 
trend  o f  the  tim es and  C h in a ^  fundam enta l interests  is a strategic 
choice  m ade b y  o u r Party. W e shou ld , under the  guidance  o f  D eng  
X ia o p in g  T h eory, the im p ortan t thought o f  the  T hree  Represents and 
the Scientific  O u tlo o k  on  D eve lopm ent, enhance ou r strategic th in k
ing  and confidence, and  better balance C h in a^  overa ll dom estic  and 
in ternational interests. W e should  pursue  m utually  beneficial deve lop
m ent featuring  openness and  cooperation , develop  C hina  b y  securing  
a peaceful in te rn a tion a l environ m en t and, at the  same tim e, u p h o ld  
and prom ote  w orld  peace th rough  ou r ow n  developm ent. W e should  
continuously  im p ro ve  C h in a ’s overa ll national strength, make sure that 
the people  share the  benefits o f  peaceful developm ent, and con so li
date the m aterial and social foundations  fo r  pursu ing  peaceful devel
opm ent.

T h e  Chinese  nation  loves peace. T o  abolish  w ar and  achieve peace 
has been the m ost pressing  and p ro fo u n d  asp iration  o f  the  Chinese  
people  since the  advent o f  m odern  tim es. P ursu ing  peaceful deve l
opm ent is w hat the  fine  trad itiona l Chinese  culture  calls fo r, and it  is 
a natural choice  m ade b y  the  C hinese  people  w h o  have suffered  so 
m uch  in  m odern  tim es. W ith  the agon izin g  sufferings in flic ted  by  w ar 
etched in  o u r m em ory, we Chinese  cherish  peace and  stability. W h at 
we abhor is turbulence, w hat we w ant is stab ility  and  w hat we hope  to  
see is w orld  peace.

* Main points of the speech at the third group study session of the Political Bureau of 
the 18th CPC Central Committee which X i presided over.
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O u r  p u rs u it o f  p eace fu l d e ve lo p m e n t was n o t an  easy-go in g  
process. R ather, this p ursu it was m ade possible  thanks to  the C P C ^  
arduous quest and endeavors since the fou n d in g  o f  the  P R C  in  1949 
and , in  p a rticu la r, to  the  in tro d u c tio n  o f  the  re fo rm  and  opening- 
up  in itia tive  in  1978. O u r  P arty  has always upheld  peace and  never 
w avered  in  this com m itm ent. O v e r the years, we have put forw ard  and 
adhered  to  the  Five  P rincip les  o f  Peaceful Coexistence, and  adopted  
and  fo llo w ed  an independent fo re ign  p o lic y  o f  peace. A n d  we have 
m ade  a so lem n  pledge  to  the  w h o le  w o rld  tha t we w ill never seek 
hegem ony  o r  com m it any act o f  expansion, and  that C h ina  is and w ill 
rem ain  a staunch force  fo r  u p h o ld in g  w orld  peace. W e rem ain  true  to  
these com m itm ents  and  we rem ain  firm  in  h o n o rin g  them .

T h e  C P C  p u t fo rw a rd  at its  18th  N a tio n a l C on gress  the  T w o  
C entenary  G oals. W e have also p u t forw ard  the goal o f  achieving  the 
Chinese  D ream  -  the  re juvenation  o f  the Chinese  nation . T o  realize  
these goals, we need  a peaceful in te rn a tio n a l en v iron m en t. N e ith e r 
C h ina  n o r the rest o f  the  w orld  can develop  w ith ou t peace, n o r can 
they  en jo y  las tin g  peace w ith o u t d eve lop m en t. W e  m ust seize  the  
o p p o rtu n ity  and ru n  o u r ow n  affairs w ell so as to  m ake o u r coun try  
stronger and  m ore  prosperous, and  ou r people  lead  a better life . T h is  
w ill enable us to  pursue  peaceful developm ent by  re ly in g  on  ou r grow - 
in g  strength.

<cT h e  tide  o f  h is to ry  is m ighty. T hose  w h o  fo llo w  it  w ill prosper,
w h ile  those  w h o  resist it  w ill p erish .”  L o o k in g  back  o n  h is to ry , we
can see that those w h o  launched  aggression  o r  sought expansion  by  
force  all ended  in  failure. T h is  is a law  o f  history. A  prosperous  and 
stable w orld  provides  C hina  w ith  op p ortun ities, and  C h in a^  deve lop
m ent also offers  an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  the w orld  as a w hole . W hether we 
w ill succeed in  ou r pursu it o f  peaceful developm ent to  a large  extent 
hinges on  w hether we can tu rn  opportun ities  in  the  rest o f  the w orld
in to  C h in a ’s o p p o rtu n itie s  and  C h in a ’s o p p o rtu n itie s  in to  those  fo r
the rest o f  the w orld  so that C hina  and other countries can engage in  
sound  in teractions  and  m ake  m utua lly  benefic ia l progress. W e m ust
act in  keeping  w ith  C h in a ’s national cond itions  and  stick  to  o u r ow n
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path. A t  the same tim e, we should  acquire  a g loba l vis ion . In  this way, 
we can b o th  p ro m o te  C h in a ’s dom estic  deve lop m en t and open  the  
country  w ider to  the  outside  w orld  and  advance b o th  C h ina^  devel
opm ent and the developm ent o f  the  w o rld  as a w hole , as w ell as the 
interests o f  b oth  the  Chinese  people  and  oth er peoples. In  this way, 
we can co n tin u o u s ly  expand  m u tu a lly  b en e fic ia l co o p e ra tio n  w ith  
other countries, be active ly  in vo lve d  in  in te rn a tion a l affairs, address 
global challenges togeth er w ith  oth e r coun tries, and  con trib u te  o u r 
share to  global developm ent.

W h ile  pursuing  peaceful developm ent, we w ill never sacrifice ou r 
legitim ate  rights  and  interests o r  C h in a ’s core  interests. N o  fo re ign
country  should  expect C hina  to  trade o f f  its core  interests o r  sw allow  
bitter fru it that underm ines  C h in a^  sovereignty, security o r deve lop
m ent interests. C h in a  is p ursu in g  peaceful deve lopm ent, and  so are 
other countries. T h is  is the  sure w ay fo r  all the countries in  the w orld  
to seek com m on  deve lopm ent and  peaceful coexistence. W e should  
let the w orld  learn  m ore  about C h in a^  strategy o f  pursuing  peaceful 
developm ent and  le t the  in ternationa l com m unity  view  C hina^  devel
opm ent fo r  w hat it  is and  treat it  accord ingly. C h ina  w ill never seek 
developm ent at the expense o f  any oth er co u n try^  interests, n o r w ill 
it shift its problem s on to  others. W e w ill actively pursue  peaceful and  
com m on  deve lop m en t, u p h o ld  the  m u ltila te ra l tra d in g  system  and  
participate in  globa l econom ic  governance.



Work Together for 
Mutually Beneficial Cooperation*

June 19, 2 0 1 3  an d M ay 19, 2 0 1 4

A s  w ell as its m any im p o rtan t m issions, the  U n ited  N ations  (U N ) 
carries the  expectations o f  the  peoples o f  all countries. T h e  w orld  is 
u nd ergo in g  dram atic  and  com p lex  changes, and  it  requires the  jo in t 
e ffo rts  o f  all U N  m em ber states to  address g lo b a l issues and  chal
lenges. T h e  U N  should  grasp  the  them e o f  peace and  developm ent, 
u p h o ld  fairness and  justice, and  speak and  act justly. T h e  tim e  o f  the 
zero-sum  m entality  is past, so we should  w ork  together fo r  m utually  
benefic ia l cooperation  instead. T h e  U N  should  con trib u te  to  this.

C h ina  has set fo rth  the  Tw o  C entenary  G oals  as a grand  b lueprin t 
fo r  its future  developm ent. C h ina  needs the U N  and  the  U N  needs 
C hina. C hina  values the U N  and  w ill support it.

China's perm anent m em bership  o f  the U N  Security C oun cil entails 
n o t o n ly  p ow er b u t also  re sp o n s ib ility  th a j it  is ready  to  shou lder. 
C h ina  w ill continue  to  w o rk  fo r  the  peaceful reso lu tio n  o f  in te rn a
tional disputes and  support the U N  in  achieving  its M iU ennium  D eve l
opm ent G oals. C hina  is w illin g  to  w ork  w ith  all parties in  addressing 
clim ate  change  and  o th e r p ro b lem s, and  to  do  w h atever it  can fo r  
w orld  peace and hum an  progress.

(June 19, 2013)

Main points of talks with Ban Ki-moon, secretary-general of the UN.

274

W o r k  T o g e th e r  f o r  M u tu a l l y  b e n e f ic ia l  C o o p e r a tio n 275

II

T h e  year 2015  w ill m ark  the  70th  ann iversary  o f  v ic to ry  in  the 
W orld  A nti-F ascist W ar (1941-1945) and  the  v ic to ry  o f  the  Chinese  
People's W ar o f  Resistance A ga inst Japanese A ggression 1 (1937-1945). 
It  w ill also m ark  the  70th  anniversary o f  the  found in g  o f  the U N . T he  
w orld  com m unity  should  avail itse lf o f  this im p ortan t o p p o rtu n ity  to  
reiterate  its com m itm en t to  m ultila tera lism , safeguard  the  p rincip les  
set fo rth  in  the  U N  C h arte r and  com m it its e lf to  strengthen ing  the 
role  o f  the U N .

T h e  w o rld  com m unity  should  make concerted  effo rts  to  prom ote  
w orld  peace and  developm ent.

F irs t, seeking  p o litica l so lu tions  is the  rig h t path  to  address the
seem ingly endless sequence o f  in te rn a tion a l flashpoints. Ju st w hen  
you  press the  g o u rd  in to  the  w ater，there  floa ts  the  g o u rd  lad le .”
These  issues m ust be tackled  p ro p e rly  and  reasonably. E xe rtin g  pres
sure w on ^  w o rk , and  external m ilita ry  in te rve n tio n  w ill m ake things 
w orse. B o th  the  U N  and  the  rest o f  the  in te rn a tio n a l co m m u n ity  
should  adhere to  p o litica l solutions to  all conflicts.

S eco n d , the  w o rld  c o m m u n ity  sh o u ld  adhere  to  the  g o a l o f  
com m on  developm ent. T h e  U N  should  play  its p o litica l and  c o o rd i
nating  ro le , and  e xp lo it its m ora l advantage. I t  shou ld  fo rm u late  its 
post-2015  D eve lop m en t A genda  w ith  p o ve rty  a llevia tion  at its core  
to  achieve sustainable grow th . C hina  wishes every  success fo r  the  U N  
Clim ate  Sum m it in  Septem ber.

T h ird , the  U N  shou ld  play a lead ing  ro le  in  in te rnationa l affairs. 
R egard ing  the  fig h t against te rro rism , the  U N  shou ld  play  a b igge r
ro le  b y  p ro m o tin g  clea r-cu t c rite ria  o f  r ig h t  and  w ro n g  so as to

advance the figh t against te rro rism  o f  all form s. I t  should  also serve 
as the  m ain  ch an n e l in  p ro te c tin g  c yb e r secu rity , advocate  ru les , 
sovereignty  and  transparency in  this regard , respect the concerns o f  
d iffe re n t co u n trie s  o ve r in fo rm a tio n  safety, and  achieve  co m m o n  
m anagem ent. C h ina  w ill continue  to  firm ly  support the U N .

(M ay 19} 2014)
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N o tes

1 The W ar o f Resistance Against Japanese Aggression refers to a war against 
JapanJs imperialist invasion that lasted from  the September 18th Incident in 1931 
until September 1945. Through the advocacy o f the Communist Party o f China, the 
war was waged under the banner o f the Chinese united front against Japanese ag
gression, and involved KM T-CPC cooperation. It was an im portant battlefield dur
ing W orld W ar I I  and one o f the major theaters in the East. The war was the first 
complete victory achieved by the Chinese people against foreign aggression since 
the Opium  Wars in the mid-19th century. It  also made a significant contribution to 
overall victory in W orld W ar I I  (known in China as the W orld Anti-Fascist War).

2 A  traditional Chinese saying that means ^tackling one problem only to find an
other emerging/J -  Tr.

Follow a Sensible, Coordinated and 
Balanced Approach to Nuclear Security*

M arch 24 , 2 0 1 4

Y o u r E xce llency  P rim e  M inister M ark  Rutte,
D ear colleagues,

Today, we are m eeting  here at T h e  H ague  fo r  an im p ortan t discus
sion  on  ways to  enhance nuclear security. F irst o f  all, I  w ish  to  express 
heartfe lt thanks to  P rim e  M in ister Rutte  and  the D utch  governm ent 
fo r  the  active  e ffo rts  and  considerate  arrangem ents they  have m ade 
fo r this sum m it.

D u rin g  the  2 0 th  ce n tu ry , the  d is c o v e ry  o f  the  atom  and  the  
subsequent developm ent and  u tiliza tio n  o f  nuclear energy gave new  
im petus to  the progress o f  hum anity  and  gready  enhanced  ou r ab ility  
to  understand  and shape the w orld . Y et the developm ent o f  nuclear 
energy has its associated risks and challenges. T o  m ake better use o f  
nuclear energy and  achieve greater progress, m ankind  m ust be able to  
respond  to  various  nuclear security challenges and  ensure the  safety 
o f  nuclear m aterials and facilities.

D ear colleagues,
E n han cin g  nuclear security is a never-ending  process. A s  lo n g  as 

we continue  to  tap  nuclear energy, we m ust m ainta in  o u r e ffo rts  in  
enhancing  nuclear security. F ro m  W ashington  D C  in  2010  to  Seoul 
in  2012  and to  T h e  H ague  today, the N uclear Security Sum m it (NSS) 
has the great resp on sib ility  o f  b u ild in g  in ternationa l consensus in  this 
regard  and  deepening  nuclear security effo rts . W e m ust take a sensible,

* Speech at the Nuclear Security Summit in The Hague, the Netherlands.
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coord inated  and balanced  approach  to  nuclear security and  keep it  on  
the track  o f  sound  and  sustainable developm ent.

F irst, we should  place equal em phasis on  developm ent and  secu
rity , and  d e ve lo p  n uc lear e n e rgy  o n  the  prem ise  o f  security. T h e  
peaceful use o f  nuclear energy  is im p ortan t fo r ensuring  energy secu
rity  and  tack ling  clim ate  change. L ike  P rom etheus w h o  gave  fire  to 
hum anity, the peaceful use o f  nuclear energy has sparked  a flam e  o f  
hope  and  opened  up  a b righ t future  fo r  m ankind. B u t w ith ou t effec
tive  safeguards fo r  nuclear safety and  w ith o u t an adequate response 
to  the potentia l security risks o f  nuclear m aterials and  facilities, such a 
b righ t future  w ill be overshadow ed  by  dark  clouds o r  even  by  nuclear 
disaster. T h ere fore , we m ust strictly  abide by  the p rin c ip le  o f  m aking  
safety the top  p rio rity  i f  we are to  keep the flam e  o f  hope  fo r  nuclear 
energy  developm ent burn ing .

W e m ust fo llo w  the approach  o f  enhancing  security fo r  the sake 
o f  deve lopm ent and p ro m o tin g  developm ent by  u p h o ld in g  security, 
and  b rin g  the  goals o f  deve lopm ent and  security  in  alignm ent w ith  
each other. W e m ust con vin ce  the  governm ents  and  nuclear pow er 
com pan ies  o f  a ll co u n trie s  tha t d e ve lo p in g  n uc lear en e rgy  at the  
expense o f  security can neither be sustainable n o r b rin g  real develop
m ent. O n ly  b y  ado p tin g  cred ib le  steps and  safeguards can  we keep 
risks under effective  co n tro l and develop  nuclear energy  in  a sustain
able way. 3 •

S econd , we sh ou ld  place  equal em phasis o n  rig h ts  and  o b lig a 
tions, and  push  forw ard  the  in te rnationa l nuclear security process on  
the basis o f  respecting  the rights  and  interests o f  all countries. N o th 
in g  can be accom plished  w ith o u t norm s  and  standards. A ll countries 
sh o u ld  earnestly  fu lf ill th e ir o b lig a tio n s  u n d e r in te rn a tio n a l lega l 
instrum ents  re la ting  to  nuclear security, fu lly  im p lem ent the relevant 
U N  Security  C ou n cil resolutions, consolidate  and strengthen  the exist
in g  legal fram ew ork  g o ve rn in g  nuclear security, and  p ro v id e  in s titu 
tio n a l su p p ort and  u n ive rsa lly  accepted  gu ide lines  fo r  in te rn a tion a l 
effo rts  to  enhance nuclear security. C hina  hopes that m ore  countries 
w ill consider ra tify in g  the C o n ve n tio n  on  the Physical P ro tection  o f
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N uclear M aterial and  its  am endm ent, and  the  In te rn a tion a l C onven
tion  fo r the  Suppression  o f  A cts  o f  N uclear T erro rism .

C ountries  d iffe r in  national con d ition s  and  in  the  status o f  the ir 
nuclear pow er developm ent, and  the nuclear security challenges they 
face also  va ry  fro m  one  to  another. A s  the  saying  goes, yo u  need  
(Afferent keys to  open  d iffe ren t locks. W^hile stressing the im portance  
o f  co u n trie s  h o n o rin g  th e ir  in te rn a tio n a l o b lig a tio n s , w e  sh o u ld  
respect th e ir r ig h t to  ado pt nuclear security  p o lic ies  and  m easures 
best suited  to  the ir specific  cond itions  as w ell as th e ir rig h t to  protect 
sensitive  nuclear security  in fo rm a tio n . W e sh ou ld  adopt a fa ir and  
p ragm atic  attitu d e , and  advance  the  in te rn a tio n a l nuclear security  
process in  an active  yet p rudent m anner.

T h ird , we should  place equal em phasis on  independent and collab-
om tive  e ffo rts，and  seek universal nuclear security  th rough  m utually

beneficial cooperation . N uclear security is firs t and forem ost a nation 
al g o a l, and  the  p rim a ry  re sp o n s ib ility  m ust be  b o rn e  b y  n ation a l 
governm ents. T h ey  m ust understand  and  fu lfill th e ir responsib ilities, 
deve lop  a stro n ge r awareness o f  nuclear security, fos te r a nuclear 
security  cu ltu re , strengthen  in s titu tio n s , and  enhance  tech n o log ica l 
capacity. T h is  is the  responsib le  th in g  to  do  n o t o n ly  fo r  th e ir ow n
sake but also fo r  the go od  o f  the w orld  as a w hole.

N uclear security is also a globa l endeavor. T h e  am ount o f  w ater a 
barre l can h o ld  is determ ined  b y  its shortest stave. T h e  loss o f  nuclear 
m aterial in  one  cou n try  can  be a threat to  the w hole  w orld . A  concert
ed, g lo b a l e ffo rt  is th e re fo re  requ ired  to  achieve  un ive rsa l nuclear 
security. W e m ust b rin g  m ore  countries in to  the  in ternational nuclear 
security process and  try  to  tu rn  it  in to  a globa l undertaking , so that all 
w ill contribute  to  and  benefit fro m  it. W e should  strengthen  exchang
es to  learn  from  each oth er and  share experiences, and  im prove  coor-
d ination  between  the  relevant m ultilateral m echanism s and  in itiatives.

A lth o u g h  the starting  Une m ay be d iffe ren t fo r  d iffe ren t countries, we 
should  make sure that n o  one  falls beh ind  in  this com m on  endeavor.

F ou rth , we should  place equal em phasis o n  treating  sym ptom s and 
addressing  causes, and  advance  the  nuclear security  endeavor in  all
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respects w ith  the goal o f  rem ovin g  the associated risks at the ro o t. The  
issue o f  nuclear security has m any dim ensions, fro m  exercising  sound 
and effective  m anagem ent to  develop ing  advanced  and  secure nuclear 
energy technologies and to  dealing  w ith  nuclear te rro rism  and  nuclear 
p ro life ra tio n . T o  elim inate  the  potentia l risks o f  nuclear security and 
nuclear p ro life ra tio n  in  a d irect and  effective  way, we m ust im p rove  
re le va n t p o lic ie s  and  m easures, deve lop  m o d e rn , lo w -ris k  nuclear 
energy technologies, m aintain  balanced  supply and dem and  o f  nuclear 
m aterials, strengthen  n on -p ro life ra tion  effo rts  and e xp o rt co n tro l, and 
step up  in ternational cooperation  against nuclear te rro rism .

B u t m ore  im p o rtan tly , we m ust tackle  the  ro o t  causes. W e need 
to  foster a peaceful and  stable in te rnationa l environ m en t, encourage  
h a rm o n io u s  and  frie n d ly  re la tion s  betw een  cou n tries , and  con du ct 
exchanges am ong  d iffe re n t civ iU zation s  in  an am icab le  and  open- 
m in ded  m anner. T h is  is the  o n ly  w ay to  tackle  the  ro o t  causes o f  
nuclear te rro rism  and  n uclear p ro life ra tio n , and  to  achieve  lastin g  
security and  developm ent o f  nuclear energy.

D ear colleagues,
C h ina  gives top  p rio rity  to  nuclear security in  the  peaceful use o f  

nuclear energy, and manages nuclear m aterials and  faciUties in  accor
dance w ith  the highest standards. C hina  has m aintained  a go o d  record  
o f  nuclear security in  the past 50 years and  m ore.

A c c o rd in g  to  D u tc h  p h ilo so p h e r E rasrjius, p re ve n tio n  is b ette r 
than  cure. T h e  h o rrific  nuclear accidents o f  the past few  years have 
ru n g  the alarm  bell fo r all o f  us, and  we m ust do  w hatever we can to  
prevent a recurrence  o f  past tragedies.

A s  a p re c a u tio n a ry  step, C h in a  has tig h te n ed  n u c le a r secu rity  
m easures across the  board . W e have  m ade great e ffo rts  to  im p ro ve  
o u r tech n o logy  and em ergency response, and conducted  com prehen
sive security  checks on  nuclear facilities  across the  c o u n try  to  make 
sure that a ll nuclear m aterials and  facilities  are placed  under effective  
safeguards. W e have adopted  and  im p lem ented  a m edium - and  lo n g 
te rm  p ro g ra m  o n  nuclear security  and  im p ro ve d  the  re levan t legal 
fram ew ork, and  we are in  the  process o f  d ra ftin g  nationa l regulations
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w ith  a view  to  p u ttin g  o u r nuclear security  endeavors on  an in s titu 
tional and  legal foo tin g .

C h ina  is actively  p ro m o tin g  in te rnation a l cooperation  o n  nuclear 
security, beginn ing  w ith  the C enter o f  Excellence  on  N uclear Security, 
a jo in t project between C hina  and the U nited  States. C onstruction  o f  
the Center is w ell under way. I t  w ill contribute  to  technical exchanges 
and cooperation  o n  nuclear security in  the region  and beyond. C hina  
has also launched  a num ber o f  cooperation  projects w ith  Russia and 
K azakhstan  to  com bat illic it  tra ffick in g  o f  nuclear m aterials. C h ina  
su p p orts  the  e ffo rts  to  reduce  to  a m in im u m  the  use o f  h ig h ly-  
enriched  uranium  (H E U ) w hen  econom ically  and technologically  feasi
ble, and  is help ing  G hana  convert an H E U -fu e led  research reactor to  
one using  low -enrichm ent uranium  w ith in  the IA E A  fram ew ork. China  
has also made con tributions  to  the  IA E A  N uclear Security Fund , and
helped enhance the nuclear security capability o f  A sia  Pacific countries

through  hosting  tra in ing  sessions and  a variety  o f  other ways.
D ear colleagues,
W h ere  lig h t inches fo rw a rd , darkness retreats. T h e  m ore  we do  

to  enhance nuclear security, the few er op p ortun ities  we w ill o ffe r to  
terrorists. T o  achieve  lasting  nuclear security, C h ina  w ill continue  its 
effo rts  in  the fo llo w in g  areas:

F irs t, C h ina  w ill stay firm ly  com m itted  to  strengthen ing  its  ow n  
nuclear security  capability. W e w ill continue  to  enhance the  g o ve rn 
m ents  regu la to ry  capacity, increase  investm ents  in  re levant tech n o
log ica l developm ent and  hum an  resources, and  foster and develop  a 
nuclear security culture.

Second, C h ina  w ill stay firm ly  com m itted  to  b u ild in g  an in te rna
tiona l nuclear security  system . W e w ill w o rk  w ith  oth er countries  to  
b u ild  an in te rn a tion a l nuclear security  system  featu ring  fairness and  
m utually  beneficial cooperation , and  encourage  countries to  share the 
fru its  o f  the  peaceful use o f  nuclear energy.

T h ird , C h in a  w ill stay firm ly  com m itted  to  su p p o rtin g  in te rn a 
tiona l cooperation  on  nuclear security. W e stand ready to  share tech-
nology， experience，resources and p la tfo rm s  to  prom ote  regional and
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in ternationa l nuclear security cooperation . C hina  supports the IA E ^ s  
leading  ro le  and encourages it  to  help  deve lop ing  countries b u ild  their 
nuclear security capacity. C hina  w ill continue  to  take an active  part in  
nuclear security activities, and  in v ite  the IA E A  to  conduct an In te rna
tiona l Physical P rotection  A d v is o ry  Service.

F o u rth , C h in a  w ill stay firm ly  com m itted  to  u p h o ld in g  reg ional 
and  g lo b a l peace and  stab ility. W e w ill con tin ue  to  pursue  peaceful 
developm ent and  m utually  beneficial cooperation , handle  differences 
and  disputes th rough  equality-based  dialogue  and  frie n d ly  consu lta
tions, and  w ork  w ith  all oth er countries to  rem ove  the ro o t causes o f  
nuclear te rro rism  and  nuclear p ro life ra tion .

D ear colleagues,
T o  strengthen  n uclear secu rity  is o u r shared  co m m itm en t and  

com m on  responsib ility. L et us w o rk  together so that the  people  o f  the 
w hole  w orld  w ill have m ore  confidence  in  lasting  nuclear security and 
the benefits nuclear energy  brings  them .

T h an k  you! *

Exchanges and Mutual Learning 
Make Civilizations Richer and More Colorful

M arch 2 7 , 2 0 1 4

C iviliza tion s  becom e  richer and  m ore  c o lo rfu l th rough  exchanges 
and m utual learn ing , w hich  fo rm  an im p ortan t drive r fo r  hum an  p ro g
ress and global peace and  developm ent.

T o  prom ote  exchanges and m utual learn ing  am ong  c iv iliza tion s  we 
m ust adopt a correct approach  w ith  som e im p ortan t princip les. They, 
in  m y  view , contain  the  fo llow in g :

F irst, c iv iliza tion s  com e  in  d iffe ren t co lo rs, and such diversity  has 
made exchanges and  m utual learn ing  am ong  c iv iliza tion s  relevant and
valuable. Just as the  sun light has seven co lo rs, o u r w orld  is a place o f
d azzling  colors. A  c iv iliza tio n  is the  co llective  m em ory  o f  a cou n try  
o r  a nation . T h ro u g h o u t h istory, m ankind  has created and developed  
m any c o lo rfu l c iv iliza tio n s , fro m  the  earliest days o f  p rim itive  h un t
in g  to  the p eriod  o f  agricu lture , and fro m  b o o m in g  industria l revo lu 
tio n  to  the in fo rm a tio n  society. T ogether, they present a m agnificent 
genetic m ap o f  the  exciting  m arch  o f  hum an  c iviliza tions.

UA  single  flow er does n ot m ake sp ring , w hile  one  hundred  flo w 
ers in  fu ll blossom  b rin g  spring  to  the garden/5 I f  there  were o n ly  one  
k in d  o f  flow er in  the  w o rld , people  w ou ld  fin d  it  b o rin g  n o  m atter 
how  beautifu l it  was. Be  it  Chinese  c iv iliza tio n  o r  other c iv iliza tion s  in  
the w o rld , they are all fru its  o f  hum an  progress.

I  have  v is ite d  the  L o u v re  M useum  in  F ran ce  and  the  Palace  
M useum  in  C h in a , b o th  o f  w h ich  house  m illio n s  o f  art treasures. 
T h ey  are attractive  because they present the richness o f  diverse  c iv i
liza tio n s . E xchanges  and  m utual lea rn in g  am ong  c iv iliza tio n s  m ust

* Part of the speech at the UNESCO Headquarters.
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n o t be b u ilt o n  the  exclusive  praise  o r  b e littlin g  o f  one  particu lar 
civiH zation. A s  early as ove r 2,000  years ago, the Chinese  people  came

to  recogn ize  that “ it  is natura l fo r  th ings  to  be d iffe re n t.” 1 G reater
exchanges and  m utual lea rn in g  am ong  c iv iliza tion s  can fu rth e r enrich

the  colors  o f  various  c iv iliza tion s  and the cu ltu ral life  o f  people  and
open  up  still greater alternatives in  the future.

S e co n d , c iv iliz a t io n s  are  e q u a l, and  such  e q u a lity  has m ade 
exchanges  and  m u tu a l le a rn in g  am o n g  c iv iliz a tio n s  p o ss ib le . A ll 
hum an  c iv iliza tion s  are equal in  value, and they aU have the ir respec
tive  strengths and weaknesses. N o  c iv iliza tio n  is perfect on  the planet. 
N o r  is it  devo id  o f  m erit. N o  single  c iv iliza tio n  can be judged  superior 
to  another.

I  have visited  m any places in  the w orld . W h at interested  m e m ost 
d u rin g  the  trips  was to  learn  about d iffe rin g  c iv iliza tio n s  across the 
five  con tin en ts , w h at m akes them  d iffe re n t and  u n iqu e , h o w  th e ir 
people  th in k  about the w orld  and life  and w hat they h o ld  dear. I  have 
visited  C hichen  Itza , a w in dow  on  the ancient M aya c iv iliza tio n , and 
the  C entra l A sian  c ity  o f  Sam arkand, an ico n  o f  the  ancient Islam ic  
c iv iliza tio n . I t  is m y  keenly fe lt con vic tion  that an attitude  o f  equality 
and m odesty is required  i f  one  wants to  tru ly  understand  various c iv i
lizations. T aking  a condescending  attitude  tow ards a civiU zation  cannot 
help  anyone  to  appreciate  its essence, and  m ay risk  an tagon izing  it. 
B oth  h is to ry  and  reality  show  that pridp  and prejudice  are'the  biggest 
obstacles to  exchanges and  m utual learn ing  am ong  c iviliza tions.

T h ird , c iv iliza tion s  are inclusive , and such inclusiveness has given  
exchanges and  m utual le a rn in g  am ong  c iv iliza tio n s  the  im petus  to  
m ove  forw ard . T h e  ocean  is vast because it  refuses n o  rivers. A ll c iv ili
zations  are crystalUzations o f  m ankind's dlHgence and  w isdom . E ve ry  
c iv iliza tio n  is unique. C op yin g  oth er c iv iliza tion s  b lin d ly  o r  m echani
cally  is like  cutting  one's toes to  fit one's shoes -  im possib le  and h igh ly  
detrim ental. A ll achievem ents o f  c iv iliza tion s  deserve  o u r respect and 
m ust be cherished.

H is to ry  proves  that o n ly  b y  in te ra ctin g  w ith  and  lea rn in g  from  
others can a civiH zation  enjoy  fu ll vitaUty. I f  d l c iv iliza tion s  are in c lu 
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sive， the so-called “ clash  o f  c iv iliza tio n s ”  can  be  avo ided  and  the

harniony o f  civilizations will becom e reality; as a Chinese saying goes, 

<4Radish or cabbage, each to his own delight.
H a v i n g  g o n e  t h r o u g h  o v e r  5 , 0 0 0  y e a r s  o f  v i c i s s i t u d e s ,  t h e  C h i n e s e

civilization has always kept to  its original ro o t. A s  an ico n ，it contains

t h e  m o s t  p r o f o u n d  p u r s u i t s  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  n a t i o n  a n d  p r o v i d e s  i t  

w i t h  a b u n d a n t  n o u r i s h m e n t  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  D e r i v i n g  

f r o m  C h i n e s e  s o U ,  i t  h a s  c o m e  t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  f o r m  t h r o u g h  c o n s t a n t

exchanges w ith  and  learn ing  fro m  oth er civiliza tions.
I n  t h e  2 n d  c e n t u r y  B C ,  C h i n a  s t a r t e d  t h e  S i l k  R o a d 2 l e a d i n g  t o  

t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n s .  I n  1 3 8  B C  a n d  1 1 9  B C ,  E n v o y  Z h a n g  Q i a n 3 o f  

t h e  H a n  D y n a s t y  ( 2 0 6  B C - A D  2 2 0 )  m a d e  t w o  t r i p s  t o  t h o s e  r e g i o n s ,  

d i s s e m i n a t i n g  C h i n e s e  c u l t u r e  a n d  b r i n g i n g  i n t o  C h i n a  g r a p e s ,  a l f a l f a ,  

p o m e g r a n a t e s ,  f l a x ,  s e s a m e  a n d  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s .

During the W estern  H an  D ynasty  ( 2 0 6  BC-AD 2 5 ) ， C hina’s

merchant fleets sailed as far as India and Sri Lanka where they traded

C h i n a ^  s i l k  f o r  c o l o r e d  g l a z e ,  p e a r l s  a n d  o t h e r  p r o d u c t s .

T h e  T a n g  D y n a s t y  ( 6 1 8 - 9 0 7 )  s a w  d y n a m i c  i n t e r a c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  

C h i n a  a n d  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  H i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s  r e v e a l  t h a t  C h i n a  

e x c h a n g e d  e n v o y s  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  7 0  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  C h a n g  a n ,  t h e  

c a p i t a l  o f  T a n g ,  b u s t l e d  w i t h  e n v o y s ,  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  

o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  E x c h a n g e s  o f  s u c h  a  m a g n i t u d e  h e l p e d  s p r e a d  

C h i n e s e  c u l t u r e  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  i n t r o d u c e  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  

a n d  p r o d u c t s  t o  C h i n a .

D u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 5 t h  c e n t u r y ,  Z h e n g  H e 4 ,  a  f a m o u s  n a v i g a t o r  o f  

t h e  M i n g  D y n a s t y  ( 1 3 6 8 - 1 6 4 4 ) ,  m a d e  s e v e n  e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  W e s t 

e r n  S e a s ,  r e a c h i n g  m a n y  S o u t h e a s t  A s i a n  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  e v e n  K e n y a  o n  

t h e  e a s t e r n  c o a s t  o f  A f r i c a ,  l e a v i n g  b e h i n d  m a n y  s t o r i e s  o f  f r i e n d l y  

e x c h a n g e s  b e t w e e n  C h i n a  a n d  c o u n t r i e s  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e .

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  M i n g  a n d  e a r l y  Q i n g  ( 1 6 4 4 - 1 9 1 1 )  d y n a s t i e s ,  t h e  

C h i n e s e  p e o p l e  b e g a n  t o  a c c e s s  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  

t h r o u g h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  E u r o p e a n  k n o w l e d g e  i n  t h e  r e a l m s  o f  

a s t r o n o m y ,  m e d i c i n e ,  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  g e o m e t r y  a n d  g e o g r a p h y ,  w h i c h  

h e l p e d  b r o a d e n  t h e  h o r i z o n  o f  C h i n e s e  p e o p l e .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  e x c h a n g e s
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and m utual lea rn in g  betw een  C hinese  c iv iliza tio n  and  oth e r c iv iliza 
tions becam e m ore  frequent. N aturally, there  w ere con flicts , frictions, 
b ew ild e rm e n t and  d e n ia l, b u t the  m o re  d o m in a n t features o f  the 
p eriod  w ere learn ing , digestion , in tegra tion  and  inn ova tion .

B u d d h ism  o rig in a te d  in  ancient In d ia . A fte r  it  was b ro u g h t to 
C h in a , the  re lig io n  w ent th ro u g h  an extended  p e rio d  o f  integrated  
d e ve lo p m e n t w ith  the  in d ig e n o u s  C o n fu c ia n ism  and  T a o ism , and 
fin a lly  becam e B uddhism  w ith  Chinese  features, thus gready  im pacting  
the re lig ious  beliefs, philosophy, literature, art, etiquette  and custom s 
o f  C hina. X u an  Z an g5, an em inent m o n k  o f  the  Tang  D ynasty, w ho  
endured  u nto ld  sufferings as he w ent on  a p ilgrim age  to  ancient Ind ia  
fo r  B uddhist scriptures, gave fu ll expression  to  the  determ ination  and 
fo rtitu d e  o f  the  C hinese  peop le  to  learn  fro m  o th e r cultures. I  am  
sure you  have heard o f  the Chinese m ythological classical novel Journey 
to the West6 based on  his stories.

T h e  C hinese  p eo p le  e n rich e d  B u d d h ism  and  d eve lop ed  som e 
special B uddhist thoughts  in  the  lig h t o f  Chinese  cu ltu re, and  helped  
it  spread from  C hina  to  Japan , K orea , Southeast A sia  and  beyond.

O v e r  the  last 2,000  years re lig ion s  such as B ud dh ism , Is lam  and 
C h ris tia n ity  have  been  in tro d u ce d  in to  C h in a , n u rtu rin g  the  co u n 
try ^  m usic, p a in tin g  and  literatu re . China's freehand  o il p ain tin g , fo r 
instance, is an inn ova tive  com b ina tion  o f  its ow n  trad ition a l pain ting  
and  W estern  o il p a in tin g , and  the  w orks  X u  B e ih on g7 arid  oth er 
m aster p a in te rs  have  been  w id e ly  accla im ed . C h in a 's  F o u r G re a t 
In ve n tio n s  -  p ap erm akin g , gu n p o w d er, p rin tin g  and  the  com pass, 
b ro u gh t drastic changes to  the  w hole  w o rld , in c lu d in g  the  European  
Renaissance. Its  p h ilo so p h y, lite ra tu re , m ed ic ine , s ilk , p orce la in  and

tea have  been  shared  b y  the  W est and  becom e  p a rt o f  its  p eo p le ’s
life . T h e  b o o k  Travels o f Marco Polo p ro voked  w idespread  in terest in  
C hina.

I  th in k  some o f  you  m igh t be fam ilia r w ith  the  terracotta  w arriors  
and  h orses8 o f  the  Q in  D yn a s ty  (221-207  B C ), one  o f  the  e igh t 
w onders in  the  w orld . A fte r  his v is it to  the site, President C hirac  o f  
France  rem arked  that a v is it to  E g y p t w ould  n o t be com plete  w ith ou t
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seeing the pyram ids, and  that a v is it to  C h ina  w ou ld  n ot be com plete  
w ithout seeing the terracotta  w arriors  and  horses.

In  1987  th is  n ation a l treasure  was lis ted  as one  o f  U N E S C O ’s
W orld  C u ltu ra l H eritage  Sites. M any  C hinese  legacies are ranked  as 
W orld  C u ltu ra l H eritage  Sites, and  W o rld  In tan g ib le  C u ltu ra l H eritage  
Sites and are listed  o n  the  M em ory  o f  the  W o rld  Register. H ere , Fd  
like  to  express m y  heartfe lt thanks to  U N E S C O  fo r its con trib u tion  
to the preservation  and  dissem ination  o f  Chinese  c iv iliza tion .

Today, we live  in  a w orld  w ith  d iffe rent cultures, ethnic groups, skin  
colors, re lig ions  and  social systems, and  all people  on  the planet have 
becom e m em bers o f  an intim ate  com m unity  o f  shared future.

T h e  Chinese  people  have lo n g  com e  to  appreciate the  concept o f
“ harm on y  w ith o u t u n ifo rm ity .” 9 Z u o q iu  M in g ，a Chinese  h istorian

w ho  lived  2 ,500  years ago, recorded  a few  lines b y  Y an  Z i , p rim e  
m in ister o f  the  State o f  Q i d u rin g  the  S p rin g  and  A u tu m n  P eriod  
(770-476 B C ) in  Zuoys Chronicles {Zuo Zhuan)X2\ ^H arm on y  is like  cook
in g  th ick  soup. Y o u  need  w ater, fire , v in e g a r, m eat sauce, salt and  
plum  to  go  w ith  the  fish  o r meat. I t  is the same w ith  m usic. O n ly  by  
com b in in g  the  textu re , len g th , rh y th m , m o o d , tone , p itch  and  style 
adequately and  executing  them  p ro p e rly  can you  produce  an excellent 
m elody. W h o  can tolerate  soup  w ith  n o th in g  but w ater in  it? W h o  can
tolerate the  same tone  played  again  and  again  w ith  one  instrum ent?”

O n  the  p lan e t, there  are m ore  than  200  cou n tries  and  reg ions  
inhabited  by  ove r 2,500  ethn ic  groups  w ith  a m ultitude  o f  re lig ions. 
Can  we im agine  a w o rld  w ith  o n ly  one  life sty le , one  language, one  
kind  o f  m usic and  one  style o f  costum e?

V ic to r  H u g o  once  said  tha t there  was a p ro sp ect grea te r than  
the  sea -  the  sky; there  was a p ro sp ect greater than  the  sky -  the  
hum an  soul. Indeed , we need a m in d  that is broader than  the sky as 
we approach  d iffe re n t c iv iliza tio n s , w h ich  serve  as w ater, m oisten 
in g  everyth ing  silently. W e should  encourage  d iffe ren t c iv iliza tion s  to  
respect each oth er and  live  in  harm ony, so as to  tu rn  exchanges and 
m utual learn ing  between  c iv iliza tion s  in to  a bridge  p ro m o tin g  frien d
ship  betw een  peoples  a rou n d  the  w o rld , an  engine  d riv in g  hum an
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society, and a b on d  cem enting  w orld  peace. W e should  draw  wisdom  
and  nourishm ent and  seek sp iritua l support and psycholog ica l conso
lation  from  various  c iv iliza tion s, and  w o rk  together to  face dow n  the 
challenges around  the globe.

In  1987, 20  exquisite  pieces o f  colored  glaze  w ere b rou ght to  light 
fro m  an u n d e rg ro u n d  to m b  o f  Fam en  T em p le  in  S haanxi, C hina. 
T h e y  p ro ve d  to  be  B yza n tin e  and  Is la m ic  re lics  b ro u g h t to  C hina

during the Tang Dynasty. Marveling at these exotic relics, I  was struck
by  the  tho u gh t that we shou ld  appreciate  th e ir cu ltu ra l significance  
rather than  sim p ly  adm irin g  th e ir exquisiteness, and  b rin g  the ir inher
ent sp irit to  life  instead  o f  m erely  appreciating  the artistic  presentation  
o f  life  in  the past.

N o tes

1 The Mencius {Meng Zt).

The Silk Road was a trade thoroughfare on land connecting ancient China 
with South Asia, Western Asia, Europe and N orth Africa through Central Asia. The 
name derives from  the bustling trade in silk and silk products from  China to the 
western regions.

3 Zhang Qian (P-114 BC) was a minister o f the Western Han Dynasty. He was 
dispatched by Em peror W udi as an envoy to the western regions (a historical name 
specified in the Han Dynasty that referred to the regions west o f Yumen and Yang-

guan passes) in 138 BC and 119 BC, respectively， to seek alliances am ong local
ethnic groups to fight against the Xiongnu, an aggressive tribe. H is travels, as far as 
Central Asia today, tightened the ties between the central plains and the western re
gions and contributed remarkably to the opening o f the ancient Silk Road.

Zheng He (1371 or 1375-1433 or 1435) was a navigator o f the M ing Dynasty. 
He began his service at the imperial court in the early M ing Dynasty and was later 
promoted to be the Grand D irector {Taijian) o f the Directorate o f Palace Servants. 
He eventually served as chief envoy during his seven grand sea voyages between 
1405 and 1433 when he traveled to more than 30 countries and regions in Asia and 
Afnca, including Southeast Asian countries, the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea, as 
well as the East Coast o f Africa and Mecca -  the sacred place for Islamic pilgrim 
ages (Zheng He was a M uslim.). H is expeditions were dubbed Treasure Voyages, 
which greatly boosted the economic and cultural exchanges between China and 
other Asian and African countries.
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5 Xuan Zang (600 or 602-664), also known as Tang Seng, was an eminent m onk 
of the Tang Dynasty, translator o f Buddhist scriptures, and co-founder o f the V i- 
jnaptimatrata (Consciousness-only) School. He requested to take Buddhist orders 
at the age o f 13, after which time he learned from  many masters who confused him  
with different ideas, causing him  a dream o f journey to India -  the western regions. 
His dream came true in 629 (or 627) when he headed to India for the study o f Bud
dhist sutras. A fter his return to Chang^n, capital o f the Tang Dynasty, Xuan Zang 
committed himself to translating 75 Buddhist scriptures in 1,335 volumes and w rit
ing a book, Great Tang Records on the Western Regions (Da Tang X i Y u]t).

jo u rn ey to the West (X i You Ji) is a m ythical novel attributed to W u C heng^n  
(c. 1500-c. 1582), a noveUst o f the M ing Dynasty. It  recounts the legendary p il
grimage o f the Tang Dynasty m onk Tang Seng (Xuan Zang), who traveled to the 
western regions (India) to obtain sacred texts (sutras) with his three disciples, Sun 
Wukong (Monkey King), Zhu Bajie (Pig o f the Eight Prohibitions), and Sha W ujing 
(Friar Sand), and returned after many trials and much suffering subduing demons 
and monsters. It  is dubbed one o f the four great classical novels o f Chinese Utera- 
ture, the other three being Three Kingdom, Outlaws of the Marsh and A  Dream of Red 

Mansions.

7 Xu Beihong (1895-1953) was a master painter and fine arts educator.
8 Terracotta warriors and horses o f the Q in  Dynasty (221-207 BC) were archae

ological discoveries from  the mausoleum o f Em peror Yingzheng (259-210 BC), or 
the First Em peror o f Q in  -  the first to unify feudal China. They were listed as one 
o f U N E S C O ^ W orld Cultural Heritage Sites in 1987.

9 See note 10, p. 197.
10 Zuoqiu M ing (556-451 BC) was a historian in the State o f Lu during the 

Spring and Autum n Period.
11 Yan Z i (P-500 BC), also known as Yan Y ing, was a prime minister o f the State 

o f Q i during the Spring and Autum n Period.
12 Zuo's Chronicles {Zuo Zhuan), also known as Zuo's Commentary on the Spring and 

Autumn Annals, is believed to have been written by Zuoqiu Ming. Acclaimed as one
o f  the Chinese Confucian classics, it is one o f the three “commentaries” on the

Spring and Autumn Annals, along with Gongyang's Commentary on the Spring and Autumn 

Annals {Gong Yang Zhuan) and Guliangfs Commentary on the Spring and Autumn Annals 

{Gu Liang Zhuari).
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M utual understanding  is the foundation  o f  state-to-state relations. 
D eep er m utual understand ing  w ill cem ent and  broaden  the  founda
tio n  o f  o u r exchanges and  cooperation .

T h an ks  to  o ve r 30  years o f  ra p id  g ro w th  th ro u g h  re fo rm  and 
open ing  up，C h ina ’s G D P  n ow  ranks second  in  the  w orld . A s  China  
continues to  grow , som e people  start to  w orry. Som e take a dark  view  
o f  C hina  and assume that it  w ill inevitab ly  becom e  a threat as it  devel
ops fu rther. T h ey  even p ortray  C hina  as being  the te rrify in g  M ephisto  
w h o  w ill som eday suck the soul o f  the w orld . Such  absurd ity  cou ldn^  
be m ore  rid icu lous, yet som e people , regrettably, never tire  o f  preach
in g  it. T h is  shows that prejudice  is indeed  hard  to  overcom e.

A  review  o f  hum an  h is to ry  shows that w hat keeps people  apart 
are n o t m ountains, rivers  o r  oceans, but lack  o f  m utual understanding. 
A s  G o ttfrie d  W ilh e lm  L e ib n iz  once  observed, o n ly  the  sharing  o f  ou r 
talents w ill ligh t the lam p  o f  w isdom .

L et m e take this o p p o rtu n ity  to  share w ith  you  C h in a^  re fo rm  and 
developm ent, focusing  o n  its com m itm ent to  peaceful developm ent. I  
hope  this w ill help  yo u r understanding  o f  ou r country.

L o n g  ago, C h in a  m ade the  solem n  declaration  to  the  w o rld  that 
it  is com m itted  to  p ursu ing  peaceful developm ent. I t  has developed  
its e lf b y  u p h o ld in g  w o rld  peace and  m aintained  w orld  peace th rough  
developm ent. P ursu ing  peaceful developm ent is C h in a ’s response  to  
in te rn a tio n a l con cern  about the  d ire c tio n  it  is taking . M o re o ve r, it  
dem onstrates the  Chinese  peopled  confidence  in  and  com m itm ent to  
achieving  its developm ent goals. Such confidence  and com m itm ent is

* Part of the speech at the Korber Foundation, Berlin, Germany.
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rooted  in  the rich  heritage o f  Chinese c iv iliza tio n , in  o u r understand
ing  o f  cond itions  fo r achieving  its goals, and in  o u r keen appreciation  
o f  the general trend  o f  g loba l developm ent.

T h e  C h in ese  n a tio n  is  a p e a c e -lo v in g  n a tio n . A n d  the  m o st 
p ro fou nd  pursu it o f  a nation  has its o rig in  in  the  national character 
form ed  th rough  generations. T h e  Chinese  n ation , w ith  5,000  years o f  
c iv iliza tio n , has always cherished  peace. T h e  p ursu it o f  peace, am ity 
and harm on y  is an in tegra l part o f  the  Chinese  character w hich  runs 
deep in  the b lo o d  o f  the  Chinese  people. T h is  can be evidenced  by  
axiom s fro m  ancient C h ina  such as: 66A  w arlike  state, how ever b ig  it 
may be，w ill eventually perish ’’1; “ peace is o f  param ount im portance”； 
“ seek h arm on y  w ith o u t u n ifo rm ity ’’2; “ replace  w eapons o f  w ar w ith  
gifts o f  jade and silk”； “ b rin g  prosperity  to  the  nation  and security to  
the peopleJ,; ^foster friendsh ip  w ith  neighbors,>; and  ''achieve  univer
sal peace.>, These  axiom s have been passed dow n  fro m  generation  to  
generation. C hina  was lo n g  one  o f  the m ost p ow erfu l countries in  the 
w orld . Y et it  never engaged in  co lon ia lism  o r  aggression. T h e  pursu it 
o f  peaceful developm ent represents the  peace-loving  cultural trad ition  
o f  the Chinese  nation  ove r the  past centuries, a trad ition  that we have 
inherited  and  carried  forw ard .

C h ina  has set the  fo llo w in g  goals fo r  its fu tu re  developm ent: B y  
2020, it  w ill doub le  its  2010  G D P  and  p er capita  incom e  o f  urban  
and ru ra l residents and  realize  a m oderately  prosperous  society in  all 
respects; and  b y  the  m id-21st century, it  w ill have tu rned  itse lf in to  a 
m odern  socia list cou n try , prosperous, strong , dem ocratic, cu ltu ra lly  
advanced and  harm onious. W e refer to  this goal as the Chinese  D ream  
o f  the great renew al o f  the  Chinese  nation . W e w ill accelerate C h ina?s 
ove ra ll p ro sp e rity  and  raise  the  happiness in d e x  fo r  o u r 1.3  b illio n  
Chinese  people  as lo n g  as we are on  the rig h t path. Y et, it  w ill n o t be 
easy to  make this happen  fo r  every  in d iv id u a l. C onsider the  difference  
betw een  eight peop le  sharing  one  m eal and  80 o r  even  800  people  
sharing  the same m eal. N o  m atter how  b ig  the  m eal is, the ind iv id u a l 
share differs  dram atically  fo r  diners d iffe ren t in  num ber. W e are keenly 
aware that C h ina  w ill rem ain  the  w o rld s  largest deve lop in g  cou n try
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fo r  a lo n g  tim e  and that to  im p ro ve  life  fo r  its 1.3 b illio n  people  calls 
fo r  strenuous effo rts . T w o  things w ill enable C hina  to  focus on  devel- 
opm ent: a harm on ious  and  stable dom estic  environ m en t and a peace
fu l and  stable in ternationa l environm ent.

H is to ry  is the  best teacher. I t  fa ith fu lly  records  the  jou rn ey  that 
eve ry  c o u n try  has gone  th ro u g h  and  o ffe rs  gu idance  fo r  its  future  
developm ent. In  the  100 years fro m  the  O p iu m  W ar in  1840 to  the 
found in g  o f  the People’s R epublic  in  1949, C hina  was ravaged by wars, 
tu rm o il and fore ign  aggression. T o  the average Chinese, it  was a period  
o f  ordea l to o  b itte r to  reca ll. T h e  w ar o f  aggression  against C hina  
waged by  Japanese m ilita rism  alone  in flic ted  ove r 35 m illio n  Chinese 
m ilita ry  and  c iv ilia n  casualties. These  atrocities  rem ain  fresh  in  ou r 
m em ory. W e Chinese have lo n g  held  the be lie f expressed in  the m axim  
‘‘D o n ’t do  unto  others w hat you  don ’t w ant others to  do  unto  you .’’3 
C hina  needs peace as m uch  as hum an  beings need air and  plants need 
sunshine. O n ly  by  pursuing  peaceful developm ent and w ork in g  togeth- 
er w ith  all other countries to  uph o ld  w orld  peace can C hina  realize  its 
goal and make greater con tribu tions  to  the w orld  as a w hole.

D r  Sun  Yat-sen, the  p io n e e r o f  C h in a ’s dem ocra tic  re v o lu tio n ， 
had  this to  say: uT h e  trend  o f  the  w o rld  is surg ing  fo rw ard . Those  
w ho  fo llo w  the trend  w ill prosper, w hilst those w h o  g o  against it  w ill 
perish .,> H is to ry  shows that a country, fo r its prosperity, m ust recog
n ize  and  fo llo w  the u nd erly in g  trend  o f  tjie  changing  w orld /  O th e r
w ise, it  w ill be abandoned  b y  h is to ry . W h a t is the  trend  o f  tod ay^  
w orld?  T h e  answer is unequivocal. I t  is the trend  o f  peace, deve lop
m ent, coop era tion  and  m utua lly  benefic ia l progress. C h ina  does n ot 
subscribe  to  the  outdated  lo g ic  that a c o u n try  w ill in va ria b ly  seek 
hegem ony  w hen  it  grow s  strong. A re  co lon ia lism  and  hegem onism  
viab le  today? A b so lu te ly  not. T h ey  can inevitab ly  lead  to  a dead end, 
and  those  w h o  stick  to  th is  beaten  track  w ill o n ly  h it  a stone  w all. 
Peaceful d eve lop m en t is the  o n ly  a lternative . T h a t is w h y  C h in a  is 
com m itted  to  peaceful developm ent.

Facts speak louder than  w ords. O v e r the past few  decades C hina  
has consistently  fo llow ed  an independent fo re ign  p o licy  o f  peace and
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made it crystal clear that China's fore ign  poUcy is aim ed  at m aintain
ing  w o rld  peace and  p ro m o tin g  com m on  developm ent. C h ina  as 
stated on  num erous occasions that it  opposes hegem onism  and power 
poUtics in  all fo rm s, does n ot in terfere  in  the internal affairs o f  other 
countries, and w ill never seek hegem ony  o r expansion. T h is  is our 
guid ing  p rin c ip le  fo r  C hina's poU tical system , and fo r  each step we 
take M oreover, C hina  wiU  firm ly  uph o ld  its sovereignty, secunty and 
developm ent interests. N o  co u n try  should  expect C h ina  to  swa low  
any b itte r fru it that underm ines  its sovereignty, security o r eve op

m ent interests. f
In  short, China's pursu it o f  peaceful developm ent is n ot an act ot

expediency, still less d ip lom atic  rhe to ric . Rather, it  is the conclusion  
drawn  from  an objective  assessment o f  China's history, its present and 
future. I t  showcases con fidence  in  th in k in g  and readiness o r prac 
tice. A s  peaceful developm ent benefits b oth  China  and the w or as a 
w hole, we cannot th in k  o f  any reason  w hy  we should  n ot pursue this 

approach  that has proven  so effective.

N otes

' The Methods of Sima (Si M a Fa), also known as The Marshal's A r t of War is an 
ancient Chinese book on the art o f war and was used as a basic text oo 〇 

shal art training during the Song Dynasty (960-1279).

2 See note 10, p. 197.
3 See note 22, p. 198.
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Follow the Trend of the Times and 
Promote Global Peace and Development*
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D istingu ished  M r A n a to ly  V asilyevich  T orku n ov, R ecto r o f  the  
M oscow  State Institu te  o f  In te rna tion a l Relations,

The  H o n o ra b le  O lg a  G o lo d e ts , D e p u ty  P rim e  M in iste r o f  the 
Russian Federation,

D ear facu lty  m em bers and  students,

I  am  ve ry  pleased to  com e  to  the beautifu l M oscow  State Institu te  
o f  In te rna tion a l Relations today  and  m eet so m any faculty m em bers 
and students here.

T h e  M oscow  State Institu te  o f  In te rn a tio n a l R elations is a pres
tigious school o f  w orld  renow n, boasting  an outstanding  facu lty  and 
distinguished  alum ni. I  w ish  to  express m y  w arm  congratu lations  on  
the rem arkable  successes you  have achieved  in  various  fields.

Russia is a frie n d ly  n eigh bor to  C hina. M y  curren t v is it to  Russia is 
the first leg  o f  m y  firs t overseas trip  since becom ing  C h ina^  president. 
It  is also m y second  v is it to  yo u r beautifu l and  rich ly  endow ed  coun
try  in  three  years. Yesterday, I  had  fru itfu l talks w ith  President P utin , 
and together we attended  the  launch  o f  the T ourism  Year o f  C hina  in  
Russia.

T h e  m o n th  o f  M arch  m arks the  re tu rn  o f  sp rin g , a season  o f  
sow ing  and great renewal. A s  a pop u la r Chinese  saying goes, <che w ho  
hopes fo r  a g o o d  year starts p lan n in g  in  spring.^  C h in a  and  Russia, 
h avin g  taken  advantage  o f  th is  season to  p lo ugh  and  hoe  n o t o n ly  
fo r  o u r b ilateral relations but also fo r  peace and  developm ent in  the

* Speech at the Moscow State Institute of International Relations, Moscow, Russia.
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w o rld , w ill surely reap  a b um per harvest to  the  b en e fit o f  o u r two 
peoples and  those o f  other countries.

D ear faculty m em bers and students,
T h e  Institu te  o f  In te rna tion a l Relations, as an in stitu tio n  o f  higher 

lea rn in g  specia lized  in  the  study  o f  in te rn a tio n a l issues, pays close 
attention  to  the in ternationa l landscape and can appreciate  especially 
keenly  the  enorm ous  changes the  w o rld  has gone  th ro u g h  ove r the 
past decades. Indeed , we live  in  a tim e  o f  kaleidoscopic  changes that 
make the w o rld  constantly  d iffe rent.

I t  is a w o rld  w here  peace, developm ent, coopera tion  and  m utual 
benefit have becom e  the  trend  o f  the tim es. T h e  o ld  co lon ia l system  
has lo n g  since  d is in teg ra ted , and  co n fro n ta tio n s  betw een  b locs  as 
du rin g  the C o ld  W ar have lo n g  gone. N o  cou n try  o r g ro u p  o f  coun
tries can dom inate  w orld  affairs single-handedly.

I t  is a w o rld  w here  em erg ing  m arkets and  d e ve lo p in g  countries  
in  large  num bers have em barked  on  the  track  o f  fast developm ent. 
B illio n s  o f  people  are m o vin g  tow ards m odern iza tion  at an accelerat
in g  pace. M ultip le  grow th  engines have em erged  in  regions across the 
w orld . A n d  the in ternationa l balance o f  pow er continues to  evolve  in  
a d irection  favorable  fo r  peace and developm ent.

I t  is a w o rld  w here  countries  are lin ked  w ith  and  dependent on  
one  another at a leve l never seen before . M an k in d , b y  liv in g  .in  the  
same g loba l village  in  the same era w here  h isto ry  and rea lity  m eet, has 
increasingly  em erged  as a com m unity  o f  shared future  in  w hich  every
one  has in  h im se lf a little  b it o f  others.

A n d  it  is a w orld  w here  m ankind  is beset w ith  num erous d iffic u l
ties and  challenges. T h ey  range  from  the  continued  und erly in g  im pact 
o f  the in te rnationa l financia l crisis, an apparent upsurge  o f  all kinds 
o f  pro tection ism , incessant reg iona l flashpoints, ris in g  hegem onism , 
pow er p o litics  and  n eo-in tervention ism , to  a web o f  conventiona l and 
n on -co n ven tio n a l security  threats, such  as the  arm s race, te rro rism  
and  cyber security. U p h o ld in g  w o rld  peace and  p ro m o tin g  com m on  
developm ent rem ain  a lo n g  and u p h ill batde.
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We hope  that the  w o rld  w ill becom e  a better place. W e have every 
reason to  believe  that it w ill. A t  the  same tim e, we are soberly  aware 
that w hile  the  future  is b righ t, the path  lead ing  to  it  can be tortuous. 
C hernyshevsky  once  w ro te , <fiT h e  path  o f  h is to ry  is n o t paved  like  
N evsky Prospekt; it runs  across fie lds, either dusty o r  m uddy, and  cuts 
across swamps o r  forest thickets.”  Y et as show n  b y  hum anity’s prog- 
ress， h isto ry  always m oves forw ard  accord ing  to  its ow n  laws despite 
twists and turns, and  no  force  can h o ld  back its ro llin g  wheels.

T h e  tide  o f  the  w o rld  is surging  forw ard . T hose  w ho  subm it to  it 
w ill prosper and  those w ho  resist it  w ill perish . K eep ing  up  w ith  the 
tim es, one  cannot live  in  the  21st centu ry  w h ile  th in k in g  in  the  o ld  
fashion, lin ge rin g  in  the  age o f  co lon ia l expansion  o r  w ith  the zero- 
sum  m entality  o f  the  C o ld  W ar.

In  the face o f  the p ro fo u n d ly  changed  in ternationa l landscape and 
the objective  need fo r  the  w orld  to  ra lly  together like  passengers in  the 
same boat, a ll countries  shou ld  jo in  hands in  b u ild in g  a new  m odel 
o f  in te rn a tion a l re lations  featu ring  coop era tio n  and  m utual benefit, 
and a ll peoples shou ld  w o rk  together to  safeguard  w o rld  peace and 
prom ote  com m on  developm ent.

W e stand fo r  the  sharing  o f  d ign ity  by  all countries and peoples in  
the w orld . A ll countries, irrespective  o f  size, strength  and  w ealth, are 
equal. T h e  rig h t o f  the  people  to  independently  choose  the ir develop
m ent paths should  be respected, interference  in  the  in te rna l affairs o f  
other countries opposed, and  in ternationa l fairness and justice m ain
tained. O n ly  the  w earer o f  the  shoes know s i f  they  fit o r  not. O n ly  
the people  can best te ll i f  the  developm ent path  they have chosen  fo r 
the ir cou n try  suits o r  not.

W e  stand  fo r  the  sh a rin g  o f  the  fru its  o f  d e ve lo p m e n t b y  a ll 
countries and peoples. E ve ry  country, w hile  pursu ing  its ow n  develop- 
m ent，should  actively  facilitate  the  com m on  developm ent o f  all coim - 
tries. T h ere  cannot be  sustainable  deve lop m en t in  the  w o rld  w hen  
som e countries are getting  rich er and  rich er w hile  others languish  in  
p ro longed  p overty  and backwardness. O n ly  w hen  all countries achieve 
com m on  deve lopm ent can  there  be better w orldw id e  developm ent.
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Such practices as beggar-m y-neighbor, sh ifting  crises o n to  others and 
feathering  oneJs nest at the  expense o f  others are b oth  im m ora l and 
unsustainable.

W e stand fo r the  sharing  o f  security b y  all countries  and peoples. 
C o u n trie s  sh ou ld  m ake  con certed  e ffo rts  to  p ro p e rly  address the 
issues and  challenges they  face. A s  challenges o fte n  take o n  globa l 
dim ensions, there  is all the  m ore  need fo r  countries  to  take them  on  
cooperatively, tu rn in g  pressure in to  m otiva tion  and  crises in to  op p or
tunities. C o n fro n te d  w ith  com p lex  threats to  in te rn a tio n a l security, 
figh tin g  alone  o r  figh tin g  w ith  a b lin d  fa ith  in  the  use o f  force  w ill not 
get one  anyw here. T h e  o n ly  so lu tion  lies in  cooperative , collective  and 
com m on  security.

A s  the trends o f  w o rld  m u ltip o la rity  and  econom ic  g lob a liza tion  
g ro w  and  those  o f  u p h o ld in g  cu ltu ra l d ive rs ity  and  a p p ly in g  in fo r
m ation  technology  in  social life  continue  to  m ake progress, m ankind  
has never been  b etter blessed  w ith  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  tak in g  strides 
tow ards peace and  developm ent. A n d  m utually  beneficial cooperation  
provides  the o n ly  practical w ay to  achieving  such a goal.

T he  destiny o f  the  w o rld  m ust be le ft in  the  hands o f  the peoples 
o f  a ll coun tries. M atters  tha t fa ll w ith in  the  sove re ign  rig h ts  o f  a 
co u n try  shou ld  be m anaged  o n ly  b y  the  go ve rn m en t and  people  o f  
that coun try . A n d  affa irs  o f  the  w o rld  sh ou ld  be  addressed  b y  the 
g o ve rn m e n ts  and  p eop les  o f  a ll co u n trie s  th ro u g h  c o n su lta tio n .
H ere in  lies the dem ocratic  p rin c ip le  fo r  the  hand ling  o f  in ternational
affairs w hich  should  be universa lly  observed.

D ear facu lty  m em bers and  students,

Last N ovem ber，the C P C  held  its 18th  N atio na l Congress. A c c o rd 
in g  to  the  b lu e p rin t it  m apped  o u t fo r  the  c o u n try ’s d eve lop m en t
in  the  near fu tu re , C h in a  w ill doub le  its  2010  G D P  and  p er capita  
in com e  fo r  b o th  u rban  and  ru ra l residents  b y  2 02 0 , com p le te  the  
b u ild in g  o f  a m oderately  prosperous  society in  all respects w hen  the 
Party  celebrates its centenary in  2021, and  tu rn  its e lf in to  a m odern  
so c ia lis t c o u n try  tha t is  p ro sp e ro u s , s tro n g , d e m o cra tic , c u ltu ra lly  
advanced  and harm on ious  w hen  the P R C  m arks its centenary in  2049.
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A t the same tim e , we are soberly  aware tha t, as a large  d eve lop in g  
country w ith  ove r 1.3 b illio n  people , C hina  w ill encounter still greater 
and m ore  testing  challenges on  the  road  to  progress, w hich  calls fo r 
continuous and  strenuous e ffo rts  o n  o u r part i f  the goals as identified  
are to  be reached.

T he  great renew al o f  the  Chinese  nation  has becom e  the grandest 
dream  o f  the  Chinese  people  in  m odern  tim es. W e call it  the  Chinese
D ream , w ith  p ro sp e rity  fo r  the  cou n try，renew al fo r  the  n ation  and
happiness fo r  the  p eop le  as its  fun d am en ta l elem ents. C h in a  has 
always been  a peace-loving  nation . B u t it  was subjected to  a century  
o f  u n to ld  sufferings  as a resu lt o f  repeated  fo re ign  aggression  and  
dom estic tu rm o il. W e know  too  w ell the  value  o f  peace, and  the  need 
to b u ild  the  cou n try  and  im p ro ve  the  peopled  w ellbeing  in  a peaceful 
environm ent. C h in a  is com m itted  to  the  path  o f  peaceful deve lop 
m ent, dedicating  its e lf to  open , cooperative  and  m utua lly  benefic ia l 
developm ent, w hile  calling  on  all countries  to  fo llo w  this path. C hina  
always pursues a defense p o licy  that is defensive  in  nature, n ot engag
ing  in  any arm s race n o r p osing  a m ilita ry  threat to  any country. B y  
grow ing  stronger th rough  developm ent, C hina  w ill b rin g  m ore  o p p o r
tunities, ra the r than  threats, to  the  rest o f  the  w o rld . T h e  C hinese  
D ream  w hich  we cherish  w ill n ot o n ly  serve  the Chinese  people  but 
benefit people  th roughout the w orld .

I t  is hearten ing  to  see tha t, each as the  other's  largest n e igh b o r, 
C hina  and Russia enjoy  a h igh  com plem entarity  in  developm ent strat
egy. Russia has set the  goal o f  reaching  o r  approach ing  the  level o f  
the developed  countries b y  2020  in  term s o f  per capita G D P  and  is 
accelerating  its advance  in  m ateria l deve lopm ent. W e sincerely  w ish  
you  success in  achieving  yo u r goals as soon  as possible. A  strong  and 
prosperous Russia is in  the  interests o f  C h ina , and  conducive  to  peace 
and stab ility  in  the  A sia  Pacific and  the  w o rld  at large.

T h e  re la tion sh ip  betw een  C h in a  and  Russia  is one  o f  the  m ost 
im p ortan t bilateral relationships in  the  w orld . I t  is also the  best rela
tio n sh ip  betw een  m ajo r countries. A  stro n g  and  h igh -p erfo rm an ce
relationsh ip  like  this n o t o n ly  serves the  interests o f  o u r tw o  countries
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b u t also p rovid es  an im p o rta n t safeguard  fo r  m ain ta in in g  the  in ter
national strategic balance as w ell as peace and  stab ility  in  the  w orld . 
W ith  o u r consistent e ffo rts  ove r the  past 20 years and  m ore, we have 
established  a com prehensive  strategic  p artn e rsh ip  o f  c o o rd in a tio n , 
and  a re lationsh ip  that fu lly  accom m odates each o th e rs  interests and 
concerns, and  delivers tangib le  benefits to  the  tw o  peoples. W e have 
reso lved  h is to rica l b ou n d a ry  issues once  and  fo r  all and  signed  the 
T reaty  o f  G o od -n e ig h b o rlin ess  and  F rie n d ly  C o o p e ra tio n  Betw een  
the  P eop led  R e p u b lic  o f  C h in a  and  the  R ussian  F e d e ra tio n , thus 
lay ing  a so lid  fou nd ation  fo r  the  lon g-te rm  g ro w th  o f  China-Russia  
relations.

A t  present, b oth  C hina  and Russia are at a crucia l stage o f  national
r e n e w a l ,  a s  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  h a v e  e n t e r e d  a  n e w  p e r i o d  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y

p ro v is io n  o f  v ita l m utual deve lopm ent op p ortun ities  and  se rv in g  as 
p rim a ry  m utual cooperation  partners. T o  ensure continued  grow th  o f
China-Russia relations, we need to work still harder in the following
areas:

First，stay firm ly committed to building a forward-looking relation-
ship. T h at C hina  and Russia should  live  in  everlasting  am ity  and  never 
be enem ies is the  shared asp iration  o f  the  tw o  peoples. W e need to  
stand ta ll and  lo o k  far, w o rk in g  on  o u r bilateral relations w ith  a holis-

t i c  a p p r o a c h .  P r e s i d e n t  P u t i n  o n c e  s a i d ， “ R u s s i a  n e e d s  a  p r o s p e r o u s

and  stable C h in a , and  C h ina  needs a strong  ^ind successful Russia.,, 
I  cou ld  n o t agree m ore. B y  achieving  com m on  developm ent, we w ill 
give  ever broader space to  o u r com prehensive  strategic partnersh ip  o f  
co o rd in a tio n  and  p ro v id e  p ositive  energy  to  the  in te rn a tion a l o rd e r 
and  g lob a l system s in  th e ir m ovem ent tow ards greater fairness and  
ra tio n a lity . C h in a  and  Russia  w ill fo re ve r be g o o d  n e igh b o rs , g o o d  
friends  and  go o d  partners, taking  concrete  actions to  firm ly  support 
each other on  respective  core  interests, on  respective  developm ent and 
renew al, o n  fo llo w in g  the  deve lopm ent paths suited  to  o u r national 
cond itions  and  on  success in  o u r affairs and endeavors.

S econd , stay firm ly  com m itted  to  cu ltiva tin g  a coop era tive  and  
m utually  beneficial re lationship . C hina  and Russia d iffe r in  realities and
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national conditions. B y  engaging  in  close cooperation  and draw ing  on  
each otherJs strengths to  make up  fo r  respective shortcom ings, we can 
show  to  the w orld  that one  plus one  can be greater than  two. Last year, 
our two-way trade reached U S$  88.2  b illion -w orth  and there were 3.3 
m illion  visits  exchanged  betw een  o u r peoples. These  figures give  fu ll 
expression to  the enorm ous  potentia l and  broad  prospects o f  China- 
Russia relations. B ilateral cooperation  in  energy has advanced steadily. 
The  China-Russia  o il and  gas pipelines  have lo n g  since replaced  the
“Ten  Thousand  l i  Tea R oute” 1 o f  the 17th  century  as the new  “ arter- 
ies o f  the  century”  connecting  the  tw o  countries. R igh t now , we are
look in g  actively  to  b ridge  the  developm ent strategies o f  o u r respec
tive countries and regions in  an e ffo rt to  create still m ore  converging  
interests and grow th  areas in  bilateral cooperation. W e w ill expand  the 
scope o f  bilateral cooperation  from  the energy and  resources sector to  
investm ent, in frastructu re , hi-tech, finance  and  other areas, and from
trade in  goods to  jo in t R & D  and jo in t p roduction  so as to  elevate the
result-oriented  cooperation  between the tw o  countries.

T h ird , stay firm ly  com m itted  to  cem enting  the friendsh ip  between 
the tw o  peoples. A m ity  betw een  peoples h o lds  the  key to  re lations  
between countries. I t  is the peopled  deep friendsh ip  that drives state- 
to-state re lations  fo rw ard . H ere , I  w ant to  share a coup le  o f  stories 
abou t the  m utua l su p p o rt and  m u tu a l h e lp  betw een  o u r peoples. 
D u rin g  the  W ar o f  Resistance A ga in st Japanese A ggression , C aptain  
G re g o ry  K u rish e n ko  o f  the  a ir fo rce  o f  the  S oviet U n io n  cam e to  
C hina  and fough t side b y  side w ith  the  Chinese  people. H e  once  said, 
UI  feel the Chinese  peopled  sufferings as i f  I  were feeling  the suffer
ings o f  m y  ow n  m otherland/J H e  died  hero ica lly  on  Chinese  so il. T h e  
Chinese  people  never fo rge t this hero. A n  o rd in a ry  Chinese  m other 
and her son  have kept v ig il at his tom b  fo r  m ore  than  h a lf a century. 
In  2004, C hina  in vited  som e o f  the ch ild ren  traum atized  in  the  Beslan 
sch oo l hostage  in c id e n t2 to  C h in a  fo r  re h a b ilita tio n  treatm ent. T h e  
children  received  m eticulous care. T h e  head d o cto r fro m  the Russian 
side said to  the  Chinese  side, <cY o u r doctors  have given  ou r children  
such great help, and they w ill always rem em ber you /5 W hen  W enchuan
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was h it by  a devastating  earthquake  in  20083 Russia raced  against time 
to  extend  a help ing  hand, and  in v ited  the  ch ild ren  fro m  disaster areas

to  Russia’s Far East fo r  rehab ilita tion . T hree  years ago, I  saw  w ith  my 
ow n  eyes at the  O cean  C h ild re n ’s C enter in  V la d ivo s to k  the  lo v in g
care Russian  teachers show ered  on  o u r child ren . A s  we Chinese  often  
say, love  know s no  borders. These  Chinese  ch ild ren  have learned  for 
them selves the love , frien dsh ip  and  kindness o f  the  Russian  people. 
T h ere  are m any  m ore  to u ch in g  stories like  these, and  together they 
keep the tree o f  o u r friendsh ip  nourished , strong  and  evergreen.

Russia and  C h in a  each has a tim e-honored  h is to ry  and  splendid  
cu ltu re, and  cu ltu ral exchanges between  us play  an irrep laceable  role  
in  advancing  the  friendsh ip  between  the  tw o  peoples. A n c ie n t Chinese 
philosophers  such as C onfucius  and  Lao  Z i are w ell know n  in  Russia 
w h ile  Russian  cu ltu re  le ft a deep  m ark  on  the  o ld e r generations  o f  
C h inese  re vo lu tio n a rie s . E v e n  p eo p le  o f  m y  age have  read  m any  
Russian  classic m asterpieces. In  m y  you th ，I  read  the  w orks  o f  such 
Rxissian lite ra ry  giants as P ushkin , L erm on tov, 丁urgenev，D ostoyevsky， 
T o ls to y  and  C h ekhov, and  savored  the  p o w e rfu l charm  o f  Russian  
literature. I t  is n o  w onder that cu ltural exchanges between  C hina  and 
Russia enjoy fe rtile  groun d .

T h e  youth  are the  future  o f  a cou n try  and  the  future  o f  the w orld . 
T h e y  also h o ld  in  the ir hands the  future  o f  China-Russia  friendship. 
D u rin g  th is  v is it  o f  m in e , P resident P u tin  and  I  jo in tly  announced  
tha t C h in a  and  R ussia  w o u ld  h o st the  Y ea r o f  Y o u th  F rie n d sh ip  
and  Exchanges in  2014  and  2015, respectively. O n  the  Chinese  side, 
we w ill in v ite  a delegation  o f  Russian  u n ive rs ity  students, in c lu d in g  
students o f  the  M oscow  State In s titu te  o f  In te rn a tio n a l R elations, 
to  C hina . I  see in  you  som e  o f  the  best and  brigh test o f  the young  
generation  in  Russia. I  hope  that m ore  and  m ore  young  people  from  
b oth  countries w ill take ove r the  baton  o f  China-Russia  friendsh ip  by 
actively  in vo lv in g  them selves in  the cause o f  friendship .

D ear facu lty  m em bers and  students,
A s  a Russian  p rove rb  goes, <£B ig  ships saU far.,J W e also have lines 

o f  an ancient poem  w h ich  read, ^F o rg in g  ahead like  a gigantic  ship
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breaking th rough  strong  w inds and  heavy waves, I ’ll set m y  tow ering

sail to  cross the  sea w hich  raves/>4 I  am  convinced  that w ith  the  jo in t 
efforts o f  the  governm ents  and  peoples o f  o u r tw o  countries, China-
Russia relations w ill continue  to  press ahead，overcom ing  d ifficu lties，
bringing  greater benefits to  the tw o  peoples, and  m aking  ever-greater 
contributions  to  g loba l peace and  developm ent.

T hank  you .

N otes

1 The “Ten Thousand U  Tea Route” was a tea trade route stretching 13,000 km
through more than 200 cities. Opened by Shanxi businessmen from  the late M ing 
Dynasty (1368-1644) to the early Q ing Dynasty (1644-1911), it started from  Meicun 
Village at the foot o f the W uyi M ountain in Fujian Province in Southeast China, 
reached Kyakhta in Russia and from  there to St. Petersburg. It  was an im portant 
route for international txade, enjoying equal fame with the Silk Road.

2 It refers to a terrorist attack at School Num ber One in the town o f Beslan, 
North Ossetia (an autonomous republic in the N orth  Caucasus region) o f the Rus
sian Federation on September 1, 2004, resulting in more than 300 deaths.

3 The earthquake, registering 8.0 on the Richter scale, occurred at 14:28:04 China 
Standard Tim e on May 12, 2008 in Wenchuan County, Sichuan Province. The epi
center (06:08:01 UTC) was located 38° southwest o f and 11 km away from Yingxiu  
Town. As o f September 25, 2008, official figures stated that 69,227 were confirmed 
dead, 374,643 injured and 17,923 missing. The direct economic loss in the hardest- 
hit areas reached RM B 845.1 billion.

4 See note 3, p. 39.



Build a New Model of Major-Country Relationship 
Between China and the United States*

June 7, 2013

President O bam a  and  I  have just had o u r firs t m eeting. W e had a 
candid  and  in-depth  exchange  o f  view s o n  o u r respective  dom estic  
and fore ign  policies, on  b u ild in g  a new  m odel o f  m ajor-country  rela
tio n sh ip  betw een  C h in a  and  the  U n ited  States, and  on  m ajo r in te r
n ation a l and  reg iona l issues o f  m utual concern . W e have reached  a 
consensus on  m any im p ortan t issues.

I  to ld  P resident O b am a  e x p lic itly  that C h in a  w ill u n sw e rv in g ly  
fo llo w  the  path  o f  p eacefu l d e ve lo p m e n t, fu rth e r  its  re fo rm  and  
op en in g  up, strive  to  realize  the  Chinese  D ream  o f  the re juvenation  
o f  the  Chinese  n a tio n , and  p ro m o te  the  n ob le  cause o f  peace and  
developm ent o f  m ankind.

T h e  Chinese  D ream  is about m aking  ou r cou n try  prosperous  and 
strong, re v ita liz in g  the nation  and  b rin g in g  a happy  life  to  its people. 
I t  is a dream  o f  peace, developm ent, cooperation  and  m utual benefit. 
I t  has m any things in  com m on  w ith  all the beautifu l dream s, in c lud in g  
the A m erican  D ream , o f  people  all ove r the w orld .

P res iden t O b am a  and  I  b o th  m ain ta in  tha t C h in a  and  the  U S  
should  and can b u ild  a new  m odel o f  re lationsh ip  d iffe ren t fro m  the 
h is to rica l clashes and  c o n fro n ta tio n s  betw een  m ajo r pow ers, g iven  
the rap id  econom ic  g lob a liza tion  and the need fo r  all countries in  the 
w o rld  to  w ork  together. W e b oth  agreed to  m ake jo in t effo rts  to  b u ild  
a new  m odel o f  m ajor-country  re lationsh ip , respect each other, coop 
erate and seek m utual interests, and  b rin g  benefits to  o u r people  and 
the people  o f  the w orld  at large. T h e  w orld  com m unity  also expects

* Main points o f the speech when meeting the press with US President Barack Obama.
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a continuously  im p roved  and expanded  C hina-U S  re lationship . G o o d
C h in a -U S  cooperation  w ill serve as an anchor fo r  globa l stab ility  and

a booster fo r w o rld  peace.
T h e  tw o  sides agreed  to  enhance  dialogues and  com m un ication  

at all leve ls, and  con stan tly  increase  m utua l tru s t and  u nd erstand
ing. President O bam a  and  I  w ill keep in  close touch  w ith  each other 
through  exchanges o f  vis its , m eetings, te lephone  conversations  and  
letters. I  have  extended  an in v ita tio n  to  P res iden t O b am a  to  v is it  
China  at a suitable tim e  fo r  a new  rou n d  o f  m eetings and realize  an
exchange o f  visits  as soon  as possible. T h e  tw o  sides w ill act in  close
coord ination  to  m ake sure that the new  roun d  o f  China-U S  strategic 
and econom ic  dialogues, and  high-level consultations on  cu ltural and 
people-to-people  exchanges w ill achieve positive  results. T h e  Chinese  
defense m in ister and  fo re ign  m in ister w ill v is it the US  on  in v ita tion .

T h e  tw o  sides also agreed to  enhance cooperation  in  a w ide  range 
o f  areas such  as econom y, trade, energy, e n v iro n m e n t, and  cu ltu re  
and hum anities, as w ell as coop e ra tio n  am ong  d iffe re n t reg ions, so 
as to  expand  the  con ve rg in g  interests betw een  the  tw o  countries  in  
an all-round  way. W e w ill im p ro ve  and  develop  bilateral m ilita ry  rela
tions, and  b u ild  a new  m odel o f  C hina-U S  m ilita ry  re lationsh ip . W e 
w ill strengthen  c o o rd in a tio n  c o n ce rn in g  m acro-econ om ic  p o lic ies , 
expand  coop e ra tio n  in  the  process o f  o u r econ om ic  deve lop m en t, 
and  p ro m o te  rob u st, sustainable  and  balanced  econom ic  g ro w th  in  
the A sia  Pacific  reg ion  and  the  w o rld  at large.

W here  there  is a w ill there  is a way. I  am  con fiden t about the  new  
m o d e l o f  m a jo r-c o u n try  re la tio n sh ip  betw een  C h in a  and  the  U S. 
F irs t, b o th  sides have the  p o litica l w ill to  b u ild  such a re la tionsh ip . 
Second, b ilatera l coopera tion  betw een  the  tw o  countries ove r the  past 
m ore  than  40  years has la id  a so lid  fou nd ation  fo r  o u r future  co o p 
eration . T h ird , the  tw o  sides have established  m ore  than  90 m echa
nism s  fo r  h ig h -le ve l d ia logues  o n  strategy, econ om y, cu ltu re  and  
hum anities, w hich  serve  as guarantee m echanism s fo r  the  b u ild in g  o f  
the  new  m odel o f  m ajor-country  re lationsh ip . F o u rth , sister p ro v in c 
es and  states, and  sister cities to ta lin g  m ore  than  220  pairs have been



308 T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  o f  C h in a

established  betw een  the  tw o  sides; nearly  190,000  C hinese  students 
are studying  in  the  US  and  m ore  than  20,000  U S  students are study
in g  in  C h ina  -  a go o d  p u b lic  o p in io n  fou nd ation  fo r  the  b u ild in g  o f  
the  new  m odel o f  re lationsh ip . F ifth , there  is broad  scope fo r  future  
b ilateral cooperation .

T h e  b u ild in g  o f  a new  m o d e l o f  m a jo r-c o u n try  re la tio n s h ip  
between  C hina  and the  U S  is unprecedented, b u t it  wiU  be faithfuUy 
carried  out by  the tw o  sides. C hina  and the US  should  w ork  together 
to  push  fo rw a rd  the  new  m o d e l o f  m a jo r-co u n try  re la tio n sh ip  b y  
increasing  dialogues, p ro m o tin g  m utual trust, expanding  cooperation  
and  c o n tro llin g  disputes.

B o th  the  C hinese  and  A m e rica n  nations  are great n ation s, and  
b o th  peoples  are great peoples. I  believe  that, w ith  d e te rm in a tio n , 
confidence, patience  and  w isdom , the  tw o  sides w ill accom plish  ou r

goals as lo n g  as we keep the  ove ra ll situation  in  m in d  w h ile  starting
w ith  the daily  rou tine  and m aking  constant progress.

C h ina  has been a v ic tim  o f  com puter hacker attacks. A s  a defend
er o f  cyber security, C h ina  has the  same concerns as the  U S  in  this 
fie ld . T h e  tw o  sides have decided  th rough  consu ltations  to  establish  
a cyb er security  w o rk in g  team  w ith in  the  fram ew ork  o f  C hina-U S  
strategic and  security dialogues, and  to  start to  w o rk  on  the  issue as 
soon  as possible. T h e  tw o  sides should  eschew  m istrust and  engage in  
cooperation  so as to  make cyber security a new  b righ t spot in  China- 
U S  cooperation .

Build a Bridge of Friendship and 
Cooperation Across the Eurasian Continent*

A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 1 4

C hina  and  E u ro p e  m ay seem  fa r apart geographically, b u t we are 
liv in g  in  the same era and  on  the same earth. I  feel that we are as close 
to  each oth e r as neighbors. B o th  C h ina  and  E u ro p e  are in  a crucia l 
stage o f  developm ent, and  are facing  unprecedented  opportun ities  and 
challenges. I  hope  to  w ork  w ith  ou r E uropean  friends to  b u ild  a bridge  
o f  friendship  and cooperation  across the  Eurasian  continent. F o r that 
we actually need to  b u ild  fo u r bridges — fo r the peace, grow th , re fo rm  
and  progress  o f  civiU zation  -  so that the  C h in a-E U  com prehensive  
strategic partnership  w ill take on  even greater global significance.

- W e need to  b u ild  a bridge  o f  peace and  stability, lin k in g  the  tw o 
strong  forces o f  C hina  and  the  E U . Together, C hina  and  the E U  make 
up  one  tenth  o f  the  tota l area o f  the  earth , and  represent one  fou rth  
o f  the  w o rld s  p op u la tion . Together we h o ld  three  perm anent seats on  
the U n ited  N ations  Security C ou n cil. W e all need peace, m ultilateral
ism  and  dialogue, instead  o f  w ar, unilateralism  and con fron ta tion . W e 
need to  enhance com m unication  and  co o rd in a tio n  on  g lob a l issues, 
and  play a key ro le  in  safeguarding  w o rld  peace and stability. C ulture  
can spread, and  so can peaceful developm ent. C hina  stands ready to  
w o rk  w ith  the  E U  to  let the  sun light o f  peace drive  away the  shadow  
o f  w ar, and  the  b on fire  o f  prosp erity  w arm  up  the  globa l econom y  in  
the  co ld  early sp ring , and  enable all m ankind  to  em bark  on  the path  
o f  peaceful developm ent and m utually  beneficial cooperation .

- W e need to  b u ild  a bridge  o f  grow th  and prosperity  lin k in g  the 
tw o  b ig  m arkets o f  C h ina  and E urop e . C hina  and  the E U  are the  tw o

* Part o f the speech at the College o f Europe in Bruges, Belgium.
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m ost im p ortan t econom ies in  the  w o rld , accounting  fo r  one  th ird  o f 
the  g loba l econom y. W e m ust u p h o ld  open  m arkets, speed up  negotia
tions  on  investm ent agreem ents, proactive ly  exp lore  the p oss ib ility  o f  
a free trade area, and  strive  to  achieve the am bitious  goal o f  bring ing  
b ilateral trade to  US$1 trillio n -w o rth  b y  2020. W e should  also lo o k  to 
com bine  C h in a-E U  cooperation  w ith  the  in itia tive  o f  deve lop ing  the 
S ilk  R oad  E co n o m ic  B elt, so as to  integrate  the  m arket o f  A sia  and 
E u ro p e , energize  the  people , businesses, capital and  technologies o f  
A sia  and  E u ro p e , and  m ake C h in a  and  the  E U  the  tw in  engines fo r 
g loba l econom ic  grow th .

— W e need to  b u ild  a b ridge  o f  re fo rm  and  progress, lin k in g  the 
re fo rm  process in  C h in a  and  the  E U . B o th  C h in a  and  the  E U  are 
pursu in g  re fo rm s  that are unprecedented  in  hum an  h isto ry, and  both  
are sailing  uncharted  w aters. W e shou ld  enhance dialogue  and  co o p 
eration  o n  m acro  econom y, p u b lic  po licy , reg iona l deve lopm ent, ru ra l 
deve lopm ent, social w elfare  and  oth e r fields. W e need  to  respect each 
o th e r’s paths o f  re fo rm , draw  u pon  each o th e r’s re fo rm  experience, 
and  p ro m o te  w o rld  deve lopm ent and  progress  th ro u g h  o u r re fo rm  
effo rts .

— W e need to  b u ild  a bridge  o f  com m on  cu ltu ral p rosp erity  lin k 
in g  the  tw o  m ajor c iv iliza tion s  o f  C hina  and E u rop e . C h ina  represents 
in  an im p o rtan t w ay E astern  c iv iliza tio n , w h ile  E u ro p e  is the  b irth 
place  o f  W estern  c iv iliza tio n . T h e  C h ines 9  peop le  are fo n d  o f  tea, 
and  Belgians love  beer. T o  m e, the m oderate  tea d rin ke r and  passion
ate beer lo ve r represent tw o  ways o f  understanding  life  and  kn ow ing  
the  w o rld , and  I  fin d  them  equa lly  rew ard ing . W h e n  g o o d  frien ds  
get together, they m ay w ant to  d rin k  to  the ir heartsJ content to  show  
the ir friendsh ip . T h ey  m ay also choose  to  sit dow n  qu ie tly  and  d rin k  
tea w h ile  chatting  about th e ir lives. In  C h in a  we value  o u r ideal o f  
“ h arm on y  w ith ou t u n ifo rm ity .’’1 A n d  here in  the  E U  people  stress the 
need to  be “ united  in  diversity.”  L et us w ork  together fo r  all flow ers 
o f  hum an  c iv iliza tio n  to  blossom  together.

In  the  face o f  all changes in  the  in ternationa l landscape, C hina  has 
always supported  E urop ean  in tegra tion  and a b igge r ro le  in  interna-
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tional affairs fo r a united , stable and  prosperous  E U . C hina  w ill soon  
release its second  E U  p o lic y  paper to  reiterate  the  great im portance  
it places on  the E U  and  o n  its relations w ith  the  E U . Last year, C hina  
and the E U  jo in tly  form u lated  the Strategic A genda  2020  fo r China- 
E U  C o o p e ra tio n , setting  o u t a h ost o f  am b itious  goals in  nearly  a 
hundred  fie lds. T h e  tw o  sides sh ou ld  w o rk  in  con ce rt to  tu rn  the
blueprint into reality at an early date, and  strive  fo r  greater progress in

C h ina-EU  relations in  the  com ing  decade.

Notes

1 See note 10, p. 197.
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Work Together to 
Build the Silk Road Economic Belt*

S e p t e m b e r  7 ,  2 0 1 3

M ore  than  2,100  years ago  d u rin g  the H an  D ynasty  (206 B C -A D  
220), a Chinese  envoy  nam ed  Z h an g  Q ia n  was tw ice  sent to  C entral 
Asia  on  m issions o f  peace and  friendsh ip . H is  journeys  opened  the 
d o or to  frie n d ly  contacts between C hina  and C entral A sian  countries, 
and started the S ilk  Road  lin k in g  the East and  W est, A sia  and E urop e .

Shaanxi, m y  hom e  p ro v in ce , is rig h t at the  starting  p o in t o f  the 
ancient S ilk  R oad. Today, as I  stand here and  lo o k  back at h istory, I  
seem  to  hear the  cam el bells echo ing  in  the  m ounta ins  and  see the 
w isps o f  sm oke ris in g  fro m  the desert, and  this gives m e a specially 
good  feeling.

K azakhstan , located  o n  the ancient S ilk  R oad, has made an im p o r
tant con trib u tion  to  the  exchanges betw een  the  Eastern  and W estern  
c iv iliza tio n s  and  the  in te raction s  and  co o p e ra tio n  betw een  va riou s  
nations and cultures. T h is  land  has borne  w itness to  a steady stream  
o f  envoys, caravans, travelers, scholars and  artisans trave ling  between 
the East and  the  W est. T h e  exchanges and  m utual learn ing  thus m ade 
possible  the  progress o f  hum an  c iv iliza tion .

T h e  ancient c ity  o f  A lm a ty  is also o n  the  ancient S ilk  R oad. In  
A lm aty, there  is a X ia n  X in g h a i1 B ou levard , w hich  g o t its nam e from  
a true  story. A fte r  the  outbreak  o f  the  G re a t P atrio tic  W ar in  1941, 
X ia n , a renow ned  C hinese  com poser, fo u n d  his w ay to  A lm aty . B y  
then , he was w o rn  dow n  b y  p o ve rty  and  iUness and  had  n o  one  to  
tu rn  to. Fortunately, the  K azakh  com poser B akh itzhan  Baykadam ov 
took  care o f  X ia n  and  p ro vid ed  h im  w ith  the  co m fo rt o f  a hom e.

* Part o f the speech at Nazarbayev University, Astana, Kazakhstan.
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I t  was in  A lm a ty  that X ia n  com posed  his fam ous w orks: Liberation 

o f the Nation, Sacred W^ar and  Red j \ l l  over the R j^r. H e  also w rote  the 
sym phony  Amangeldy based o n  the  exp lo its  o f  the  K azakh  national 
hero. These  w orks served  as a ra lly in g  call to  figh t Fascism  and proved  
im m ensely p op u la r w ith  the  loca l people.

T h ro u gh o u t the m illenn ia , the peoples o f  various  countries along  
the  ancient S ilk  R oad  have w ritten  a chapter o f  frien dsh ip  that has 
been passed on  to  this ve ry  day. M ore  than  2,000  years o f  exchanges 
dem onstrate  that o n  the  basis o f  unity, m utual trust, equality, in c lu 
siveness, m utual lea rn in g  and  m utually  benefic ia l coop era tion , coun
tries o f  d iffe ren t races, beliefs and cu ltural backgrounds  are fu lly  able 
to  share peace and  developm ent. T h is  is the  valuable  insp ira tion  we 
have draw n  from  the ancient S ilk  Road.

O v e r the past 20  years, the relations between  C hina  and Eurasian  
countries  have g ro w n  rap id ly, and  the ancient S ilk  R oad  has gained

new  vita lity . In  a new  way, it  is liftin g  the m utually  beneficial coopera
tio n  between C hina  and  Eurasian  countries to  a fresh  height.

A  n e ig h b o r is b ette r than  a d istan t re la tive . C h in a  and  C en tra l 
A s ia n  cou n tries  are close  and  frie n d ly  n e igh b o rs . C h in a  values its 
friendsh ip  and cooperation  w ith  these countries, and  takes im p ro v in g  
these relations as a fo re ign  p o licy  p rio rity .

C h in a  s re la tio n s  w ith  the  C e n tra l A s ia n  co u n trie s  n ow  face a 
go lden  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  grow th . W e hope  to  w ork  w ith  thest countries 
to  strengthen  trust, friendsh ip  and cooperation , and p rom ote  com m on  
developm ent and  prosp erity  to  the benefit o f  all o u r peoples.

- W e should  pass on  o u r friendsh ip  from  generation  to  generation  
and  rem ain  go od  neighbors  liv in g  in  harm ony. C hina  is com m itted  to  
peaceful deve lopm ent and  an independent fo re ign  p o lic y  o f  peace. 
W e respect the developm ent paths and dom estic  and  fo re ign  policies 
pursued  independently  b y  the people  o f  every  country. W e w ill never 
in terfere  in  the in te rna l affairs o f  C entral A sian  countries. W e do  n ot 
seek to  dom inate  regional affairs o r establish  any sphere o f  influence. 
W e stand ready to  enhance consu ltation  and  coo rd in a tion  w ith  Russia 
and all C entral A sian  countries to  sustain H arm ony in  o u r region .
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- W e shou ld  firm ly  su p p ort and  trust each other and  be sincere 
and go o d  friends. R endering  each o th e r firm  sup p ort o n  m ajo r is
sues concern ing  core  interests such as sovereignty, te rrito ria l in tegrity, 
security and  stab ility  underlies C h in aJs strategic partnersh ip  w ith  the 
Central A sian  countries. W e w ill re in force  trust and  cooperation  w ith  
the C entra l A sian  countries  b ila te ra lly  and  w ith in  the  fram ew ork  o f  
the Shanghai C oopera tion  O rga n iza tio n  (SC O ) to  com bat the  three 
forces,> o f  te rro rism , separatism  and  extrem ism  as w ell as d ru g  tra f
ficking  and  organ ized  transnational crim es, and this w ill create a favor
able environ m en t fo r  p ro m o tin g  econom ic  developm ent and  im p ro v-  
ing  the w ellbeing  o f  the  people  in  this region .

- W e should  v igo rou s ly  enhance practical cooperation  and  be good  
partners o f  m utually beneficial cooperation . B oth  C hina  and  the C en
tral Asian  countries are at a crucia l stage o f  developm ent, and  we face 
unprecedented  opportun ities  and challenges. W e have all set m edium - 
to  long-term  developm ent goals based on  ou r national conditions. O u r
strategic goals are the  same — to  ensure  sustainable  and  stable eco-

nom ic  developm ent, b u ild  a prosperous and  strong  nation  and  achieve 
national revita liza tion . T here fore , we need to  enhance practical coop 
eration  across the  b oard , use o u r go od  p o litica l relations, geograph i
cal p ro x im ity  and  econom ic  com plem entarities  to  b oost sustainable 
grow th , and  b u ild  a com m unity  o f  shared interests and  m utual benefit.

- W e should  expand  regional cooperation  w ith  a m ore  open  m ind  
and broader v is io n , and  achieve jo in t progress. G lo b a l econom ic  in 
tegration  is accelerating , and  reg io n a l coop e ra tio n  is b oom in g . T h e  
Eurasian  reg ion  has a num ber o f  reg ional cooperation  organ izations. 
T he  m em bers and  observers o f  the  Eurasian  E co n o m ic  C om m un ity  
(E A E C )  and  the  S C O  are fro m  E urasia , South  A sia  and  W est A sia . 
B y  in ten sify ing  cooperation  between  the  S C O  and the  E A E C , we w ill 
create fu rth e r space fo r  developm ent.

T o  fo rge  closer econ om ic  ties, deepen  coop e ra tio n  and  expand  
developm ent space in  the  Eurasian  reg io n , we should  take an inn ova
tive  approach  and  jo in tly  b u ild  an econom ic  belt along  the  S ilk  Road. 
T h is  w ill be a great undertaking  benefitring  the  people  o f  all countries
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a long  the route. T o  tu rn  this vis io n  in to  reality, we m ay start in  specific 
areas and  connect them  ove r tim e  to  cover the w hole  region .

F irs t, we need  to  step up  p o lic y  con su lta tion . C ou n tries  should 
have fu ll discussions o n  d eve lop m en t strategies and  p o lic ies , adopt 
plans and  measures fo r advancing  regional cooperation  th rough  con
sultation  in  the sp irit o f  seeking com m on  grou n d  w hile  setting  aside 
differences, and  give  the p o licy  and  legal <cgreen  lig h tJ, to  regional eco
nom ic  in tegration .

Second, we need to  im p rove  road  connections. T h e  S C O  is w ork
in g  o n  an agreem ent on  tra n sp o rt fa c ilita tio n . Its  early  sign in g  and 
im p lem entation  w ill open  up  a m ajor transport route  connecting  the 
Pacific and  the  B altic. O n  this basis，we can actively  discuss the  best 
w ay to  im p ro ve  cross-border tra n sp o rt in frastru ctu re  and  w o rk  to
wards a transport netw ork  connecting  East A sia , W est A sia  and  South 
A sia  to  facilitate  econom ic  developm ent and  travel in  the reg ion .

T h ird , we need to  p rom ote  unim peded  trade. T h e  envisaged  eco
n om ic  b e lt a lo ng  the  S ilk  R oad  is inh ab ited  b y  n early  three  b illio n  
people  and  it  represents the  biggest m arket in  the w o rld , w ith  enor
m ous, unpara lle led  p o te n tia l fo r  trade  and  investm ent coop e ra tio n  
betw een  the  countries  in vo lve d . W e shou ld  discuss a p ro p e r arrange- 
m ent fo r  trade  and  in vestm en t fa c ilita tio n , rem ove  trade  b arrie rs , 
reduce  trade  and  investm ent costs, increase  the  speed and  raise the 
q u a lity  o f  reg iona l econom ic  flow s  and  achieye  m utua lly  benefic ia l 
progress in  the  region .

F o u rth , we need to  enhance m onetary  circu la tion . C hina  and  Rus
sia already have sound  coop era tion  on  settding trade  in  loca l curren
cies, and have made go od  progress and  yielded  rich  experience  in  this 
respect. T h is  go od  practice  can be shared w ith  others in  the  reg ion . I f  
o u r reg ion  can realize  loca l currency  co n ve rtib ility  and  settlem ent un
der the cu rren t and capital accounts, it  w ill sign ificantly  low er circu la
tio n  cost, increase o u r ab ility  to  fend  o f f  financial risks, and m ake ou r 
reg ion  m ore  com petitive  in ternationally.

F ifth , we need  to  increase  u nd erstand in g  betw een  o u r peoples. 
F rie n d sh ip  betw een  peop les  is the  key  to  g o o d  re la tion s  betw een
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^  T o  pursue  p roductive  cooperation  in  the above-m entioned  ar- 
Ser s we need the support o f  o u r p e o p le , W e should  encourage  m ore  
S a d ly  exchanges betw een  o u r peoples to  enhance  m utual under- 
^andm g  and trad ition a l fnendshxp, and  b u ild  strong  pubhc  support 
and a soUd social foundation  fo r  regional cooperation .

Notes

1 Xian Xinghai (1905-1945) was a Chinese musician.
2 The S h a n #  Cooperation O rganizationpC O ) is a P« _ e n t 二

at fixed time, alternatively in each o f the member states.



Work Together to Build a 
21st-Century Maritime Silk Road*

October 3, 2013

C h in a  and  the  A S E A N  co u n trie s  are close  n e ig h b o rs  sharing  
kinship . T h is  year m arks the  tenth  anniversary o f  the  C h in a -A S E A N  
strategic partnersh ip , and  o u r re lationsh ip  is at a new  h istorica l start
in g  p o in t.

C h ina  places great im portance  on  Indonesia^  standing  and  in flu 
ence  in  A S E A N . W e  w ish  to  w o rk  w ith  In d o n e s ia  and  the  o th e r 
A S E A N  countries to  ensure that C hina  and  A S E A N  are go od  neigh
b o rs , g o o d  frie n d s  and  g o o d  p a rtn e rs  w h o  share  p ro s p e rity  and  
security and  stick  together th rough  th ick  and  th in . T h ro u g h  o u r jo in t 
e ffo rts , we can b u ild  a close  C h in a -A S E A N  co m m u n ity  o f  shared  
future  so as to  b rin g  m ore  benefits to  b o th  C hina  and  A S E A N  and  to  
the people  in  the  region.

T o  achieve this goal, we should  take the  fo llo w in g  steps:
F irs t, b u ild  tru s t and  g o o d -n e ig h b o rly  ties. T ru s t is the  v e ry  

fou n d a tion  o f  b o th  in te rpe rson a l and  state-to-state re lations. C hina  
is com m itted  to  fo rg in g  a re la tio n sh ip  w ith  the  A S E A N  coun tries  
featuring  sincerity, friendsh ip , and  enhanced  m utual p o litica l and stra
tegic trust.

T h ere  is n o  one-size-fits-all deve lopm ent m ode l in  the  w o rld  o r 
an unchanging  deve lopm ent path . B o th  the  C hinese  people  and  the 
people  o f  the A S E A N  countries have em braced  change and inn ova
tio n  w ith  an open  m in d , and  searched and  fou n d , in  a p ioneering  and 
ente rp ris in g  sp irit, deve lopm ent paths in  keeping  w ith  th e ir specific  
n ation a l co n d itio n s  that c o n fo rm  to  the  trend  o f  the  tim es. These

* Part o f the speech at the Peopled Representative Council o f Indonesia.

320

W o r k  T o g e th e r  to  B u i l d  a  2 1 s t - C e n tu r y  M a r i t im e  S i l k  R o a d 321

effo rts  have  op ened  up  a b ro a d  p ro sp e ct fo r  th e ir econ om ic  and  
social developm ent.

W e should  each respect the  oth e r’s rig h t to  independently  choose  
social system  and  deve lopm ent path  as w e ll as the  rig h t to  exp lo re  
and pursue  new  w ays o f  e co n o m ic  and  so c ia l d e ve lo p m e n t, and  
im prove  its  p eo p led  lives. W e  sh ou ld  have  fu ll con fiden ce  in  each 
o th e r’s stra teg ic  c h o ic e , s u p p o rt each  o th e r  o n  issues o f  m a jo r 
concern, and  never deviate  fro m  the  general goal o f  C h in a -A S E A N  
strategic cooperation .

C hina  is ready to  discuss w ith  the  A S E A N  countries the con clu
sion o f  a treaty o f  good-neighborliness, friendsh ip  and cooperation  in  
a jo in t e ffo rt to  b u ild  good-n e igh b orly  relations. C hina  w ill continue  
to  support A S E A N  in  enhancing  its  strength , b u ild in g  the  A S E A N  
com m unity, and  p laying  a central ro le  in  reg ional cooperation.

Second, w o rk  fo r  m utua lly  benefic ia l coop era tion . A s  a C hinese  
saying goes, <cT h e  interests to  be considered  should  be the  interests o f  
an.,?1 C hina  is ready to  open  its d o o r w ider to  the  A S E A N  countries 
on  the basis o f  equality  and  m utual b en efit and  enable the  latte r to  
gain  m ore  fro m  C h in aJs developm ent. C h in a  is prepared  to  upgrade  
the C h in a -A S E A N  Free  Trade  A re a  and  increase  tw o-w ay trade  to  
one trillio n  do lla r-w orth  by  2020.

C h ina  is com m itted  to  enhancing  its connections  w ith  the A S E A N  
countries. C h ina  proposes the  establishm ent o f  an A sian  in frastru c
ture  in vestm ent b ank  to  su p p o rt the  A S E A N  coun tries  and  o th e r 
deve lop ing  countries  in  o u r reg ion  to  strengthen  links  in  in fra stru c
tural developm ent.

Southeast A s ia  has since  ancient tim es been  an im p o rta n t hub  
along  the ancient M aritim e  S ilk  R oad. C h ina  w ill strengthen  m aritim e  
cooperation  w ith  the  A S E A N  countries, and  the  C h in a -A S E A N  M ari
tim e  C o o p e ra tio n  F u n d  set up  b y  the  C hinese  go ve rn m en t shou ld  
be used to  develop  m aritim e  partnersh ip  in  a jo in t e ffo rt to  b u ild  the 
M aritim e  S ilk  Road  o f  the  21st century. C hina  is ready to  expand  its 
practical cooperation  w ith  the  A S E A N  countries  across the board  to
m eet each oth er’s needs and  com plem ent each oth e r’s strengths. T h is
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w ill enable us to  jo in tly  seize opportun ities  and m eet challenges in  the 
interest o f  com m on  developm ent and  prosperity.

T h ird , stand together and  assist each other. C h ina  and  the A S E A N  
countries  are in tim ate  partners, and  we share the  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r 
regional peace and  stability. In  the  past, the people  o f  C hina  and the 
A S E A N  countries stood  together in  the  figh t to  take o u r destiny  back 
in to  o u r ow n  hands. In  recent years, o u r peoples have stood  side by 
side and  fo rged  strong  synergy  in  resp on d ing  to  the  A s ian  financial 
crisis and  the  in te rn a tion a l financia l crisis, and  in  resp on d ing  to  the 
In d ia n  O cean  tsunam i and  C h in a^  W enchuan  earthquake.

W e should  cast away the  C o ld  W ar m entality, cham pion  the new  
th ink ing  o f  com prehensive  security, com m on  security and  cooperative  
security, and jo indy  uphold  peace and stability in  ou r region. W e should 
have deeper cooperation  in  disaster prevention  and relief, cyber security, 
com bating  cross-border crim es and  jo in t law  enforcem ent to  create a 
m ore  peaceful, tranquil and amicable hom e  fo r the people  o f  the region.

C h ina  is ready to  w o rk  w ith  the A S E A N  countries to  im p ro ve  the 
C h in a -A S E A N  defense m in isters, m eeting  m echanism  and  h o ld  regu
la r dialogues on  regional security issues.

W ith  regard  to  differences and  disputes between  C h ina  and  some 
Southeast A s ia n  cou n tries  on  te rrito ria l so ve re ign ty  and  m aritim e  
rights  and  interests, peaceful so lu tions  should  be sought, and  d iffe r
ences and  disputes should  be p ro p e rly  handled  th rough  equality-Sased 
dialogue  and  frien d ly  consu ltation  in  the overa ll interests o f  bilateral 
ties and  reg ional stability.

F o u rth , enhance  m u tu a l u n d e rs ta n d in g  and  frie n d s h ip . A s  a 
C hinese  saying  goes, “A  ta ll tree grow s  fro m  a sm all seedling; and  the 
b u ild in g  o f  a n ine-story  tow er starts w ith  the  firs t shovel o f  earthZ,2 
T o  ensure  that the  tree  o f  C h in a -A S E A N  frien d sh ip  rem ains  ever
green , the  so il o f  social su p p ort fo r  o u r re lations  shou ld  be fe rtile . 
L ast year saw  15 m illio n  p eo p le  tra ve lin g  betw een  C h in a  and  the  
A S E A N  countries, and  there  are ove r 1,000  fligh ts  betw een  the  tw o 
sides each w eek now. Increased  in teractions  have nurtu red  a deeper 
b on d  betw een  us and m ade o u r people  feel ever-closer to  each other.
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W e should  encourage  m ore  frien d ly  exchanges between the young  
people， th in k  tanks，p arliam ents，N G 〇s and  c iv il o rgan iza tion s  o f  
the tw o  sides, w h ich  w ill generate  fu rth e r in te lle c tu a l su p p o rt fo r  
the grow th  o f  C h in a -A S E A N  relations and  help  increase the m utual 
understanding  and  friendsh ip  between  ou r peoples. C hina  is ready to  
send m ore  volunteers  to  the  A S E A N  countries to  support the ir devel-
opm ent in  the  cu ltu ra l，educational，health  and  m edical fields. C hina
proposes to  designate  2014  as the  year o f  C h in a -A S E A N  cu ltu ra l 
exchanges. C h in a  w ill p ro v id e  the  A S E A N  cou n tries  w ith  15,000  
governm ent scholarships in  the com ing  three  to  five  years.

F ifth , be open  and  inclusive. T h e  sea is vast because it is fed  by  all 
rivers. In  the lo n g  course  o f  hum an  h istory, the people  o f  C hina  and 
the A S E A N  countries  have  created  sp lend id  and  great c iv iliza tio n s  
renow ned  th ro u g h o u t the  w o rld . O u rs  is a d ive rs ified  reg ion  w here  
various c iv iliza tion s  have assim ilated  and interacted  w ith  one  another, 
and this has p rovid ed  an im p ortan t cu ltural foundation  fo r  the people  
o f  C hina  and  the A S E A N  countries to  gain  fro m  each oth ers  experi
ence.

W e sh ou ld  draw  o n  the  experience  ga ined  b y  o th e r reg io ns  in  
d eve lop m en t, and  w elcom e  cou n tries  ou tside  the  re g io n  to  p lay  a 
c o n s tru c tive  ro le  in  p ro m o tin g  d e ve lo p m e n t and  s ta b ility  in  the  
region . T h e  outside  countries, on  the ir p art, shou ld  respect the  d ive r
sity o f  o u r reg ion  and  do  th e ir part to  facilitate  its developm ent and  
stability. T h e  C h in a -A S E A N  com m u n ity  o f  shared  future  is close ly  
linked  w ith  the  A S E A N  com m un ity  and  the  East A sian  com m unity. 
T h e  tw o  sides need  to  g ive  fu ll re in  to  o u r respective  strength  to  
enhance d iversity, h arm on y, inclusiveness and  com m on  progress  in  
ou r reg ion  fo r  the  benefit o f  b o th  o u r people  and  the  people  outside  
the reg ion .

A n  inc reasing ly  cohesive  C h in a -A S E A N  co m m u n ity  o f  shared  
future  con fo rm s  to  the trend  o f  the tim es o f  seeking  peace, deve lop
m ent, cooperation  and  m utual benefit and  meets the  com m on  in te r
ests o f  the people  o f  A sia  and  the rest o f  the  w orld . T h is  gives it  a 
broad  space and huge  potentia l fo r  grow th .
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N otes

1 A  scroU hand-written by Yu Yu-jen (1879-1964), an educator, scholar, calligra
pher and politician as well as one o f the founders o f the Kuom intang o f China. It 
was a gift to Chiang Ching-kuo (1910-1988), form er chairman o f the Kuomintang 
o f China.

~ Lao Z i o r Dao De ]ing.

Diplomacy with Neighboring Countries 
Characterized by Friendship,

Sincerity, Reciprocity and Inclusiveness*

October 24f 2013

G o o d  d ip lo m a cy  w ith  n e ig h b o rin g  co u n trie s  is a req u irem en t 
fo r re a liz in g  the  T w o  C entenary  G o a ls , and  the  C hinese  D ream  o f  
the re juvenation  o f  the  Chinese  n ation . W e need to  w o rk  harder to  
prom ote  o u r dip lom acy  w ith  n eigh bo rin g  countries, strive  fo r  a sound  
regional environ m en t fo r  o u r deve lopm ent, app ly  o u r ow n  deve lop 
m ent fo r  the benefit o f  n eigh bo rin g  countries, and achieve com m on  
developm ent w ith  them .

F o llo w in g  the  fo u n d in g  o f  the  P R C  in  1949，the  P a rty ’s firs t 
g e n e ra tio n  o f  c o lle c tive  ce n tra l lea d e rsh ip  u n d e r C o m rad e  M ao  
Z edon g , the  second  generation  under C om rade  D eng  X ia o p in g , the 
th ird  generation  under C om rade  Jia n g  Z e m in , and  the  C P C  C entra l 
C om m ittee  w ith  C om rade  H u  Jin ta o  as general secretary, all attached 
high  im portance  to  dip lom acy  w ith  neigh borin g  countries. T h ey  devel
oped  im p o rtan t strategic ideas and  g u id in g  polic ies, created a sound  
environm ent, and  la id  a so lid  found ation  fo r  future  d ip lom atic  w ork. 
A fte r  the 18th  N atio n a l C ongress, com m itted  to  ensuring  con tin u ity  
and  stab ility  in  C h in a ’s fo re ign  p o licy，the  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  
defined , planned, and  carried  ou t a series o f  m ajor d ip lom atic  in itia 
tives, paying  p articu la r attention  to  n e igh b o rin g  countries  w h ich  are 
im p ortan t to  o u r developm ent and  d ip lom atic  strategy.

R egions  a rou n d  o u r b ord e rs  are stra teg ica lly  s ign ifica n t to  o u r 
co u n try  in  term s  o f  geography, the  en v iron m en t, and  re lationsh ips.

* Main points o f the speech at a seminar on the work o f neighborhood diplomacy.
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W hen  dealing  w ith  n eigh bo rin g  countries and related  issues, we need 
a m ulti-d im ensiona l perspective  that extends beyond  the  im m ediate  
confines o f  tim e  and space. R eview ing  the situation , we can see that 
great changes have taken place in  the general environm ent and  in  rela
tionships  w ith  ou r neighbors. O u r  econom ic  and trade ties w ith  neigh
b o rin g  countries  are closer, w ith  unprecedented  levels o f  exchange 
betw een  them  and  us. C u rre n t circum stances dem and  that we keep 
pace w ith  the tim es and be ever m ore  active in  b lu ep rin tin g  diplom atic  
strategies and  undertaking  d ip lom atic  w o rk  w ith  o u r neighbors.

C h in a  and  its n eighbors  are fu ll o f  v ig o r  and  v ita lity , and  show  
o b viou s  strengths in  deve lopm ent and  h igh  poten tia l. T h e  reg ion  is 
stable on  the  w hole , and  m ost o f  o u r neighbors m aintain  an am icable 
re la tio n sh ip  geared  tow ards  m u tu a l b en e fit and  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  
C hina . W e m ust appreciate  the  situation  to  the fu ll, devise  ap p rop ri
ate strategies, and plan  carefully, to  p e rfo rm  better in  o u r d ip lom atic  
exchanges w ith  ou r neighbors.

C h in a ’s d ip lom acy  in  this area is driven  by  and  m ust serve  the  Tw o  
C entenary  G oals  and  ou r national rejuvenation. T o  achieve these stra
tegic aim s, we m ust create and  cem ent frien d ly  relations and  fu rth e r 
m utually  beneficial cooperation  w ith  n e igh bo rin g  countries, m aintain  
and  m ake the  best use o f  the  strategic op p ortun itie s  we n ow  enjoy, 
and  safeguard  C h in a^  state sovereignty, national security, and  devel
op m en t interests. T oge th e r we m ust strive  bo b u ild  m o re  am icable  
p o litic a l re la tion sh ip s  and  closer econ om ic  ties, to  fu rth e r security  
co o p e ra tio n  and  to  encourage  m ore  cu ltu ra l and  peop le-to-peop le  
exchanges w ith  n eigh bo rin g  countries.

C h in a ’s basic p o lic y  o f  d ip lom acy  w ith  n e igh b o rin g  countries  is 
to  treat them  as friends and partners, to  make them  feel secure and  to  
support the ir developm ent. T h is  p o licy  is characterized  b y  friendship , 
sincerity, rec ip roc ity  and inclusiveness. Friendsh ip  is a consistent p rin 
cip le  o f  C h in a ^  d ip lom acy  w ith  its neighbors. In  adherence  to  this 
p rin c ip le , we need to  help  neighbors  in  tim es o f  crisis, treat them  as 
equals, v is it them  frequently, and  take actions that w ill w in  us support 
and  friendship .
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In  response , w e  h op e  tha t n e ig h b o rin g  co u n trie s  w ill be  w e ll 
inc lin ed  tow ards  us, and  we h op e  tha t C h in a  w ill have  a stro n ge r 
affin ity  w ith  them , and  that o u r appeal and  o u r in fluence  w ill grow . 
We m ust treat neighbors  w ith  sincerity  and  cultivate  them  as friends 
and partners. W e should  cooperate  w ith  o u r neighbors  on  the  basis o f  
reciprocity, create a closer netw ork  o f  com m on  interests, and  better
integrate  C h in a ’s interests w ith  theirs, so that they  can benefit fro m
C h ina^  deve lopm ent and  C h in a  can  b en efit and  gain  sup p ort fro m  
theirs. W e should  advocate  inclusiveness, stressing that there is enough  
ro o m  in  the  A s ia  P ac ific  re g io n  fo r  a ll co u n trie s  to  d eve lo p , and  
p ro m o tin g  reg ional cooperation  w ith  an open  m in d  and enthusiasm . 
We m ust em brace and  practice  these ideas, so that they w ill becom e  
the shared beliefs and  n orm s  o f  conduct fo r  the w hole  region.

A s  circum stances evo lve , d ip lom acy  w ith  n e igh b o rin g  countries  
requires us to  analyze  and  deal w ith  issues stm tegically, im p ro ve  ou r 
capabilities in  p lann ing  and  im p lem entation , and  prom ote  every aspect 
o f  this diplom acy. W e m ust also do  everyth ing  possible  to  safeguard 
peace and  stab ility  in  the reg ion . T h e  path  o f  peaceful developm ent is 
the Party5s strategic choice, in  line  w ith  the  tim es and  aligned  w ith  the 
fundam ental interests o f  the country. A  m ajor aim  o f  this d ip lom acy  
is peace and  stab ility  in  the region .

W e m ust make every  e ffo rt to  achieve m utually  beneficial recip roc
ity. W e have to  m ake overa ll plans fo r  the  use o f  o u r resources in  the 
areas o f  econom y, trade, science and technology, and  finance. W e m ust 
take advantage o f  ou r com parative  strengths, accurately id en tify  stra
tegic points  o f  convergence  fo r  m utually  beneficial cooperation  w ith  
neighbors, and take an active  part in  reg ional econom ic  cooperation . 
W e should  w ork  w ith  o u r neighbors  to  speed up  connection  o f  in fra 
structure  between C hina  and  ou r n eigh bo rin g  countries, and establish  
a S ilk  Road  E co n o m ic  B elt and  a M aritim e  S ilk  Road  geared towards 
the  dem ands o f  the  21st century. W e shou ld  accelerate the  pace o f  
im p lem entation  o f  the  strategy o f  free  trade  zones w ith  o u r neigh
b o rin g  countries as the  base, expand  cooperation  in  trade and  invest
m ent, and  create  a new  p atte rn  o f  re g io n a l econ om ic  in te g ra tio n .
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W e need to  fu rth e r advance  reg iona l fin anc ia l co o p e ra tio n , prepare  
fo r  and  estab lish  an  A s ia n  In fra s tru c tu re  In ve s tm e n t B a n k , and  
im p ro ve  the  re g io n a l fin a n c ia l secu rity  n e tw o rk . W e  sh o u ld  open  
the  b ord e r areas m ore  q u ick ly  and  re in fo rce  rec ip ro ca l coopera tion  
between  the b ord e r areas o f  C h in a  and  n e igh b o rin g  countries.

W e m ust make effo rts  to  p rom ote  reg ional security coopera tion , 
w hich  is needed by  b o th  C hina  and  o u r n eigh bo rin g  countries. A  new  
o u tlo o k  on  security is required  that features m utual trust and  recip roc
ity, based on  equality and cooperation . W e m ust develop  a com prehen
sive security strategy w ith  n e igh b o rin g  countries, active ly  participate  
in  regional and  sub-regional security in itia tives, push  fo rw ard  coopera
tio n  and enhance m utual trust.

W e  m ust strengthen  p u b lic ity  w o rk , p u b lic  d ip lom acy , people- 
to-p eop le  and  cu ltu ra l exchanges w ith  n e ig h b o rin g  co u n trie s , and  
consolidate  and expand  the  social and pub lic  basis fo r  the  long-term  
developm ent o f  o u r relationships w ith  them . D ip lo m a tic  relations re ly  
on  the  bonds betw een  peoples. W e should  p rom ote  exchanges in  all 
respects, in c lud in g  tou rism , science, education  and  reg iona l coopera
tio n , to  m ake friends  in  a broad  range  o f  sectors. W e shou ld  clearly  
present o u r dom estic and  fo re ign  policies  to  the  outside  w o rld , explain  
C h in a  in  an acceptable  w ay, speak o u t and  m ake  ourse lves  heard , 
in te rp re t the Chinese  D ream  fro m  the  perspective  o f  o u r neighbors  
and  the ir aspirations fo r  a better life  and  regional prosperity, and  let a 
sense o f  com m on  future  take ro o t.

Policies  and  strategies are the  life lines  o f  the  P arty, and  o f  o u r 
dip lom atic  w ork  as w ell. T o  do  go od  d ip lom atic  w ork , we m ust keep 
o u r eye o n  the  situ a tion  b o th  at hom e  and  abroad . O u r  dom estic  
focus is to  realize  the T w o  C entenary  G oals  and the  Chinese  D ream ; 
ou r in ternational objectives are to  strive  fo r  favorable  external con d i
tio n s  fo r  C h in a ^  re fo rm , d e ve lo p m e n t and  sta b ility , to  safeguard  
state sovereignty, security and  developm ent interests, and  to  m aintain  
w o rld  peace and  stab ility , and  p ro m o te  com m on  deve lop m en t. W e 
shou ld  seek com m on  g ro u n d  and  fin d  con verg in g  interests, stick  to  
the  sound  values o f  justice  and  b en e fit, h o ld  to  p rin c ip le s  that we
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can act u p o n , cherish  frie n d sh ip  and  righteousness, and  o ffe r  any 
assistance to  deve lop ing  countries that is w ith in  ou r means. F o r best 
results we need to  prom ote  re fo rm  and  in n ova tion  in  dip lom atic  w ork  
and strengthen  the  p lan n in g  o f  o u r d ip lom atic  activities. T o  achieve 
greater progress we shou ld  b u ild  a general fram ew ork  to  coord inate  
d ip lom atic  w o rk , w eigh  eve ry  re levan t fa cto r, and  give  fu ll p lay  to  
every departm ent in vo lved .

D ip lo m a tic  w o rk  w ith  n e ig h b o rin g  c o u n trie s  is ard u ou s  and  
dem anding. T hose  charged  w ith  this resp on sib ility  m ust have a sense 
o f  m ission  and  urgency. T h ey  m ust bear in  m in d  the purpose  o f  this 
w ork , im p rove  the ir com petence  and  w o rk in g  practices, devote  them 
selves to  the  task, be b o ld  in  assum ing  resp on sib ilities  and  m aking  
innovations, and  engage in  this w ork  w ith  drive  and enthusiasm .
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Be Trustworthy Friends and 
Sincere Partners Forever*

M a r c h  2 5 ,  2 0 1 3

Y o u r Exce llency  President Jakaya M rish o  K ikw ete ,
Ladies and  gentlem en,
D ear friends,

Habarix\ Habari\ I t  b o th  gives m e great pleasure and fills  m e w ith  
w arm th  to  m eet so m any friends  here at the  ju liu s  N yerere  In terna- 
tional C on ven tion  Center.

T h is  is m y  firs t v is it to  A fric a  as the  C hinese  president b u t m y  
sixth  v is it to  the  A fric a n  con tin en t. T h e  m om ent I  set fo o t on  this 
beautifu l land , I  was overw helm ed  b y  the  friendsh ip  o f  the Tanzanian  
people  tow ards the  C hinese  people. T h e  governm ent and people  o f  
Tanzan ia  held  a special and  grand  w e lcom in g  cerem ony  fo r  m e. I t  
shows n o t o n ly  the  im portance  you  accord  to  m e and  m y delegation, 
but also the  p ro fo u n d  trad ition a l frien dsh ip  betw een  the  tw o  cou n 
tries and  tw o  peoples.

Let m e begin  b y  extend ing, on  b eh a lf o f  the Chinese  governm ent 
and people  and  in  m y  ow n  nam e, w arm  greetings and best wishes to  
all the  friends present today  and  to  the  b ro th e rly  people  o f  Tanzania  
and across A fric a . I  also w ish  to  thank  you , P resident K ikw ete , and  
the Tanzanian  governm ent fo r  you r w arm  hospitality.

Tanzan ia  is a crad le  o f  m ankind . T h e  T anzan ian  people  have  a 
glorious  trad ition , and  you  have m ade a substantial con trib u tion  to  the 
v ic to ry  o f  the  A fric a n  people ’s struggles fo r  independence  and  the ir 
fights against apartheid.

* Speech at the Julius Nyerere International Convention Center in Dar es Salaam, Tanza-
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U n d e r the  leadership  o f  P resident K ikw ete , Tanzan ia  has m ain
tained  p o litica l stability, m ade b ig  strides in  developm ent, and  played 
an im p o rta n t ro le  in  A fric a n  and  in te rn a tion a l affa irs. T h e  Chinese  
people  rejoice  at w hat you  have achieved  and sincerely w ish  the b ro th 
erly  people  o f  Tanzania  new  and  still greater success.

W h e n  I  v is it  A fric a , I  am  alw ays stru ck  b y  tw o  th ings. O n e  is 
its  co n tin u o u s  progress. E ach  tim e  I  com e  to  A fric a , I  am  deep ly  
im pressed  b y  new  progress in  developm ent, w hich  is m ost encourag
ing. T h e  oth er is the w arm th  o f  the  A fric a n  people. T h e  go o d w ill o f  
the  A fric a n  people  tow ards the  Chinese  people  is as w arm  and  u n fo r
gettable  as the  sunshine in  A frica .

A s  an  A fric a n  saying  goes, UA  r iv e r  ru n s  deep  because  o f  its 
source/5 T h e  frien d ly  exchanges betw een  C hina  and  A fric a  date back 
a lo n g  tim e. In  the  1950s and  60s, the  first-generation  leaders o f  the 
P R C  — M ao  Z e d o n g , Z h o u  E n la i2 and  others  — and  A fric a n  states
m en  o f  the  o ld e r gen era tion  ushered  C h in a -A frica  re la tions  in to  a 
new  era. Since then, the  Chinese  and  A fric a n  peoples have supported  
and  cooperated  w ith  each oth er in  o u r respective  endeavors to  figh t 
against colon ia lism  and  im peria lism  and  w in  independence  and  libera
tio n , and  in  the  p u rs u it o f  d e ve lo p m e n t and  n a tio n a l renew al. A  
fraternal b on d  o f  shared future  has been forged  between  us.

Today, thanks to  the concerted  e ffo rts  o f  b o th  sides, C h in a-A frica  
relations are o n  a fast track  o f  all-round  developm ent. W e have se tu p  
the  F o rum  on  C h in a-A frica  C oopera tion 3 and established  a new  type 
o f  strategic partnersh ip . O u r  cooperation  in  various  fields has d e liv
ered  m any  gains. In  2012 , C h in a -A fric a  trade  approached  U S $200  
b illio n -w o rth . O v e r  1.5  m illio n  m u tu a l v is its  w ere  m ade  betw een  
the  tw o  sides. C h in a ’s cum ulative  d irect investm ent in  A fric a  topped  
U S$15  b illio n . T h is  year m arks the  50th  anniversary  o f  the  dispatch  
o f  Chinese  m edical teams to  A fric a . In  the past five  decades, 18,000  
Chinese  m edical personnel have w orked  in  A fric a , p ro v id in g  m edical 
care and  treatm ent to  250  m illio n  loca l patients.

T h e  A fric a n  people, o n  th e ir p art, have given  fu ll support and  self
less help  to  the  Chinese  people. W h en  the 2008  B e ijin g  O lym p ic  torch
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relay cam e to  D a r es Salaam , the  T anzan ian  p eop le  w elcom ed  the  
O lym p ic  flam e  w ith  song  and  dance, as i f  celebrating  the ir ow n  festi
val. T h is  ju b ilan t occasion  is etched  in  the  m em ory  o f  the  Chinese  
people.

In  the wake o f  the  devastating  earthquake  in  W enchuan, A frica n
countries  rushed  to  C h in a ’s assistance. A n  A fric a n  co u n try，w ith  a
population  o f  few er than  tw o  m illio n  and  n o t w e ll-o ff itse lf, m ade a 
generous donation  o f  tw o  m illio n  E u ro s  to  the  quake area -  about 
one E u ro  per person! T h is  o u tp o u rin g  o f  com passion  w arm ed  o u r 
hearts.

In  re g io n a l and  in te rn a tio n a l a ffa irs , C h in a  and  A fr ic a  have  
stepped up  co o rd in a tio n  and  co lla b o ra tio n , and  successfully upheld  
the com m on  interests o f  deve lop ing  countries. Friendsh ip  and coop 
era tion  betw een  the  C h inese  and  A fric a n  peop les  have  becom e  a 
sym bol o f  C h in a-A frica  relations and  are w ell regarded  by  the  in terna
tional com m unity.

O u r  jo in t endeavors and  the  fru itfu l results th e re from  ove r the  
past five  decades have la id  a solid  grou n d w ork  and  p rovid ed  valuable  
experience fo r  fu rth e rin g  C h in a-A frica  relations.

- A  review  o f  this p eriod  o f  h is to ry  shows that C h in a-A frica  rela
tions have n o t grow n  to  this stage ove rn igh t, n o r are they a g ift from  
some th ird  party. R ather, they have been  n urtu red  and  b u ilt, step by  
step, by  ou r tw o  sides ove r the  years as we m et challenges and faced 
difficu lties  together. A s  a Chinese  saying goes, <cW h en  we d rin k  w ater 
from  the w ell, we should  n o t forget those  w h o  dug  it/ 5 W e w ill always 
h on or the  m em ory  o f  all those  pioneers w h o  devoted  them selves to  
b u ild in g  C h in a -A fric a  re la tions. A s  we m ove  ahead, we can always 
draw  strength  fro m  history.

- A  review  o f  this p eriod  o f  h is to ry  shows that C hina  and A fric a  
have always shared  a com m on  destiny. S im ila r h isto rica l experience, 
com m on  developm ent tasks and  shared strategic interests have bound
us together. We bo th  view the o ther’s developm ent as our own oppor-

tun ity, and  we b o th  seek to  p rom ote  m utual developm ent and  p ros
perity  th rough  closer cooperation .
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- A  re v ie w  o f  th is  p e rio d  o f  h is to ry  show s tha t the  d e fin in g  
features o f  C h in a -A fric a  re la tion s  are sin cerity , frie n d sh ip , m utual 
respect, equality, m utual b en efit and  com m on  deve lopm ent. W e get 
a long  w ell and treat each oth er as equals. N e ith e r side seeks to  im pose 
its w ill on  the  other. C hina  has done  its best to  help  A fric a ^  develop
m ent. Y et C h ina  is always gra te fu l to  A fric a n  countries  and  peoples 
fo r  th e ir f irm  su p p o rt and  selfless h elp  o ve r the  years. O n  issues 
in vo lv in g  the core  interests o f  either side, we have taken a clear posi
tio n  and  given  unequivocal sup p ort to  each other.

— A n d  a review  o f  this p eriod  o f  h isto ry  shows that i f  we are to 
m ainta in  the  strong  v ita lity  o f  C h in a-A frica  re lations, we m ust keep 
pace w ith  the tim es and  forge  ahead in  an innovative  and  enterprising  
sp irit. O v e r  the past 50 years, at every  crucia l juncture  o f  C h ina-A frica  
relations, b oth  sides were able to  approach  these relations w ith  vis ion , 
id e n tify  new  con verg in g  interests and  grow th  areas fo r  coop era tion , 
and  b rin g  bilateral relations to  new  heights. Such an enterp ris ing  sp irit
o f  ‘‘cu tting  a way th rough  w hen  con fronted  by  m ountains and  build- 
in g  a bridge  w hen  blocked  by  a rive r”  is crucia l fo r  steadily upgrad ing  
C h in a-A frica  cooperation .

Ladies and  gentlem en,
C h in a -A fric a  re la tio n s , e n jo y in g  a fa vo ra b le  in te rn a tio n a l and  

dom estic  e n v iro n m e n t as w e ll as p o p u la r su p p o rt, stand  at a new  
h istorica l starting  p o in t. A fric a , a con tinent o f  hope  and  prom ise , has 
becom e  one  o f  the fastest-grow ing  regions in  the w orld  and is fo rg 
in g  ahead like  a ga llo p in g  A fric a n  lio n . C hina , o n  its p art, continues to  
enjoy  a sound  deve lopm ent m om entum . T h e  fou n d a tion  o f  C hina- 
A fric a  coop era tio n  is m ore  so lid , and  o u r coop e ra tio n  m echanism s 
have  been  fu rth e r im p ro ve d . A d va n c in g  C h in a -A fric a  co o p e ra tio n  
represents the trend  o f  the  tim es and  the w ill o f  o u r peoples.

T h is  is w hat I  w ant to  te ll you , m y  dear friends: In  this  new  era, 
C h in a -A fric a  re la tion s  have  becom e  m ore  im p o rta n t w ith  increas
in g  com m on  interests, instead  o f  less im p ortan t w ith  few er com m on  
interests. C hina  w ill intensify, n o t w eaken, its e ffo rts  to  develop  rela
tions  w ith  A frica .
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F irs t, we w ill con tin ue  to  treat o u r A fric a n  frien ds  w ith  sincer
ity. N o th in g  is m o re  va luab le  than  tru e  frien d s. T h e  C h in a -A fric a  
trad itiona l frien dsh ip  is w hat we cherish  dearly. U n ity  and  coopera-
tion w ith African countries have always been an im portan t founda-

tion  o f  C h in a ^  fo re ig n  p o licy . T h is  w ill never change, even  shou ld
China grow  stronger and  enjoy a h igher in ternationa l standing. C hina

believes in  equality am ong  all countries, b ig  o r  sm all, strong  o r weak, 
rich  o r p oor. C h ina  upholds  justice and  opposes the  practice  o f  the 
big  b u lly in g  the  sm all, the  strong  lo rd in g  ove r the  w eak, and  the  rich  
oppressing  the p o o r, just as it  opposes interference  in  others in terna l 
affairs. C hina  and  A fric a  w ill continue  to  support each other o n  issues 
in vo lv in g  the ir core  interests and  m ajor concerns. C hina  w ill continue  
to firm ly  support A fric a ^  just p ositio n  o n  reg ional and  in ternationa l 
affa irs, and  u p h o ld  the  co m m o n  interests  o f  d eve lop in g  countries. 
C hina  w ill continue  to  firm ly  support A fric a  in  its  endeavors to  inde
pendently resolve  A fric a n  issues, and  m ake a greater con trib u tio n  to  
peace and  security in  A fric a .

There  is n o  one-size-fits-all developm ent m odel in  the  w orld . T h e  
diversity  o f  c iv iliza tion s  and developm ent m odels should  be respected 
by all. C hina  w ill continue  to  firm ly  support A fric a n  countries in  the ir 
quest fo r  deve lopm ent paths that suit th e ir nationa l con d ition s  and
increase exchanges o f  expedience in  goverriance  w ith  A fric a n  coun_

tries. T h is  w ill enable us to  draw  o n  each oth e rs  tim e-honored  c iv ili
zations and developm ent practices, and  better prom ote  the  com m on  
developm ent and  prosp erity  o f  C hina  and  A frica .

To all Chinese， “harm ony in the family leads to  success in every

thing.” Africa is a big family o f  shared destiny. This year marks the

50th  ann ive rsa ry  o f  the  fo u n d in g  o f  the  O rg a n iza tio n  o f  A fric a n  
U n ity  -  a m ilestone  in  the  A fric a n  peopled  pursu it o f  greater strength  
th rough  unity. W e sincerely hope  that A fric a  w ill make b igger strides 
in  seeking strength  fro m  u n ity  and  achieve new  success in  peace and
developm ent，and  we w ill firm ly  support A fric a  in  this endeavor.

C h in a  is dedicated  to  d eve lop in g  strong  ties w ith  A fric a . W e also 
h op e  to  see b e tte r re la tio n s  betw een  o th e r co u n trie s  and  A fric a .
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A fric a  belongs  to  the  A fric a n  p eop le . In  p ro m o tin g  re la tion s  w ith  
A fr ic a , a ll co u n trie s  sh ou ld  respect A fr ic a ^  d ig n ity  and  indep en 
dence.

Second, we seek to  de live r real outcom es in  conducting  coopera- 
tio n  w ith  A fric a . C hina  b oth  cham pions and  applies m utua lly  benefi
cia l co o p e ra tio n  w ith  A fric a . C h in a  view s  its  ow n  d eve lop m en t as 
closely  connected  w ith  that o f  A fric a  and  the interests o f  the  Chinese 
people  as closely connected  w ith  those o f  the A fric a n  people. China  
shares developm ent opportun ities  w ith  A fric a . C hina  sincerely hopes 
to  see faster developm ent in  A fric a  and  a better Ufe fo r  the  A frica n  
p eop le . W h ile  p u rsu in g  its  ow n  d eve lop m en t, C h in a  has p ro v id e d  
support and assistance to  A fric a n  friends to  the  best o f  o u r ability. In  
recent years, in  particu lar, C hina  has increased  assistance to  and  coop
eration  w ith  A fric a . W e w ill h o n o r every  com m itm ent we have made 
to  A fric a  in  both  letter and  sp irit.

C h ina  w ill continue  to  expand  investm ent and  financing  coopera
tio n  w ith  A fric a , foUow  th rough  on  the com m itm ent o f  p ro v id in g  a 
U S$20  b illio n  cred it Une to  A fric a  fro m  2013  to  2015, im p lem ent the 
partnersh ip  on  transnational and  trans-regional in frastructu ra l devel
op m en t, enhance m utua lly  benefic ia l coop era tion  in  agricu ltu re  and 
m anufactu ring , and  help  A fric a  e xp lo it its w ealth  o f  resources, and 
achieve independent and  sustainable developm ent.

A s  the saying goes, £<It  is m ore  h elp fu l to  t f  ach people  h ow  to" fish

than  to  just give  them  fish .”  C hina  w ill actively im p lem ent the  “A frica n
Talent P ro g ra m ,tra in  30,000  A fric a n  professionals in  various  areas, 
p ro vid e  18,000  governm ent scholarships to  A fric a  between  2013  and
2015, and  increase  tech n o logy  transfer and  experience  sharing  w ith  
A frica .

A s  its  ow n  econom y  and  strength  increase, C hina  w ill continue  to  
p ro vid e  due assistance to  A fric a  w ith  n o  poUtdcal strings attached.

T h ird , we wiU  continue  to  b u ild  a close b on d  o f  friendsh ip  w ith  
A fric a . T h e  Chinese  and  A fric a n  peoples share a natura l fee ling  o f

a ffin ity  tow ards each other. W e Chinese  believe  that “ the  pleasure o f
Ufe lies in  h avin g  bosom  frien ds.»  T h en  h ow  can C h in a  and  A fric a
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become bosom  friends? I  beUeve that in-depth  dialogue  and  concrete  
action are the w ay to  strike  a chord  in  ou r hearts.

O u r tw o  peoples fo rm  the  foundation  and  life line  o f  C h ina-A frica  
relations. T h e re fo re , the  g ro w th  o f  o u r re la tio n s  sh ou ld  be  m ore  
people-oriented. In  recent years, g row in g  C h in a-A frica  relations have 
brought o u r peoples closer to  each oth e r than  ever before. Som e A fn -  
can p erfo rm ers  have becom e  p op u la r stars in  C hina . Great Life of a

a Chinese T V  series about h ow  Ufe unfo lds  in  ord in a ry  Chinese

fam ilies, has becom e  quite  a h it in  Tanzania.
L e t m e  te ll yo u  a s to ry  abou t a yo u n g  C h in ese  cou p le . W h e n  

they were ch ild ren , they  g o t to  know  about A fric a  fro m  Chinese  T V  
program s  and  have  since  been  captivated  b y  th is  co n tin e n t. L ate r, 
they g o t m arried  and  decided  to  m ake  T anzan ia  th e ir h on eym o on  
destination. So, o n  th e ir firs t V alentine^  D a y  after the  w edding, they 
came here o n  a v is it. T h ey  w ere overw helm ed  b y  the  hospitaHty and
f r ie n d sh ip o f th e lo c a lp e o p le a n d th e m a g n if ic e n tsa v a n n a o fS e re n -

geti. A fte r  the  coup le  returned  to  C h in a , they  posted  w hat they  had  
experienced  in  Tanzania  on  the ir b lo g , w hich  was visited  tens o f  thou
sands o f  tim es and  received  several hundred  com m ents. T h is  is w hat 
they w rote  o n  the ir b lo g , £<W e  have faUen head  ove r heels in  love  w ith  
A frica , and  ou r hearts wiU  fo reve r be  w ith  this fascinating  land；' T h is  
story  h igh ligh ts  the natural a ffin ity  betw een  the  Chinese  and  A frica n  
peoples. A s  lo n g  as we keep expanding  people-to-people  exchanges,
friendship between o u r peoples will strike deep roots and  flou rish .

W e  w ill fu rth e r b o o s t peop le-to-p eop le  and  cu ltu ra l exchanges 
between C hina  and  A fric a  so as to  enhance m utual understanding  and 
percep tion , and  increase p ub lic  su p p ort fo r  C h in a-A frica  friendsh ip . 
T o  prom ote  C h in a-A frica  relations is a cause fo r  the  future, an under
taking  that caUs fo r  u nrem ittin g  effo rts  o f  young  people  in  C hina  and 
A fric a  fro m  generation  to  generation . B o th  sides shou ld  v ig o ro u s ly  
p rom ote  you th  exchanges so that C h in a-A frica  friendsh ip  wiU  be fu ll 

o f  v ig o r  and  vita lity .
F o u rth , we w ill resolve  problem s  that m ay occur in  ou r coopera- 

tio n  w ith  g o o d  fa ith . C h in a  and  A fric a  are b o th  experiencing  rap id
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deve lopm ent and  each needs to  learn  m ore  about the  other. China 
w ill deal w ith  new  developm ents and  new  problem s  co n fro n tin g  our 
relations w ith  sincerity. W e should  handle  such problem s  in  a sp irit o f 
m utual respect and m utually  beneficial cooperation .

I  am  convinced  that there  w ill always be m ore  opportun ities  than 
challenges and  m ore  so lu tion s  than  d iffic u ltie s . T oge th e r w ith  the 
A frica n  countries, C hina  has taken and  w ill continue  to  take concrete 
measures to  resolve  problem s  in  o u r econom ic  cooperation  and  trade, 
and  we w ill m ake sure that A fric a  gains m ore  fro m  its  cooperation  
w ith  C hina. A t  the  same tim e, we sincerely hope  that A fric a n  coun
tries w ill help  Chinese  enterprises and  businessm en  in  pursu ing  coop
eration  in  A frica .

Ladies and  gentlem en，
Since the found in g  o f  the P R C  m ore  than  60 years ago, and  partic

u la rly  since  the  in tro d u c tio n  o f  the  re fo rm  and  op en in g-up  p o lic y  
m ore  than  30  years ago, the C P C  has led  the Chinese  people  in  open
in g  a path  o f  socialism  w ith  Chinese  characteristics. C hina  has made 
h is to ric  p rogress  in  its  d eve lop m en t, b eco m in g  the  second  largest

econom y  in  the  w o rld . C h in a ’s com prehensive  nationa l strength  has
grow n  sign ificantly, and o u r peopled  liv in g  standards have im p roved  
m arkedly. I t  o n ly  to o k  C hina , a cou n try  o f  ove r 1.3 b illio n  people , a 
few  decades to  travel a jou rn ey  that to o k  developed  countries several 
centuries to  cover. O n e  can easily im agine  ho\v m any challenges and 
d ifficu lties  C hina  encountered  in  these years.

A t  p re s e n t, C h in a  re m a in s  a p o p u lo u s  c o u n try  w ith  a w eak  
econom ic  foundation  and uneven  developm ent. O u r  aggregate G D P  
is q u ite  la rge . H o w e ve r, w hen  d iv id e d  b y  1.3  b illio n , C h in a 5s p er 
capita  G D P  is o n ly  around  the  90th  place  in  the  w o rld . Som e  128 
m illio n  Chinese  are still liv in g  below  the  p ove rty  line  set b y  the  U nited  
N ations. T o  p ro vid e  a decent Ufe fo r  the  ove r 1.3 b illio n  people , we 
still have a lo n g  w ay to  go , and  persistent and  strenuous e ffo rts  are 
called  fo r. A s  C hina  continues to  develop, its people  w ill surely achieve 
a better life . H ow ever, n o  m atter h ow  strong  it  m ay grow , C hina  w ill 
always see in  A fric a  a tried  and  tested friend .
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Ladies and gendem en,
C hina  cannot develop  in  iso la tio n  fro m  the  rest o f  the  w o rld  o r  

Africa. O n  the ir part, b o th  the  rest o f  the  w o rld  and  A fric a  also need 
China to  seek prosp erity  and  stability. T h o u gh  there  is a broad  ocean 
between us, C hina  and  A fric a  share a strong  em pathy. W e are bound  
not on ly  b y  p ro fo u n d  trad ition a l friendsh ip  and  closely-linked  in te r
ests, but also b y  the  dream s we each have.

M o re  than  1.3  b illio n  C hinese  are w o rk in g  h ard  to  rea lize  the  
Chinese D ream  o f  great national renew al, and  m ore  than  one  b illio n  
Africans are striving  to  realize  the A frica n  dream  o f  gain ing  strength  
through  unity  and achieving  developm ent and rejuvenation. W e Chinese 
and A frican s  should  enhance unity, cooperation , m utual support and 
assistance so as to  fu lf ill o u r dream s. W e shou ld  also w o rk  w ith  the 
international com m unity  to  realize  the global dream  o f  enduring  peace 
and com m on  prosperity, and make a new  and even greater con tribution  
to the noble  cause o f  peace and developm ent o f  m ankind.

Asantenisana\

N otes

1 Swahili, meaning “Hello.”
2 Zhou Enlai (1898-1976) was a M arxist, Chinese proletarian revolutionary, 

statesman, m ilitary strategist and diplomat, as well as one o f the major leaders o f 
the Communist Party o f China and the Peopled RepubUc o f China, and co-founder 
of the Chinese Peopled Liberation Army.

3 The Forum  on China-Africa Cooperation is a new platform  for collective dia
logues and cooperation between China and African countries -  an effective mecha
nism to promote South-South cooperation. The First M inisterial Conference was 
held in  October 2000 in Beijing. The Beijing Summit and the Third Ministerial Con
ference was held in November 2006, also in Beijing, attended by Chinese leaders and 
48 heads o f state and government and representatives from  Africa. The Beijing Sum
mit passed the Declaration o f the Beijing Summit o f the Forum  on China-Afnca 
Cooperation and Forum  on China-Africa Cooperation -  Beijing Action Plan (2007- 
2009), confirm ing a new type o f strategic partnership between China and Africa.

4 Asantenisana, Swahili, meaning uThank you.
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O n c e  aga in , v is it in g  L a tin  A m e ric a , a v ib ra n t  and  p ro m is in g  
c o n tin e n t, I  am  a ll the  m o re  c o n v in ce d  tha t w ith  its  ric h  natural 
endow m ent, th is  co n tin e n t is em bracing  ano the r go ld e n  p e rio d  o f 
developm ent. W e beHeve that a m ore  prosperous  L atin  A m erica  and 
the  Caribbean  w ill benefit b o th  the rest o f  the w o rld  and  C hina.

O u r  relations w ith  this area have n ow  entered  a p eriod  o f  op p or
tu n ity  fo r  rap id  g ro w th . W e sh ou ld  be v is io n a ry  in  approach , keep
abreast o f  the  tim es, b u ild  on  trad itiona l friendsh ip , enhance exchang
es in  aU areas, and  upgrade  cooperation . In  so d o in g , we can forge  a 
stronger partnersh ip  o f  com prehensive  cooperation  featuring  equality, 
m utual benefit and  com m on  developm ent.

P o litic a lly , w e  sh o u ld  tre a t each  o th e r as sin cere  frie n d s , and  
continue  to  show  understanding  and  support fo r  each oth er on  issues 
in vo lv in g  the  core  interests and  m ajor concerns o f  b oth  sides.

E con om ica lly , we shou ld  seize op p ortun ities  created  b y  the  shift 
o f  grow th  m odel on  b oth  sides, fu lly  tap cooperation  potentia l, create 
new  coop era tion  m odalities, expand  con ve rg in g  interests and  foster 
an enduring , stable and  m utually  beneficial business partnersh ip .

C u ltu ra lly , w e  sh ou ld  enhance  in te r-c iv iliza tio n a l d ia logue  and  
cu ltural exchanges. A s  a Chinese  saying goes, ££O n e  should  value  n ot 
o n ly  one^  ow n  cu lture, but also the  cultures o f  others, and  this w ill

con tribu te  to  the  flo u rish in g  o f  all cultures . ” 1 1  hope  we w ill develop  a
m utually  re in fo ro n g  and  exem plary  re lationsh ip  o f  h arm on y  between 
d iffe ren t c iviliza tions.

* Part o f the speech at the Senate o f Mexico, Mexico City, Mexico.
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I  hope  that we w ill w o rk  together to  launch  the  F o rum  o f  China- 
Latin A m erica  and  the  C aribbean  C o o p e ra tio n  at an early  date. W e 
should give  fuU re in  to  o u r respective  strengths, b u ild  a strong  p art
nership o f  com prehensive  cooperation , and  thus contribute  m ore  to  
stability and  prosp erity  in  the  A sia  Pacific  region .

As a Chinese p ro v e rb  go es , “Ju s t as d istan ce  tests a h orse  s
sttength，t im e w ills h o w a p e rs o n ’ss in ce rity .” T h e g i:o w th o fC h in a -

Latin A m erica  and  the  C aribbean  relations has proved  and  w ill con tin 
ue to  p rove  that ours  is an op en , in c lus ive , m utua lly  benefic ia l and  
cooperative re lationship . W e  are convinced  that a stronger partnersh ip  
o f com prehensive  coop era tio n  w ill b oost the  deve lopm ent o f  b o th  
sides as w ell as the  peace, stab ility  and  p ro sp e rity  o f  o u r respective  

regions and  the w orld  as a w hole.

N otes

1 Fei Xiaotong: Appreciating Others' Cultures and Human Civilt^ations, Chinese ed., 
Inner MongoUa People's PubUshing House, H ohhot, 2009, p. 262. Fei X iaotong
(1910-2005) was a Chinese sociologist, anthropologist and social activist. He serve

as vice chairman o f the Standing Committee o f the National People's Congress and 
vice chairman o f the Chinese People's PoUtical Consultative Conference.



Promote the Silk Road Spirit, 
Strengthen China-Arab Cooperation*

June 5} 2014

Y o u r E xce llen cy  P rim e  M in iste r Jaber,
Secretary-G eneral E l A ra b y  o f  the  League o f  A ra b  States,
Heads o f  delegations,
Ladies and  gentlem en,
D ear friends,

A l  Salam aleikumx\ G o o d  m o rn in g ! I  am  v e ry  h a p p y  to d ay  to  
get together w ith  o u r A ra b  friends  and  discuss the  deve lopm ent o f  
the  C h in a -A ra b  States C o o p e ra tio n  F o ru m  (C A S C F )2 and  C hina- 
A ra b  relations. L et m e begin  b y  extend ing, on  b eh a lf o f  the  Chinese 
govern m en t and  ou r people  and  in  m y  ow n  nam e, a w arm  w elcom e  
to  all the  guests, and  let m e o ffe r m y  hearty  congra tu la tions  o n  the
c o n v e n i n g  o f  t h e  s ix th  m in i s t e r i a l  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  C A S C F !

A ra b  friends always feel like  o ld  -friends to  m e. T h is  is attributable  
b o th  to  the w arm  and  sincere attitude  w ith  w hich  we treat each other, 
and  to  the  lo n g  h is to ry  o f  exchanges between the  Chinese  and  A rab  
peoples.

L o o k in g  back  on  the  h is to ry  o f  exchanges betw een  the  Chinese  
and  A ra b  peoples, we im m ediately  th in k  o f  the land  S ilk  R oad  and  the
m aritim e  spice route. O u r  ancestors “ crossed  the  desert fo r  m onths 
o n  end  o n  p ost-h orses,” 3 and  “ sailed  the  oceans day  and  n ig h t，” 4
p u ttin g  them selves at the  fo re fro n t o f  frie n d ly  exchanges betw een  
d iffe ren t nations in  the  ancient w orld .

Speech at the opening ceremony o f the Sixth Ministerial Conference o f the China- 
Arab States Cooperation Forum.
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G an  Y in g 5, Z h en g  H e, and  Ib n  Battuta6 w ere go o d w ill envoys fo r 
C hina-Arab  exchanges w h om  we still rem em ber today. I t  was by  way 
o f the S ilk  Road  that C h in a ’s fo u r great in ven tions  -  paper-m aking， 
gunpow der, p rin tin g , and  the com pass -  were transm itted  via  the A rab  
region  to  E u ro p e , and  it  was also b y  w ay o f  the  S ilk  R oad  that the 
Arabs5 astronom y, calendrical system , and m edicines were in troduced  
to C hina , m arking  an im p o rtan t chapter in  the h is to ry  o f  exchanges 
and m utual learn ing  betw een  civiliza tions.

F o r  h un d red s  o f  years the  s p irit  em b od ied  b y  the  S ilk  R oad , 
nam ely peace and  co o p e ra tio n , openness and  inclusiveness, m utual 
learn ing , and  m utual b en efit, has passed dow n  th ro ugh  the  genera
tions. T h e  C hinese  and  A ra b  peoples have  supported  each oth er in  
m aintaining  national d ign ity  and  safeguarding  state sovereignty, helped  
each oth er in  exp lo rin g  developm ent and  achieving  national rejuvena
tio n , and  learned  fro m  each o th e r in  encourag ing  people-to-peop le  
and cu ltural exchanges and  re v ita liz in g  national culture.

W e w ill n o t fo rget the prom ise  to  support the  cause o f  the Pales
tin ian  people  that C h in a  m ade  to  the  A ra b  states -  w ith  w h ich  we 
had n o t yet established  d ip lom atic  relations -  at the  B andung  C on fe r
ence7 60 years ago. N o r  w ill we fo rget the  votes cast ove r 40  years ago 
by 13 A ra b  states, together w ith  o u r A fric a n  friends, fo r the  P R C  to  
regain  its U N  seat. W e w ill n o t fo rget the  10,000  Chinese  doctors  w ho  
w orked  to  save lives in  the  A ra b  states. N o r  w ill we fo rget the m ost 
generous aid  C hina  received  fro m  o u r A ra b  brothers  after the m assive 
W enchuan  earthquake.

Ladies and gentlem en，dear friends，
T h e  next decade w ill be a crucia l p eriod  fo r  the  developm ent o f  

b oth  C hina  and the  A ra b  states. C hina  has entered  a decisive phase in  
its drive  to  com plete  the  b u ild in g  o f  a m oderately  prosperous society 
in  all respects, and  the fu lfillm e n t o f  this goal represents a crucia l step 
tow ards the  C hinese  D ream  o f  nationa l re juvenation . T o  do  so, we 
have m ade overa ll plans fo r  d riv in g  o u r re fo rm  to  a deeper level. A  
key focus o f  this drive  is to  develop  a ll-round  in ternationa l coopera
tio n  w ith in  an open  econom ic  system  o f  qua lity  and  v ita lity , and  to



346 T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  o f  C h in a

expand  o u r com m on  interests w ith  various  countries  and  regions in 
pursu it o f  m utual benefit. T h e  M idd le  East is in  a phase o f  unprec
edented change, and the  A ra b  states are m aking  effo rts  to  seek reform  
in  th e ir ow n  way. T h e  challenge  o f  ach ieving  nationa l renew al calls 
on  us to  ca rry  forw ard  the  S ilk  R oad  sp irit, bolster developm ent and 
cooperation , and constantly  re in force  a strategic C hina-A rab  re lation
ship  o f  com prehensive  cooperation  and  com m on  developm ent.

T o  prom ote  the  S ilk  R oad  sp irit, we need to  b oost m utual learn
in g  betw een  c iv iliz a tio n s . T h e re  is n o  such  th in g  as a g o o d  o r  a 
bad  c iv iliza tio n . R ather, d iffe re n t c iv iliza tio n s  are enriched  th rough  
exchange. A s  a Chinese  p h ilo so p h e r said, £<T h e  m atching  o f  d iffe r
ent co lo rs  leads to  greater beauty, and  the  com b ination  o f  d iffe rent 
m usica l in s tru m en ts  creates h a rm o n y  and  peace.,,s C h in a  and  the 
A ra b  states have always view ed  each oth er w ith  an open  and  inclusive  
attitude, and  engaged in  dialogues and  exchanges rather than  co n flic t 
and  c o n fro n ta tio n . W e have  set a g o o d  exam p le  o f  h a rm o n io u s  
coexistence  betw een  countries  w ith  d iffe re n t social system s, beliefs, 
and  cu ltu ra l trad itions. C h in a  w ill never fa lte r in  its sup p ort fo r  the 
A ra b  states in  safeguarding  th e ir national cu ltu ral trad itions, and  w ill 
oppose  a ll d isc rim in a tio n  and  p re jud ice  against any  ethn ic  group s  
and  re lig ions. W e shou ld  w o rk  together to  advocate  tolerance  towards 
d iffe re n t c iv iliza tio n s , and  p reven t extrem ist forces  and  ideas fro m  
creating  d iv is io n  betw een  us. 3

T o  prom ote  the S ilk  Road  sp irit, we need to  respect each oth e r’s 
cho ice  o f  deve lopm ent path . “ People  d o n ’t need  to  w ear the  same 
shoes; they should  fin d  w hat suit the ir feet. G overnm ents  don ’t have
to  adopt the same m odel o f  governance; they should  fin d  w hat bene
fits the ir people/59 W hether the path  o f  a cou n try  is the  rig h t one  is a 
m atter to  be decided  by  its people. Ju st as we do  n o t expect all flow ers 
to  be vio le ts , we cannot dem and  that countries  w ith  diverse  cultural 
trad ition s, h isto rica l experiences, and  con tem p o ra ry  nationa l co n d i
tions should  adopt the same developm ent m ode. T h at w ould  make fo r 
a d u ll w orld . T h e  A ra b  states are m aking  the ir ow n  effo rts  to  exp lore  
the ir ow n  developm ent paths. W e are w illin g  to  share ou r experience
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o f  governance  w ith  o u r A ra b  friends, so that each can draw  on  the
w isdom  o f  the  o th e r’s tim e-h o n o red  civiliza tion  and deve lopm ent 

mode.
T o  p ro m o te  the  S ilk  R oad  sp irit, we need to  focus on  m utua lly  

ben efic ia l co o p e ra tio n . W h a t C h in a  pursues is com m on  deve lop-
ment， w h ich  m eans we are a im in g  fo r  a better life  fo r  the  C hinese
people and  fo r  the peoples o f  other countries. In  the next five  years, 
C hina^  im p orts  w ill surpass U S$10  trillion-w orth , and o u r outw ard
F D I  w ill surpass U S$500  b illio n . In  2013, China’s im ports  from  the
A rab  states w ere  w o rth  U S $140  b illio n , accounting fo r  o n ly  7 %  o f  
the annual U S$2  tr illio n  in  im p orted  goods that China  plans fo r  the 
years ahead; and  C h in aJs outw ard  F D I to  the Arab  states was U S$2.2  
b illio n , acco u n tin g  fo r  o n ly  2 .2 %  o f  the US$100 b illio n  in  annual 
outw ard  F D I that C hina  plans fo r the  years ahead. These facts repre
sent an in d ica to r o f  great potentia l and  opportunity. C hina  is happy  
to  connect its ow n  deve lopm ent w ith  the developm ent o f  the A rab
s t a t e s ， a n d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e m  i n  p r o m o t i n g  e m p l o y m e n t ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z a -

don  and  econom ic  grow th .
T o  p ro m o te  the  S ilk  R oad  sp irit, we need to  advocate  dialogue  

and peace. C h ina  firm ly  supports  the  M iddle East peace process and 
the  estab lishm ent o f  an  in d ep en d en t State o f  Palestine, w ith  fu ll 
sovereignty, based o n  the  1967 b orders, and w ith  East Jerusalem  as 
its capital. W e hope  the  parties in vo lve d  will take concrete  measures 
to  rem ove  obstacles to  peace talks and  break the stalemate as soon  
as possib le . C h in a  respects the  reasonable dem ands o f  the  Syrian  
people, and  supports  the  early adoption  o f the Geneva  com m unique  
and  the  o p en in g  o f  an inc lus ive  p o litica l transition, to  b rin g  about 
a p o litica l reso lu tio n  to  the  Syrian  issue. China is deeply concerned  
abou t the  h um an ita rian  s itu a tio n  in  Syria, and w ill p ro v id e  a new  
batch  o f  h um an ita rian  aid  to  Syrian  refugees in  Jo rd a n  and  L eba
non  to  alleviate  th e ir p lig h t. C h in a  supports the establishm ent o f  a
M i d d l e  E a s t  n u c l e a r - w e a p o n - f r e e  z o n e ， a n d  o p p o s e s  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o

change the  p o litica l landscape o f  the  Middle East. C hina  w ill play a 
con structive  ro le  in  reg iona l affa irs, speak up fo r  justice, and  w o rk
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w ith  the  A ra b  states to  encourage  dialogue  as a w ay to  fin d  the  great
est com m on  den om in ato r o n  issues o f  concern  to  all parties. W e will 
d irect a greater level o f  d ip lom atic  e ffo rt to  the  p ro p e r settlem ent o f 
reg iona l flashpoints.

Ladies and  gendem en, dear friends,
T h e  B e lt and  R oad , n am e ly  the  S ilk  R oad  E c o n o m ic  B e lt and 

the M aritim e  S ilk  Road  o f  the 21st C entury, represent paths towards 
m utual b en efit w h ich  w ill b rin g  about closer econ om ic  in tegra tion  
am ong  the  countries  in vo lve d , p ro m o te  developm ent o f  th e ir in fra
stru c tu re  and  in s titu tio n a l in n o v a tio n , create  new  e co n o m ic  and 
e m p lo ym e n t g ro w th  areas, and  enhance  th e ir cap ac ity  to  achieve 
endogenous grow th  and to  p ro tect them selves against risks.

A s  friends b rought together b y  the  S ilk  R oad, C hina  and  the Arab  
states are natura l partners  in  a jo in t e ffo rt to  deve lop  the  B e lt and 
R oad  In itia tive .

T o  deve lop  the  B e lt and  R oad  In itia tiv e , the  tw o  sides need  to 
fo llo w  the princip les  o f  discussion, jo in t developm ent, and  sharing  o f  
benefits. D iscussion  requires that we p o o l co llective  w isdom  and 
ca rry  ou t relevant in itia tives  th rough  negotiations, so that the interests 
and  concerns o f  b o th  sides are balanced, and  the  w isdom  and  ideas 
o f  b oth  sides are reflected. “Jo in t  developm ent”  requires that we give
fu ll play  to  the  strengths and  potentia l o f  b oth  sides, so that a com b i
nation  o f  effo rts  w ill lead  to  sustained progress. A s  the  saying goes, 
A  tow er can be b u ilt one  stone at a tim e; a p o o l can be fo rm ed  from  

single  drops  o f  w ater.^ So we m ust persist in  d o in g  so. ''S h a rin g  o f  
benefits>, requires that b oth  peoples benefit equally fro m  the fru its  o f  
developm ent, w ith  a view  to  jo in in g  C hina  and the A ra b  states even 
m ore  closely  th rough  o u r shared interests and destiny.

T o  develop  the B elt and  R oad  In itia tive , the tw o  sides need to  be 
b o th  far-sighted  and  do w n-to-earth . T o  be fa r-sighted , w e  need  to  
p roduce  the  op tim um  top-leve l design , id e n tify  o u r o rie n ta tio n  and 
goals，and  establish  a “ 1+ 2+ 3”  cooperation  pattern .

1 refers to  cooperation  in  energy  as the core. W e w ill strengthen  
cooperation  in  the  w hole  industria l chain  o f  o il and  natural gas, safe
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guard the security o f  energy  transport co rrid o rs , and  establish  m utu
ally beneficial, safe and  reliable  strategic cooperation  in  energy based 
on long-term  friendship.

“ 2 ”  refers to  “ tw o  w ings”  一  one  being  in frastructu re  and  the other
being trade and  investm ent. W e w ill strengthen  cooperation  on  m ajor 
developm ent program s  and  landm ark  projects  fo r  p u b lic  w ellbeing , 
and devise relevant institu tiona l m echanism s to  facilitate  bilateral trade 
and investm ent. C hina  w ill encourage  its enterprises to  im p o rt m ore
non-o il products  fro m  the  A ra b  states and  o p tim ize  its  trade  struc
ture， in  a b id  to  increase  the  b ila te ra l trade  vo lu m e  fro m  last years
U S$240  b illio n -w o rth  to  U S$600  b illio n -w o rth  in  the  decade ahead. 
C hina  w ill also encourage  its  enterprises  to  invest in  energy, p e tro 
chem icals, agricu lture , m anufacturing, and  services in  the  A rab  states,
aiming to  increase C hina’s investm ent in the non-financial sector in 

the Arab states from  last year’s U S$10  billion to  over U S$60  billion in

the fo llo w in g  decade.
refers to  using  three  advanced  technologies -  nuclear energy, 

space satellites and  new  energy  — as breakth rough  levers in  an e ffo rt 
to  raise  the  le ve l o f  p ragm atic  C h in a -A ra b  co o p e ra tio n . T h e  tw o  
sides m ay discuss the  establishm ent o f  tech n o logy  transfer centers,
jo in tly  develop  tra in in g  centers in  the  A rab  states fo r  the  peaceful use

o f  nuclear energy, and  launch  program s  to  in troduce  C h in as  B eidou  
N avigation  Satellite System  to  the  A ra b  states.

T o  be dow n-to-earth , we need  to  aim  fo r  qu ick  successes. A s  an
Arab proverb goes， “W ords proved by action are the m ost powerful.”

W e need to  step up  n egotia tion s  o n  program s  on  w h ich  consensus 
has already been  reached  and  fo r  w h ich  the  found ation s  have been  
la id  — program s  such as the  Free  Trade  A rea  betw een  C h ina  and  the 
C o o p e ra tio n  C o u n c il fo r  the  A ra b  States o f  the  G u lf, the  C h ina- 
U n ited  A ra b  E m ira tes  Jo in t  In vestm en t F u n d , and  the  A ra b  states 
p artic ip a tion  in  the  preparations  fo r  the  A s ian  In frastru ctu re  In ve st
m ent B ank. These  program s  m ust be  launched  as soon  as the  co n d i
tions  are ripe. T h e  sooner we have substantial results to  show  fro m  
the  d eve lop m en t o f  the  B e lt and  R oad  In itia tiv e , the  easier it  w ill
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be to  keep the  various  parties m otivated  and  set exam ples fo r  other 
program s.

T h e  tw o  sides need to  re ly  on  and  enhance the trad itiona l friend
ship  between C hina  and  the A ra b  states. T h e  fostering  o f  friendship  
betw een  the  peoples o f  the  tw o  sides represents a key  foundation  
and  an im p o rtan t elem ent o f  the  B elt and  Road  In itia tive . I  hereby 
declare that C hina  and the A ra b  states have decided  to  designate 2014 
and  2015  as Years o f  C h in a -A ra b  F rie n d sh ip  and  to  h o ld  a series 
o f  frie n d ly  exchange  events. W e are also w illin g  to  enhance  cultural 
exchanges b y  h o stin g  arts festivals, to  encourage  m o re  students to 
engage in  social exchanges w ith  the  oth er side such as study, and to 
strengthen  cooperation  in  tou rism , aviation , jou rnalism , and  publish
ing. In  the next three years C hina  w ill tra in  another 6,000  A ra b  people 
in  various  skills  to  be app lied  in  the  A ra b  states. W e w ill share our 
experiences  o f  deve lopm ent and  p o ve rty  a lle v ia tio n  w ith  the  A rab  
states, and  in tro d u ce  those  o f  o u r advanced  tech n o log ies  tha t are 
suited  to  the ir needs. In  the next decade, C hina  w ill organ ize  m utual 
visits  and exchanges by  10,000  Chinese  and A ra b  artists, prom ote  and 
support dedicated cooperation  betw een  200  Chinese  and A ra b  cu ltu r
al in stitu tio n s , and  in v ite  and  su p p ort 500  A ra b  cu ltu ra l and  artistic  
personages to  study in  C hina.

Ladies and gentlem en, dear friends,

T he  establishm ent o f  the C A S C F  was a strategic step taken fo r the
lon g-term  developm ent o f  C h in a-A rab  relations. A fte r  10 years, the 
Forum  has becom e an effective  means by  w hich  we are able to  enrich  
the strategic content o f  C hina-A rab  relations and  prom ote  pragm atic 
cooperation  between the  tw o  sides. O u r  jo in t e ffo rts  to  develop  the 
B elt and Road  In itia tive  represent a new  op p ortun ity  and a new  starting 
p o in t fo r  upgrad ing  the Forum . O n ly  by  seizing  this o p p o rtu n ity  w ill 
we be able to  m aintain  ou r current progress w hile  ensuring  sustainable 
developm ent in  the future; and o n ly  by  starting  from  this new  p o in t w ill 
we be able to  broaden  ou r prospects and give  fu rther im petus to  devel
opm ent. In  one  sentence, the Forum  needs to  serve as the basis o f  and 
support fo r fu rther developm ent between the tw o  sides.
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We sh ou ld  take the  F o ru m  as a le ve r to  enhance  com m unica-

don on  policy. Instead  o f  sidestepping  the differences and  problem s 
between us, we need to  treat each oth e r in  a fran k  and  honest way, 
com m unicate  w ith  each oth e r w ith  regard  to  o u r respective  fo re ign  
policies and developm ent strategies, enhance p o litica l trust, and  facili
tate coord in a tion  strategies, w ith  a v iew  to  p ro v id in g  p o licy  support 

for ou r cooperation.
W e  sh o u ld  take  the  F o ru m  as a le v e r to  e xte n d  c o o p e ra tio n  

in  a pragm atic  fash ion . T h e  deve lop m en t in itia tives  o f  b o th  sides 
are m u tu a lly  com p lem entary. W e  need  to  p ro m o te  the  sh arin g  o f  
resources on  b o th  sides, and  ta lk  and  cooperate  w ith  each oth er w ith  
the greatest possib le  frankness  and  sin cerity . In s tead  o f  try in g  to  
achieve h ead line-grab b in g  successes, co llec tive  co o p e ra tio n  shou ld  
aim  fo r  m easures that lay  the  fo u n d a tio n s  fo r  lo n g -te n n  d eve lop 

ment.
W e should  take the  F o ru m  as a lever to  forge  ahead w ith  innova

tio n . In n o v a tio n  constitu tes  the  life b lo o d  o f  the  F o ru m . T h e  tw o

sides need to  adopt new  ideas, new  measures, and  new  m echanism s in  
a b id  to  resolve  the d ifficu lties  that we encounter in  pragm atic coop 
eration, and  clear practical bottlenecks and  u n lock  potentia l fo r coop 
eration  th rough  a sp irit o f  re fo rm  and  inn ova tion .

Ladies and gentlem en，dear friends，
T h e  rap id  deve lop m en t o f  C h in a -A ra b  re la tion s  has created  a 

close  lin k  in  the  fu tu re  o f  the  peoples  o f  b o th  sides. In  Z h e jia n g  
P ro v in ce  w here  I  used  to  w o rk , there  is a Jo rd a n ia n  businessm an  
nam ed  M uham ad  w h o  runs  a genuine  A ra b ia n  restaurant in  Y iw u  
C ity, w here  a lo t o f  A ra b  business people  gather. T h ro u g h  b rin g in g
genuine  A rab ian  cuisine  to  Yiwu， he has achieved business success in

this prosperous Chinese  city, and  has gone  on  to  m arry  a Chinese  g irl 
and settle dow n  in  C hina. In teg ra tin g  his ow n  goals w ith  the Chinese 
dream  o f  happiness, this young  A ra b  m an  has b u ilt a m arvelous life  
fo r h im se lf through  his perseverance -  he em bodies a perfect com b i
nation  o f  the Chinese  D ream  and the  A ra b  D ream .
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B o th  the  C hinese  and  the  A ra b  n ation s  have  created  splendid  
civ iliza tion s, and  b oth  have experienced  setbacks am idst the  changing 
tim es o f  m odern  history. T h ere fo re , national rejuvenation  has become 
the  goal o f  b oth  sides. L et us w o rk  shoulder to  shoulder to  prom ote  
the  S ilk  R oad  sp irit, strengthen  C h in a-A rab  coop era tion , realize  the 
Chinese  D ream  and A ra b  rev ita liza tion , and strive  fo r  the  lo fty  cause 
o f  peace and  developm ent fo r  hum ankind!

Shukran°\ T h an k  you!

N o te s

1 ^4/ a/?/是勝, Arabic，meaning “Hello.”
2 Consisting o f China and the 22 member states o f the League o f Arab States, 

the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum  was established on January 30, 2004, 
aiming at strengthening the dialogue and cooperation between China and the Arab 
states to promote peace and development.

3 Fan Ye: The Book of Eastern Han (Hou Han Shu). Fan Ye (398-445) was a histo
rian o f the N orthern and Southern Dynasties.

4 Records of the Manifestation of the Goddessf Power {Tian Fei U ng Ying Zhi //), com
m only known as the uInscription by Zheng H e,^ records the seven voyages by 
Zheng He to the western ocean (Indian Ocean). See note 4, p. 288.

5 Gan Y ing (dates unknown) was an envoy o f the Eastern Han Dynasty. Being 
sent to the Homan Em pire in 97, Gan Y ing travded to as far as the Persian G u lf 
before returning. Although he did not reach Rome, his ^nission served to enhance 
China’s knowledge o f Central Asian countries.

6 Ibn  Battuta (1304-1377) was a Moroccan explorer.
7 The Bandung Conference was a meeting o f India, Indonesia, Burma (Myan- 

mar)，Ceylon (Sri Lanka), Pakistan, China, and 23 other Asian and African countries, 
which took place during A pril 18-24,1955, in Bandung, Indonesia.

8 Feng Youlan: ''Inscription on the Monument o f National Southwestern Asso
ciated U n ive rs ity ,Complete Works of Sansongtang {San Song Tang Quart //), Vol. 14, Chi
nese ed., Henan Peopled Publishing House, Zhengzhou, 2000, p. 154. Feng Youlan 
(1895-1990) was a Chinese philosopher and historian o f philosophy.

9 W ei Yuan: Treatise on Scholarship and Politics (Mo Gu). Wei Yuan (1794-1857) was 
a thinker, Confucian classicist, historian, and poet o f the Q ing Dynasty.

10 Shukran, Arabic, meaning uThank you.>,

Holding talks with Russian President Vladimir Putin in the Kremlin, Moscow, Russia, March 

22,2013.



Speaking at the Julius Njerere International Convention Center in Dar es Salaam, Tanza
nia, March 25, 2013.

Attending the Fifth BR1CS Summit in Durban, South Africa, 

March 27, 2013.
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With state leaders and heads of international organî atiJns, at the Boao Forum for Asia Annual
Conference 2013, held in Hainan Province, A pril 7, 20 3.

Visiting a farmng family with his wife, Peng Uyuan, during a state visit to Costa Rica, June 

3, 2013.
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Meeting with US Present Barack Obama at Sunny lands, California, USA, June 7y 2013.



Taking part in the 13 th SCO Summit in Bishkek, Kyrgy^an, September 13, 2013. Attending the 2 )st A PR C  Economic headers' Meeting, Bali, Indonesia, October 8, 2013.



A t a state banquet with his wife, Peng Ujuan, in their honor given by King Willem-Alexan
der of the Netherlands at the Royal Palace in Amsterdam, March 22, 2014.

A t the inauguration ceremony, with his wife, Peng Uyuan, of the Center for the Promotion of 
China-Lyons Relations and the Museum of History of Vniversite Franco-Chinoise, during his 

visit to the original site of the university, Lyons, France, March 26, 2014.



Hosting a welcoming banquet on behalf of the Chinese government and people at the Shanghai 
International Conference Center for guests attending the Fourth Summit of the Conference on 
Interaction and Confidence-Building Measures in Asia, May 20, 2014.

M u lt i la te r a l  R e la t io n s



Work Hand in Hand for Common Development*

March 27, 2013

Y our E xce llen cy  President Jacob  Zum a,
Y o u r E xce llen cy  President D ilm a  R ousseff,
Y o u r E xce llen cy  President V la d im ir P utin ,
Y o u r Exce llency  P rim e  M in ister M anm ohan  Singh,
Ladies and gentlem en，

I t  gives  m e grea t p leasure  to  com e  b ack  to  S ou th  A fr ic a , the  
R ainbow  N a tio n , after m y  last v is it m ore  than  tw o  years ago. I  am  
deeply im pressed  b y  the  w arm  h osp ita lity  o f  the  South  A frica n  people  
and th e ir stro ng  su p p ort fo r  B R IC S  coop e ra tio n . I  w ish  to  extend  
m y heartfe lt thanks to  yo u , P resident Z u m a , and  the  South  A fric a n  
governm ent fo r the  th o u gh tfu l arrangem ents you  have m ade fo r  the 
m eeting.

A s  an o ld  Chinese  saying goes, ''N o th in g , n o t even  m ountains and 
seas, can  separate people  w ith  com m on  goals and  ideals/51 T h e  five  
countries fro m  fo u r continents  are gathering  here fo r  the great goal o f  
fostering  partnersh ip  fo r  com m on  developm ent and  the  nob le  cause 
o f  p ro m o tin g  dem ocracy  in  in ternationa l relations, and  advancing  the 
peace and  developm ent o f  m ankind . T o  pursue  peace, developm ent 
and  m utua lly  b en efic ia l coop e ra tio n  is o u r com m on  asp ira tion  and  
responsibility.

W e  shou ld  firm ly  u p h o ld  in te rn a tio n a l fa irness and  justice, and  
w orld  peace and  stability. T h e  w orld  today  is n o t peaceful, continually  
facing  new  g lob a l threats and  challenges. T h e  B R IC S  countries  love  
and cherish  peace, and  we share the  aspiration  o f  lasting  peace in  the

* A  keynote speech at the Fifth BRICS Leaders Meeting, Durban, South Africa.
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w o rld , a peaceful and  stable social environm ent fo r  all countries and a 
decent life  fo r all peoples.

N o  m atter how  in ternationa l situations m ay u n fo ld , we should  stay 
com m itted  to  p ursu in g  peaceful d eve lop m en t and  m utua lly  benefi
cia l coopera tion . W h at we need  is peace and  co o p e ra tio n , n o t war 
and  con frontation . W h ile  pursu ing  o u r ow n  interests, we should  also 
accom m odate the legitim ate  concerns o f  other countries.

N o  m atter how  the in ternationa l setup m ay evo lve , we should  stay 
com m itted  to the princip les  o f  equality, dem ocracy and  inclusiveness. 
W e should  respect the rig h t o f  all countries to  independently  choose 
the ir social systems and  developm ent paths and the d iversity  o f  civi
liza tion s. C ountries, irrespective  o f  th e ir size, strength  and  leve l o f  
developm ent, are all equal m em bers o f  the in ternationa l com m unity; 
the internal affairs o f  a cou n try  should  be handled  b y  its ow n  people, 
and  international affairs should  be m anaged b y  all countries through  
consultation.

N o  m atter how  the re fo rm  o f  the globa l governance  system  may 
proceed, we should  take an active  and  constructive  part in  the  process 
o f  m aking  the in te rn a tion a l o rd e r tru ly  just and  equitab le, and  thus 
p ro vid e  institu tional safeguards fo r  w orld  peace and  stability.

W e should  v igo ro u s ly  p rom ote  a g loba l developm ent partnersh ip  
and  w o rk  fo r the com m on  p ro sp e rity  o f  all countries. A  single  tree 
does n o t make a forest. In  this era o f  con tin u in g  econom ic  globa liza
tio n , we B R IC S  countries should  n o t just seek o u r ow n  developm ent, 
but also w ork  fo r the com m on  developm ent o f  all countries.

W e should  ru n  o u r ow n  affa irs  w ell b y  expand ing  o u r econom y  
and  im p ro v in g  the  peopled  lives, and  create new  sources o f  grow th  
fo r  the w orld  econom y. W e should  encourage  all countries to  strength
en coord ination  o f  m acro-econom ic  policies, re fo rm  the in ternationa l 
m o n eta ry  and  fin a n c ia l system s, p ro m o te , lib e ra lize , and  fac ilita te  
trade and  investm ent, and  bolster the m om entum  o f  globa l econom ic  
grow th .

W e should  w o rk  toge th e r o n  setting  the  in te rn a tio n a l d e ve lo p 
m ent agenda, make fu ll use o f  the p ro d u c tiv ity  and  m aterial resources
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accumulated by  m ankind , achieve the  U N  M illen n ium  D eve lopm ent 
Goals, narrow  the  N o rth -S ou th  gap  in  developm ent, and  m ake global 
developm ent m ore  balanced. T h e  them e  o f  today’s m eeting，“ Partner- 
ship fo r D eve lopm ent，In teg ra tio n  and  In d u s tria liza tio n ，’’ is n ot on ly
the developm ent goal o f  the  B R IC S  countries, but also an im p ortan t 
area o f  coop era tion  betw een  the  B R IC S  countries  and  the  A fric a n  
countries.

W e sh o u ld  fo rg e  a s tro n g  b o n d  am o n g  the  B R IC S  co u n trie s  
through  b u ild ing  this partnership , advance o u r cooperation  in  econom y 
and trade, finance, in frastructure , personnel in te rflow  and other fields, 
and m ove  towards the goal o f  integrated  m arkets, m ulti-tiered  finan
cial, netw ork, land, air and  sea links, and greater cultural exchanges.

W e shou ld  jo in tly  su p p o rt A fr ic a ’s p u rsu it o f  stro n ger g ro w th , 
accelerated in tegra tion , and  industria liza tion , and  help  A fric a  becom e  
a new  grow th  pole  in  the  w orld  econom y.

W e sh ou ld  re in fo rc e  m u tu a lly  b e n e fic ia l co o p e ra tio n  and  o u t
comes. W e still have a lo n g  w ay to  go  before  we can deliver a decent 
life  to  the  three  b illio n  people  o f  o u r countries  and  fu lly  m eet the ir 
aspirations fo r a better life . T o  accom plish  this task, we shou ld  re ly  
first and  forem ost on  o u r ow n  effo rts , b u t we also need closer coop 
eration  am ong  the B R IC S  countries.

W e  sh ou ld  con tin u e  to  enhance  p o litic a l tru s t am ong  o u r five  
countries and friendsh ip  am ong  o u r peoples, do  m ore  to  share experi
ences in  governance, and  jo in tly  prom ote  industria liza tion , IT  applica
tio n , u rban iza tion  and  agricu ltu ra l m od ern iza tio n . W e shou ld  fo llo w  
the law  go vern in g  developm ent, foster new  ideas and  m eet difficu lties  
head o n  in  p u rsu in g  deve lop m en t. W e sh ou ld  con tin u e  to  step up  
co o rd in a tio n  and  coop era tio n  und er the  fram ew orks  o f  the  U n ited  
N atio n s , the  G 2 0  and  in te rn a tio n a l econ om ic  and  fin anc ia l in s titu 
tions to  uphold  o u r com m on  interests.

W e should  translate o u r p o litica l consensus in to  concrete  actions, 
active ly  pursue  such  in itia tives  as a B R IC S  d eve lop m en t ban k  and  
con tin gen t reserve  arrangem ent, accelerate practica l coop era tio n  in  
all fields, consolidate  the  econom ic  and  social found ation  o f  coopera
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tio n , and  present a positive  im age  o f  the  B R IC S  countries  pursuing  
b o th  dom estic  developm ent and  in ternationa l cooperation .

I t  is on ly  five  years since the B R IC S  m echanism  was launched, and it 
is still at its in itia l stage o f  developm ent. W e should  ru n  ou r ow n  affairs 
w ell, strengthen  the  cooperative  partnersh ip  am ong  B R IC S  countries 
and  im prove  institu tiona l b u ild in g  fo r B R IC S  cooperation . O u r  cause 
w ill surely thrive  as lon g  as we keep firm  confidence  in  ou r ow n  devel
opm ent paths and in  cooperation  am ong  the B R IC S  countries, do  not 
flinch  from  facing  risks and are n ot m isled  by  any distraction.

D ear colleagues,
I  kn ow  you  all have a keen in terest in  C h in a^  future  developm ent. 

L o o k in g  ahead, C h in a  w ill w o rk  tow ards  tw o  goals: F irs t, we w ill 
doub le  C h in a ’s 2010  G D P  and  per capita  incom e  o f  urban  and  rural 
residents b y  2020  and  b rin g  about a m oderate ly  prosperous  society 
in  all respects that benefits o u r p op u la tion  o f  m ore  than  one  b illio n . 
Second , we w ill b u ild  C h in a  in to  a m odern  socia list c o u n try  that is 
prosperous, strong, dem ocratic, cu ltu ra lly  advanced  and  harm on ious  
by  2049, w hen  we m ark  the  centenary o f  the  fou n d in g  o f  the  Peopled 
R epub lic  o f  C hina.

T o  achieve these tw o  goals, we w ill continue  to  m ake developm ent 
o u r top  p rio rity  and  econom ic  g ro w th  o u r central task, and  prom ote  
econom ic  and  social developm ent. W e w ill put the  peop le ’s interests 
firs t, strive  fo r  a ll-round  progress in  the econ© mic, p o litica l, cu ltural, 
social and  ecological fie lds, coord inate  all aspects o f  o u r m odern iza
tio n  drive , and  m ake C hina  a beautifu l country.

O u r  d eve lop m en t end eavor is an  op en  on e , as we w ill rem ain  
com m itted  to  the basic state p o lic y  o f  open ing  to  the  outside  w orld  
and  the  m utually  beneficial strategy o f  open ing  up  and  fu rth e r lib e ra l
ize  o u r econom y.

O u r  developm ent endeavor is a cooperative  one, as we w ill w ork  
fo r  co m m o n  d e ve lo p m e n t, c a rry  o u t e con om ic  and  te ch n o lo g ica l 
c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  a ll o th e r co u n trie s  o n  the  basis o f  eq u a lity  and  
m utual benefit, and  p rom ote  o u r ow n  developm ent and the  com m on  
developm ent o f  all countries th rough  cooperation .
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T o  achieve  these tw o  goals, we need  a sound  exte rna l e n v iro n 
m ent. C hina  w ill continue  to  pursue  an independent fore ign  p o licy  o f  
peace and align  the interests o f  the Chinese  people  w ith  those o f  the 
peoples o f  all oth er countries. W e w ill w o rk  w ith  oth er countries to  
strengthen  m acro-econom ic  p o lic y  coo rd in a tion , oppose  p ro tection 
ism , im p rove  globa l econom ic  governance  and  b oost globa l grow th .

D ear colleagues,
E n h a n c in g  coop e ra tio n  w ith  o th e r B R IC S  countries  has always 

been a d ip lom atic  p rio rity  fo r  C h in a . O u r  co u n try  w ill continue  to  
strengthen  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  the  o th e r B R IC S  co u n trie s , im p ro ve  
the structure, and  m ake it  m ore  p roductive . T h e  result w ill be m ore  
robust grow th  fo r  all concerned. T h is  w ill deliver real gains to  people  
o f  all countries and  m ake a greater con trib u tio n  to  w orld  peace and 
developm ent.

T h an k  you!

N otes

1 Ge Hong: T h e  M a s t e r  W h o  E m b r a c e s  S im p lic it) !  (B a o  P u  Z i ) . Ge H ong (c. 281- 
341), also known as Bao Pu Z i, was a m inor official during the Eastern Jin  Dynasty 
(317-420). He was best known for his interest in Taoism, alchemy and techniques o f 
longevity. Composed o f two volumes, the Inner Chapter and the Outer Chapter, T h e  

M a s te r  W h o  E m b r a c e s  S im p lic i ty  recounts the authors pursuit o f life through maintain
ing health with Taoism and governing the country with Confucianism.



A Better Future for Asia and the World*

April 7, 2013

Y o u r  E xce lle n c ie s , H eads  o f  State and  G o ve rn m e n t, Speakers o f 
Parliam ent, Heads o f  In te rn a tion a l O rgan iza tion s, M inisters, 

M em bers o f  the B oard  o f  D irec to rs  o f  the B oao  F o rum  fo r  Asia, 
D istingu ished  guests,
Ladies and  gentlem en，
D ear friends,

In  th is  balm y  season o f  clear skies and  w arm , coconut-scented  
breezes, I  am  so glad  to  m eet a ll o f  yo u  at the  B o a o  F o ru m  for 
A s ia  A n n u a l C onference  2013  here  in  H a in an , a picturesque  island 
em braced  by  the vast ocean.

L et m e begin  by  extend ing, o n  b eh a lf o f  the Chinese  governm ent 
and  people  and  also in  m y  ow n  nam e, a heartfe lt w elcom e  to  you  and 
w arm  congratu lations  on  the  op en in g  o f  the  A n n ua l C onference  o f 
the  B oao  Forum .

In  the  12 years since  its  fo u n d in g , the  B o a o  F o ru m  fo r  Asia  
has becom e  an im p o rta n t fo ru m  w ith  g ro w in g  g lo b a l in fluen ce . In  
C hinese  cu ltu re , 12 years fo rm  a zo d iaca l cycle1. In  th is  sense, the 
B oao  F o rum  has reached a new  starting  p o in t, and  I  hope  it  w ill scale 
even  greater heights.

T h e  them e o f  the curren t annual conference，“A sia  Seeking  Devel- 
opm ent fo r  A ll: R estructu ring , R esp on sib ility  and  C oo p e ra tio n ，”  is a 
h igh ly  re levant one. I  hope  you  w ill engage in  in-depth  discussions on 
p ro m o tin g  developm ent in  A sia  and  beyond, thus co n trib u tin g , w ith  
yo u r v is io n  and  com m itm ent, to  peace, stab ility  and  p rosp erity  in  Asia  
and  the w orld  at large.

* A  keynote speech at the Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 2013.
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The  w orld  today  is g o in g  th rough  p ro fo u n d  and com plex  changes. 
Countries have becom e  increasingly  inter-connected  and  inter-depen
dent. Several b illio n  people  in  a large  num ber o f  deve lop ing  countries 
are em bracing m odern iza tion . T h e  trend  o f  the  tim es -  peace, devel
opment, cooperation  and m utual benefit -  is ga in ing  m om entum .

O n  the other hand, o u r w orld  is far fro m  peaceful. D eve lopm ent 
remains a m ajor challenge; the  g loba l econom y  has entered  a period  
o f pro found  readjustm ent, and  recovery  rem ains elusive. T h e  in te r
national financial sector is fraught w ith  risks, p ro tection ism  in  various  
form s is on  the rise, countries  still face m any d ifficu lties  in  adjusting  
their econ om ic  stru c tu re , and  the  g lo b a l go vern an ce  m echanism s 
call fo r im provem ent. I t  rem ains an u p h ill battle  fo r  all countries to  
achieve com m on  developm ent.

Asia  is one o f  the m ost dynam ic and m ost prom ising  regions in  the
world, and its developm ent is closely connected w ith  that o f  other conti
nents. Asian  countries have energetically exp lored  developm ent paths 
suited to  their national conditions  and greatly boosted  global develop
ment through  their ow n. W orking  side by side w ith  the rest o f  the w orld  
in a tim e o f  difficu lty  to  tackle the international financial crisis, Asia  has 
emerged as a m ajor engine d riv in g  w orld  econom ic recovery and grow th. 
In  recent years, A sia  has contributed  m ore  than  50 percent o f  global 
grow th, instilling  m uch-needed confidence  in to  the rest o f  the w orld .
W hat is m ore，Asia ’s cooperation  w ith  other groupings at regional and

sub-regional levels has great vita lity  and prom ising  prospects.
B ut we should  also be keenly aware that A sia  still faces m any d iffi

culties and challenges in  b oostin g  b o th  its ow n  developm ent and jo in t 
developm ent w ith  o th e r regions. T h e  road  ahead is n eith er sm ooth  
nor straight.

A s ia  needs to  tran sfo rm  and  upgrade  its deve lopm ent m odel in  
keeping w ith  the  trend  o f  the  tim es. Sustainable developm ent is still 
°f param ount im portance  to  A s ia , because this holds  the  key to  so lv
ing  m ajor p rob lem s  and  d ifficu ltie s . I t  is im p o rta n t that we shou ld  
shift the grow th  m odel, adjust the  econom ic  structure, make develop
m ent m ore  cost-effective  and  im p rove  the  quality  o f  life .
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W e sh ou ld  m ake  concerted  e ffo rts  to  reso lve  m a jo r d ifficu lties  
to  ensure stab ility  in  A s ia , w h ich  n ow  faces new  challenges, as new  
flashpo in ts  keep em erging , and  b o th  trad ition a l and  non-trad itiona l 
security threats exist. A sian  countries  should  increase m utual trust and 
w ork  together to  ensure durable  peace and  stab ility  in  o u r region .

W e  need  to  b u ild  on  past success and  p ro m o te  coop e ra tio n  in  
A s ia . T h e re  are  m an y  m ech an ism s  and  in itia tiv e s  fo r  enhancing  
cooperation  in  A sia , and a lo t  o f  ideas are being  exp lored  by  various 
parties. W h at we need to  do  is to  enhance m utual understanding, build  
consensus and enrich  cooperation  so as to  strike  a balance am ong  the 
interests o f  the various  stakeholders and b u ild  m echanism s that bring  
benefits to  us all.

Ladies and  gendem en,
D ear friends,
M a n k in d  has o n ly  one  e a rth , and  it  is h om e  to  a ll cou n tries . 

C o m m o n  deve lopm ent — the  ve ry  fou n d a tion  o f  sustainable  devel
opm ent — meets the  lon g-te rm  and  fundam ental interests o f  all the 
p eo p le  in  the  w o rld . A s  m em bers  o f  the  sam e g lo b a l v illa g e , we 
sh ou ld  fo s te r a sense o f  c o m m u n ity  o f  shared  fu tu re , fo llo w  the 
trend  o f  the tim es, keep to  the rig h t d irection , stick  together in  time 
o f  d iffic u lty  and  ensure that developm ent in  A sia  and  the rest o f  the 
w orld  reaches new  heights.

F irst, we should  b o ld ly  break  new  grou n d  and create an irresistib le  
im petus fo r  com m on  developm ent.

O v e r  the years, m any countries and  regions have developed  good  
practices in  m ainta in in g  stab ility  and  p ro m o tin g  g ro w th . W e should  
c o n tin u e  such  p ractices . H o w e ve r, n o th in g  in  the  w o rld  rem ains  
constant, and, as a Chinese  saying  goes, <CA  wise m an  changes his way 
as circum stances  change; a know ledgeab le  person  alters his  m eans 
as tim es evo lve .?,2 W e shou ld  abandon  o u r outdated  m indsets, break 
away fro m  the o ld  confines  that fe tter developm ent, and  unleash  all 
potentia ls  fo r  developm ent. W e shou ld  redoub le  o u r effo rts  to  sh ift 
the  grow th  m odel and adjust the  econom ic  structure, raise the quality 
o f  deve lopm ent and  im p ro ve  the  qua lity  o f  life . W e shou ld  steadily
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reform  the international econom ic and financial systems, im prove  global 
governance mechanism s，and ensure sound  and stable global econom ic 
grow th. A sia , w ith  its long-standing  capacity fo r  adjusting  to  change, 
should ride  on  the waves o f  the tim es，and make changes in  Asia  and 
the developm ent o f  the w orld  reinforce  and benefit each other.

Second, we should  w o rk  together to  uph o ld  peace so as to  provid e  
a secure environm ent fo r  com m on  developm ent.

Peace is the  ever-lasting  w ish  o f  o u r people . Peace, like  a ir and  
sunshine, is h a rd ly  n o ticed  w hen  p eop le  en jo y  it. B u t none  o f  us 
can live  w ith o u t it. W ith o u t peace, deve lopm ent is ou t o f  the  ques
tion. C ountries, b ig  o r sm all, strong  o r w eak, rich  o r  p o o r, should  all 
contribute  the ir share to  m ainta in ing  and  enhancing  peace.

R ather than  und erm in in g  each oth e rs  e ffo rts , we should  com ple
m ent each  o th e r and  w o rk  fo r  jo in t  p ro g re ss . T h e  in te rn a tio n a l 
com m unity  should  cham pion  the  vis io n  o f  com prehensive, com m on  
and cooperative  security so as to  tu rn  o u r g loba l village  in to  one  b ig  
p la tfo rm  fo r com m on  developm ent rather than  an arena w here  gladia
tors figh t each other. N o  one  should  be allow ed  to  cause chaos in  any 
region  o r  even the w hole  w o rld  fo r  selfish  gains.

W ith  g ro w in g  in te ra ctio n  am ong  coun tries, p rob lem s  are in e v i
table. W h at is im p ortan t is that countries  shou ld  resolve  differences 
through  dialogue, consu ltation  and  peaceful negotia tion  in  the broader 
interest o f  a sound  grow th  o f  the ir relations.

T h ird , we sh ou ld  b o o st co o p e ra tio n  as an effective  veh ic le  fo r  
enhancing  com m on  developm ent.

A s  we often  say in  C h in a , a single  flo w er does n o t m ake spring, 
w h ile  on e  h u n d re d  flo w e rs  in  fu ll b lo ss o m  b rin g  s p rin g  to  the  
garden. A ll countries  are close ly  lin ked  and  share con ve rg in g  in te r
ests. T h ey  shou ld  b oth  p o o l and  share th e ir strength. W h ile  pursu ing  
its ow n  interests, a co u n try  shou ld  respect the  leg itim ate  concerns o f  
others. In  p ursu ing  its ow n  developm ent, a co u n try  shou ld  prom ote  
the com m on  d eve lop m en t o f  a ll. W e shou ld  enhance  South-South  
cooperation  and  N o rth -S o u th  dia logue, p ro m o te  balanced  deve lop 
m ent o f  the deve lop in g  and  developed  countries, and  consolidate  the
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fou n d a tion  fo r  sustain ing  stable g ro w th  o f  the  g lob a l econom y. We 
need  to  w o rk  harder to  create and  upgrade  coop era tion , d e live r m ore 
deve lopm ent dividends  to  o u r peop le , and  con trib u te  m ore  to  global 
grow th .

F o u rth , we should  rem ain  open  and  inclusive  to  broaden  the scope 
fo r  enhancing  com m on  developm ent.

T h e  ocean  is vast because  it  is fed  b y  h un dreds  o f  rive rs . We 
sh ou ld  respect the  rig h t o f  a c o u n try  to  in d e p e n d e n tly  choose  its 
socia l system  and  deve lop m en t p ath , ease d is tru st and  m isg ivings, 
and tu rn  the diversity  o f  o u r w o rld  and  differences am ong  countries 
in to  dynam ism  and  m om entum . W e should  keep an open  m in d , draw  
upon  developm ent practices o f  oth er continents, share developm ent 
resources and  prom ote  regional cooperation .

D u rin g  the  firs t decade and  m ore  o f  the new  century, trade  w ith in  
A sia  has increased  fro m  U S$800  b illio n -w o rth  to  U S$3  trillion -w orth , 
and  A s ia Js trade  w ith  oth er regions  has grow n  fro m  U S$1.5  trillion -  
w o rth  to  U S $4.8  trillio n -w o rth . T h is  dem onstrates that cooperation  
in  A sia  is open  and  goes hand  in  hand  w ith  A s ia ’s coopera tion  w ith  
other regions, and  that everyone  has gained  from  such cooperation .

A s ia  shou ld  w elcom e  non-A sian  countries  to  p lay  a constructive  
ro le  in  ensuring  stab ility  and  d eve lop m en t o f  the  reg io n . L ikew ise, 
n o n -A s ia n  co u n trie s  sh ou ld  respect A s ia 5s d ive rs ity  and  its  lo n g 
standing  tra d itio n  o f  coop e ra tio n . T h is  w ill ^create a dynam ic  envi
ron m en t in  w hich  A sia  and  oth er regions  enjoy  m utua lly  re in fo rc in g  
progress.

Ladies and  gendem en,
D ear friends,
C h ina  is an im p ortan t m em ber o f  the A sian  fam ily  and  the  global 

fam ily. C h ina  cannot develop  itse lf in  iso la tion  fro m  the rest o f  Asia  
and  the  w o rld . O n  th e ir p art, the  rest o f  A sia  and  the  w o rld  cannot 
enjoy  prosp erity  and  stab ility  w ith o u t C hina.

Last N ovem ber, the C P C  held  its 18th  N atio na l C ongress, w hich  
designed  the b lueprin t fo r  C h in a ’s developm ent in  the  years to  com e. 
T h e  m ain  goals we set fo r  C h ina  are as fo llow s:
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B y  2020, C h in a ’s G D P  and per capita incom e  fo r  urban  and ru ra l 
residents w ill double  the 2010  figures, and  the b u ild in g  o f  a m oderate
ly prosperous society in  all respects w ill be accom plished. B y  the m id- 
21st century, C hina  w ill be tu rned  in to  a m odern , prosperous, strong, 
dem ocratic, cu ltu ra lly  advanced  and  harm on ious  socialist coun try ; and 
the Chinese D ream  — the  renew al o f  the Chinese  nation , w ill be real
ized. L o o k in g  ahead, we are fu ll o f  confidence  in  C h in a^  future.

S till, we are aware that C hina  rem ains the  w o rld s  largest develop
ing  coun try , and  it  faces m any  d ifficu ltie s  and  challenges. W e need 
to make relentless e ffo rts  in  the  years ahead to  d e live r a better life  
to all ou r people. W e are absolutely com m itted  to  re fo rm  and  open
ing  up, and  we w ill concentra te  o n  the  m a jo r task o f  sh iftin g  the  
grow th  m odel, focus on  ru n n in g  o u r ow n  affairs w ell and  endeavor to  
advance the drive  tow ards socialist m odern iza tion .

A s  a C hinese  p ro ve rb  goes, “ N e ig h b o rs  w ish  each o th e r w e ll, 
just as loved  ones do  to  each other.”  C hina  w ill continue  to  prom ote  
friendship  and partnersh ip  w ith  its neighbors, strengthen  frien d ly  ties, 
intensify  m utually  beneficial cooperation  and ensure that its develop
m ent w ill b rin g  even greater gains to  its neighbors.

C hina  w ill contribute  m ore  to  developm ent and  prosp erity  in  both  
Asia  and the w orld . Since the beg inn ing  o f  the  new  century, C h in a^  
trade w ith  its  n e igh bo rs  has g ro w n  fro m  U S $100  b illio n -w o rth  to  
U S$1.3  trillio n -w o rth , m aking  C h ina  the  largest trad in g  partner, the 
biggest exp ort m arket and  a m ajor source o f  investm ent fo r  m any o f  
these countries.

C h in a^  interests have never been so closely  connected  w ith  those 
o f  the rest o f  A sia  and  the  w orld  as a w hole  in  b o th  scope and  depth. 
G o in g  fo rw a rd , C h in a  w ill m ainta in  its  rob u st g ro w th  m om entum . 
Its  dom estic  dem and, p articu la rly  con sum p tion-d riven  dem and, w ill 
continue  to  grow , and  its outbound  investm ent w ill increase substan
tially. I t  is pro jected  that in  the  next five  years, C h in a ^  im p orts  w ill 
reach som e U S$10  trillio n -w o rth , and  its  ou tb ou n d  investm ent w ill 
teach U S$500  b illio n -w o rth . In  add ition , ove r 400  m illio n  outbound  
trips w ill be m ade b y  Chinese  tourists.
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T h e  faster C h in a  grow s, the  m ore  deve lopm ent o p p o rtu n itie s  it 
w ill create fo r the rest o f  A sia  and  the  w orld .

W e are firm  in  o u r resolve  to  u p h o ld  peace and  stab ility  in  Asia  
and  the  w o rld . W e  C hinese  deep ly  cherish  peace, as we kn o w  too  
w ell the agonies in flic ted  upon  us b y  w ar and  turbulence. C h ina  w ill 
continue  to  develop  by  securing  a peaceful in ternationa l environm ent, 
and at the same tim e, it  w ill uph o ld  and  prom ote  w o rld  peace through  
its ow n  developm ent. C h ina  w ill continue  to  p ro p e rly  handle  d iffe r
ences and  disputes w ith  relevant countries. O n  the basis o f  defending  
its  sovere ignty, security  and  te rrito ria l in teg rity , C h in a  w ill m aintain  
g o o d  re la tions  w ith  its  neigh bo rs  and  ove ra ll peace and  stab ility  in  
o u r reg ion . C hina  w ill continue  to  play  a constructive  ro le  in  address
in g  reg iona l and  g loba l flashpoints, encourage  dialogue  and  talks fo r 
peace，arid  w o rk  hard  to  solve  all issues p ro p e rly  th rough  d k lo g u e  and 
negotiation .

C h ina  w ill energetically p rom ote  reg ional cooperation  in  A sia  and 
around  the  w orld . I t  w ill enhance com m unication  w ith  its neighbors, 
exp lo re  the  b u ild in g  o f  a reg iona l fin an c in g  p la tfo rm , and  advance 
econom ic  in tegra tion  w ith in  the  reg io n , thus increasing  its com peti
tiveness. C h ina  w ill take an active  p art in  A s ia ^  reg ional cooperation  
process and  prom ote  reg ional and sub-regional cooperation  w ith  non- 
A sian  regions and  countries.

C h in a  w ill continue  to  cham pion  and  p rom ote  trade  and  invest
m ent lib e ra liza tion  and fac ilita tio n , step up  tw o-w ay investm ent w ith  
o th e r countries  and  b oost coop e ra tio n  in  new  p rio rity  areas. C h ina  
firm ly  supports A s ia Js open ing  up  and  cooperation  w ith  oth er regions 
fo r th e ir com m on  developm ent. C hina  is com m itted  to  n arro w in g  the 
N o rth -S o u th  gap  and  supports  o th e r d eve lop in g  coun tries  in  th e ir 
effo rts  to  enhance the ir capacity fo r  self-developm ent.

Ladies and  gentlem en，
D ear friends,
P ro m o tin g  g o o d  n e igh b o rlin ess  is a tim e-h o n o red  tra d itio n  o f  

C h in a . T o  enhance  p eacefu l d e ve lo p m e n t and  m u tu a lly  b en e fic ia l 
cooperation  in  A sia  and  the w o rld  is a race that has one  starting  p o in t
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after another and  know s n o  fin ish in g  line . W e in  C h ina  are ready to  
jo in  hands w ith  friends fro m  across the w o rld  in  a concerted  e ffo rt to  
create a b righ t future  fo r  b o th  A sia  and the  w o rld , and  to  deliver real 
gains to  b oth  the  peoples o f  A sia  and  those  o f  the  rest o f  the w orld .

F inally, I  w ish  the  B oao  F o rum  fo r A sia  A n n ua l C onference  2013 
every success!

N o tes

1 Shengxiao, the Chinese zodiac -  a 12-year cycle. Each year is related to an ani
mal - rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, ram, monkey, rooster, dog and pig.

2 See note 1, p. 175.



Jointly Maintain and 
Develop an Open World Economy*

September 5, 2013

Y o u r E xce llen cy  President P utin , 
D ear colleagues,

I t  is a great pleasure to  m eet you  here in  beautifu l St. Petersburg, 
and to  discuss together measures to  prom ote  w orld  econom ic  grow th  
and em ploym ent. F irst, I  w ould  like  to  extend  m y  heartfe lt thanks to  
President Putin  and the Russian governm ent fo r you r proactive  efforts 
and considerate arrangem ents in  m aking  this sum m it possible!

A t  present, the  w o rld  econom y  is grad u a lly  re co ve rin g , and  the 
situation  continues to  develop  in  a go o d  d irection . A t  the same tim e, 
the negative  im pact o f  the in ternationa l financia l crisis lingers  o n , and 
there is still a lo n g  way to  g o  fo r g lob a l econom ic  recovery.

T h e  situation  decides o u r tasks, and  o u r actions determ ine  the ir 
effectiveness. W e should  take a long-term  view , strive  to  shape a w orld  
econom y  in  w hich  all countries  enjoy  deve lopm ent and  in n o va tio n , 
grow th  linkage  and  in tegra tion  o f  interests, and  firm ly  m aintain  and 
develop  an open  w orld  econom y.

- In n ova tive  developm ent is necessary fo r  the sustainable grow th  
o f  the  w o rld  econom y. G ro w th  d rive n  b y  stim u la tin g  p o lic ies  and  
large-scale and  d irect go ve rn m en t in te rve n tio n  in  the  econom y  can 
o n ly  treat the sym ptom s but n o t the disease, whUe grow th  at the cost 
o f  h ig h  energy  co n su m p tio n  and  e n v iro n m e n ta l p o llu tio n  is  even  
less sustainable. C ountries  shou ld  im p ro ve  the quality  and  effic iency

。 * Speech on the world economic situation at the first-stage meeting o f the G20 Leaders 
Summit.
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o f  econ om ic  g ro w th  and  a vo id  sim p ly  m easuring  d eve lop m en t by  
the G D P  grow th  rate. T h e y  shou ld  in vigo ra te  m arkets and  enhance 
econom ic  com petitiveness th rough  active structura l re fo rm .

- In te ractive  g ro w th  is necessary fo r  the  stu rdy  g ro w th  o f  the  
w o rld  econ om y. A  v ib ra n t  w o rld  e co n o m y  depends  on  the  jo in t  
grow th  o f  all countries, w hich  should  be aware o f  the  com m onality  
o f  the ir destinies, and  gain  a really  clear understanding  o f  the linkage  
effect, that is, ''b e n e fit to  one  means benefit to  all, whereas harm  to  
one means harm  to  a ll.”  W e shou ld  cooperate  w hile  com peting , and 
achieve m utua lly  ben efic ia l results th ro u g h  coop era tio n . W e shou ld  
take in to  consideration  the  interests o f  oth er countries w hen  pursu ing  
ou r ow n  national interests, and  take in to  consideration  the deve lop
m ent o f  other countries w hen  seeking o u r ow n  developm ent. M utual 
help  betw een  d iffe re n t coun tries  in  s o lv in g  salient prob lem s  is the  
objective  requirem ent o f  w orld  econom ic  developm ent. E ve ry  coun
try  should  be able to  create a linkage  betw een  its  ow n  developm ent 
and that o f  other countries, and  to  b rin g  to  each other positive  instead 
o f  negative  sp illover effects.

— C onvergence  o f  interests is necessary fo r  the balanced  grow th  
o f  the  w orld  econom y. Balanced  grow th  is n o t a zero-sum  gam e that 
transfers grow th  fro m  one  co u n try  to  another, but a grow th  enta il
in g  shared w elfare. C ountries  should  give  fu ll play to  the ir com para
tive  advantages, w ork  together to  op tim ize  g loba l resource  a llocation , 
im p rove  the layout o f  globa l industry, b u ild  a globa l value  chain  that 
shares interests equally, and  foster a b ig  g loba l m arket that benefits all 
parties, so as to  achieve m utually  beneficial developm ent.

T o  shape a w orld  econom y  o f  this k in d , all G 2 0  m em bers need to  
b u ild  a closer econom ic  partnersh ip , and to  shoulder the ir due respon
sibilities.

F irs t, they  need  to  adopt responsib le  m acro-econ om ic  polic ies. 
T h e  m a jo r econom ies  sh ou ld  take care  o f  th e ir ow n  m atters  and  
ensure that the ir ow n  econom ies are sound. T h is  is o u r basic respon
sib ility. W e should  im p ro ve  the  m acro-econom ic  p o licy  coord in a tion  
m echanism , and  strengthen  com m unication  and  coord in ation .
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M acro-  and  m ic ro -e co n o m ic  p o lic ie s  and  socia l p o lic ie s  m ust 
be in tegra ted . A ll countries  shou ld  su p p ort econ om ic  p o lic ies  w ith  
social ones, and  create favorable  con d ition s  fo r the im p lem entation  o f  
m acro  and  m icro-econom ic  policies. T h e  decision  o f  the G 2 0  Finance

M inisters and  C entral B ank  G o ve rn o rs ’ M eeting  and  G 2 0  L ab o r and
E m p loym en t M inisters, M eeting  to  strengthen  coo rd in a tion  between 
econom ic  and  em ploym ent policies  is correct, and  we should  stick  to 
it  firm ly .

In  this regard , C hina  adopts its econom ic  policies  n o t o n ly  fo r the 
g o o d  o f  its  ow n  econom y, b u t fo r  the  go o d  o f  the  w o rld  econom y
as w ell. C h in a ’s econom ic  fundam entals are go od . In  the  firs t h a lf o f
this year its G D P  grew  by  7 .6 % . N onetheless, C h ina  also faces such 
p ro b lem s  as h igh  lo ca l g o ve rn m e n t debt and  excessive  capacity  in  
som e industries. These  prob lem s  are con tro llab le , and  we are taking  
measures to  address them .

W e have  rea lized  that to  so lve  the  ro o t  p ro b lem s  in  o u r lo n g 
term  econom ic  developm ent we m ust firm ly  stream line  o u r econom ic  
structure , even  i f  we have  to  slow  dow n  the  g ro w th  rate a b it. A n y  
undertak ing  needs com prehensive  and  far-sighted  th in k in g . A  devel
op m en t m ode l resem b ling  k illin g  a goose  to  get its  go ld e n  eggs o r 
dra in ing  the p on d  to  catch  the fish  cannot be sustainable.

C h in a^  econom y  is h igh ly  integrated  w ith  the  w o rld  econom y.-A  
C h in a  that enjoys m ore  stable, h igh er-qu a lity  and  m ore  sustainable  
grow th  is conducive  to  the  long-term  econom ic  grow th  o f  the  w orld  
as a w hole . C hina  has the cond itions  and  ab ility  to  achieve  sustainable 
and healthy econom ic  developm ent, and  produce  m ore  positive  sp ill
ove r effects fo r  the w o rld  econom y.

Second, we m ust safeguard and  develop  an open  w orld  econom y.

“A  single  flo w e r does n o t m ake  sp rin g  w h ile  one  h un d red  flow ers  
in  fu ll b lossom  b rin g  sp rin g  to  the  garden .”  C oun tries  w ill g ro w  i f  
the ir econom ies are open，and  conversely  decline  i f  th e ir econom ies
are closed. W e m ust fo llo w  the  tide  o f  the  tim es, oppose  all fo rm s  
o f  p ro tection ism , and  m ake go o d  use o f  in ternationa l and  dom estic  
m arkets and  resources.

W e should  m aintain  a free, open  and n on -d iscrim in ato ry  m ultila t
eral trad ing  system. W e should  avoid  m aking  exclusive  trade standards, 
ru les  and  system s, so as to  p re ve n t the  segregation  o f  the  g lo b a l 
m arket and  the  d isin tegra tion  o f  trade  system s. W e shou ld  im p ro ve  
the globa l investm ent ru les, guide  the rationa l flo w  o f  globa l deve lop
m ent capital and  use developm ent resources m ore  effectively.

T h ird , we m ust im p ro ve  g loba l econom ic  governance, and make it 
fa irer and  m ore  just. T h e  G 2 0  is an im p ortan t p la tfo rm  fo r developed  
and deve lop ing  countries to  engage in  consultations on  in ternational 
econom ic  affairs. W e shou ld  b u ild  the  G 2 0  in to  an im p o rtan t force  
fo r  sta b iliz in g  the  w o rld  econom y, weave an in te rn a tio n a l fin anc ia l 
safety net and im p rove  globa l econom ic  governance.

W e shou ld  con tin ue  the  re fo rm  o f  in te rn a tio n a l fin anc ia l in s ti
tu tio n s . T h e  re le va n t co u n trie s  sh o u ld  fu rth e r  push  fo rw a rd  the  
im p lem en ta tion  o f  the  p lan  fo r  re fo rm in g  the  m anagem ent o f  the  
In te rnation a l M onetary  F und  and fo r  m aking  a new  sharing  fo rm u la  
that reflects  the  w eigh t o f  the  econom ic  aggregate  o f  the  d iffe re n t 
countries in  the  w o rld  econom y, and  continue  to  strengthen  oversight 
co n ce rn in g  the  in te rn a tio n a l fin an c ia l m arket, so that the  fin anc ia l 
system  w ill depend  o n , serve  and  p ro m o te  the  deve lopm ent o f  the  
real econom y  in  a sound  way. T h e  re levan t coun tries  shou ld  b u ild  
a stable  and  risk-res istan t in te rn a tio n a l m o n e ta ry  system , re fo rm  
the  basket o f  currencies fo r  Special D raw in g  R igh ts, strengthen  the  
connections between  in ternationa l and  regional financia l cooperation  
m echanism s，and  b u ild  a “ firew all”  against financia l risks.

C h in a  su p p orts  the  stre n g th e n in g  o f  m u ltila te ra l c o o p e ra tio n  
against tax evasion, and is keen to  contribute  its share towards in te r
national tax governance.

I  w ou ld  like  to  stress tha t, in  o rd e r to  p ro m o te  the  sustainable  
and  healthy developm ent o f  its econom y  and  society, C hina  w ill reso
lu te ly  ca rry  its re fo rm  fo rw a rd . W e are co n d u ctin g  ove ra ll research  
in to  com prehensive ly  con tin u in g  the  re fo rm  to  a deeper leve l, so as 
to  stream line  the structures in  the econom ic, p o litica l, cu ltural, social 
and  ecolog ica l sectors th ro ug h  ove ra ll p lan n in g , fu rth e r release and
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develop  social p ro d u ctiv ity , and  give  fu ll play  to  the creativity  o f  the 
w hole  o f  o u r society.

C h in a  w ill b u ild  a stronger m arket system , stream line  the  struc
tures in  the  fie lds o f  m acro-econom ic  regu la tion  and  c o n tro l, taxa
tio n , finance, investm ent, adm in istra tion  and  other fie lds, and  give  fu ll 
play  to  the basic ro le  o f  the m arket in  resource  allocation.

C hina  w ill fu rth e r the re fo rm  o f  the m arketization  o f  interest and 
exchange rates, to  increase  the  fle x ib ility  o f  the  R enm in b i exchange 
rate, and gradua lly  m ake the  R enm inb i capital account convertib le .

C h in a  w ill adhere  to  the  o p en in g-u p  strategy  o f  m utua l bene
fit , con tin u e  to  stream line  the  structures  o f  in vestm ent and  trade, 
im p ro ve  re levan t law s and  regu la tion s , create  a lega l e n v iro n m e n t 
o f  fa ir operations  fo r fo re ign  com panies in  C h ina , and  resolve  trade 
disputes w ith  relevant countries th rough  consultations.

D ear colleagues,

A s  lo n g  as we w o rk  together and  b u ild  a closer partnersh ip , the 
G 2 0  wiU enjoy  m ore  stable, better and  fu rth e r developm ent, and  the 
people  o f  all countries w ill have m ore  confidence  in  the w o rld  econo
m y  and  in  o u r future  life .

T h an k  you! *

Carry Forward the ^Shanghai Spirit55 and 
Promote Common Development

September 13, 2013

Y o u r E xce llency  President A lm azb ek  Atam bayev, 
D ear colleagues,

I t  gives m e great pleasure  to  attend  the  B ishkek  S um m it o f  the 
Shanghai C ooperation  O rgan iza tion . I  w ould  like  to  thank  K yrgyzstan ,
the SCO Presidency, for yo u r m eticu lous  preparations  and  thought-

fu l arrangem ents fo r  the  success o f  th is  sum m it. C h in a  com m ends 
K yrgyzstan  fo r yo u r enorm ous  and  effective  effo rts  over the past year 
fo r  the  S C O ’s developm ent.

In  lig h t o f  the latest developm ents in  the  in ternationa l and reg ion
al situation  and  in  response  to  the  com m on  aspirations o f  m em ber 
states fo r  sta b ility , g ro w th  and  b ette r lives  fo r  th e ir p eop les, th is  
sum m it has focused  o n  the  im p lem entation  o f  the  Treaty  o f  L o n g 
term  G ood-ne ighborliness, Friendsh ip  and  C oopera tion . I t  w ill ra tify  
the  P lan  o f  A c tio n  o f  the  Treaty  and  m ap  ou t the  b lu ep rin t fo r  the  
d eve lop m en t o f  the  S C O  in  the  n ext five  years. These  e ffo rts  wUl 
o ffe r broader prospects fo r  the  organ ization .

Ju st as the S C O  enjoys precious opportun ities  fo r developm ent, it 
also faces severe chaUenges. T h e  "th ree  forces^  o f  te rro rism , separat
ism  and  extrem ism  aH pose threats to  the security and  stabiUty o f  this
region 沾 do drug trafficking and tm nsnational organ ized  crime- T h e

in ternationa l financia l crisis has caused va ry in g  degrees o f  econom ic  
d ifficu ltie s  fo r  countries  in  this reg io n , leavin g  them  in  a p eriod  o f  
adjustm ent and recovery.

* Speech at the 13th meeting o f the Council o f Heads o f Member States o f the Shang
hai Cooperation Organization in Bishkek.
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C h allen ges  such  as these  are  m o re  than  any  one  c o u n try  can 
handle  alone. W e m ust there fore  enhance  coop e ra tio n  and  unite  to 
becom e  stronger. A n d  in  this regard , I  w ould  Uke to  suggest that we 
do  the  fo llow ing .

F irs t, we shou ld  ca rry  fo rw ard  the  <fShanghai S p irit.551 T o  im p le
m ent the Shanghai S p irit, we should  b u ild  up  trust am ong  m em ber 
states and  conduct m utua lly  benefic ia l coop era tio n  based o n  equal
ity , consu lta tion , m utual understand ing  and  m utual accom m odation . 
T h is  con fo rm s  to  the trend  o f  peace and  developm ent o f  the  times 
and  accords w ith  the  interests and  aspirations  o f  the  people  o f  the 
m em ber states.

W e shou ld  im p lem ent the  T reaty  o f  L on g-te rm  G o o d -n e ig h b o r
liness, F rie n d sh ip  and  C o o p e ra tio n  w ith  real actions  and  p ro m o te  
coop era tion  w holehearted ly  in  aU fie lds w ith in  the  S C O  fram ew ork, 
so that m em ber states w ill becom e  go od  neighbors  liv in g  in  harm ony, 
go o d  friends  p u llin g  together in  trou b led  waters and  g o o d  partners 
sharing  weal and  woe.

Second, we shou ld  jo in d y  safeguard  reg iona l security  and  stab il
ity. A  secure and  stable  e n v iro n m e n t is a prerequ isite  fo r  m utua lly  
b e n e fic ia l c o o p e ra tio n , and  c o m m o n  d e ve lo p m e n t and  p ro s p e r
ity. W e shou ld  im p lem en t the  Shanghai C o n ve n tio n  on  C o m b a tin g  
T e rro ris m , Separatism  and  E xtre m ism  and  the  P ro gram  o f  C o o p 
era tion , im p ro ve  the  system  o f  law  enfo rcem ent and  security  co o p 
eration  o f  the  S C O , entrust the  reg iona l cou n te r-te rro rism  structure  
w ith  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  an ti-narcotics  op e ra tion s, and  o n  th is  basis 
establish  a center fo r  com p rehen sive  responses to  secu rity  threats 
and  challenges.

T h e  re le va n t a u th o ritie s  w ith in  the  m em ber states sh ou ld  also  
open  up  a channel fo r  rou tin e  com m unication , and  exp lo re  ways to  
act and  w o rk  together to  com bat te rro rism , separatism  and  extrem 
ism  so as to  create a sound  w o rk in g  and  liv in g  environ m en t fo r  the 
peoples o f  this region.

A fghan istan  is an observer o f  the  S C O , and  its situation  is closely

related  to  reg ional security and  stability. T h e  S C O  should  sup p ort it
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in national reconcilia tion , help  it  realize  peace and  stab ility  as soon  as
p〇ssible，and sa feguard reg ion a lsecurity.

T h ird , we should  focus on  practical cooperation . T h is  is the m ate
ria l basis and  m ain  d riv e r  fo r  the  S C O ^  d e ve lo p m e n t. A ll the  six  
m em ber states and  the  five  observers are located  a long  the  route  o f  
the ancient SUk R oad. A s  such, we are aU duty-bound  to  ca rry  forw ard  
the S ilk  Road  sp irit b y  taking  the fo llo w in g  steps:

N u m b e r one, open  up  new  tra n sp o rt and  log istics  routes. T h e  
m em ber states cou ld  m ove  speedily  to  sign  the  A greem en t o n  the  
F a c ilita tio n  o f  In te rn a tio n a l R o a d  T ra n s p o rt. O n c e  s ign e d , the  
agreem ent w o u ld  be  o p e n  fo r  w id e  o b s e rve r p a rtic ip a tio n  o n  a 
vo lu n ta ry  basis so that the  p artic ip a tin g  countries  cou ld  b u ild  u n im 
peded  transpo rt c o rrid o rs  con nectin g  the  B a ltic  w ith  the  P acific  and  
connecting  C entra l A s ia  w ith  b o th  the  In d ia n  O cean  and  the  Persian  

G u lf.
N u m b e r tw o, exp lo re  a trade  and  investm ent fa c ilita tio n  agree- 

m ent. E xten sive  trade  and  investm ent coop era tio n  w ith  fu ll consid
eration  fo r the interests and concerns o f  all parties w ould  allow  us to  
tho rou gh ly  un lock  the  potentia l fo r  cooperation  am ong  m em ber states 
and achieve m utual com plem entarity  in  the  interest o f  o u r com m on  
developm ent and  prosperity.

N u m b e r th ree , step  up  co o p e ra tio n  in  the  fin an c ia l sector. W e 
sh ou ld  establish  an S C O  deve lop m en t b an k  w h ich  w o u ld  p ro v id e  
fun d in g  guarantees and  serve  as a setdem ent p la tfo rm  fo r  the  orga
n iza tio n 's  in fra s tru c tu re  d e ve lo p m e n t and  co lla b o ra tive  econ om ic  
and trade projects. In  the  m eantim e, the  S C O  should  set up  a special 
account to  ensure  fu n d in g  fo r  p ro ject studies, exchanges and  tra in 
in g  w ith in  its fram ew ork. W e should  make fu ll use o f  the inter-bank  
consortium  to  in tensify  exchanges and cooperation  between financial
institu tions  o f  the countries in  this region.

N u m b er fo u r, establish  an energy club. T h is  w ould  help  us co o r
dinate  energy  coopera tion  w ith in  the  S C O  fram ew ork, secure stable 
su p p ly  and  dem and, ensure  energy  security, and , o n  to p  o f  these, 
encourage  extensive  coop e ra tio n  in  such  areas as energy  e ffic ien cy  

and  new  energy sources.
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N u m b e r five , p u t in  place  a co o p e ra tio n  m echan ism  fo r  food  
security. W e shou ld  enhance coop era tio n  in  agricu ltu ra l p ro du ction , 
agrotrade  and  fo o d  safety to  ensure greater food  security.

L ast b u t n o t  least, we sh o u ld  in te n s ify  p e o p le -to -p e o p le  and 
cu ltural exchanges to  b u ild  strong  p ub lic  support and  a social founda
tio n  fo r the  SC O 's  future  developm ent. W e should  p rom ote  coopera
tio n  in  a w ide  range o f  areas such as cu lture, education , film  and TV , 
health, sports and tourism .

A t  the  B e ijin g  S um m it, C h ina  announced  a ten-year p rogram  o f  
30,000  governm ent scholarships fo r  the  other m em ber states. W e are 
ready to  w o rk  closely  w ith  the oth er m em ber states to  m axim ize  the 
benefit o f  this program .

C h ina  w ill also establish  a C h in a-S C O  base fo r  in ternationa l jud i
cia l exchanges, coop e ra tio n  and  tra in in g  at Shanghai U n ive rs ity  o f  
P o litica l Science  and  Law. W e w ou ld  like  to  m ake it  a p la tfo rm  fo r 
tra in in g  jud icia l professionals fo r the  other m em ber states.

T rad ition a l m edicine  is a new  area o f  coopera tion . C h ina  stands 
ready to  jo in  hands w ith  the  other m em ber states in  b u ild in g  m edical 
institu tions  specia lizing  in  trad ition a l Chinese  m edicine  to  m ake fu ll 
use o f  such resources fo r  the  benefit o f  the  people  o f  o u r m em ber 
states.

C h in a  has taken  the  lead  in  e sta b lish in g  an S C O  C o m m itte e  
o n  G o o d -n e ig h b o rlin e ss , F rie n d sh ip  and  C o o p e ra tio n  in  lin e  w ith  
a consensus am ong  the  parties  concerned . W e hope  that a ll fe llow  
m em ber states and observer countries w ill establish  sim ilar organ iza
tions  fo r  the  purpose  o f  enhancing  m utual understand ing  and  trad i
tiona l friendsh ip  am ong  o u r peoples.

T h e  B ishkek  D eclaration  clarifies  the  stand o f  m em ber states on  
the Syrian  issue. H ere  I  w ou ld  like  to  reiterate  that C h ina  pays close 
attention  to  the  Syrian  situation , supports  the  in te rn a tion a l com m u
n ity^  drive  fo r  a cease-fire and  peace talks, and  calls on  b oth  sides o f  
the  Syrian  co n flic t to  w ork  ou t a p o litica l so lu tion  to  the  crisis. C hina  
supports Russia^ proposa l that Syria  surrender its chem ical weapons 
to  in te rnationa l co n tro l fo r the ir eventual destruction . C hina  is ready

C a r r y  F o r w a r d  th e  " S h a n g h a i S p i r i t "  a n d  P r o m o te  C o m m o n  D e v e lo p m e n t

t〇 enhance  co m m u n ica tio n  and  c o o rd in a tio n  w ith  re la ted  parties  
through  the  U N  Security  C o u n c il, and  w ill con tinue  its  u nrem ittin g  

efforts in  facilita ting  a p o litica l settlem ent.

T h an k  you!

Notes

' The Shanghai Spirit*' was formally proposed in the Declaration 〇« Estab-

土 士 巧 二 ：

relations among SCO member states.



Work Together for a Better Asia Pacific*

October 7, 2013

D istingu ished  C hairm an  W ishnu  W ardhana,
Ladies and  gentlem en,
D ear friends,

I t  is a great pleasure fo r  m e to  have the o p p o rtu n ity  to  jo in  you, 
distinguished  representatives o f  the  A sia  Pacific business com m unity' 
in  this island  paradise.

B a li is n o t o n ly  a w orld-renow ned  tou ris t attraction , but also the 
birthp lace  o f  the BaU Process and the BaU Road  M ap. A n d  now , host
in g  the  A P E C  E co n o m ic  Leaders' M eeting, BaU carries the  expecta- 
tdons o f  Asia. Pacific and the  rest o f  the  w orld .

T h e  w o rld  econom y  is still stru gg lin g  tow ards recovery, and  the 
A sia  Pacific  econom y, w hile  en joyin g  p ositive  g ro w th , is con fron ted  
w ith  new  challenges. People around  the w orld  are lo o k in g  to  this year's
A P E C  m eeting  to  give  new  im petus to  regional and g loba l econom ic  
grow th .

Ladies and gentlem en,
D ear friends,

T h e  w o rld  econom y  is still in  the  m idd le  o f  p ro fo u n d  readjust
m ent. W h ile  there  are signs o f  recovery, there  are also prob lem s  o f  
frag ile  foundations, inadequate  m om entum  and  uneven  pace. M ajor 
developed  econom ies are far fro m  reso lving  the ir structural problem s, 
m aking  it  all the  m ore  necessary to  strengthen  m acro-econom ic  p o liq r 
c o o rd in a tio n . E m e rg in g  m arket econom ies  have  slow ed  d o w n , and  
now  face m ore  external risks and  chaUenges. T h e  W T O  D o h a  R ound

* Speech at the APEC CEO Summit, Bali, Indonesia.
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negotia tions  are frau gh t w ith  d iffic u lty , and  trade  and  investm ent 
protectionism  is resurfacing  in  new  form s. T o  achieve a fu ll recovery  
and healthy grow th  o f  the w o rld  econom y  w ill be  a lo n g  and tortuous

process. 」 」
Confronted with these new challenges, bo th  developed and devel

oping economies are looking for new drivers o f  growth.

W here  can  we fin d  them ? In  m y  o p in io n , they  can o n ly  be found  
th ro u g h  re fo rm , re a d ju stm e n t and  in n o v a tio n . T h e  A s ia  P a c ific  
region  has lo n g  been  an im p ortan t engine  o f  w o rld  econom ic  grow th . 
To  push  fo r  a recovery  in  the  sluggish  w o rld  econom y, econom ies in  
the A sia  Pacific  reg ion  shou ld  have the  courage  to  do  w hat has never 
been done  before  and  b u ild  an open  grow th  m ode  featu ring  in n ova
tive developm ent, in teractive  grow th  and  con ve rg in g  interests. O n ly  
by so d o in g  can the  A sia  P acific  econom ies play  a lead ing  ro le  in  the 
recovery  o f  the  w o rld  econom y. A  Chinese  poem  runs, "W h e n  one  
doubts w hether there  is a w ay ou t fro m  the  endless m ountains  and 
rivers, one  suddenly finds  a vUlage shaded b y  so ft wiUows and  b righ t

flow ers.” 1
T h is  is exactly w hat C hina  is doing. China's econom y  grew  at a rate

of 7.6% in the first half o f this year. This is， indeed， somewhat lcwei: 

than the previous growth rate o f over 8% ， which has caused worries

about the  prospects fo r  the  Chinese  econom y. Som e w onder w hether 
there  w ill be  a hard  lan d in g , w hether sustainable, healthy  grow th  is 
still possible, how  C hina  w ill deal w ith  this situation , and  w hat im pact
this will have on  the Asia Pacific region. Here I wish to share with you

som e o f  m y observations.
T o  begin  w ith , I  w ant to  em phasize  that based on  a com prehen

sive analysis o f  aU factors, I  am  fu lly  con fid en t about the  fu tu re  o f  

C hina ’s econom y.
I am  confident because first o f  all China’s grow th rate is within

a reasonable  and  expected  range. F ro m  the  p re v io u s  d o u b le -d ig it 
grow th  rate to  9 .3 %  in  2011, 7 .8 %  last year and  7 .6 %  in  the  firs t six 
m onths o f  this year, the  change in  pace o f  grow th  has on  the w hole  
been  sm ooth . In  fact, the  g ro w th  rate o f  7 .6 %  m akes the  C hinese
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econom y  the  fastest grow ing  am ong  all m ajor econom ies. T h e  funda
m entals o f  the Chinese  econom y  are go od ; G D P  g row th  and  other 
m ajo r econom ic  ind ica tors  are w ith in  the  expected  range. So  every
th in g  has been go in g  as expected, and  n o th in g  has com e  as a surprise.

T h e  slow dow n  o f  the Chinese  econom y  is an in tended  result o f  
o u r ow n  regu la to ry  in itia tives . T h is  is because, acco rd in g  to  a th o r
ou gh  ca lcu la tion  done  at the  tim e  we set o u r m id- and  lon g -te rm  
deve lopm ent goals to  doub le  the  2010  G D P  and  p er capita  incom e  
b y  2 02 0 , it  is judged  tha t a 7 %  annual g ro w th  rate  w o u ld  su ffice . 
M o re o ve r, we have feco gn ize d  tha t to  ensure  lon g -te rm  econom ic  
developm ent C hina  has to  press ahead w ith  structural re fo rm , even  i f  
this requires som e sacrifice  o f  pace. In  w hatever undertaking , one  has 
to  lo o k  fa r and  plan  w isely to  take care o f  b oth  short- and  long-term  
needs. K illin g  the goose  to  get the  eggs o r  dra in ing  the p on d  to  catch
the fish is no formula for sustainable development.

S econd , I  am  c o n fid e n t because  the  q u a lity  and  e ffic ie n c y  o f  
China's econom ic  developm ent are im p ro v in g  steadily. China's econ
om y  in  the  firs t six m onths  o f  this year has genera lly  m ade  sm ooth

progress. By “sm ooth” I mean our econom ic growth has been within 

a reasonable range, and by “progress” I  mean the shift o f  our growth
m ode  has p icked  up  pace. C h in a  is m o v in g  fro m  ove r-re lian ce  on  
investm ent and  e xp o rt in  the past to  increased  dependence  on  dom es
tic dem and, especially on  consum ption . T h e  econom ic  figures fo r  the 
firs t h a lf o f  this year show  an increasing ly  vis ib le  ro le  o f  structura l 
adjustm ent in  b oo stin g  g ro w th . D o m e stic  dem and  has con trib u ted  
7.5  percentage points  to  the G D P  g ro w th , w ith  3 .4  percentage  points  
com in g  fro m  consum ption . W e n o  lon ge r take the G D P  grow th  rate 
as the  sole  c rite rio n  fo r  success; instead , we are fo cu s in g  m o re  on  
im p ro v in g  the  q u a lity  and  e ffic ie n cy  o f  g ro w th . T h is  has p ro ve d  a 
responsible  approach  fo r b oth  C hina  and  the rest o f  the  w orld .

T h ird , I  am  con fiden t because C hina  has a strong  dom estic  d riv 
in g  force  fo r  grow th . T h is  force  is increasing  and w ill continue  to  get 
stronger. T h e  o n g o in g  process o f  a new  type  o f  u rb a n iza tio n  w ill 
create space fo r  hundreds o f  m illions  o f  Chinese to  m ove  from  villages
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to  cities in  pursu it o f  a better life . T h e  im provem ent o f  education  in  
C hina  w ill b rin g  about a m o d ern , p ro fessiona l w o rk fo rce  o f  h igh er 
caUber, broader v is io n  and  better skiUs. C h in a^  v igo rou s  im plem enta
tio n  o f  the inn ovation -d riven  developm ent strategy w ill m ore  closely 
lin k  science and  technology  w ith  econom ic  g ro w th , and  foster in n o 
vation  and  em erging  industries. T h e  continued  expansion  o f  dom es
tic dem and  and  consum er m arket in  C h ina  w ill u n lock  considerable  
potentia l fo r  grow th . A n d , above  a ll, C h ina  is com m itted  to  p u ttin g  
peop le  firs t and  m a k in g  d eve lop m en t b en efits  accessible  to  m ore  
people  across the country. A ll these w ill translate in to  a strong  hom e
grow n  force  fo r ou r econom ic  advance.

F o u rth , I  am  c o n fid e n t because  the  A s ia  P acific  re g io n  enjoys 
sound  deve lop m en t prospects. T h an ks  to  the  concerted  e ffo rts  o f  
all its econom ies, the  A s ia  P acific  reg ion  boasts a h igh  level o f  free 
m ovem ent o f  cap ita l, in fo rm a tio n  and  p eop le , and  an increasing ly  
clear d iv is io n  o f  labor. A  substantial A sia  P acific  m arket is em erging. 
T h e  new  scientific  and  industria l re vo lu tio n  that is now  in  the  m aking  
w ill add  to  the  e x is tin g  stre n g th  o f  the  re g io n . T h e  A s ia  P ac ific  
econom ies are also in  a m uch  better p o sitio n  to  fend  o ff  risks, w ith  
m ore  fle x ib le  exchange  rate schemes, notab ly  la rger fo re ign  exchange
reserves and various  m ultila tera l and  b ilatera l financia l arrangem ents

p ro v id in g  in s titu tio n a l p ro te c tio n . C h in a  has fa ith  in  the  d e ve lo p 
m ent prospects  o f  the  A s ia  P acific  reg io n . B e n e fitin g  fro m  ove ra ll 
econom ic  grow th  in  the  reg io n , C h ina  has achieved  its  ow n  deve lop
m ent. A t  the  same tim e , C h in a ^  deve lopm ent has also  con trib u ted  
to  reg iona l econom ic  grow th . I  believe  that such in te raction  w ill gain  
even  stronger m om entum , thus creating  m ore  op p ortun ities  fo r  the
developm ent o f  the  w hole  reg ion .

I  am  firm ly  convinced  that the Chinese econom y  w ill m aintain  its 
sound  grow th . A t  the  same tim e , we are soberly  aware o f  potentia l 
problem s and challenges from  fa lling  dem and, p roduction  overcapacity, 
local debts and shadow  banking, and we are paying  close attention  to  
possible  im pacts from  external forces. In  this connection , we are taking  
prudent and proper measures to  forestall any potentia l problem s.
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Ladies and  gentlem en,
D ear friends,
T h e  Chinese  econom y  has entered  a new  deve lopm ent stage. Its  

g ro w th  m ode  and  structu ra l readjustm ent are u n d e rg o in g  p ro fo u n d  
transfo rm ation . In  this process, there  w ill inevitab ly  be one  challenge 
after another. E ffo rts  to  m eet these challenges w ill be accom panied  
by  the  throes o f  readjustm ent and oth er troubles  in  the  developm ent 
process, w hich  w ill prove  to  be unavoidable.

R ainbow s  m o stly  appear after w in d  and  ra in . A s  som eone  aptly 
put it, c<N o  m ounta in  is too  h igh  fo r  a m an  to  scale and  n o  road  too
lo n g  fo r  a m an  to  w a lk .”  H o w e ve r h ig h  the  m o u n ta in  m ay  be o r
how ever lo n g  the road  m ay seem, we w ill be able to  get there  as lon g  
as we stay the course  and keep m o vin g  forw ard.

I f  C hina  is to  make progress, it  m ust drive  a ll-round  re fo rm  and
open ing  up  to  a deeper level. T o  live  up  to  the new  expectations o f
o u r p eop le , we m ust, w ith  firm  con fidence  in  re fo rm  and  op en in g  
up, greater p o litica l courage  and  w isdo m , and  stronger m easures to  
advance re fo rm  and  open ing  up, free o u r m inds, unleash  and develop  
socia l p ro d u c tiv ity , and  u n lo ck  and  enhance  the  creative  forces  o f  
society.

C h ina  is draw ing  up  a m aster plan  fo r  the con tinuation  o f  re fo rm  
in  a ll respects. O u r  general approach  is to  press ahead w ith  re fo rm  
in  the  econ om ic , p o litic a l, cu ltu ra l, socia l and  E c o lo g ic a l fie lds  in  a 
balanced  m anner, address the challenges crop p in g  up  in  the course  o f  
developm ent, rem ove  institu tiona l obstacles to  sustainable and  healthy 
econom ic  g ro w th , and  create a new  im petus fo r  econom ic  deve lop
m ent th rough  re fo rm .

W e  w ill im p ro v e  o u r  basic  e c o n o m ic  system , stre n g th e n  the  
m arket system , advance institu tiona l re fo rm  in  m acro  regu lation , fiscal 
and tax systems, financia l sectors and  investm ent, extend  the m arket- 
o rien ted  re fo rm  o f  in te rest rates and  the  exchange  rate , m ake  the 
R M B  exchange rate m ore  flexib le , and  achieve, ove r tim e, the con ve rt
ib ility  o f  the  R enm in b i under the  capita l account. W e w ill continue  
to  re fo rm  the  adm in istration  system , transfo rm  the functions  o f  the
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governm ent, stream line  governm ent and delegate pow ers, in  order to  
have a clearly  defined  re la tionsh ip  betw een  the  govern m en t and  the 
m arket and let the  m arket play its basic ro le  in  allocating  resources to  a 
greater degree and  in  a w id er scope. W e w ill im p ro ve  the  m anagem ent 
o f  science and technology, enhance  in n o va tio n  capability, and  b u ild  
a system  fo r  technologica l in n ova tion  w hich  is led  b y  enterprises and 
guided  by  the m arket and  w hich  integrates the  effo rts  o f  enterprises, 
universities and  research institutes. W e w ill ensure and  im prove  stan
dards o f  liv in g  o n  a p rio rity  basis, p rom ote  social equity  and  justice, 
achieve  h igh e r q u a lity  e m p lo ym en t, fu rth e r the  re fo rm  o f  incom e  
d is trib u tio n , and  im p ro ve  socia l security  and  basic  p u b lic  services. 
W e w ill step up  environm enta l p ro tection  and  resource  conservation  
to  create a go od  w o rk in g  and  liv in g  environm ent fo r  o u r people  and 
respond  to  global clim ate  change.

W e  w ill fo llo w  a m o re  p ro a ctive  op en in g-u p  strategy, im p ro ve  
the open  econom y  w hich  is m utually  beneficia l, d iversified , balanced, 
secure and  e ffic ie n t, encourage  coastal, in la n d  and  b o rd e r areas to
draw  o n  each o th e r’s strengths  in  o p e n in g  up ，deve lop  open  areas
that take  the  lead  in  g lo b a l e co n o m ic  c o o p e ra tio n  and  c o m p e ti
tio n , and  establish  p ilo t open  areas that drive  reg iona l developm ent. 
W e w ill continue  to  attach  equal im p ortan ce  to  e xp o rt and  im p o rt, 
and prom ote  balance in  fo re ign  trade. W e w ill attract fo re ign  invest- 
m ent and  encourage  com pan ies  to  “ g o  g lo b a l at the  same tim e , 
and enhance in te rna tion a l investm ent coop era tion . W e w ill prom ote  
in vestm ent-  and  trade-re la ted  in s titu tio n a l re fo rm s , and  im p ro ve  
re levan t leg is la tion  to  create  a legal e n v iro n m e n t in  w h ich  fo re ig n  
com panies in  C hina  can operate  in  a fa ir m anner. W e w ill make overall 
p lann ing  fo r  bilatera l, m ultila tera l, regional and  sub-regional open ing  
up  and  cooperation , accelerate the im p lem entation  o f  the  F T A  strate
gy, and  prom ote  com m unication  and  exchanges w ith  o u r neighboring  

countries.
W e  are  aw are  th a t the  re fo rm  is  a p ro fo u n d  re v o lu tio n  th a t 

invo lves  adjustm ent o f  m ajor interests and  im provem ent o f  systems
and institu tions  in  various  fields. C h in a ’s re fo rm  is sailing  in  uncharted



w aters w ith  tough  challenges. T h e  p rob lem s  we face in  the  curren t 
phase o f  re fo rm  are especially d iffic u lt. I t  is extrem ely  im p ortan t that 
we press ahead w ith ou t le tting  up. I f  we hesitate and  becom e  indeci
sive, we w ill n o t be able to  m ake breakthroughs, and a ll o u r previous 
gains m ay be lost.

C h in a  is a b ig  country. W e cannot a ffo rd  any drastic  m istake  on  
issues o f  fundam ental im portance , as dam age from  such m istakes w ill 
be beyond  rem edy. O u r  p ositio n  is that we m ust be b o th  b o ld  enough  
to  exp lo re  and  advance, and p rudent in  carefu lly  p lan n ing  o u r actions. 
W e w ill stick  to  the rig h t d irection  and  press ahead w ith  re fo rm  and 
open ing  up. W e w ill have the  courage  to  crack the  ''h a rd  nuts/5 navi
gate the uncharted  waters and  take on  the deep-rooted  problem s  that 
have p iled  up  over the years. W e m ust n o t stop  o u r pursu it o f  re fo rm  
and open ing  up  — n ot fo r  one  m om ent.

Ladies and  gentlem en,
D ear friends,
T h e  nations o f  the A sia  Pacific region  are a b ig  fam ily, and  C hina  is 

one  o f  the m em bers. C hina  cannot develop  in  iso la tion  from  the Asia  
P acific  reg ion  w h ile  the  A sia  P acific  reg ion  cannot p ro sp er w ith o u t 
C hina. Sustainable and healthy developm ent o f  the Chinese  econom y 
w ill b rin g  greater opportun ities  to  the developm ent o f  the region.

C h in a  w ill firm ly  u p h o ld  re g io n a l peace and  stab ility , and  help  
cem ent the  foundations  fo r  a m utually  beneficial situation  in  the  Asia  
Pacific reg ion . I  w ant to  repeat w hat I  noted  at the B oao  F o ru m  fo r 
A sia  and  other events this year: uPeace, like  air and  sunshine, is hardly 
noticed  w hen  people  are enjoying  it. B u t none  o f  us can live  w ith ou t 
it .”  W ith o u t peace, deve lop m en t is o u t o f  the  q u estion , like  w ater 
w ith ou t a source and  a tree w ith o u t roots. W e C hinese  often  say, aA  
fam ily  in  harm on y  prospers.”  A s  a m em ber o f  the A sia  Pacific  fam ily, 
C hina  is ready to  live  in  am ity  w ith  oth er fam ily  m em bers, w hich  help  
each other. W e hope  that all m em bers o f  the  A sia  Pacific  fam ily  w ill 
cherish  the  peace and  sta b ility  we n ow  enjoy, w h ich  has n o t com e  
easily, and  w ill w ork  together fo r a harm on ious  A sia  Pacific  o f  endur
in g  peace and  com m on  prosperity.
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C hina  w ill w o rk  energetically  to  b oost reg iona l developm ent and 
prosperity, and broaden  op p ortun ities  fo r  m utual benefit in  the  A sia  
P acific  re g io n . C h in a  is the  b iggest tra d in g  p a rtn e r, largest e xp o rt 
m arket and a m ajor source  o f  investm ent fo r  m any A sia  Pacific region  
econom ies. In  2012  C h in a  accounted  fo r  m ore  than  5 0%  o f  A s ia Js 
econom ic  grow th . B y  the  end  o f  the  same year C h ina  had approved  
m ore  than  760 ,000  fo re ig n  com m ercia l investm ents , and  attracted  
around  U S$1.3  trillio n  in  fo re ign  d irect investm ent. C hina  has signed 
12 free trade agreem ents w ith  20  countries and  regions, w ith  six m ore  
under n eg o tia tio n . M o st o f  C h in a ’s free  trade  p artners  are A P E C  
m em bers. In  the  co m in g  five  years, C h in a  w ill im p o rt o ve r U S $10  
trillion -w orth  o f  goods, invest ove r U S$500  b illio n  overseas and send 
over 400  m illio n  tourists abroad. C h in a ’s g ro w in g  dom estic  dem and, 
particu la rly  consum ption  and  investm ent dem and, w ill o ffe r fo re ign  
investors m ore  opportun ities  fo r  cooperation .

C h ina  w ill com m it itse lf to  b u ild in g  a cross-Pacific regional coop 
eration  fram ew ork  that benefits  a ll parties. T h e  vast P acific  is free  
o f  natural barriers, and  we should  n o t erect any m an-m ade ones. W e 
shou ld  le t A P E C  lead  and  coo rd in a te  o u r actions, and  u p h o ld  the  
approach  o f  openness, inclusiveness and  m utual benefit. W e should  
enhance coo rd in a tion  on  m acro-econom ic  polic ies  and  regional free 
trade  arran gem en ts, p ro m o te  re g io n a l in te g ra tio n , and  a vo id  the  
Spaghetti B o w l effect, so as to  b u ild  closer partnersh ips  across the 
Pacific and jo in tly  pursue  long-term  developm ent o f  A sia  Pacific.

Ladies and gendem en,
D ear friends,
“ Boundless is the ocean  w here  we sail w ith  the  w in d .’’2 L ike  a vast 

ocean, the  A s ia  P acific  re g io n  o ffe rs  enough  space fo r  us to  m ake 
progress together. Each  and  every  A P E C  m em ber has a stake in  the 
future  developm ent o f  this region .

C h in a  has h igh  hopes fo r  this year’s A P E C  E c o n o m ic  Leaders’ 
M eeting. W e stand ready to  w o rk  w ith  o u r partners in  the reg ion  to  
b u ild  a beautifu l A sia  Pacific that leads the  w o rld , benefits all parties, 
and ensures the  w ellbe ing  o f  future  generations. W ith  this in  m in d ,
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I  w ou ld  like  to  share w ith  you  m y  v is io n  fo r  the  A sia  Pacific  region  in 
fo u r aspects.

F irs t, an A s ia  P acific  re g io n  that seeks co m m o n  deve lop m en t. 
T h e  A sia  Pacific  econom ies have close  ties and  shared interests. We 
should  draw  upon  o u r respective  strengths, op tim ize  the a llocation  o f  
econom ic  resources, im p ro ve  the  industria l layout, and  b u ild  an Asia  
Pacific value  chain  and  a large-scale A sia  Pacific m arket w here  benefits 
are shared by  all. T h e  developed  econom ies should  p ro v id e  stronger 
support and assistance to  the  deve lop in g  ones, w hile  the latter should  
fo r  th e ir part w ork  hard  to  catch up. O n ly  by  n arrow in g  the develop
m ent gap  can we all rise w ith  the  tide  o f  developm ent in  this region .

S eco n d , an A s ia  P a c ific  re g io n  th a t stays c o m m itte d  to  open  
developm ent. T h e  end  o f  W o rld  W ar I I  was fo llow ed  by  an econom ic  
b o o m  o f  m o re  than  25  years in  13 econom ies  a rou n d  the  w o rld . 
O n e  com m on  feature o f  the  econom ies was the ir opening-up  policy. 
W e should  fo llo w  the  trend  o f  the  tim es, u p h o ld  a m ultila tera l trad
in g  system  that is free, open  and  n on-d iscrim inato ry, and  oppose  all 
fo rm s  o f  protection ism . W e should  w o rk  together in  b u ild in g  an open  
econom y  and  a fram ew ork  fo r reg ional cooperation , and, in  an open  
and inclusive  sp irit, b u ild  the A sia  Pacific reg ion  in to  a free trade  area.

T h ird , an A s ia  P acific  re g io n  that p ro m o tes  in n o va tio n -d rive n  
deve lopm ent. G ro w th  w ill be unsustainable  i f  it  is so le ly  d rive n  by 
fiscal stim ulus measures and  u n conven tiona l m onetary  po lic ies , and 
w ill be to o  costly  i f  it  is based on  excessive consum ption  o f  resources 
and  achieved  at the  expense  o f  the  en v iron m en t. W e need  in n o va 
tio n  in  b oth  theo ry  and practice  o f  developm ent. W e should  abandon  
outdated  m indsets, break  away fro m  o ld  confines, and  pursue  green, 
circu lar and  low -carbon  developm ent. W e should  continue  to  im prove  
o u r  c a p a b ility  in  in n o v a tio n  so as to  fo s te r e m e rg in g  in d u s trie s , 
exp lore  new  forces fo r  grow th , and enhance core  com petitiveness.

F o u rth , an A sia  Pacific reg ion  that pursues interactive  grow th . The  
A sia  Pacific  econom ies are interdependent, w ith  shared interests and  a 
com m on  future. T h e  success o r fa ilure  o f  one  m ay u ltim ate ly  lead to 
the success o r  fa ilure  o f  all. In  this chain  o f  dynam ic  in teractions, one
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econom y^  developm ent w ill have a knock-on  effect on  other econo
mies. W e should  strengthen  the  sense o f  com m un ity  and  o f  com m on  
future, contribute  to  others, developm ent w ith  o u r ow n, tap fu lly  in to  
ou r respective strengths th rough  coord in a tion  and  in teraction , pass on  
positive  energy, and achieve sound  interactions  and  coord inated  devel
opm ent am ong  all the  A sia  Pacific  econom ies.

A t  present, the  A sian  countries, especially em erging  m arkets and 
develop ing  countries, are in  great need o f  in frastructu re . P articu larly  
in  the face o f  such severe challenges as m oun tin g  dow nw ard  pressure 
and financia l vo la tility , it  is necessary fo r  us to  m o b ilize  m ore  funds 
fo r  in fra s tru c tu ra l d e ve lo p m e n t to  m a in ta in  sustained  and  steady 
econom ic  g ro w th  and  p ro m o te  econom ic  in teg ra tio n  in  the  reg ion . 
To  this  end , we propose  to  establish  an A sian  in frastructu re  invest
m ent bank  to  help  fund  the in frastructu ra l developm ent o f  A S E A N  
countries and  other deve lop in g  countries in  the  reg ion . T h is  proposed  
bank w ould  w ork  together w ith  the existing  m ultilateral developm ent 
banks in  and  outside  the  re g io n  to  fue l the  sustainable  and  steady 
grow th  o f  the A sian  econom y.

Ladies and  gentlem en，
D ear friends,
T h e  business com m unity  is a m ajor force  fo r  the developm ent o f  

econom y and trade as w ell as an in tegra l p art o f  A P E C  cooperation . 
C hina  places great im p ortan ce  on  the  ro le  o f  the  business com m u
nity. W e are ready to  hear yo u r view s and  suggestions, and  facilitate  
you r deeper and  m ore  rap id  engagem ent, especially that o f  SM Es and 
m icro  businesses, in  econom ic  developm ent and  regional cooperation .

Last A u gu st C h in a ’s business co m m u n ity  established  an A P E C  
C hina  Business C ou n cil. T h is  provides  an in s titu tio n a l guarantee fo r 
the  business secto r^  fu rth e r in vo lve m en t in  fo rm u la tin g  econom ic  
and trade rules o f  the  A sia  Pacific  reg ion , and  dem onstrates the readi
ness o f  C h in a^  business com m unity  to  undertake  m ore  in ternational 
responsibilities.

M o re  frie n d s , m o re  o p p o rtu n itie s . M an y  o f  yo u  present here  
are o ld  friends  o f  the  C hinese  people  w h o  have  partic ipa ted  in  a ll
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C h in a ’s re fo rm  and  opening-up  endeavors. W e w ill never fo rge t ou r 
o ld  frie n d s , and  we w ill be m ost h ap p y  to  m ake  new  ones. C h ina  
w elcom es  and  encourages  businesses fro m  a ll econ om ies, A P E C  
m em bers in  particu lar，to  invest and  do  business in  G hina  and  take an 
active  p art in  C h in a ’s re fo rm  and  op en in g  up. T h e  m ore  friends  we 
have，the m ore  C h ina ’s re fo rm  and  open ing  up  w ill th rive  and  prosper.

I  hope  friends from  the business com m unity  w ill m ake fu ll use o f  
A P E C  as a p la tfo rm  to  m ake yo u r voices heard  o n  h ow  to  im p rove  
trade and  investm ent environm ent in  the  A sia  Pacific reg ion , and, w ith  
you r strength  in  m arket in fo rm a tio n , technology  incubation  and  in n o 
vative  capability, put forw ard  strategic and  progressive  suggestions fo r 
p ro m o tin g  trade  and  investm ent lib e ra liza tion  and fac ilita tio n , deep
ening  reg iona l econom ic  in teg ra tio n  and  the future  deve lopm ent o f  
A P E C .

Ladies and  gentlem en,
D ear friends,
C h ina  w ill host the 2014  A P E C  E co n o m ic  Leaders, M eeting  and 

the related  events. T aking  this o p p o rtu n ity  and focusing  on  the future  
o f  A P E C , we w ill seek to  b u ild  closer partnerships, fu rth e r pragm atic 
coop era tio n , and  enhance the  lead ing  ro le  o f  A P E C  in  shaping  the 
long-term  developm ent v is io n  o f  the  A sia  Pacific reg ion .

I  h op e  tha t a ll o f  yo u , frie n d s  fro m  the  A s ia  P ac ific  business 
co m m u n ity , w ill m eet in  B e ijin g  then  fo r  discussions  and  w itness 
another im p o rta n t m om ent in  the  deve lopm ent o f  the  A s ia  Pacific  
region .

T h an k  you!

N o tes

1 Lu You: V isiting a Mountain tilla g e . Lu You (1125-1210) was a poet o f the 
Southern Song Dynasty (1127-1279).

2 Shang Yan: Farewell to a Korean H erm it Keturning Home. Shang Yan (date un
known) was a poet o f the Tang Dynasty (618-907).

New Approach for Asian Security Cooperation*

M a y  2 1 ,  2 0 1 4

D istingu ished  guests, 
D ear colleagues, 
Ladies and gentlem en， 
D ear friends,

I  w ould  like  to  thank  Foreign  M inister A h m e t D avu to g lu , Special 
Representative  o f  the  TTurkish P resident, fo i: his address. G hiria  has 
assum ed the  cha irm an sh ip  o f  the  C on fe ren ce  o n  In te ra c tio n  and  
C onfidence-B u ild ing  M easures in  A sia  (C IC A ), so please allow  m e to  
take this o p p o rtu n ity  to  express heartfe lt thanks to  all sides, in  partic
ular K azakhstan , the  in itia to r o f  the  C IC A , and  Turkey, the previous  
chair o f  the C IC A , fo r  yo u r trust and  support.

N ow ，let m e m ake som e observations  on  b eh a lf o f  the People’s 
R epublic  o f  C hina.

T h e  sum m it today  has b ro u g h t togeth er leaders and  representa
tives fro m  47 coun tries  and  in te rn a tio n a l o rg a n iza tio n s , in c lu d in g  
C IC A  m em ber states, observers  and  in v ite d  guests o f  the  Shanghai 
Sum m it. U n d e r the  them e  <cE n h a n c in g  D ia lo g u e , T ru s t and  C o o r
d in a tio n  fo r  a N e w  A s ia  o f  Peace, S tab ility  and  C o o p e ra tio n ,,> we 
w ill discuss the  im p o rta n t subject o f  security  co o p e ra tio n , exp lo re  
policies  fo r  lon g-term  peace and  stab ility, and  jo in tly  p ro m o te  deve l
opm ent and  prosperity. A s  such, this sum m it is o f  great im portance  
to  security  in  A sia  and  the  w o rld  at la rge , and  w ill have far-reaching  
consequences.

* Speech at the Fourth Summit o f the Conference on Interaction and Confidence- 
Building Measures in Asia.
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A s ia  to d a y  is  h o m e  to  6 7 %  o f  the  w o r ld ’s p o p u la t io n ，and 
accounts fo r  one  th ird  o f  the  g lo b a l econom y. I t  is a place  w here  
diverse  c iv iliza tion s  and nations m eet and  interact. Peace and  develop
m ent in  A sia  are closely  connected  w ith  the  future  o f  m ankind , and 
A s ia 5s stab ility  and reviva l are a blessing  to  the peace and  developm ent 
o f  the  rest o f  the  w orld .

A s ia  today, though  facing  risks  and  challenges, is s till the  m ost 
dynam ic  and  p ro m is ing  reg ion  in  the w orld . Peace, developm ent and 
m utually  beneficial cooperation  are the  m ain  trend  in  the  reg ion , and 
countries  in  the  reg io n  gen era lly  p re fe r polic ies  that address d iffe r
ences and  disputes th rough  consu ltation  and  negotia tion . A sia  enjoys 
a ris in g  status in  the  in te rn a tio n a l strategic landscape, and  plays an 
in c re a s in g ly  im p o rta n t ro le  in  p ro m o tin g  a m u lti-p o la r w o rld  and 
dem ocracy  in  in te rn a tion a l re lations. Such  a healthy  situation  in  the 
reg ion  has n o t com e  easily and  ought to  be d o ub ly  cherished.

A sia  today  is engaged in  vib ran t cooperation  in  the  econom ic  field. 
C ooperation  in  the security fie ld  is m aking  progress despite difficulties, 
and  va riou s  coop e ra tio n  m echanism s are b eco m in g  m ore  dynam ic. 
A sia  has com e  to  a crucia l stage in  security cooperation  at w hich  we 
need to  b u ild  on  past achievem ents and  strive  fo r  new  progress.

A_s a Ghinese saying goes， wise m an  changes his way as circum - 
stances change; a know ledgeab le  p erson  alters his  m eans as tim es 
e vo lve .’’1 W e  need  to  keep  pace w ith  chan g ing  circum stances  In d  
e vo lv in g  tim es. O n e  cannot live  in  the  21st century  w ith  the outdated  
th in k in g  o f  the  era o f  the  C o ld  W ar and  zero-sum  gam e. W e believe 
that it  is necessary to  advocate  co m m o n , com prehensive , coopera
tive  and  sustainable security in  A sia . W e need to  innovate  o u r security 
con cep t, establish  a new  reg io n a l security  coop e ra tio n  arch itecture, 
and  jo in tly  b u ild  a road  tow ards security in  A sia  that is shared by  and 
o f  benefit to  all.

C om m on  security means respecting  and ensuring  the  security o f  
each and  every  country. A sia  is a reg ion  o f  great diversity. T h e  coun
tries there  d iffe r in  size, w ealth  and  strength. T h ey  va ry  in  h istorica l 
and  cu ltu ra l trad ition s  as w ell as socia l system s, and  have  d iffe re n t
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security interests and  aspirations. H ow ever, we are all p art o f  the same 
A sian  fam ily. W ith  o u r interests and  security  so close ly  in te rtw in ed， 
we w ill sink  o r  sw im  togeth er, and  we are increasing ly  b ecom ing  a 
com m unity  o f  shared future.

Security m ust be universal. W e cannot have the security o f  just one 
o r a few  countries w h ile  leaving  the  rest insecure, in  n o  w ay can we 
accept the so-called absolute security o f  one  at the expense o f  the secu
rity  o f  others. O therw ise, just as a K azakh  proverb  aptly puts it, <fO ne  
w ho  tries to  b low  out another’s o il lam p  w ill get his beard  singed.”

S e cu rity  m ust be  equal. E v e ry  c o u n try  has the  equal rig h t  to  
participate  in  the security affairs o f  the reg ion  as w ell as the respon
s ib ility  fo r  u p h o ld in g  reg io n a l security. N o  c o u n try  shou ld  attem pt 
to  dom inate  reg iona l security  affa irs  o r  in frin g e  upon  the  leg itim ate  
rights and interests o f  oth er countries.

S ecurity  m ust be in c lus ive . W e sh ou ld  tu rn  A s ia ’s d ive rs ity  and  
the differences  am ong  A s ian  countries  in to  a v ita l d riv in g  force  fo r  
reg iona l security  coop e ra tio n . W e shou ld  abide  b y  the  basic n orm s  
go vern ing  in ternationa l relations such as respecting  sovereignty, inde
pendence  and  te rrito ria l in te g rity  and  n on -in te rfe ren ce  in  in te rn a l 
affairs, respect the social systems and  deve lopm ent paths chosen  by 
ind iv idua l countries, and  fu lly  respect and  accom m odate  the legitim ate  
security concerns o f  all parties. T o  buttress and  entrench  a m ilita ry  
alliance targeted  at a th ird  party  is n o t conducive  to  com m on  security.

C o m p re h e n s iv e  s e c u rity  m eans  u p h o ld in g  s e c u rity  in  b o th  
tra d itio n a l and  n o n -tra d itio n a l fie lds. A s ia ’s secu rity  challenges are 
extrem ely com plicated, and  include  a range o f  flashpoints  and sensi
tive  issues, as w ell as ethn ic  and  re lig ious  prob lem s. T h e  challenges 
b rought by  te rro rism , transnational crim e, environm enta l safety, cyber 
security, energy and resource  security, and  m ajor natural disasters are 
clearly on  the rise. T rad ition a l and  non-trad itiona l security threats are 
interw oven. Security is a g row in g  issue in  b o th  scope and  im p lica tion .

W e  sh ou ld  take fu ll account o f  the  h is to ric a l b ackg ro u n d  and  
rea lity  o f  A s ia ’s security  issues，adopt a m u lti-p ro n ge d  and  h o lis tic  
approach, and enhance regional security governance  in  a coord inated
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way. W h ile  tackling  the im m ediate  security challenges facing  the region  
we shou ld  also m ake plans fo r  addressing  p otentia l security  threats, 
and  avo id  a fragm ented  and  p allia tive  approach  that o n ly  treats the 
sym ptom s.

W e  sh o u ld  have  ze ro  to le ran ce  fo r  te rro ris m , separatism  and  
extrem ism , strengthen  in te rn a tio n a l and  reg io n a l co o p e ra tio n , and  
step up  the  figh t against these three  forces, so as to  b rin g  peace and 
happiness to  the  people  o f  this reg ion .

C ooperative  security means p ro m o tin g  the security o f  b o th  in d i
v id u a l co u n trie s  and  the  re g io n  as a w h o le  th ro u g h  d ia lo gu e  and  
co o p e ra tio n . A s  the  p ro ve rb  goes, ''S tre n g th  does n o t com e  fro m  
the  m uscles  in  the  arm s, b u t fro m  the  u n iso n  o f  the  h e a rt.,> W e 
shou ld  engage in  sincere  and  in -dep th  dialogue  and  com m unication  
to  increase  strategic  m u tu a l tru s t, reduce  m utua l m isg iv in g s , seek 
com m on  grou n d  w hile  reso lving  differences, and live  in  h arm on y  w ith  
each other. W e should  bear in  m in d  the  com m on  security interests o f  
all countries, and  start w ith  low -sen sitiv ity  areas to  b u ild  the  aware
ness o f  m eeting  security challenges th rough  cooperation . W e should  
expand  the scope and  means o f  cooperation  and p rom ote  peace and 
security th rough  cooperation . W e should  stay com m itted  to  reso lving  
disputes th ro ug h  peaceful m eans, stand  against the  a rb itra ry  use o r 
threat o f  force , oppose  the  p ro voca tio n  and  escalation  o f  tensions fo r 
self-interest, and  eschew  the  practice  o f  sh iftirjg  troub le  o n to  neigh
bors and  seeking gain  at the  expense o f  others.

In  the  fina l analysis, let the  people  o f  A sia  ru n  the affairs o f  A sia , 
so lve  the  p ro b lem s  o f  A s ia  and  u p h o ld  the  secu rity  o f  A s ia . T h e  
people  o f  A sia  have the capab ility  and  w isdom  to  achieve peace and 
stab ility  in  the  reg ion  th rough  enhanced  cooperation .

A s ia  is open  to  the w orld . W h ile  enhancing  o u r ow n  cooperation  
w ith  each other, countries in  A sia  m ust also firm ly  com m it ourselves 
to  coopera tion  w ith  countries  in  oth e r continents, oth er regions and 
in te rnation a l organ izations. W e w elcom e  all parties to  play  a positive  
and  con structive  ro le  in  p ro m o tin g  A s ia ’s security  and  coop era tio n , 
and  w o rk  together to  achieve m utually  beneficial outcom es fo r  all.
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Sustainable security means that we need to  focus on  b oth  develop
m ent and  security, so that security w ill be durable. A s  a Chinese saying 
goes, uF o r a tree to  g row  ta ll, a strong  and so lid  ro o t is essential; fo r  a 
rive r to  reach far, an unim peded  source  is necessary.” 2 D eve lopm ent is 
the foundation  o f  security, and  security the p recon d ition  fo r develop
m ent. T h e  tree o f  peace does n ot g row  on  barren  land , and  the fru its  
o f  developm ent are n o t harvested  am idst the  flam es o f  war. F o r m ost 
A s ia n  cou n tries , d eve lop m en t m eans the  greatest security  and  the  
m aster key to  regional security issues.

T o  b u ild  an A s ian  security  strongh o ld  that can stand the  test o f  
any gale we need to  focus on  developm ent，zealously  im prove  people ’s 
lives and  n arrow  the  w ealth  gap  so as to  cem ent the  found ation  o f  
security. W e need to  advance  the  process o f  com m on  developm ent 
and  reg iona l in te g ra tio n , foste r sound  in te raction  betw een  reg iona l 
econ om ic  c o o p e ra tio n  and  secu rity  co o p e ra tio n  fo r  syn ch ro n ize d  
progress, and prom ote  sustainable security th rough  sustainable devel
opm ent.

Ladies and gentlem en，
D ear friends,
T h e  C IC A  is the  largest and  m ost representative  regional security 

fo ru m  w ith  the  largest n um ber o f  p artic ip ants . O v e r  the  past tw o  
decades the  C IC A  has undertaken  the  re sp o n s ib ility  to  strengthen  
m utual trust and  coord in a tion  and  prom ote  A s ia ^  security and stabil
ity. I t  has fo llow ed  the  p rin c ip le  o f  consensus th rough  consu ltation  
and  m ade  an im p o rta n t c o n trib u tio n  to  inc reasin g  u n d erstand in g , 
seeking com m on  grou n d  and  expanding  cooperation .

Today  m ore  than  ever, the  A sian  people  w ish  fo r  peace and stabil
ity, and  the  need to  w o rk  together to  tackle  challenges to  security is 
greater than  before.

C h in a  proposes that we m ake the  C IC A  a security  dialogue  and  
cooperation  p la tfo rm  that covers the w hole  o f  A sia  and, on  that basis, 
exp lo re  the  estab lishm ent o f  a reg iona l security  coop era tio n  a rch i
tecture. C h in a  believes that it  is advisable  to  increase  the  frequency  
o f  the  C IC A  fo re ig n  m in is te rs ’ m eetings and  p o ss ib ly  sum m its as
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circum stances change, so as to  strengthen  the  p o litica l guidance  o f  
the C IC A  and chart a b lu ep rin t fo r  its developm ent.

C h ina  proposes that we enhance the capacity and  the institutions 
o f  the C IC A , support im p ro v in g  the functions o f  the C IC A  secretariat, 
establish  a defense consu lta tion  m echanism  o f  m em ber states and a 
task force  fo r  supervising  the im p lem entation  o f  confidence-build ing
m easures in  various  areas w ith in  the  C IC A  fram ew ork，and  enhance
exchanges and  coop era tio n  in  cou n te r-te rro rism , business, tourism , 
environm ental protection , and cultural and people-to-people  exchanges.

C h ina  proposes that we put in  place a nongovernm enta l exchange 
n etw o rk  fo r  various  parties th ro u g h  h o ld in g  C IC A  n on gove rn m en 
tal forum s  and other m eans, so as to  lay a so lid  social foundation  fo r
spreading  the  the  C IC A  con cep t o f  security，increasing  the  C IC A ’s
in fluence  and  p ro m o tin g  regional security governance.

C h ina  proposes that we strengthen  the  inclusiveness and  openness 
o f  the  C IC A . W e need to  step up  coord in a tion  and  cooperation  w ith  
oth e r re levant organ izations  in  the  reg io n , and  expand  dialogue  and 
com m unication  w ith  oth er regions and  relevant in te rnation a l organ i
zations.

C h in a  w ill fu lfill its responsib ilities  as C IC A  chairm an  and  w ork  
w ith  oth er parties to  fu rth e r im p ro ve  the status and  ro le  o f  the C IC A  
so that together we can raise security cooperation  to  a h igh er level.

Ladies and  gentlem en,  ̂ •
D ear friends,
C h ina  is a staunch force  fo r  u ph o ld ing  peace in  the region  and the 

w orld  as a w hole  and fo r p ro m o tin g  com m on  developm ent. T h e  Five  
P rinc ip les  o f  Peaceful C oexistence  in itia ted  b y  C h in a  togeth er w ith  
In d ia  and  M yanm ar have becom e  basic norm s  go vern ing  state-to-state 
re la tion s. C h in a  rem ains  com m itted  to  seeking  the  peacefu l settle
m ent o f  disputes w ith  other countries over te rrito ria l sovereignty and 
m aritim e  rights and interests. C hina  has com pletely  resolved, through  
frie n d ly  consultations, land  b ou nd ary  issues w ith  12 o f  its 14 neigh
b o rin g  countries. A s  an active participant in  regional security coopera
tio n , C hina, jo in d y  w ith  other relevant countries, in itiated  the Shanghai
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C ooperation  O rgan iza tion  and proposed  the concept o f  m utual trust, 
m utual b en efit, equality  and  co o rd in a tio n . C h in a  supports  A S E A N , 
the S A A R C  and  the  L A S  in  playing  a positive  ro le  in  regional affairs. 
China  and  Russia jo in d y  proposed  an A sia  Pacific  peace and  security 
in itia tive , w h ich  has played  an im p o rta n t ro le  in  strengthen ing  and  
m aintaining  peace and  stab ility  in  the A sia  Pacific region. C hina  w orks 
to  push  forw ard  the Six-Party Talks C on cern ing  the K orean  Peninsula, 
and supports peace and  reconstruction  in  A fghan istan , m aking  unre
m ittin g  effo rts  in  so lv in g  in te rnationa l and  reg ional flashpoint issues 
through  dialogue  and  negotiation . C hina  jo ined  forces w ith  countries 
in  the  reg io n  and  the  w id e r in te rn a tio n a l co m m u n ity  to  tackle  the  
A sian  financia l crisis and  the  in te rnationa l financia l crisis, m aking  its 
due con trib u tion  to  p ro m o tin g  regional and  global econom ic  grow th .

C h in a  is firm ly  com m itted  to  the  path  o f  peaceful developm ent 
and the m utually  beneficial strategy o f  open ing  up. I t  seeks to  develop  
frien d ly  relations and  cooperation  w ith  oth er countries on  the basis o f  
the Five  Princip les  o f  Peaceful Coexistence. C h in a^  peaceful deve lop
m ent begins here in  A s ia , finds  its  support in  A sia  and  delivers tangi
ble  benefits to  A sia .

“ N e ig h b o rs  w ish  each o th e r w e ll, just as fa m ily  m em bers  d o .”  
C h ina  always pursues frien dsh ip  and  partnersh ip  w ith  its neighbors,
seeks to  b rin g  am ity，secu rity  and  co m m o n  p ro sp e rity , and  w orks  
hard  to  ensure that its deve lopm ent b rings  benefits  to  all the  oth er 
countries  in  A sia . C h ina  w ill w o rk  w ith  oth e r countries  to  speed up  
the developm ent o f  a new  econom ic  belt a long  the  S ilk  Road  and  a 
21st-century M aritim e  S ilk  R oad, and hopes that the A sian  In fra stru c
ture  Investm ent B ank  can be launched  at an early date. C hina  w ill be 
m ore  in vo lved  in  the  regional cooperation  process, and  play its part to  
ensure that developm ent and  security in  A sia  facilitate  each other and 
are m utually  re in forc ing .

A s  the  saying  goes，“ Readiness to  con verge  w ith  others  m akes 
a m o u n ta in  h ig h  and  a r iv e r  m ig h ty .’’3 A s  a s tro n g  ch a m p io n  o f
the  A sian  security concept, C h ina  also w orks  to  put such a security 
concept in to  practice. C h ina  w ill take so lid  steps to  strengthen  security
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dialogues and  cooperation  w ith  oth er parties, and  jo in tly  exp lore  the 
fo rm u la tion  o f  a code  o f  conduct fo r  regional security and  an Asian  
security partnersh ip  program , m aking  A sian  countries  go o d  partners 
w ho  trust one  another and cooperate  o n  an equal footing .

C h ina  is ready to  in troduce  m echanism s fo r  regular exchange and 
coopera tion  w ith  countries  in  the  reg ion  to  jo in tly  com bat the  three 
fo rces  o f  te rro ris m , separatism  and  extrem ism . C h in a  is ready  to 
discuss w ith  the  other countries in  the  reg ion  the creation  o f  an Asian  
fo ru m  fo r  secu rity  co o p e ra tio n  in  law  en fo rcem en t and  an  A sian  
security em ergency response center, to  enhance security cooperation  
in  law  enforcem ent and  better respond  to  m ajor security emergencies. 
C h ina  calls fo r  exchanges and  m utual learn ing  am ong  d iffe ren t c iv ili
zations  and  re lig ions  th rough  various  m eans, such as conferences fo r 
dialogues am ong  A sian  d v iliza tio n s，so that w ill be able to  draw  on  
each oth e r’s experiences and achieve com m on  progress.

Ladies and  gentlem en，
D ear friends,
T h e  C hinese  peop le , in  th e ir p u rsu it o f  the  C hinese  D ream  o f  

grea t n a tio n a l renew al, stand  ready  to  su p p o rt and  h e lp  a ll oth e r 
peoples in  A sia  to  realize  th e ir ow n  great dream s. L et us w o rk  togeth- 
er to  realize  the  A sian  dream  o f  lasting  peace and  com m on  develop
m ent, and  m ake a greater co n trib u tio n  to  advancing  the nob le  cause 
o f  peace and  developm ent o f  m ankind.

T h an k  you!

N o te s

See note 1, p. 175.
2 Wei Zheng: TV// 勿 /知 Wei Zheng (580-643) was a statesman

o f the Tang Dynasty.
3 Liu Yuxi: Inscription on the Stele by the Sacred Way to the Tomb of Wang Ling, Former 

Imperial Censor of the Tang Dynasty.
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Strictly Enforce Diligence and Thrift, 
Oppose Extravagance and Waste*

January 17 and February 2 2 , 2 0 1 3

R eports  reveal a shocking  waste o f  food . A ll offic ia ls  and  the pub
lic  have responded  strong ly  to  various  sources o f  wasted food , p artic
u larly  recreational activities using  p ub lic  funds. I t  is h u rtfu l to  see such 
severe problem s  w hen  we all kn ow  that m ore  than  100 m illio n  ru ra l 
residents, tens o f  m illion s  o f  urban  residents and  m any other people  
in  o u r cou n try  are still plagued  b y  poverty.

W e m ust do  som eth ing  to  stop  such waste as qu ickly  as possible! 
W e m ust dissem inate  o u r thoughts  and  in ten sify  o u r guidance, p ro 
m ote  o u r splendid  nationa l tra d itio n  o f  diligence  and  th rift, and  re
gard  fruga lity  as h o n o r and  waste as disgrace. T h e  strict enforcem ent 
o f  d iligen ce  and  th r ift  m ust becom e  the  co m m o n  practice  o f  the  
w hole  society. A ll m ust oppose  extravagance  and  waste.

P arty, go ve rn m en t and  m ilita ry  organs  at a ll levels, in s titu tio n s , 
peopled  organ izations  and  state-owned enterprises as w ell as leaders 
and  offic ia ls  at all levels m ust set an exam ple  in  stricd y  obeying  the  
rules fo r  o ffic ia l receptions，and  in  im p lem en tin g  all measures con- 
cern ing  th rift so as to  com plete ly  eradicate waste in  any activity  that is 
paid  w ith  pub lic  funds.

M oreover, operationa l measures that are targeted  and instructive  
should be established，so that th rift is encouraged and waste is punished.

(Comments by X i  Jinping on <(Neti^ens Urging the 

Elimination o f Waste a t the D inner Table,v 

a report submitted by Xinhua N em  AgetiQi, January 17, 2013)

* Separate comments on relevant reports by Xinhua News Agenqr and the People's Daify.

399



400 T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  o f  C h in a

I I

T h e  C entra l C om m ittee^  call fo r  strict enforcem ent o f  diligence  
and  th rift  and  op p o s itio n  to  extravagance  and  waste has w on  w ide
spread acclaim  from  offic ia ls  and  the  public . T here  should  n ow  be a 
fo llo w -u p  cam paign  to  ensure that n o  one  sim p ly  goes th ro ugh  the 
m otions  o r  fo llow s  the  ru les as a tem p ora ry  m easure, like  a passing 
gust o f  w in d . W e m ust do  everyth ing  possible, and  we m ust see things 
th rough  fro m  beginn ing  to  end. N o th in g  can be accom plished  unless 
we take a serious, pragm atic  and  consistent approach.

F o r som e tim e  now  we have so lic ited  advice  fro m  people  o f  all 
w alks o f  life , m uch  o f  w h ich  has been  con stru ctive . W e m ust sort 
th rough  these ideas and put them  in to  practice, sum  up  the  lessons we 
learn , and  draw  o n  experience  fro m  b o th  at hom e  and abroad.

O u r  n ext m ajo r step  is to  focus  o n  im p ro v in g  the  system  w ith  
regard  to  o ffic ia l receptions, financia l budgets and  audits, assessment 
and  accountability, and  supervis ion . T o  do  this we need to  refine  an 
overa ll m echanism  that is dynam ic, and  that provides  fo r  rig id  institu
tiona l constraints, strict system atic execution , strong  supervis ion  and 
exam ination , and severe sanctions, so that all m isbehavior and  v io la 
tio n  o f  the  rules and regulations re lating  to  recreational activities paid  
fro m  p ub lic  funds is reduced  to  a m in im um .

(Comments by X i Jinping on uA nalysis and Suggestions 

from  E xperts and Scholars on Restricting Recreational A ctivities 

Using Public F u n d s,a n d  some other reports submitted 

by the Peopled D aily, February 22y 2013)

The Mass Line: Fundamental to the CPC*

June 18, 2 0 1 3

T h e  m ass lin e  is  the  life  o f  o u r  P a rty  and  the  fu n d a m e n ta l 
approach  to  the  P a rty ’s w o rk . L a u n ch in g  a p ro g ra m  o f  mass lin e  
education  and practice  is a sign ificant decision  taken  b y  the  Party to  
supervise  its  ow n  conduct and enforce  strict discip line . I t  is an im p o r
tant m easure to  respond  to  p u b lic  dem and, to  strengthen  the  Party  
as a M arxist p arty  that learns, innovates  and  serves the  peop le , and  
to  advance socialism  w ith  Chinese  characteristics. I t  has far-reaching  
significance  fo r the Party to  m aintain  its progressive  nature  and  integ- 
rity, consolidate  its g o ve rn in g  base and status, and  com plete  the b u ild 
in g  o f  a m oderately  prosperous  society in  all respects.

F irst, the program  o f  mass line  education  and practice  is an essen
tial requirem ent fo r the Party  to  realize  the  objectives set by  the  18th  
C P C  N a tio n a l C ongress. T h e  C ongress  p ro p o sed  to  com p lete  the  
b u ild in g  o f  a m oderately  prosperous  society in  all respects w hen  the 
C P C  celebrates its centenary in  2021, and  tu rn  C hina  in to  a m odern  
socia list c o u n try  tha t is p ro sp e ro u s , s tro n g , d em ocra tic , c u ltu ra lly  
advanced  and  h a rm o n io u s  w h en  the  P R C  m arks  its  centen n ia l in  
2049. A fte r  the Congress the  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  proposed  the 
Chinese D ream  o f  the  rejuvenation  o f  the Chinese  nation . T o  realize  
the Chinese  D ream  and  the  objectives set b y  the  Congress, all Party 
m em bers m ust fo llo w  the  fine  trad ition  o f  the Party.

W h at does this m ean? I t  means respecting  the  P arty’s long-he ld  
trad itions  o f  lin k in g  theo ry  w ith  practice, m ainta in ing  close ties w ith  
the people, engaging  in  critic ism  and self-critic ism , cu ltivating  tenacity

* Part of the speech at the conference of the Program of Mass Line Education and 
Practice held by the CPC Central Committee.
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in  w o rk , p u rsu in g  the  tru th  and  b e in g  p ragm atic . A ll th ro u g h  the
Party’s lo n g  p eriod  o f  re vo lu tio n ，construction  and  re fo rm ，the  Party
has always dem anded  that all its m em bers m aintain  its  fine  trad ition , 
and  this is w hat has und erp inn ed  one  v ic to ry  after ano the r fo r  the 
Party and  the people.

W e m ust be cogn izan t, especially d u rin g  this new  era o f  re fo rm  
and  o p e n in g  up , tha t the  P arty  w ill be  exposed  to  unprecedented  
risks  and  challenges  as C h in a  d rive s  re fo rm  and  o p e n in g  up  to  a 
deeper level. T h e  task o f  im p ro v in g  the  P a rty c o n d u c t  w ill never be 
m ore  im p ortan t o r  urgent. N o t  fo r  one  m om ent should  we be lax  o r 
suspend o u r effo rts  in  this regard.

uIn  the  present p eriod  o f  h istorica l change, w hen  prob lem s  have 
p iled  up  and a thousand  things  w ait to  be done, it  is crucia l fo r  us to
strengthen  the  leadership  o f  the  P arty  and  co rre ct its  w o rk  style，” 1 
said D e n g  X ia o p in g  at the in itia l launch  o f  re fo rm  and  op en in g  up.
T h e  second  g e n e ra tio n  o f  the  P a rty  lead ersh ip  headed  b y  D e n g  
X ia o p in g , the th ird  generation  o f  the Party leadership  headed b y  Jian g  
Z e m in , and  the  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  w ith  H u  J in ta o  as general 
secretary all m ade it  one  o f  the ir top  p rio rities  to  im p ro ve  the P arty^  
conduct, and  carried  ou t a succession o f  program s  to  this end  -  the
Party  C on so lida tion 2, the “ T hree  Em phases”  E d uca tio n 3, the  E duca
tio n  to  M aintain  the  P ioneering  R ole  o f  the  Party M em bers4, and  the 
in-depth  study o f  the S cientific  O u tlo o k  on  De^$elopment5. •

T h e  Party  has always em phasized  that Party  conduct has a direct 
im p act o n  its  im age , o n  its  prospects  o f  w in n in g  o r  lo s in g  p u b lic  
support, and  on  the  ve ry  su rviva l o r extin ction  o f  the  P arty  and  the 
state. M ainta in ing  close ties w ith  the people  is essential to  im p ro v in g  
the P arty  s conduct. L o sin g  contact w ith  the  people  w ou ld  pose  the 
gravest threat to  the Party.

Since the T h ird  Plenary Session o f  the 11th  C P C  C entra l C o m m it
tee in  1978, the Party has reestablished  the gu id in g  princip les  o f  free- 
in g  the  m in d  and  seeking tru th  fro m  facts, attaching  m ore  im portance
to the Party’s conduct，and m aintaining close ties with the people.
T h e  w hole  Party  has burn ished  its im age  and  im p ro ved  its conduct,
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guaranteeing the sm ooth  progress o f  re fo rm  and  open ing  up  and  the 
drive  fo r socialist m odern iza tion .

A s  has been  the case th roughout the  P arty’s h istory，its close ties
w ith  the  people  are the  em bod im ent o f  its nature  and  purpose, the  
hallm ark  that distinguishes the  C P C  fro m  oth er p o litica l parties, and 
an im p ortan t factor enabling  the  C P C  to  g row  strong. T h e  fate o f  the
Party’s undertakings relies on whether it  can maintain its ties with the

people.
O u r  P arty  com es fro m  the  peop le , is ro o te d  in  the  peop le , and  

serves the  p eop le . W ith o u t  p o p u la r su p p o rt, n on e  o f  the  P a rty^  
achievem ents o r aspirations w ou ld  be possible. W e m ust always keep 
close ties w ith  the people, so that the Party can continue  to  respond  to
t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  g o v e r n a n c e ， r e f o r m  a n d  o p e n i n g  u p ,  a n d  t h e  m a r k e t

econom y, as w ell as the external environm ent. U nder n o  circumstances 
w ill we ever forsake  o u r com m itm ent to  sharing  w eal and  w oe  w ith
t h e  p e o p l e .  W e  w i l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  P a r t y ’s  p u r p o s e  o f  s e r v i n g  t h e

people  w holehearted ly. W e w ill never fo rg o  the  h istorica l m aterialist 
view p o in t w hich  regards the people  as the true  heroes. T h e  Party w ill 
always serve the  pub lic , and  go vern  fo r the  benefit o f  the people.

In  th is  new  era, in  o rd e r to  rea lize  the  C hinese  D ream  and  the  
objectives set b y  the  18th  C P C  N a tio n a l C ongress, we m ust rem ain  
close  to  the  p eo p le , re ly  o n  th em , and  fu lly  m o b ilize  th e ir in it ia 
tive , enthusiasm  and  creativity . W e  have launched  the  cam paign  o f  
mass line  education  and practice  w ith  the  aim  o f  rem ind ing  all Party 
m em bers that the ir fundam ental purpose  is to  serve the  people  w hole
heartedly, unite  the people  th rough  the  PartyJs fine  trad ition , and w ork
hard  w ith  them  to  realize  the  objectives set by  the  Congress and the

Chinese  D ream .
Second, launching  the  p rogram  o f  mass line  education  and  prac

tice is an essential requirem ent fo r  the Party to  m aintain  its progressive  
nature and  its in tegrity, and consolidate  its go vern in g  base and status. 
T h is  is an issue, fundam ental to  the Party and  its future  developm ent.

A s  w e  have s o  o f t e n  r e p e a t e d ， t h e  P a r t y ’s p i o n e e r i n g  r o l e  a n d  i t s

ro le  o f  governance  do  n o t rem ain  unchanged  once  acquired. E ve n
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i f  you  had  played  a p ioneering  ro le  in  the  past, there  is n o  guarantee 
that you  w ill always do  so; the  fact that you  are p layin g  the  ro le  now  
does n o t m ean  that you  w ill be progressive  forever. Ju st because you  
possessed it  in  the  past does n o t m ean  that you  w ill ow n  it  forever. 
T h is  is the  conclusion  o f  o u r analysis based on  dialectical and  h isto ri
cal m aterialism .

H o w  can we m aintain  the  P arty^  progressive  nature  and  its integ
rity , and  consolidate  its g o ve rn in g  ro le  and  status? T h e  key is to  keep 
to  the  P arty^  mass line  and  m aintain  close ties w ith  the  people.

A s  an o ld  C h inese  saying  goes，“ T h o se  w h o  w in  the  p e o p le ’s 
hearts w in  the country, and  those w ho  lose  the peopled  hearts lose  the 
country.”  Likew ise，the people ’s sup p ort is the m ost so lid  foundation  
fo r  the  P arty^  governance. W in n in g  o r  losin g  p ub lic  su p p ort is vita l 
to  the  Party’s su rviva l o r  extin ctio n . T h e  Party m ust dedicate its soul 
and  m in d  to  the  people , share th e ir weal and  w oe, and  re ly  o n  them  
to  con tin ue  to  m ake progress. O n ly  then  ''steadfastly  we stand  ou r 
g ro u n d ’’6 against ‘‘om inous  storm s that threaten  to  en gu lf us.’’7

W e have launched  the  p rogram  o f  mass line  education  and  prac
tice  so that the  values o f  honesty, se rving  the  people  and  rem ain ing  
d ow n-to-earth  can  take ro o t  in  the  hearts and  actions  o f  a ll P arty  
m em bers. In  this way we can consolidate  the  P arty^  g o ve rn in g  status, 
increase the  P arty^  creativity, cohesiveness and  professional capab ili
ties, m aintain  its progressive  nature  and  its in t9 grity , and  consolidate  
its p ositio n  th rough  broad , p ro fo u n d  and  reliable  p ub lic  support.

T h ird , laun ch ing  the  p ro g ra m  o f  mass lin e  education  and  prac
tice  is essential i f  we are to  address the  peopled  pressing  concerns. In  
general, Party organ izations, m em bers and  offic ia ls  are p ractic ing  the 
Party’s mass lin e  w ell at present. Party  m em bers and  offic ia ls  have set 
a g o o d  exam ple, dedicating  them selves to  re fo rm , deve lopm ent and 
stab ility. T h e y  have m ainta ined  g o o d  re la tions  w ith  the  peop le  and 
w on  th e ir approval and support. M ost o f  them  have done  a go o d  job , 
fo r  w hich  we m ust give  them  fu ll cred it.

N evertheless, we m ust realize  that as the w o rld , the  country, and 
the  P a rty  u n d e rg o  p ro fo u n d  changes, the  p e rils  o f  m en ta l la x ity ,
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m ediocrity, iso la tion  fro m  the  people , passivity  and  co rru p tio n  have 
becom e increasingly  serious. M any Party offic ia ls  are losin g  touch  w ith  
the people , and  som e prob lem s  are ve ry  serious, especially the  F o u r 
M alfeasances o f  g o in g  th ro u g h  the  m o tio n s , excessive  bureaucracy, 
self-indulgence, and  extravagance.

G o in g  th ro n gh  the  m o tio ns  m eans d o in g  th ings  fo r  fo rm ’s sake 
- the  separation  o f  action  fro m  know ledge, neglecting  w hat is tru ly  
effective, h id in g  beh ind  piles o f  docum ents, and  im m ersing  oneself in  
m eetings，the  pursu it o f  van ity  and  a reso rt to  falsehood.

Som e Party  offic ia ls  stop  studying  Party  th eo ry  o r  lea rn ing  in fo r
m a tio n  w h ich  they  need  in  p e rfo rm in g  th e ir du ties , w h ile  oth ers  
con ten t them selves w ith  the  m ost superfic ia l understand ing , w h ich  
they can use as w indow -dressing  instead  o f  app lyin g  it  in  real w ork . 
T h ey  have no  in ten tion  o f  studying, n o r have they  the  ab ility  to  put 
w hat they  d o  kn o w  in to  p ractice . Som e  use the  requ irem ents  fo r  
docum ents and  m eetings sim p ly  as a p re text fo r  generating  fu rth e r 
docum ents and  m eetings; som e love  to  p u t o n  a show  and  seek the 
lim e ligh t; in  som e places the  p rio rity  is to  h ig h lig h t leaders, speeches 
in  newspapers and  o n  T V , w h ile  neglecting  practica l w ork ; som e have 
no  interest in  ach ieving  actual results o r  so lv in g  genuine  problem s  — 
the ir o n ly  aim  is to  ingratiate  them selves w ith  th e ir superiors, gener- 
ate head lines  o r  decorate  th e ir w o rk  re p o rts ...o n e  cerem ony  afte r 
another, one  sum m ary  after another, one  award  after another. W e call 
this K rik u n 8 style.

F o r  som e  o ffic ia ls , a “ g ra ss ro o ts  s u rve y ”  is n o  m o re  th an  a 
com fo rtab le  rid e  in  a car, a h u rrie d  glance  th ro u g h  the  w indow , an 
affab le  w ave to  the  cam eras, and  a casual glance  at events outside , 
rather than  a p ro p er investigation  in to  shadows, nooks  and crannies. 
Som e tu rn  a b lin d  eye to  fake reports , data and  m odels, o r even go  out 
o f  the ir way to  gloss ove r the  tru th  w ith  lies. N o  w onder people  say 
that paperw ork  keeps offic ia ls  w ell clear o f  real life , and  a m ountain  
o f  fo rm a lism  detaches policies  fro m  the ir im p lem entation .

Excessive  bureaucracy m eans departure  fro m  reality, losin g  touch  
w ith  the  people , arrogance, ind iffe ren ce  to  facts, conce it, and  in fla ted
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egos. Som e Party offic ia ls  do  n o t understand  o r  concern  them selves 
w ith  rea lity . T h e y  are re lu c ta n t to  g o  to  areas e xp e rie n c in g  harsh  
c o n d itio n s , o r  h e lp  g ra s s ro o ts  o rg a n iz a tio n s  and  p e o p le  so lve  
p rob lem s; they  p re fe r to  h av in g  n o th in g  to  do  w ith  them  lest there 
sh ou ld  be  m o re  tro u b le . T h e ir  du ties  are  a gam e  to  them  — they 
pass the  buck  o r  m uddle  th ro u g h . Som e  P arty  o ffic ia ls , heedless o f  
the  peop led  w ishes and  the  circum stances that app ly  in  th e ir loca l
ity , m ake casual decisions and  em pty  prom ises. T h e y  b lin d ly  launch  
expensive  p ro jects , w alk  away w hen  they  fa il, and  leave  b eh in d  an 
unreso lved  mess; som e c u rry  fa vo r w ith  th e ir superio rs, and  rude ly  
o rd e r th e ir subord inates  a rou n d . P eople  in  need  o f  th e ir services 
fin d  them  d iffic u lt  to  access, hard  to  ta lk  to  and  im p oss ib le  to  get 
them  to  act. T h e y  even  dem and  bribes  b efo re  d o in g  th ings  that are 
p art o f  th e ir duties, and  abuse th e ir pow er; som e  fo llo w  plans and 
d ire ctio n s  fro m  th e ir superio rs  w ith o u t try in g  to  understand  them  
p ro p erly . Som e  im p lem ent the  decisions o f  superiors  to  a superficia l 
degree, w h ile  others  aw kw ard ly  im ita te  — d o in g  th ings  acco rd in g  to 
the  o ld  w ay o r  fo llo w in g  others  w ith o u t co n s id e rin g  the  p articu la r 
circum stances that app ly  to  them . Som e  are Uem pire-bu ilders,,? h igh 
handed  and  a rb itra ry  in  th e ir approach , in to le ran t o f  any  alternative  
view . T h e y  reject critic ism  and  offe rs  o f  help , and  refuse  to  listen  to  
d iffe re n t voices.

T h e  m ain  features o f  self-indulgence  are m ental laxity, resting, on  
one^  laurels, vanity, coveting  pleasure, pursuing5 ostentation, and seek
in g  to  keep oneself amused. Som e Party officia ls have becom e  dem or
alized, and  the ir fa ith  has been shaken. T h e ir p h ilosoph y  o f  life  is to 
indulge  them selves in  pleasure-seeking — ^d rin k in g  yo u r fill as lo n g  as 
you  have w ine  to  d rin k 559 and  ^se izing  the  m om ents o f  contentm ent 
in  life  and  m aking  the  m ost o f  them .,,1() Som e have abandoned  the ir 
ideals in  favor o f  m aterial com forts , vu lgar amusements, revelry, drink- 
ing , and a life  o f  luxury. Som e take on  easy tasks and sh irk  hard  w ork  
because they have no  taste fo r hardship  and e ffo rt. T h ey  lack  m otiva
tio n  and new  goals because they are happy w ith  the status quo  ̂ satisfied 
w ith  the ir lim ited  know ledge  and understanding, and content w ith  the ir
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past achievem ents. T h ey  id le  th rough  the day flip p in g  th rough  news
papers, d rin k in g  tea and  chatting , th e ir gaze  w andering  abstractedly 
because they  have n o  purpose.

E xtra va g a n ce  m eans w aste, sq u an d e rin g  resources, expensive  
b u ild in g  p ro g ra m s , endless festiva ls  and  ce rem on ies , a lu xu rio u s  
and dissolute  lifestyle , and  abuse o f  pow er that can extend  to  actual 
c o rru p tio n . Som e  P a rty  o ffic ia ls  spend  h u n d re d s  o f  m illio n s  o f  
R enm inb i on  con stru ction  o f  a lu xu ry  o ffice  b u ild in g  that occupies 
acres o f  land  and  contains facilities fo r feasting, d rin k in g  and amuse- 
m ent. Som e  are devotees  o f  festivals  and  cerem on ies , som etim es 
squandering  m illion s  o f  R enm inb i o r  m ore  o n  a single  event. I t  is the 
b lood  and sweat o f  the  people  they are tossing  away! F o r some w ho  
seek co m fo rt and  pleasure the ir hom es can never be too  m any n o r too  
grand, the ir cars can never be too  luxu rious, th e ir banquets can never 
be too  exquisite, and the  brands o f  clothes they wear can never be too  
fam ous. T h e ir excesses show  disdain  fo r the  rules; they take things fo r 
granted  and  always w ant m ore. Som e dem and  excessive receptions, 
stay at expensive  hote ls, eat a ll sorts o f  delicacies, d rin k  fine  w ines 
and then  take bribes. Som e h o ld  m em bership  cards and  consum ption  
cards o f  great value, and  indu lge  them selves in  lu xu ry  clubs, high-end  
sports com plexes, free  trave l at hom e  and  abroad, and  even  fo re ign  
casinos, w here  they spend  m oney  like  water. Som e even  g lo ry  in  the ir 
m isconduct, m oral co rru p tio n  and dissolute  lifestyle , instead  o f  feel
ing  shame.

I  g ive  these exam ples to  w arn  a ll P arty  m em bers. I f  we a llow  
these prob lem s  to  spread  like  weeds, the  consequences w ill be disas
trous, and  the  tragedy  o f  Farewell M y Concubine1 ̂  w h ich  M ao  Z e d o n g  
used as a m etaphor fo r  lo s in g  pow er, m ay com e  true . Som e o f  o u r 
colleagues  have  b ecom e  accustom ed  to  such  p ro b le m s , and  take 
them  fo r  granted . T h is  is even  m ore  dangerous. A s  a saying  goes, 
<cStay in  a fish  m arket lo n g  en o u gh , and  one  w ill get used  to  the  
stink .” 12

W e  s h o u l d  k e e p  i n  m i n d  t h e  a n c i e n t  w a r n i n g  t h a t  “ s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e

and extravagance  lead  to  decline  and  dem ise,5,13 and  launch  full-scale
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exam inations，overhauls and clean-ups to  elim inate  defects and miscon- 
duct from  the Party, and address the people ’s m ost pressing  concerns.

N o te s

1 Deng Xiaoping: “Uphold the Four Cardinal Principles,” 奶?咖  y  
Xiaoping, Vol. I I , Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Beijing, 1994, pp. 185-186.

2 “Party Consolidation” refers to the overhaul o f the Party’s working practices 
and organization. The program , which lasted from  the w inter o f 1983 to 1987, 
aimed to unify the Party members, mindset, rectify the Party^ w ork practices, rein
force discipline, and cleanse its organization.

3 The “Three Emphases” Education refers to the education program  in Party 
spirit and work practices for Party and government leaders above county level. The 
program , conducted from Novem ber 1998 to December 2000, emphasized theoreti
cal study, political awareness, and being honest and upright.

4 Education to Maintain the Pioneering Role o f Party Members refers to the 
Party-wide program  focused on the im portant thought o f the Three Represents. 
From  January 2005 to June 2006 over 70 m illion Party members and more than 3.5 
m illion grassroots Party organizations participated in the education program.

5 A ll Party members took part in the program o f in-depth study and implemen
tation o f the Scientific O utlook on Development, during the period from  Septem
ber 2008 to February 2010. The program was themed on the Scientific O utlook on 
Development, with focus on educating Party and government leaders above county 
level.

6 Mao Zedong: uJinggang M ountains/5 M ao Zedong Poems, Eng. ed., Foreign 
Languages Press, Beijing, 1998, p. 9.

7 L i He: Ode to the Journey of Yanmen Prefect. L i He (790-816) was a leading poet o f 
the Tang Dynasty.

8 Krikun, a journalist in Frontline (1942), a drama written by Alexander Korney
chuk during the Great Patriotic W ar o f the form er Soviet U nion. He created news 
by reporting rumors and making up stories, and his name is often used to describe 
fabrication and exaggeration in news reporting.

Luo Y in: ¥or Myself. Luo Y in  (833-919) was a writer o f the Tang Dynasty.
10 L i Bai: Invitation to Wine.

One o f the final episodes in the life o f rebellious warlord Xiang Yu during 
the late Q in  Dynasty (221-206 BC). Xiang, the self-proclaimed uOverlord o f West
ern Chu,5 could not tolerate different opinions, and his flawed personality finally 
resulted in his downfall following the siege o f Gaixia. Xiang drank his final toasts
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with Concubine Yu, and sang lyrics o f heroism and lament. Concubine Yu danced
for Xiang one last time, took his sword and committed suicide. Xiang broke out o f 
the siege and fled to the banks o f the W ujiang River, where he committed suicide 
by slitting his throat with his sword. Yarewell M y Concubine is a metaphor for final 
downfall resulting from arbitrary conduct and losing touch with the people.

12 The Family Teaching of Confucius (Kong Z i]ia  Yu).

13 New Book of the Tang Dynasty {X in Tang Shu).



The Guiding Thoughts and Goals for the Program 
of Mass Line Education and Practice*

June 18, 2 0 1 3

T h e  Party  C entral C om m ittee  has stipulated  the gu id in g  thoughts, 
goals and  tasks, basic p rin cip les , m ethods, and  steps fo r  the  P arty^  
p ro g ra m  o f  mass lin e  e d u ca tio n  and  p ractice . T o  im p le m e n t the  
C en tra l C o m m itte e ^  requ irem ents, we m ust u p h o ld  socia lism  w ith  
C hinese  characteristics, and  fu lly  im p lem en t the  plans and  decisions 
m ade at the  P arty^  18th  N atio na l Congress. W e m ust fo llo w  the  gu id
ance o f  M arxism -L en in ism , M ao  Z e d o n g  T h o u g h t, D e n g  X ia o p in g  
T h e o ry , the  im p o rta n t th o u g h t o f  the  T h re e  R epresents, and  the 
Scientific  O u d o o k  o n  D eve lop m en t, and  m ake every  e ffo rt to  im p le
m ent the  plans and  requirem ents set fo rth  by  the  C entra l C om m ittee  
since the  C P C ’s 18th  N atio na l Congress.

W e  m ust m ain ta in  and  deve lop  the  P a rty^  p io n e e rin g  ro le  and  
in teg rity , and  effective ly  strengthen  education  fo r  all Party  m em bers 
o n  the  P arty ’s mass lin e  and  the  M a rxist v ie w p o in t o n  the  p eop le， 
focusing  o n  se rving  the  people  and  o n  being  cfow n-to-earth, honest 
and  u p righ t in  conduct. W e shou ld  start b y  im p lem en tin g  the  E ig h t 
R ules1 o f  the  Party  C entra l C om m ittee , and  strive  to  solve  the  m ost 
pressing  problem s. T h e  key lies in  the  fo llow in g :

F irs t, focu sing  o n  goals and  tasks. W e have learned  fro m  p re v i
ous  e d u ca tio n  p ro g ra m s  w ith in  the  P a rty  th a t w ell-se t g o a ls  are 
centra l to  the  success o f  such  p rogram s. W h en  we o rg a n ize  these 
activities we natura lly  expect them  to  produce  results, and  the  greater
the  b ette r. W e  sh o u ld  also  be  re a lis tic  w h en  m a k in g  p lan s. T h is

* Part o f the speech at the conference o f the Program of Mass Line Education and 
Practice held by the CPC Central Committee.
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education  p ro g ra m  w ill last a year, and  be  con du cted  in  q u a rte rly  
units, so w e  cannot expect to  reso lve  all p rob lem s  inside  the Party  at 
one stroke.

M any problem s w ill rem ain  to  be addressed through  regular w ork. 
H ere  we m ust consider one  question: Ten  w ounds partia lly  treated o r 
one com pletely  cured  -  w hich  is better? Based on  this consideration ,
the P a r t y  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  p r o m o t i n g  P a r t y  c o n d u c t

should  be the first p rio rity , and ou r efforts  should  be concentrated  on
solving  problem s relating  to  the F o u r M alfeasances o f  g o in g  th rough
the m otions, excessive bureaucracy, self-indulgence, and extravagance. 

W h y  sh ou ld  we con cen tra te  o n  these fo u r  prob lem s?  Because
they ru n  con tra ry  to  o u r P arty’s ve ry  nature  and  purpose，and because
they are the  problem s  that the  pub lic  hates the  m ost. T h ey  are o f  the 
m ost pressing  concern  to  the  people , and  they are at the  ro o t o f  the 
greatest dam age to  the  re la tions  betw een  the  P arty  and  the  people  
and betw een  offic ia ls  and  the  people. A ll the  oth e r problem s  w ith in  
the Party  are related  to  the F o u r M alfeasances, o r have spun  o ff  from  
them . O n ce  the  F o u r M alfeasances are resolved, there  w ill be a sound
er base fo r  treating  oth er problem s.

F o llo w in g  the  PartyJs 18th  N atio na l Congress, the  P olitica l Bureau  
o f  the  C entra l C om m ittee  m ade im p ro v in g  P arty  conduct its p rio r
ity  as a result o f  the same considerations. W e should  consolidate  ou r 
previous  achievem ents in  im p ro v in g  Party conduct, and  expand  them
through  studying  and  practic ing  the  Party’s mass line.

T o  solve  the  F o u r M alfeasances, we m ust set an accurate focus, 
locate the ^acupoints；5 and firm ly  grasp the vitals, and we must not allow
ourselves to  be distracted. In  figh ting  against go in g  through  the m otions,
we should  focus o n  p ro m o tin g  dow n-to-earth  w ork , and  educate and 
gu ide  P arty  m em bers and  o ffic ia ls  on  im p ro v in g  th e ir approach  to  
theoretical study, m eetings and o ffic ia l docum ents, and  w ork ing  prac
tices. T h ey  m ust be prepared  to  stand firm  on  cardinal issues o f  righ t 
and w ro n g  and h o ld  to  the ir princip les  w ith ou t flinch in g . T h ey  m ust
devote themselves w holeheartedly to  the ir duties，and spare themselves

no  e ffo rt in  understanding  the true  conditions  faced by  the people, in
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p ro m o tin g  concrete  measures, and  in  achieving  so lid  results through  a 
dow n-to-earth  approach.

In  figh tin g  excessive bureaucracy, we should  focus on  so lv in g  the 
p ro b lem s  o f  iso la tio n  fro m  the  peop le  and  fa ilu re  to  p ro te ct their 
interests. A ga in  we should  educate Party  m em bers and  offic ia ls , and 
guide  them  in  w o rk in g  at the grassroots to  understand  the  true  con
d itio n s  faced  by  the  peop le , in  rem a in ing  com m itted  to  dem ocratic  
centralism , in  learn ing  fro m  the  people , in  answ ering  to  the people, in  
se rving  the  people, and  in  accepting  oversigh t by  the people. W e must 
be resolute  in  correcting  prob lem s  such as p e rfu n cto ry  perform ance  
o f  duties, evading  and  sh irk in g  responsib ilities, and  in frin g in g  upon  
the  peopled  interests.

In  figh tin g  self-indulgence we should  focus on  ove rcom in g  indu l
gence in  pleasure and  privileges. O n ce  m ore  we should  educate Party
m em bers and  offic ia ls，and guide  them  in  keeping  to  the  “ tw o  musts,” 2
in  b e in g  w h o leh earted ly  devoted  to  p u b lic  service  and  p e rfo rm in g  
the ir duties w ith  diligence, in  u p h o ld in g  p o litica l in tegrity , and  in  pre
serving  a sp irit o f  h igh  princip les  and  hard  w ork .

In  fig h tin g  extravagance, we shou ld  focus o n  p u ttin g  an end  to 
unhealthy  practices such as pleasure-seeking, lu xu ry  and  dissipation. 
A ga in  we should  educate Party  m em bers and  offic ia ls , and  guide  them  
in  practic ing  th rift and standing  against waste, in  lead ing  a sim ple  life , 
in  being  strict w ith  th e ir spending, and  in  d o in g  eve ryth in g  in  a n o
frills  m anner.

T o  p u t an end  to  the  Four Malfeasances, we m ust start fro m  reality, 
id e n tify  the m ain  pressing  problem s, and  concentrate  o n  those  p ro b 
lem s w hich  are m ost severe o r  m ost pressing. W e m ust be precise  in  
id e n tify in g  o u r targets, and achieve effective  results.

Second, im p lem en tin g  general requirem ents w ith  diligence. D ur-  
in g  the  R e ctifica tion  M ovem ent in  Y a n ^ n 3, M ao  Z e d o n g  p roposed  
an intensive  cam paign  to  figh t against subjectivism , sectarianism , and 

eight-legged  Party essays.’’4 H e  said that it  was n o t easy to  cleanse the 
Party o f  these defects, and  that patients m ust be given  a heavy  dose 
o f  stim ulus to  wake them  up  and  m ake them  sweat before  being  sent
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for treatm ent. L earn ing  fro m  the  experience  o f  the Yan5an R ectifica
tion  M ovem ent, the  curren t requirem ents fo r  studying  and practicing  
the Party’s mass line  have been  clearly  defined: “ E xam in e  oneself in  
the m irro r，straighten  one’s clothes and hat, take a bath, and treat one’s 
disease.”  I t  can also be sum m arized  in  fo u r phrases: se lf-purification， 
self-im provem ent, se lf-innovation  and  self-cu ltivation . H ow ever, it  is 
easier to  say than  to  do.

T o  “ exam ine  oneself in  the  m irro r，”  Party  m em bers should  use the 
Party C on stitu tion  as a m irro r  in  w hich  to  measure them selves. H o w  
do they p e rfo rm  in  term s o f  the Party5s discip line , the peopled  expec
tations, and  the ir ro le  m odels, and  how  can they im p rove  them selves 
in  p erfo rm ance  and  conduct?  T h e y  shou ld  id e n tify  th e ir sh ortcom 
ings in  u p h o ld in g  the  P artyJs p rin cip les , p ro m o tin g  healthy w o rk in g  
practices, and  m ain ta in in g  in te g rity  and  self-d iscip line . T h ey  shou ld  
recognize  how  far they have fa llen  sh ort o f  these standards, and they 
should  be clear in  term s o f  h ow  they w ill im p ro ve  them selves.

A  m irro r  can be used fo r  self-reflection , and  it  can also be directed  
towards others. O n  this  occasion  it is to  be used fo r  Party m em bers 
them selves. In  real life , som e  people  always feel go o d  about them 
selves, and  seldom  lo o k  in  the  m irro r. Som e are o n ly  too  w ell aware 
o f  th e ir sh ortcom in gs, so they  are a fra id  o f  lo o k in g  in  the  m irro r. 
Some like  to  adm ire  them selves in  the best possible  ligh t, and so they 
put on  m ake-up  before  lo o k in g  in  the m irro r. Som e take the  view  that 
they are perfect; it  is others w h o  are disfigured  — they o n ly  h o ld  up  the 
m irro r in  fro n t o f  others. N o n e  o f  these is com patib le  w ith  C om m u
nist princip les. Party m em bers and  offic ia ls  should  dare to  lo o k  in  the 
m irro r, and  do  so frequently; in  particu lar they  should  use the m irro r 
fo r p ro fo u n d  self-exam ination, to  reflect upon  even  the  tin iest flaws. 
In  th is  w ay they  w ill be able  to  see th e ir sh ortcom in gs  and  re c tify  
them .

T o  <cstraighten  one^  clothes and  hat,J m eans that one  shou ld , af
ter exam in ing  onese lf in  the  m irro r, and  based o n  the  princip les  o f  
serving  the  people , b eing  dow n-to-earth  in  oneJs w o rk , and u p h o ld 
in g  in tegrity , dare to  face oneJs weaknesses and  shortcom ings, stricdy
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observe  the  P arty^  d isc ip lin e , especia lly  its p o litica l d isc ip lin e , start 
w ith  them selves in  facing  up  to  prob lem s, and take im m ediate  steps 
to  rectify  the ir conduct. T h ey  should  take the in itia tive  to  renew  their 
fa ith  in  the  Party character, review  the ir ob ligations  as Party  mem bers, 
and  stiffen  the ir resolve  to  observe  Party d iscip line  and  state laws, so 
as to  present a positive  im age  as go od  Com m unists. I t  is n o t enough 
to  “ straighten  one’s clothes and  hat”  o n ly  once，they need to  “ exam ine 
them selves three  tim es a day.’’5

I t  takes courage  to  face problem s  and try  to  solve  them , and  this 
means taking  the in itia tive . “ D isasters often  result fro m  neglecting  the 
sm allest th ings; the  wise and  brave  are often  trapped  by  th e ir m inor 
indu lgences.’’6 D e ve lo p in g  a h ab it o f  regu la rly  “ stra igh ten in g  one’s 
clothes and  hat”  w ill help  p reven t sm all w rongdo ings  fro m  grow ing  
in to  b ig  ones, and  can also effective ly  pro tect against "'fa llin g  feathers 
subm erging  a boat and an excess load  breaking  a cart axle.,,?

T o  “ take a bath ,”  P arty  m em bers should  fo llo w  the  sp irit o f  the 
R e ctific a tio n  M o vem ent and  engage  in  c ritic ism  and  se lf-critic ism  
am ong  them selves. T h ey  should  conduct in-depth  analysis o f  the  rea
sons fo r  the ir problem s, dust o f f  the ir m inds and  the ir actions, and  on  
the  basis o f  w hat they fin d  beneath, address b o th  prob lem s  in  their 
w ay o f  th in k in g  and  in  th e ir conduct, so as to  m aintain  the p o litica l 
in te g rity  o f  C om m unists.

W e are exposed  to  dust every  day, w hich  w h y  we need to  take 
show ers regularly. Use som e  soap, give  yo u rse lf a scrub  w ith  a lo o  
fah, and  then  rinse  yo u rse lf o f f  — you  w ill feel clean  and  refreshed. 
Sim ilarly, o u r m inds and actions can get dusty too , tainted  b y  politica l 
m icrobes，so we also need to  “ take a bath”  to  rid  ourselves o f  dust and 
grim e, refresh  ou r b ody  and m in d , unclog  ou r pores, and get ou r m e
tabolism  w orking , so that we ca rry  out ou r duties earnesdy and  uphold  
personal integrity. Som e prefer to  cover up  the dust in  the ir m inds and 
actions, and  are loath  to  <ctake a bath/5 In  such cases, o u r colleagues 
and ou r Party organizations should  provid e  them  w ith  some help.

T o  “ treat on e ’s disease”  m eans the  P arty  believes that it  shou ld  
learn  fro m  past m istakes to  avo id  future  ones, and cure  the  disease to
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save the patient. O u r  Party  draws distinctions  between  d iffe rent cases, 
and prepares d iffe ren t rem edies fo r d iffe ren t diseases. Party m em bers 
and officia ls  w h o  have problem s  in  conduct are educated and  w arned, 
those w ith  serious problem s  are investigated  and  punished, and spe
cial program s  are organ ized  to  crack dow n  on  serious m isconduct and 
m ajor problem s.

W hen  a person  is ill, he m ust v is it the  d o cto r fo r  treatm ent, per
haps even  have an operation  i f  the  case is serious. I f  it  is an ailm ent in  
m ind  o r  conduct, it  should  also be treated  as soon  as possible. A  m i
nor illness can develop  in to  a serious com p lica tion  i f  we conceal the 
ailm ent and  avoid  the do cto r, and a disease can spread from  the skin  
to in te rn a l organs, and  eventually  becom e  incurab le . T h is  is exactly  
w hat we m ean  b y  ^curing  an illness is easy at the  start, but saving  a 
term inal patient is hard .” 8

P arty  o rgan iza tion s  at a ll levels shou ld  take strong  m easures to  
help  P arty  m em bers  and  o ffic ia ls  w h o  have  p ro b lem s  in  id e n tify 
ing  th e ir diseases, and  p ro v id e  rem edies accord ing  to  the sym ptom s. 
Those  w h o  need to  take T rad ition a l Chinese  M edicine  (TCM ) should  
take T C M , those  w h o  need  to  take W estern  m ed ic ine  shou ld  take 
W estern  m edicine, and  those  w ho  need com bined  treatm ent o f  T C M  
and W estern  m edicine  shou ld  be g iven  such  treatm ent. T h ose  w ho  
need operations should  have operations p erfo rm ed  on  them . W e m ust 
effectively  ensure that the  Party is ru n  w ith  strict discipline.

T h ird , engaging  in  critic ism  and  self-criticism  fo llo w in g  the sp irit 
o f  the  R ectification  M ovem ent. C ritic ism  and  self-criticism  is a good  
Party  tra d itio n , and  an effective  w eapon  fo r  enhancing  the  capacity 
o f  Party  organ izations  in  the ir e ffo rt to  m aintain  u n ity  and  so lidarity  
inside  the  Party. W h y  do  we need to  fo llo w  the sp irit o f  the R ectifica
tio n  M ovem ent and  engage in  c ritic ism  and  self-critic ism ?  Because 
various  problem s  a fflic tin g  the  people  inside  the  Party, especially the 
F o u r M alfeasances, are ch ro n ic  and  persistent con d ition s  that need 
to  be addressed w ith  courage. W e m ust dare to  lose face in  exposing  
shortcom ings  and  m istakes, dare to  take up  o u r ham m ers and  crack 
the tough  nuts, dare to  engage in  batdes, and  dare to  d ig  dow n  to  the
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roo ts  and  touch  the  soul. C u rre n tly  the  keen blade  o f  critic ism  and 
se lf-critic ism  has becom e  d u ll and  rusty  in  m any  places, and  cannot 
reach  dow n  to  the  deeper levels  o f  p rob lem s  and  deal w ith  them . 
L ike  h ittin g  a person  w ith  a feather duster, it  causes n o  pain . In  some 
places se lf-critic ism  has m o rp h ed  in to  self-praise, and  critic ism  into  
flattery. In  o u r new  program  we m ust w o rk  hard  on  critic ism  and  self- 
critic ism .

W e sh ou ld  ensure  that P arty  b ran ch  m eetings  e ffe c tive ly  carry  
o u t such critic ism  and  self-critic ism . Party  organ izations  at all levels 
should  educate Party  m em bers and  offic ia ls  in  the fo rm u la  o f  “ unity- 
criticism -un ity，’’ and  relieve  them  o f  the w orries  o f  lo s in g  face when 
c ritic iz in g  one’s self，o f  suffering  fro m  retaliation  fo r  c ritic iz in g  one’s 
superiors, o f  dam aging  friendships  w ith  colleagues by  c ritic iz in g  per
sons o f  equivalent rank, and  o f  los in g  support b y  c ritic iz in g  subordi
nates.

P arty  m em bers and  o ffic ia ls  sh ou ld  n o t o n ly  co n d u ct in-depth  
analysis and  exam ination  o f  them selves, but also share genuine  criti
cism  o f  each other to  touch  the  m in d  and  soul. T h e ir reddened  faces 
and  sweat that so result w ill b rin g  a host o f  problem s  in to  the  open, 
and  show  the d irection  tow ards rectification . B o th  critic ism  and  self- 
c ritic ism  shou ld  be conducted  w ith  respect fo r  facts, w ith  g o o d  in 
tentions  tow ards others, and  fo r  the  p u b lic  g o o d . T h ere  w ill be no  
b u ry in g  o f  heads in  the  sand. N o  one  w ill act either superfic ia lly  or 
excessive ly  d u rin g  c ritic ism  sessions, and  person a l grudges  w ill be 
avoided . G o o d  advice  is ja rrin g  to  the  ear, just as g o o d  m edicine  is 
b itte r to  the  tongue. In  response  to  critic ism , you  should  correct m is
takes i f  you  have m ade any, and  guard  against them  i f  you  have not. 
W e should  never use “ c ritic ism ”  as a w eapon  against critic ism ，o r  fight 
each oth e r w ith o u t princip le .

T h e  eyes o f  the  people  are sharp. T h ey  see ve ry  c learly  and  are 
o n ly  to o  aware o f  p ro b lem s  w ith  P arty  m em bers  and  o ffic ia ls . In  
con du ctin g  o u r p rogram  we m ust be open  to  the p u b lic , and  so lic it 
op in ion s  and  suggestions from  the  people. W e m ust organ ize  orderly  
p ub lic  p artic ip a tion  at each stage o f  the  process, and  a llow  the  people
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to supervise  o u r actions and  a ir the ir view s. W e should  avoid  ''ta lk in g  
to ourselves o r singing  to  ourselves，”  o r  w o rk in g  beh ind  closed  doors  
where the air circulates o n ly  in ternally. W e should  avoid  iso la ting  ou r
selves fro m  the  people.

F o u rth , leading  offic ia ls  taking  the  lead. W e often  hear voices c ry
ing  ou t that long-stand ing  prob lem s  cannot be  so lved  because they  
are roo ted  in  the  upper levels, although  the  sym ptom s appear at the 
low er levels. T h e  upper leve l is sick, b u t the  low er level receives the  
m edicine. In d eed , m any  p rob lem s  o f  iso la tio n  fro m  the  people  are 
apparent in  lead ing  bodies, lead ing  groups  and  lead ing  officia ls. T h is  
program  shou ld  concentrate  o n  lead ing  bod ies, lead in g  group s  and  
leading  offic ia ls  above  the  county  level.

A s  the saying goes, one  m ust discip line  onese lf before  d isc ip lin ing  
others, and one  m ust be a go od  blacksm ith  to  forge  go od  tools. T he  
Central C om m ittee  has decided  to  start the  p rogram  fro m  the P o liti
cal Bureau, a im ing  at setting  a go od  exam ple. Lead ing  bodies, leading  
groups and  lead ing  offic ia ls  above  the county  level m ust also set good  
examples.

L ead ing  o ffic ia ls  at a ll levels are the  o rgan ize rs , p ro m o te rs  and  
su p e rv iso rs  o f  the  p ro g ra m , b u t th e y  are  also  p a rtic ip a n ts . T h e y  
shou ld  take p art in  activities  as o rd in a ry  P arty  m em bers and  strive  
fo r greater achievem ents in  studying  and  p ractic in g  the  P arty’s mass 
line , and  also in  bette rin g  th e ir a b ility  to  analyze  and  solve  pressing  
problem s.

W hether an o ffic ia l can conduct a precise, in-depth  and strict self- 
assessment is an im p o rtan t gauge fo r  judg ing  his ro le  as a leader in  
this program . T hose  w h o  ate selfless are fearless.

O f f i c i a l s  s h o u l d  p u t  a s i d e  t h e i r  a i r s  a n d  l i s t e n  c a r e f u l l y  t o  t h e  o p i n -

ions o f  the ir subordinates, o f  the  grassroots organ izations, o f  Party  
m em bers, and  o f  the  o rd in a ry  people . T h e y  shou ld  engage in  self- 
exam ination  b y  setting  them selves as standards and  carefu lly  lo o k in g  
fo r  any  p ressin g  p ro b lem s  in  im p ro v in g  th e ir ow n  con du ct. T h e y  
should  lo o k  in to  the  con duct o f  th e ir lead ing  grou p s, th e ir depart- 
nients and  th e ir regions, conduct in-depth  analysis o f  the  ro o t causes



418 T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  o f  C h in a

o f  any problem s, and  decide  o n  the  d irection  fo r  rectifica tion  and any 
concrete  measures to  be taken.

In  exam in in g  p rob lem s  o ffic ia ls  m ust avo id  at a ll costs dealing  
w ith  prob lem s  w h ile  a vo id in g  those  w h o  are b eh ind  the  problem s, 
dea ling  w ith  the  p rob lem s  o f  others  w h ile  a vo id in g  th e ir ow n , and 
dealing  w ith  m in o r problem s  w hile  avo id ing  serious ones. Backed by 
con fidence  and  reso lve , we w ill b o ld ly  engage in  c ritic ism  and  self- 
c ritic ism , achieve  p ositive  results in  so lv in g  pressing  p rob lem s, and 
succeed in  m aking  upper levels set the  exam ple  fo r  low er levels.

F ifth ，establishing  a long-term  m echanism . M ainta in ing  the  Party’s 
close ties w ith  the people  is a constant top ic  fo r  study, and  problem s 
re la ting  to  conduct recu r and  persist. I t  is im possib le  to  accom plish  
the  w hole  task at one  stroke, and  we cannot prom ote  Party  conduct 
in  tem porary  phases, like  a passing  gust o f  w ind . O u r  effo rts  in  this 
regard  m ust be constant, and we m ust have long-term  plans. A s  our 
firs t m easure we should  address pressing  problem s  o f  keen concern  
to  the  people , and  at the same tim e  we should  plan  fo r  the  future  and 
establish  a long-term  m echanism  fo r  encouraging  Party  m em bers and 
offic ia ls  to  serve the people , be dow n-to-earth  in  the ir w o rk , and up
h o ld  in te g rity  in  office .

A fte r  m any  years o f  exp erim en ta tion  and  practice , we have  de- 
ve loped  a system atic fram ew ork  o f  regulations fo r  im p lem enting  the 
Party?s mass line  and m ainta in ing  close ties >yith the people. M ost o f  
the regulations are effective  and are recogn ized  as such by  the  people, 
and  we should  continue  to  fo llo w  them . A t  the  same tim e, the Party 
C entral C om m ittee  has new  requirem ents fo r  the future , and  depart
m ents and regions w ill also participate  in  creating  new  and  fresh  expe
riences.

W e should  integrate  the  requirem ents o f  the C entra l C om m ittee, 
actual needs, and  fresh  experiences to  develop  new  system s that are 
appropriate  to  the  cu rren t situation , to  upgrade  the  existin g  systems 
and  to  abolish  those  that are n o t requ ired . A n y  new ly-developed  o r 
im p ro ve d  system  m ust be easy to  im p lem en t, be coheren t w ith  the 
established  laws, and fun ction  w ith in  the existing  legal fram ew ork. A t
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tention  m ust be given  to  fo rm u la tin g  su p p ortin g  m easures to  m atch  
the new  system s and  m ake sure that they  are precisely  targeted  and 
able to  guide  ou r w o rk  effectively.

O n ce  a system  is in  place we m ust all abide  by  it , and ensure that 
everyone  is equal before  it and  that n o  exceptions arise in  its applica
tion. W e m ust be firm  in  p ro tecting  its authority, and  resolute  in  re
sponding  to  those w h o  refuse to  be b ound  b y  it o r  fe ign  com pliance  
w hile  und erm in in g  it. W e should  let ou r systems act as rigorous  con- 
straints fo r  ensuring  that Party  m em bers and  offic ia ls  m aintain  close 
ties w ith  and  serve the  people , and  that Party  m em bers and offic ia ls  
have the ind iv id u a l w ill to  im p lem ent the P artyJs mass line.

N otes

1 The E ight Rules were proposed by the Political Bureau o f the 18th Central 
Committee o f the CPC to cut bureaucracy and maintain close ties with the people. 
They are summ arized as follow s: im proving inspection and fact-finding trips, 
streamlining conferences and other activities, reducing documents and briefings, 
standardizing arrangements for visits abroad, enhancing security procedures, im 
proving news reports, imposing restriction on publishing o f writings without autho
rization, and practicing diligence and frugality.

2 The “ two musts” refer to “our comrades must remain modest and prudent， 
neither conceited nor rash, in our working practices; and our comrades must remain 
hardworking despite difficulties in our working practices.” They were proposed by 
Mao Zedong in the Report to the Second Plenary Session o f the Seventh Central 
Committee o f the CPC. A t the time, the CPC was about to win state power nation
wide. Mao cautioned the whole Party on standing the test o f exercising governance 
and against arrogance and complacency, love o f pleasure and estrangement from  
the people that would end the rule o f the CPC.

3 Yan^n Rectification Movement refers to a Marxist education campaign inside 
the CPC from 1942 to 1945. Its main aims were: to fight against objectivism in order 
to improve theoretical study; to fight against sectarianism in order to improve Party 
conduct; and to fight against “eight-legged Party essays” in order to improve writing.

4 The ^eight-legged essay^ was a special w riting skill tested in the imperial ex
aminations during China^ M ing and Q ing dynasties. This type o f essay was empty 
in content, focused exclusively on form  and mainly involved word play. Each section 
o f the essay had to follow a rigid pattern, and even the number o f words used was
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predefined. Examinees just wrote essays by following the rules and according to the
literal meaning o f the topic. The phrase “eight-legged Party essay” refers to empty 
writing fiill o f revolutionary stock phrases and jargon composed by Party members
for speeches or other publicity work.

5 The Analects of Confucius (Lun Yu).

6 Ouyang X iu: N ew H istory of the Five Dynasties (Kin Wu D ai Shi). Ouyang Xiu 
(1007-1072) was a statesman and writer o f the Northern Song Dynasty.

7 Sima Qian: Records of the Historian {Shi Ji).

8 Fan Ye: The Book of the Eastern Han Dynasty {Hou Han Shu). Fan Ye (398-445) 
was a historian during the N orthern and Southern Dynasties.

Establish and Promote the Conduct of 
‘‘Three Stticts and Three Earnests’，*

M a r c h  9 ,  2 0 1 4

P ro m oting  go od  Party  conduct is always h igh  on  o u r agenda. W e 
w ill fa ll short o f  o u r aim s i f  this p rogram  tails o f f  and  we becom e  lax 
in  the later stages. Lead ing  o ffic ia ls  at all levels should  enforce  stan
dards o f  go o d  con du ct o n  them selves and  others. Be  strict in  self
developm ent, the  exercise o f  pow er and  self-discip line; be earnest in  
m aking  plans, op en in g  up  new  undertakings and  u p h o ld in g  personal 
integrity.

B eing  strict in  self-developm ent means that leading  offic ia ls  should  
strengthen  th e ir sense o f  P arty  awareness, stand  firm  in  support o f  
the ideals and  princip les  o f  the  Party, cultivate  in tegrity , pursue  lo fty  
goals, m ake a p o in t o f  d istancing  them selves fro m  vu lg a r interests, 
and resist unhealthy practices and  e vil influences.

B eing  strict in  the  exercise o f  pow er m eans that lead ing  offic ia ls  
should  exercise pow er in  the  interests o f  the people , exercise pow er in  
accordance w ith  ru les and  regulations, keep pow er w ith in  the confines 
o f  system ic checks, and  neither seek privileges  at any tim e  n o r abuse 
pow er fo r personal gain.

B e in g  strict in  se lf-d iscip line  m eans that lead ing  offic ia ls  should  
respect discip line  and  always be ready to  app ly  the  ro d  to  them selves,
guard  against all tem ptations w hen  alone，be p rud en t，engage in  d ili
gent se lf-exam ination， abide  b y  P arty  d isc ip lin e  and  state law s， and

uph o ld  in teg rity  in  governance.

* Main points of the speech at the deliberation session of the Anhui delegation to the 
Second Session of the 12th National People’s Congress.
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B eing  earnest in  m aking  plans means that lead ing  offic ia ls  should 
take facts as the basis fo r w ork  p lann ing , ensure that all ideas, policies 
and plans are in  line  w ith  actual cond itions, objective  laws and scien
tific  p rin c ip le , and  avo id  b eing  o ve rly  am bitious  and  d ivo rced  from  
reality.

B e ing  earnest in  open ing  up  new  undertakings means that leading 
offic ia ls  should  be dow n-to-earth  in  the ir approach  to  the ir duties, be 
pragm atic  and  solid  in  the ir w o rk , be b o ld  in  taking  on  responsibilities 
and facing  problem s, and be adept at so lv in g  problem s. T h e y  should  
strive  to  create concrete  results that w ill stand up  to  b ein g  tested by 
practice, b y  the  people  and  b y  tim e.

B e ing  earnest in  u p h o ld in g  personal in te g rity  means that leading  
o ffic ia ls  should  rem ain  loya l to  the  Party, to  the  organ iza tion , to  the 
people , and  to  the ir colleagues. T h ey  should  be honest and  tru th fu l, 
do  sound  w o rk , be aboveboard, and  be just and  uprigh t.

W e m ust w o rk  to  reso lve  p rob lem s  w ith  fo rce  and  tenacity  as a 
ham m er drives a nail. W e m ust m ake sure that we start w ell and end 
w ell, and  w o rk  w holehearted ly  to  produce  the best possible  results so 
as to  achieve the greatest possible  success in  im p ro v in g  Party  conduct.

9

C o m b a t  C o r r u p t io n



Power Must Be <<Caged>, by the System*

J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 1 3

A ll P arty  m em bers m ust act in  com pliance  w ith  the  plans m ade 
at the  18th  C P C  N atio n a l Congress, com bat and  prevent co rru p tio n  
in  a m ore  scientific  and  effective  way, and  resolutely  press ahead w ith  
the e ffo rt to  im p ro ve  P arty  con duct, u p h o ld  in te g rity  and  ro o t ou t 
c o rru p tio n . In  the  fig h t against c o rru p tio n  w e  m ust adhere  to  the  
guidance  o f  D e n g  X ia o p in g  T h e o ry , the  im p o rta n t tho u gh t o f  the  
T hree  Represents and  the  S cien tific  O u tlo o k  o n  D eve lop m en t, and  
fo llo w  the  p rin c ip le  o f  addressing  b o th  sym ptom s and  ro o t causes, 
ta k in g  an in te g ra ted  a p p ro a ch , m ete  o u t p u n ish m e n t and  ensure  
preven tion , w ith  the  em phasis on  the latter.

W e m ust strengthen  o u r P arty  i f  we are to  fu lf ill the  goals and  
tasks set o u t at its  18th  N a tio n a l C ongress, in c lu d in g  the  T w o  C ente
n ary  G oa ls , and  rea lize  the  C hinese  D ream  o f  the  great renew al o f  
the  C hinese  n a tio n . Im p ro v in g  P arty  co n d u ct, u p h o ld in g  in te g rity  
and  c o m b a tin g  c o rru p tio n  are  im p o rta n t tasks in  the  course  o f  
b u ild in g  the  P arty. O n ly  i f  we rem ain  clean  and  u p rig h t in  g o ve r
nance and  exercise  pow er in  a fa ir w ay can we w in  p ub lic  trust and  
support.

O v e r  the  past 30  years since  the  re fo rm  and  op en in g-up  p o lic y  
was in tro d u c e d , the  P a rty ^  second  and  th ird  ce n tra l lead ersh ip , 
w ith  D e n g  X ia o p in g  and  J ia n g  Z e m in  as th e ir respective  cores, and  
the  P arty  C e n tra l C o m m itte e  w ith  H u  J in ta o  as genera l secretary, 
con s isten tly  attached  grea t im p o rtan ce  to  the  tasks o f  im p ro v in g  
P a rty  c o n d u c t, u p h o ld in g  in te g rity , and  c o m b a tin g  c o rru p t io n .

* Main points of the speech at the Second Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Central 
Commission for Discipline Inspection.
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They m aintained  a clear stand against c o rru p tio n , adopted  effective  
measures against it , and m ade rem arkable  achievem ents w h ich  have 
played an im p ortan t ro le  in  p re se rv in g  and  d e ve lo p in g  the  P artyJs 
advanced nature and purity, and  p ro vid ed  a strong  guarantee fo r the 
Party^ leadership in  the re fo rm  and  opening-up  e ffo rt, and  the  social
ist m odernization  drive.

O u r  P arty  is b y  and  la rge  sound . Y e t, we m ust be  fu lly  aware 
that some areas are still prone  to  m isconduct and  c o rru p tio n , m ajor 
cases o f  v io la tio n  o f  P arty  d isc ip lin e  and  state laws have  had  seri
ous adverse effects on  society, the  fig h t against c o rru p tio n  rem ains 
a serious challenge, and  the  p eop le  are d issatisfied  w ith  o u r w ork  
in  m any areas. Faced w ith  the  lo n g-te rm , com p licated  and  arduous 
tasks o f  im p ro v in g  Party  con duct, u p h o ld in g  in te g rity  and  com bat
ing  co rru p tio n , we m ust persevere  in  o u r an ti-co rru p tio n  e ffo rt and 
always rem ain  v ig ila n t against c o m ip tio n  and  degeneracy. "The key 
is to  repeatedly stress the  fig h t against c o rru p tio n  and  m ake a lon g
term  com m itm ent. W e m ust so lid ify  o u r resolve, ensure that all cases 
o f  co rru p tion  are investigated  and  prosecuted , and  that all instances 
o f  gra ft are rectified , continue  to  rem ove  the  breed ing  groun ds  fo r 
c o rru p tio n , and fu rth e r w in  p u b lic  trust b y  m aking  real progress  in  
the figh t against co rru p tio n .

O u r  Party is a M arxist party, the  organ ization  o f  w hich  relies on  
re vo lu tio n a ry  ideals and  stric t d isc ip lin e . Thi§ has always been  o u r 
Party5s fine  tra d itio n  and  unique  advantage. T h e  m ore  com p licated  
the situation  and the heavier the tasks facing  the  Party, the  m ore  we 
need to  reinforce  discip line  and  the m ore  we need to  safeguard un ity  
w ith in  the Party. In  th is  w ay we can ensure  that the  w h o le  P arty  is 
u n ified  in  term s o f  d e te rm in a tio n  and  syn ch ron ized  in  action  and  
progress. T o  run  the Party  w ith  strict d iscip line , we have to  firs t and 
fo rem ost im p lem en t stric t p o litic a l d isc ip lin e , w h ich  in  tu rn  starts 
from  observing  and safeguarding  the  Party  C on stitu tion . T h e  essence 
o f  ob serving  the Party’s p o litica l d iscip line  is to  adhere to  the  Party’s 
leadership , basic theory, basic lin e , basic p ro g ra m , basic experience  
and basic requirem ents, keep in  line  w ith  the Party  C entra l C o m m it
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tee, and  con sc ien tiously  safeguard  its  au thority. A ll P arty  m em bers 
m ust keep in  line  w ith  the  Party  C entral C om m ittee  ideo log ica lly  and 
po litica lly  as w ell as in  the ir actions concern ing  the P arty^  basic theo
ries, guidelines, p rincip les  and  polic ies, and  oth e r m atters o f  overa ll 
im portance. Party organ izations  and  offic ia ls  at all levels m ust develop  
a h o lis tic  v ie w  and  a p p ro p ria te ly  hand le  the  re la tio n sh ip  betw een  
ensuring  sm ooth  im p lem en ta tion  o f  the  centra l leadersh ip ’s orders  
and policies  and  conducting  w o rk  w ith  an innovative  sp irit based on  
concrete  cond itions, m aking  sure that all plans concern ing  local w ork  
and  d e ve lo p m e n t are  based  o n  the  p re re q u is ite  o f  im p le m e n tin g  
the central leadersh ips  guidelines. W e m ust p reven t o r, i f  necessary, 
rectify  departm enta l and  loca l p ro tection ism  and  paroch ia lism , and  
never allow  loca l policies  to  trum p  central policies, never countenance  
the side lin ing  o f  central decrees o r  p ro h ib ition s , and  never engage in  
p e rfu n cto ry , selective  o r  com p rom ised  en fo rcem en t o f  the  centra l 
leaderships p o licy  decisions and  plans.

E ve ry  Party m em ber, especially lead ing  offic ia ls , m ust enhance his 
understand ing  o f  the  P arty  C o n s titu tio n , observe  the  C o n stitu tio n  
in  b o th  w ords  and  actions, and  m aintain  in  all circum stances a firm  
p o litica l belief, p o litica l stance and  p o litica l orien ta tion . Party organ i
zations at all levels m ust take the in itia tive  to  im p lem ent and  safeguard 
the Party’s p o litica l discip line，and  raise Party  m em bers’ awareness o f  
ob serving  it. Party d iscip line  inspection  com m issions at all levels m ust 
put p rio rity  on  ensuring  com pliance  w ith  the  P a r ty p o lit ic a l d isc i
p line , and  strengthen  supervis ion  and inspection  on  the im plem enta
tio n  o f  p o litica l discip line.

T h e  issue o f  w o rk in g  style is in  no  sense a sm all one. I f  m iscon
d uct is n o t co rre cte d  b u t a llow ed  to  ru n  ram p ant, it  w ill b u ild  an 
in v is ib le  w all betw een  o u r  P a rty  and  the  p eo p le . A s  a re su lt, o u r 
Party  w ill lose  its base, life b lo o d  and  strength. R egard ing  the task o f  
im p ro v in g  o u r w o rk in g  style, each e ffo rt counts, b u t ca rry in g  on  and 
fu rth e rin g  the  sp irit o f  hard  struggle  is o f  fundam ental im portance. 
T h e  task  o f  im p ro v in g  o u r  w o rk in g  style  is ardu ou s. T h e  E ig h t  
Rules p ro v id e  us w ith  a sta rtin g  p o in t and  a ca ll fo r  us to  im p ro ve
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o u r w o rk  practices. T h ey  are n o t the  highest standards n o r o u r u lti
m ate go a l, b u t the firs t step to  im p ro v in g  o u r w o rk in g  style as w ell as 
the  basic requirem ents fo r  C om m unists. A s  a saying  goes, uH e  w ho  
is go o d  at g o ve rn in g  th rough  restric tion  should  firs t restrict h im se lf 
then  others.’’1 O ffic ia ls  at a ll levels m ust con duct them selves in  an 
exe m p la ry  fa sh io n , take  the  lead  in  im p ro v in g  th e ir c o n d u c t, and 
keep th e ir prom ises. W e m ust practice  fru ga lity  in  all aspects o f  our 
w o rk , and  reso lu te ly  oppose  waste, extravagance  and  self-indulgence. 
W e shou ld  v ig o ro u s ly  ca rry  out the fine  trad itions  o f  th rift and  hard 
w o rk  o f  the  Chinese  n ation , and  advocate  the  ideas o f  taking  pride  in  
th rift and  shame in  waste so that a healthy  atm osphere  o f  practic ing  
th rift and  op p osin g  waste w ill becom e  predom inant.

A ll loca lities  and  departm ents m ust fu lly  im p lem ent the  relevant 
regu lations  o n  im p ro v in g  Party  con duct, and  im p lem ent these regu
lations  in  every  aspect and  in  every  lin k  o f  o u r w o rk . T h e  peopled  
satisfaction  is the  standard  fo r  m easuring  progress  in  changing  ou r 
way o f  w ork . W e m ust extensively so lic it pub lic  op in ion s  and  sugges
tions, steadily accept pub lic  assessment and  supervis ion  b y  the  w hole  
o f  society, and  make im provem ents  in  areas concern ing  w hich  people  
have  expressed  dissatisfaction . T h e  C entra l C om m iss io n  fo r  D is c i
p line  Inspection  o f  the Party, the  M in is try  o f  S upervision , and  Party 
d isc ip lin e  in sp e ctio n  com m ission s  and  su p e rv is io n  agencies at all 
levels m ust strengthen  inspection  and  supervision  to  ensure that Party 
d isc ip lin e  is im p lem ented , accou ntab ility  is m ainta ined , and  p erfo r-  
m ance  is  ensured . W e  sh ou ld  fig h t  c o rru p tio n  w ith  s tro n g  deter- 
ru in a tio n ，fo llo w  the  sp irit o f  “ leavin g  a m ark  in  the  iro n  too ls  we 
clu tch  and  foo tp rin ts  in  the  stones we tread，”  persevere  in  o u r anti- 
co rru p tio n  e ffo rt till we achieve fin a l success rather than  start o f f  fu ll 
o f  sound  and  fu ry  and then  taper o f f  in  a w him per. W e m ust let the 
w hole  P arty  and  the  people  oversee  pow er, and  dem onstrate  to  the 
people  continuous  and  real results o f  Party conduct and  the com bat 
o f  co rru p tio n .

T h e  resolute  determ ination  in  pun ish in g  and  w ip in g  ou t c o rru p 
tion  dem onstrates the  strength  o f  o u r Party, and  is a com m on  aspira
tion  o f  all Party m em bers and  the p ub lic  as w ell. T h e  Party has show n  
a firm  dete rm ina tion  and  an unequivoca l attitude  in  strictly  in vesti
gating  and  prosecuting  serious cases o f  v io la tio n  o f  Party  d iscip line  
in vo lv in g  P arty  m em bers and  o ffic ia ls , in c lu d in g  som e  h igh -ranking  
ones. T h is  is a clear signal to  the  w hole  Party  and  the  w hole  o f  society 
that anyone  w ho  violates  Party  discip line  and  state laws, w hoever he is 
and w hatever p osition  he holds, w ill be fu lly  investigated  and severely 
punished. T h is  is n o t em pty  talk. W e m ust n o t let up  one  io ta  in  term s 
o f  go vern in g  the  P arty  w ith  strict discipline.

W e should  continue  to  catch  <<tigers,> as w ell as ufliesJ,2 w hen  deal
ing  w ith  cases o f  lead ing  offic ia ls  in  v io la tio n  o f  Party  discip line  and 
state laws as w ell as m isconduct and  c o rru p tio n  problem s  that directly  

affect the  peop led  interests. A ll are equal befo re  the  law  and  P arty  
discip line; w hoever is in vo lve d  in  a c o rru p tio n  case m ust be tho rou gh 
ly  and im p artia lly  investigated.

W e sh ou ld  con tin u e  to  b u ild  a com p le te  system  o f  com b atin g  
c o rru p tio n  th ro u g h  b o th  p u n ish m e n t and  p re ve n tio n , strengthen  
educa tion  o n  c o m b a tin g  c o rru p tio n  and  u p h o ld in g  in te g rity , and  
p ro m o te  the  cu ltu re  o f  clean  g o ve rn m e n t. W e  m ust im p ro ve  the  
system  o f  checking  and  overseeing  the  exercise  o f  pow er, re in force  
state leg islation  against c o rru p tio n ，im p ro ve  in tra-party  ru les，regula- 

tions  and  in s titu tio n s  c o n ce rn in g  the  fig h t against c o rru p tio n  and  
u ph o ld ing  in tegrity , ca rry  forw ard  re fo rm s  in  areas prone  to  c o rru p 
tio n , and  ensure  tha t go ve rn m e n t agencies exercise  th e ir pow er in  
accordance  w ith  a u th o riza tio n  and  p roced u res. W e  m ust enhance  
checks and  su p e rv is io n  ove r the  exercise  o f  pow er, m ake sure that
pow er is “ caged”  b y  the system , and fo rm  a punishm ent m echanism

to  deter c o rru p tio n , a w a rn in g  m echan ism  to  p re ve n t c o rru p tio n  
and  a guarantee  m echanism  to  curb  c o rru p tio n . O ffic ia ls  at a ll levels 
m ust bear firm ly  in  m in d  the  fact that n o b o d y  is above  the  law  and
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that a ll o ffic ia ls  m ust exercise  state pow er to  serve  the  peop le , be 
responsible  to  the people  and be supervised  by  the people. W e must
strengthen  the  m o n ito rin g  o f  “ the  firs t m en  in  com m and，”  im plem ent
dem ocratic  centra lism , increase  transparency  in  ad m in istra tion , and 
ensure  that lead ing  offic ia ls  do  n o t act in  a high-handed  m anner or 
seek personal gain.

In  com b atin g  c o rru p tio n  and  u p h o ld in g  in te g rity  we m ust also 
oppose  ideas and  practices sm acking  o f  p riv ile ge . M em bers o f  the 
C P C  are at all tim es o rd in a ry  m em bers o f  the  w o rk in g  people . Party 
m em bers are o n ly  entitled  to  som e personal benefits and  job-related  
functions  and  pow ers prescribed  b y  laws and polic ies, and  m ust not 
seek any personal gain  o r  p riv ilege  ove r and  above  those. T h e  issue 
o f  p riv ile g e  is n o t o n ly  a m ajo r con cern  in  o u r e ffo rts  to  im p rove  
Party  conduct and  b u ild  a clean  govern m en t, b u t also a crucia l p ro b 
lem  that affects the  P arty^  and  the  stated capacity to  preserve  their 
v ita lity  and  v ig o r. W e  m ust a d o p t e ffective  m easures to  reso lu te ly  
oppose  and  curb  ideas and  instances o f  seeking  priv ilege .

W e m ust m o b ilize  the  w h o le  P arty  to  im p ro ve  P arty  co n d u ct, 
u p h o ld  in te g rity  and  com bat c o rru p tio n . W ith in  the  scope  o f  the ir 
functions  and  duties, Party  com m ittees at all levels should  bear total 
leadership  resp on sib ility  fo r  im p ro v in g  Party  conduct and  b u ild in g  a 
clean governm ent. W e m ust continue  to  im p lem ent and  im p ro ve  the 
leadership  system  and  w o rk in g  m echanism  fo r com bating  co rru p tio n , 
give  fu ll play  to  the  ro le  o f  Party  discip line  inspection  com m issions, 
su p e rv is io n  departm ents, and  ju d ic ia ry  and  a u d itin g  agencies, and 
w o rk  w ith  them  in  a concerted  e ffo rt to  better im p rove  Party  conduct, 
uph o ld  in te g rity  and  com bat c o rru p tio n . W e m ust ensure support fo r 
Party  disc ip line  inspection  com m issions  and  sup ervis ion  agencies in  
p e rfo rm in g  the ir duties, and  show  concern  and care fo r  people  w ork
in g  at these com m issions and  agencies. W e should  pay special atten
tio n  to  p ro te ctin g  those  w h o  are fu lly  aware o f  P arty  sp irit and  are 
courageous enough  to  stick  to  p rin cip le , and  create cond itions  favor
able fo r  them  to  do  the ir jobs. Party discip line  inspection  com m issions

P o w e r  M u s t  B e  uC a g e d ,) b y  th e  S y s te m 431

and supervis ion  agencies at all levels m ust also  step up  the ir e ffo rts  
to build  a con tingent o f  honest offic ia ls , and  im p ro ve  the ir capacity 
to carry  out the ir functions  and duties, so that they can ensure better 
inspection  and supervision .

N otes

1 Xun Yue: History as a M irror (Shen Jian). X un  Yue (148-209) was a philosopher 
and historian o f the Eastern Han Dynasty.

2 Referring to senior and junior officials guilty o f corruption. -  Tr.



Historical Wisdom Helps Us 
Combat Corruption and Uphold Integrity*

A p r il 19, 2 0 1 3

W e should  n ot o n ly  draw  on  h istorica l experiences, but also learn 
fro m  them . W e are con fro n ted  w ith  a com p lex  and  vo la tile  in terna
tiona l situation  and  an arduous task o f  p ro m o tin g  re fo rm , develop
m ent and  stability. T o  fu lfill the T w o  C entenary  G oals  and  realize  the 
C hinese  D ream  o f  the re juvenation  o f  the  Chinese  n ation  we must 
ensure that the Party supervises its ow n  conduct and  runs  its e lf w ith  
strict discip line . W e m ust draw  upon  the  fine  culture  o f  clean govern 
m ent in  Chinese  h istory, steadily im p ro ve  the P arty5s leadership  and 
go ve rn an ce  sk ills , and  becom e  b ette r able  to  com b at c o rru p tio n , 
prevent degeneracy and w ard  o f f  risks. W e m ust also ensure that the 
Party  is always the firm  leadership  core  gu id in g  the  cause o f  Chinese 
socialism .

T o  im p ro ve  Party  conduct, u p h o ld  in te g rity  and  com bat co rru p 
tio n , we need to  continue  the successful practices the Party has lon g  
accum ulated, learn  fro m  oth e r coun tries’ benefic ia l experiences and 
draw  up o n  the valuable  legacy o f  Chinese  history. C h in a^  h is to ry  o f  
com b atin g  c o rru p tio n  and  its  ancient a n ti-c o rru p tio n  cu ltu re  o ffe r 
e n ligh te n m e n t, as do  the  fa ilu res  and  successes o f  the  past. T h is  
h istorica l w isdom  can help  us do  a better job  in  com bating  co rru p tio n  
and  u p h o ld in g  in teg rity  today.

T h ro u g h  a th o ro u gh  review  o f  h is to ry  in  C h in a  and  elsew here, 
o u r Party  has realized  that im p ro v in g  Party  conduct, u p h o ld in g  in teg
rity  and  com bating  co rru p tio n  are v ita l fo r  the  su rviva l o f  the  Party 
and  the  state. T h e  key is to  rem ain  firm ly  re liant o n  the  people , m ain

* Main points of the speech at the fifth group study session of the Political Bureau of 
the 18th CPC Central Committee which X i presided over.
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tain close ties w ith  them , and  never becom e  isolated  fro m  them . T o  
achieve this, we m ust do  everyth ing  in  o u r pow er to  address co rru p 
tion  and  oth e r negative  phenom ena, see to  it  that the  P arty  always 
identifies its e lf w ith  the  peop le , and  shares th e ir concerns  and  u lti
m ately the ir destiny.

T h e  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  has called  up o n  us to  im p rove  ou r 
w orking  practices b y  op p osin g  the F o u r M alfeasances. T h is  serves as 
a focus fo r com bating  c o rru p tio n  and  u p h o ld in g  in tegrity , as w ell as a 
starting p o in t fo r  conso lidating  popular support fo r  the  PartyJs gover
nance. A ll P arty  m em bers m ust understand  the  p o litica l im portance  
o f  this issue, stay alert, stricdy  adhere to  the  c<tw o  m usts/J im prove  ou r 
w orking  practices, and  crack dow n  on  co rru p tio n  w ith  a strong  deter
m ination . W e  m ust fo llo w  the  sp irit o f  ^ leavin g  a m ark  in  the  iro n  
tools we clutch  and  foo tp rin ts  in  the stones we tread/5 and  continue  
to w in  p opular trust w ith  new  victo ries  in  the  fig h t against co rru p tio n .

W e m ust raise p ub lic  awareness o f  the  need to  com bat co rru p tio n  
and u p h o ld  in te g rity , p ro m o te  a cu ltu re  o f  clean  g o ve rn m e n t, and  
com bine  the ru le  o f  law  w ith  the  ru le  o f  virtu e . Starting  b y  enhanc
ing  p o litica l and  m o ra l in te g rity  w ill be  o f  fundam enta l im portance  
because p o litica l in teg rity  is essential fo r  M arxist parties to  stay pure, 
and m oral in teg rity  is a fundam ental tra it fo r  offic ia ls  to  rem ain  clean, 
honest and  u prigh t. W e  shou ld  encourage  and  guide  Party  m em bers 
and  o ffic ia ls  to  adhere  to  th e ir c o n v ic tio n s  and  idea ls , be  p o lit i
cally firm  as C om m unists, becom e  m o ra lly  stronger to  pursue  clean  
governm ent, and b u ild  up  the ir psycholog ical defenses against co rru p 
tion  and  degeneracy. W e should  im p ro ve  P arty  m em bers and offic ia ls  
p o litica lly  and theoretically, strengthen  education  in  and  fostering  o f  
the P arty  sp irit, and  b o lste r ethics. W e shou ld  guide  them  in  study
ing  and  app lying  M arxism -Lenin ism , M ao  Z ed on g  T h o u gh t, and  the 
system  o f  theories o f  socialism  w ith  Chinese  characteristics, in  devel
op ing  a so lid  w orld view  and  a healthy o u d o o k  on  pow er and career, 
and in  b eing  m ode l p ractition e rs  o f  the  socia list m axim s  o f  h o n o r 
and  d isgrace1. T h e o re tica l study  and  im p ro ve m e n t w ill ensure  that 
Party  m em bers and  offic ia ls  are fu lly  com m itted  to  th e ir w o rk , and
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h igh  m oral standards w ill help  them  to  stay clear-m inded  in  exercising 
state pow er. In  this way, we can also help  Party m em bers and  officials 
increase the ir awareness o f  the  P arty5s purpose  o f  se rving  the  people 
w holehearted ly, and  always preserve  the  nob le  character and  political 
in teg rity  o f  Com m unists.

In s titu tio n s  are o f  fundam enta l, ove ra ll and  lon g-lastin g  im por- 
tance，and are closely related  to  the stability o f  the country. T h e  solu- 
tio n  to  the  prob lem  o f  co rru p tio n  is to  im prove  the system  that checks 
and  oversees the  exercise  o f  p ow er, g ra n t ove rs igh t pow ers  to  the 
people, and make the exercise o f  pow er m ore  transparent and institu
tionalized . W e should  prevent and  figh t co rru p tio n  m ore  p roperly  and 
effectively, establish a com plete  system  fo r preventing  and com bating  
c o rru p tio n , and  w ork  harder to  ensure the  stringent enforcem ent o f  
a n ti-co rru p tio n  laws and  d isc ip line . W e shou ld  analyze  typ ica l cases 
tho rough ly, strengthen  re fo rm  in  areas prone  to  co rru p tio n , im prove  
o u r institu tions  and systems to  reduce loopholes  to  an absolute m in i
m um , and  e lim inate  any  b reed in g  grou n ds  fo r  c o rru p tio n  th rough  
fu rth e r re fo rm .

W e m ust tirelessly com bat co rru p tio n , and always rem ain  vig ilant 
against it. W e shou ld  keep it  in  m in d  that <4M any  w orm s  w ill d isin 
tegrate  w o o d , and  a b ig  enough  crack  w ill lead  to  the  collapse  o f  a 

W e m ust be tough  in  cracking  dow n  on  co rru p tio n , and  ensure 
that all cases o f  com xp tion  are investigated  a iy l that all c o rru p t offi- 
cials are punished，catching  “ tigers”  as w ell as “ flies”  — senior officia ls  
as w ell as ju n io r ones g u ilty  o f  c o rru p tio n . In  this way, we w ill effec
tive ly  p ro tect the legitim ate  rights  and  interests o f  the people  and  see 
to  it  that o u r offic ia ls  rem ain  honest and  u prigh t, that the  governm ent 
rem ains clean, and  that p o litica l in te g rity  is upheld .
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N otes

1 O n March 4, 2006, H u Jintao attended a group meeting o f the Fourth Session 
o f the Tenth National Committee o f the Chinese Peopled Political Consultative 
Conference and held discussions with committee members o f the China Dem o
cratic League and China Association for Prom oting Democracy. A t the meeting, he 
put forth the socialist maxims o f honor and disgrace, which consist o f the follow
ing eight maxims: Loving the motherland is honorable and harming it is disgraceful; 
serving the people is honorable and ignoring them is disgraceful; respect for science 
is honorable and ignorance is disgraceful; working hard is honorable and being lazy 
is disgraceful; working with and helping others is honorable and profiting at their 
expense is disgraceful; being honest and trustworthy is honorable and sacrificing 
principles for profit is disgraceful; being law-abiding and disciplined is honorable 
and violating the law and discipline is disgraceful; living a simple life is honorable 
and living extravagantly is disgraceful.

2 The Book of Lord Shang (Shang ]un Shu). This book is a representative Legalist 
work by Shang Yang and his followers. It is also an im portant basis for research into 
the legal philosophy o f the Shang Yang School. Shang Yang (c. 390-338 BC) was a 
statesman, thinker and major representative o f the Legalists in  the middle period 
o f the W arring States. He initiated a series o f reform s in the State o f Q in. These 
reforms, known as the Reforms o f Lord Shang, introduced a new feudal system in
the State o f Q in and made the state prosperous and strong within a short period o f
time.



Improve Party Conduct, Uphold Integrity 
and Combat Corruption*

J a n u a r y  1 4 ,  2 0 1 4

W e should  adhere to  the p rin c ip le  that the Party  should  supervise 
its ow n  conduct and  ru n  its e lf w ith  strict d isc ip line , and  strengthen

the Party’s leadership in im proving Party  conduct, upholding integrity，
and  com b a tin g  c o rru p tio n . W e sh ou ld  im p ro ve  o u r in s titu tio n s  to 
better fig h t against co rru p tio n . W e m ust also redoub le  o u r effo rts  in 
p o litica l and  theoretical education , re in fo rce  stricter P arty  discipline, 
continue  to  rem ove  the F o u r M alfeasances be severe in  cracking  dow n  
o n  c o rru p tio n , and  respond  to  the dem ands o f  the people.

In  2013  the  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  made it  a p rio rity  to  im prove  
P arty  con du ct, u p h o ld  in te g rity  and  com bat c o rru p tio n . In  co m p li
ance w ith  the  decisions and  plans m ade by  the  C entra l C om m ittee , 
the C entra l C om m ission  fo r  D isc ip lin e  Inspection  has fou gh t firm ly  
against c o rru p tio n  b y  stren g th en in g  P arty  d isc ip lin e , especia lly  by 
re in fo rc in g  p o litica l d isc ip lin e , enhancing  overs igh t o f  enforcem ent, 
and im p ro v in g  investigation  in to  and prosecution  o f  co rru p tio n  cases. 
T h ro u g h  the  concerted  e ffo rts  o f  P arty  com m ittees, govern m en ts, 
d isc ip lin e  in sp e c tio n  com m ission s  and  s u p e rv is o ry  agencies at all 
levels, progress has been m ade in  im p ro v in g  Party  conduct, ensuring  
clean  govern m en t and  com bating  c o rru p tio n . T h e  cam paign  started 
w ith  the P olitica l Bureau  o f  the  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee , em phasiz
in g  the exem plary  ro le  o f  the P o litica l Bureau. W e started  to  elim inate  
m alpractices  and  p ro m o te  in te g rity  b y  s o lv in g  p ressin g  p ro b le m s ,

* Main points of the speech at the Third Plenary Session of the 18th Central Commis
sion for Discipline Inspection.
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and we have  m ade  rem arkab le  progress. In  reso lu te ly  dea ling  w ith
cases of c o r r u p t i o n ， w e  h a v e  c a u g h t  “ t i g e r s ”  a s  w e l l  a s  “ f l i e s , ”  a n d

thus m ainta ined  a to u gh  stance  against c o rru p t  o ffic ia ls . W e have 
prom oted  procedure-based  exercise o f  pow er, strengthened  oversight 
and inspection, and  opened  up  the channels fo r pub lic  com pla in t and 
oversight. A ll o f  this has been  weU received  by  b o th  offic ia ls  and the 

general public.
W h ile  a ffirm in g  o u r achievem ents, w e  m ust also  be  aware that 

there are s till b re e d in g  g ro u n d s  fo r  c o rru p tio n . T h e  fig h t against 
co rru p tio n  rem ains  a serious and  com p lex  challenge. Instances o f  
m isconduct and  co rru p tio n  have  had  an adverse effect o n  society, and 
they m ust be im m ed ia te ly  addressed. T h e  w h o le  P arty  m ust realize  
that the  fig h t against c o rru p tio n  is a lon g-te rm , com p lex, and  ardu
ous task. W e m ust be  f irm  in  o u r d e te rm in a tio n  and  dem onstrate  
great courage  in  ca rry in g  th is  cam paign  th ro ugh  to  the  end. Ju st as 
we w ould  take a heavy dose o f  m edicine  to  treat a serious disease, we 
must apply  stringent laws to  address disorder.

E s tab lish in g  a sound  system  o f  com b atin g  c o rru p tio n  th ro ug h  
both  punishm ent and  preven tion  represents o u r national strategy. In
2 0 1 3  t h e  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  i s s u e d  t h e  “ W o r k  P l a n  f o r  E s t a b l i s h i n g  a

C om plete  System  o f  C om bating  C o rru p tio n  T h ro u g h  B o th  P un ish
m ent and  P revention  (2013-2017).,> T h is  is the docum ent that guides 
our strategy. Party com m ittees at all levels m ust th o rou gh ly  im p lem ent 
the dem ands o f  this  docum ent, w hich  is an im p o rtan t p o litica l task 
th roughout ou r effo rts  to  prom ote  re fo rm , developm ent and  stability.

In  term s  o f  m a in ta in in g  the  in tim a te  re la tio n sh ip  betw een  the  
P arty  and  the  p eo p le , we can n o t exp ect to  treat th is  as a o n e -o ff 
cam paign  and  then  rest on  o u r laurels. I t  m ust be a continuous  and 
relentless e ffo rt. Fortunately, we have already g o t o f f  to  a good  start, 
and we can take it  forw ard  fro m  here in  steps. I f  we w ant to  develop  a 
healthy Party culture  we m ust firs t and  forem ost have firm  beliefs, and 
bear in  m in d  the  P arty5s nature, fundam ental goals, and  requirem ents 
o f  offic ia ls . A s  o ffic ia ls  under the  leadership  o f  the  Party, we m ust 
separate pubUc and  personal interests and  p u t pubUc interests above
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personal interests. O n ly  i f  we always act fo r the pub lic  go od  can we be 
honest and  uprigh t in  o u r conduct, and rem ain  clean and  prudent in  
exercising  pow er. Problem s o f  m isconduct often  in vo lve  the  handling  
o f  private  and  pub lic  interests, and  m isuse o f  p ub lic  funds and  state 
pow er. P ub lic  funds m ust be used fo r  p ub lic  purposes, and  n o t one 
cent sh ou ld  be spent o n  seeking  p erson a l ga in . State p ow er m ust 
be exercised  fo r  the  people , and  it  m ust never be used as a to o l fo r 
private  benefit. O ffic ia ls  m ust always bear this in  m in d , m ake a clear 
d istinction  between pub lic  and  private  interests, devote  them selves to 
serving  the  pub lic , and  practice  strict self-discipline.

T o  figh t resolutely  against c o rru p tio n , and prevent the Party  from  
succum bing  to  decay and  degeneration  th ro u g h  o ve rlo n g  access to 
pow er are tw o  m ajor p o litica l tasks that we m ust w o rk  hard  on . We 
m ust rem ain  resolute  in  w ip in g  o u t co rru p tio n  and  show  ze ro  toler- 
ance fo r  it. O n ce  a c o rru p t o ffic ia l is id en tified , we m ust conduct a 
th o ro u gh  in vestiga tion . T h e  im p o rta n t th in g  is to  take m easures to 
p re ve n t and  cu rb  c o rru p tio n  in  its  earliest stage o f  deve lop m en t, 
addressing  problem s  o f  co rru p tio n  as soon  as they are fou n d , in  the 
same w ay as we treat a disease p ro m p tly  w hen  it  is diagnosed. A n y  
delay in  dealing  w ith  c o rru p tio n  m ay lead  to  m ore  serious problem s, 
and  m ust n o t be allow ed. E v e ry  o ffic ia l m ust bear the  fo llo w in g  in  
m ind: <£D o  n o t try  d ip p in g  in to  the p ub lic  coffers  because a th ieving  
hand  is b ound  to  get caught,5,1 and  ''C on tem p la tin g  go o d  and  pursu
in g  it, as i f  you  cou ld  n ot reach it; contem plating  e vil, and  sh rinking  
fro m  it, as you  w ould  fro m  th rustin g  a hand  in to  b o ilin g  w ater/52 O ff i
cials m ust be in  awe o f  Party  discip line  and state laws rather than  trust 
to  luck  in  the  hope  o f  escaping  punishm ent fo r  co rru p tio n .

W e m ust im p ro ve  P arty  co n d u c t, u p h o ld  in te g rity  and  com bat 
c o rru p tio n  th rough  fu rth e r re fo rm . W e m ust re fo rm  the P arty^  disci
p lin e  in sp e c tio n  system , im p ro ve  the  system  and  m echan ism s  fo r  
co m b a tin g  c o rru p tio n , do ub le  the  effectiveness  o f  o ve rs ig h t ove r 
and  restra in t on  pow er, and  ensure  the  independence  and  au th o rity  
o f  disc ip line  inspection  com m issions  at all levels. W e m ust im p ro ve  
checks o n  pow er, d istribu te  pow er in  a scien tific  way, and  fo rm  an
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effective  fram ew ork  fo r  the  exercise  o f  pow er. W e m ust strengthen  
oversight w ith  focus o n  o ffic ia ls , g iv in g  particu la r attention  to  those 
first in  com m and  and  h ow  they  exercise  th e ir pow er, and  in ten sify  
m utual ove rs igh t w ith in  leadership . W e m ust increase  transparency, 
publicize  the  procedures th rough  w hich  pow er is exercised  in  accor
dance w ith  the law, and  let the  people  oversee the exercise o f  pow er,
so as to  ensure  that it  is p ro p e rly  used. In  com b a tin g  c o rru p tio n ,
Party com m ittees shou ld  be duty-bound , w h ile  d isc ip line  inspection  
com m issions  sh ou ld  take o n  su p e rv is o ry  re sp o n s ib ilitie s . T h e y  all
should  strengthen  the  acco u n tab ility  system  to  p reven t o u r institu-
tions fro m  becom ing  a facade. A ll Party com m ittees, Party discip line  
inspection  com m issions, and  oth e r re levant departm ents m ust fu lfill 
the ir responsib ilities. In  adopting  re fo rm  m easures, we shou ld  keep 
in  m in d  the task o f  com bating  c o rru p tio n  th rough  b o th  punishm ent 
and p reven tio n , synchron ize  re fo rm  measures w ith  the  figh t against 
co rru p tio n  at all stages fro m  prepara tion  to  dep loym ent and  im p le 
m entation, so as to  close all possible  loopholes  and  ensure the  sm ooth  
progress o f  re fo rm .

O u r  com pliance  w ith  Party  d iscip line  should  be uncond itiona l. W e 
must tu rn  ou r w ords  in to  actions, and  make sure that Party discip line  
is fu lly  im p lem ented  and  any v io la tio n  is investigated. W e m ust n ot 
allow  o u r fin d ings  to  becom e  a dusty  docum ent resting  on  the  top  
shelf. Party organ izations  at all levels m ust increase awareness o f  the 
need to  abide b y  the  P artyJs p o litica l princip les, and  discip line  inspec
tion  com m issions at all levels m ust see th e ir p rio rity  as safeguarding  
the P a rty p o lit ic a l disc ip line  so as to  ensure that all Party  m em bers 
align  them selves w ith  the  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  ideo log ica lly  and  
p o litica lly  as w ell as in  the ir actions.

T h e  Party draws its strength  fro m  its organ iza tion  and is constant
ly  in v igo ra te d  b y  it. In  o rd e r to  re in fo rce  the  P arty^  organ iza tion a l 
d isc ip lin e , we m ust enhance  o u r P arty  s p irit, w h ich  is a m atter o f  
tak in g  a f irm  stance. W e  C om m u n ists , especia lly  lead in g  o ffic ia ls , 
m ust be broad-m inded  and  aim  h igh . W e  m ust always bear in  m in d  
the interests o f  the Party, the  people  and  the  country, conscientiously
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uph o ld  the Party sp irit, and stick  to  o u r princip les. A ll Party  mem bers 
m ust always rem em ber that we are firs t and forem ost C P C  mem bers 
and  o u r p rim a ry  duties are to  w o rk  fo r  it, rem ain  loya l to  it , and  at 
a ll tim es id e n tify  ourselves w ith  it. A ll P arty  m em bers m ust always 
rem em ber that we are part o f  the  organ ization , and  never neglect our 
duties and  responsib ilities  to  the organ ization . W e m ust trust, re ly  on, 
and  obey  the organ ization , readily  accept organ izationa l arrangem ents 
and  d isc ip lin a ry  restraints, and  safeguard the un ity  o f  the  Party.

D e m o cra tic  centra lism  and  the  system  o f  in tra -P arty  o rgan iza
tio n  activities are im p ortan t institu tions  o f  the Party and  m ust be fu lly  
im p lem en ted . L ead in g  bod ies  and  o ffic ia ls  at a ll levels  m ust rig o r
ously  fo llo w  the re p o rtin g  system . W e m ust re in force  organ izationa l 
m anagem ent o f  Party m em bers, and  guide  all Party m em bers and  o ffi
cials in  deve lop in g  a correct attitude  tow ards the  Party  organ ization , 
m atching  o u r deeds to  o u r w ords, speaking  the tru th , and  em bracing  
the  Party  o rgan iza tion ^  education  and  oversight. Party  organizations  
at a ll levels  m ust fu lly  ob serve  o rg a n iza tio n a l d isc ip lin e , m ake  no  
exceptions in  this regard, and  have the  m oral fib e r to  denounce  and 
re ctify  v io la tio n s  o f  Party  d isc ip lin e  to  preserve  it  as a high-tension  
line  o f  deterrence.

Policies and  plans m ade b y  the  Party  C entral C om m ittee  should  be 
im plem ented  n o t o n ly  b y  the  P arty^  organ ization  departm ents, p ub lic
ity  departm ents, U nited  F ro n t departm ents, and jud icia l, procuratoria l 
and  pub lic  security bodies, b u t also b y  Party organ izations  in  peopled  
congresses, govern m en ts, C P P C C  com m ittees, peop led  cou rts , and 
peopled  procuratorates at all levels, as w ell as by  Party  organ izations  
in  p ub lic  institu tions  and  peopled  organ izations. A ll such Party  orga
n izations  m ust fu lfill the ir duty  in  this regard. Party  organ izations  in  
general m ust be accountable  to  Party  com m ittees, re p o rt th e ir w ork  to  
Party com m ittees, and p e rfo rm  th e ir w o rk  to  the fu ll extent o f  the ir 
functions  and  duties under the leadership  o f  Party com m ittees.
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N otes

1 Chen Y i: “ Keep Y o u r Hands in  Y ou r O w n  Pockets,”  fW 册  <  〇 饥  U
Chinese ed., Peopled Literature Publishing House, Beijing, 1977, p.155. Chen Y i 
(1901-1972) was a Chinese proletarian revolutionary, m ilitary commander and politi
cal leader, one o f the founders and leaders o f the Peopled Liberation Arm y and one 
o f the marshals o f the Peopled Republic o f China.

2 T h e  A n a le c t s  o f  C o n fu c iu s  { L u n  Y u ) .
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Follow a Good Blueprint*

February 28, 2013

C o n fro n te d  w ith  the  a rd u ou s  and  h eavy  tasks o f  p ro m o tin g  
re fo rm , deve lopm ent and  stab ility , lead ing  grou p s  and  lead ing  o ff i
cials at all levels m ust act in  line  w ith  the  requirem ents o f  the Party 
Gentm l G om m ittee，bear in  m in d  that “ em pty  ta lk  harm s the  coun_ 
try，w h ile  hard  w o rk  m akes it  flo u rish ,”  and  w o rk  energetica lly  and  
p roductive ly  to  accom plish  concrete  deeds that can stand the  test o f  
practice, and  su rvive  the  scru tin y  o f  the  people  and  h istory. O n  ou r 
im m ensely large  p la tfo rm  o f  re fo rm , op en in g  up  and  m o dern iza tio n , 
all o f  us are desirous o f  d o in g  som eth ing, even  b ig  th ings, to  prove  
ourselves tru s tw o rth y  to  the  P arty  and  the  peop le . Y e t, we shou ld  
also und erstand  th a t, w h ile  d o in g  th a t, we m ust m ain ta in  p ro p e r 
con tinu ity  in  governance. A n  o ffic ia l in  charge  o f  a certain  area and 
fo r a certa in  du ra tion  shou ld  act b o ld ly  and  effective ly  in  w ork , but 
he sh ou ld  also  ensure  con sisten cy  and  c o n tin u ity . T h e  18th  C P C  
N ationa l Congress la id  dow n  the  goa l fo r  com p le tin g  the b u ild in g  o f  
a m oderately  prosperous  society  in  all respects and  fu rth e rin g  re fo rm  
and op en in g  up, m ade an overa ll arrangem ent fo r  p ro m o tin g  social
ism  w ith  Chinese  characteristics in  the  new  con d ition s, and put fo rth  
clear requirem ents  to  m ake P arty  b u ild in g  m ore  scien tific  in  an a ll
round  way.

N o w  it  is tim e  fo r  the  w h o le  P a rty  and  p eo p le  o f  the  w h o le  
cou n try  to  m ake concerted  and  relendess e ffo rts  to  im p lem ent the  
decisions o f  the 18th  C P C  N ationa l Congress. Likew ise, we m ust also 
rem ain  co m m itte d  to  im p le m e n tin g  the  gu id e lin es , p rin c ip le s  and

* Part o f the speech at the second full assembly o f the Second Plenary Session o f the 
18th CPC Central Committee.
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p o lic ie s  fo rm u la te d  since  the  T h ird  P le n a ry  Session  o f  the  11th  
P arty  C e n tra l C o m m itte e , D e n g  X ia o p in g  T h e o ry , the  im p o rta n t 
th o u g h t o f  the  T h re e  R epresents  and  the  S c ie n tific  O u tlo o k  on  
D eve lop m en t, and  all the  m ajo r strategic arrangem ents m ade b y  the 
C e n tra l C o m m itte e , w h ich  are to  be im p lem en ted  in  real earnest. 
T h e  same is true  in  treating  w o rk  at loca l and  departm enta l levels. 
W e have already g o t in  o u r hands a g o o d  b lu e p rin t. W h a t we should  
do  is to  fo llo w  it  th ro u g h  to  the  end  and  m ake it  a success. In  this 
re g a rd ，we need  to  have  a “ n a il”  s p irit. W h e n  we use a ham m er 
to  d riv e  in  a n a il, a s in g le  k n o c k  o fte n  m ay  n o t be  e n o u g h ; we 
m ust keep  k n o ck in g  u n til it  is w ell in  place. T h e n  we can  proceed  
to  kn o ck  the  n ext on e , and  con tin u e  d riv in g  in  nails  t ill the  job  is 
com p le te ly  done. I f  we kn o ck  here  and  there  w ith o u t focu sin g  on  
the  n a il, we m ay end  up  squandering  o u r e ffo rts  altogether. T h ere  is 
n o  use in  saying，“ I  w on ’t get the  cred it fo r  success.”  I f  a b lu ep rin t 
is g o o d , factu a lly  based, s c ie n tific a lly  sound  and  w ell-rece ived  by 
the  peop le  we shou ld  keep  w o rk in g  o n  it , one  ad m in is tra tion  after 
another, and  the outcom e  o f  o u r w o rk  w ill be real and  appreciated  
and  rem em bered  b y  the  people.

O f  cou rse , as practice  evo lves  co n tin u o u s ly , o u r tho u gh ts  and 
w o rk  sh o u ld  keep  up  w ith  the  ch a n g in g  tim es, and  w h en  w e  are 
a b s o lu te ly  sure , w e  can  m ake  ad justm en ts  and  im p ro ve m e n ts  in  
g o o d  tim e. N everthe less, we m ust n o t a llow  h com plete  unrave lin g  
o f  po lic ies  just because a new  leadership  takes o ffice , n o r m ust we 
p e rm it a separate  agenda  w ith  em p ty  fancy  slogans fly in g  a ll ove r 
the  place  just to  show  so-called  achievem ents. U n d e r m ost c ircu m 
stances, a new  lo o k  o r  new  atm osphere  in  w o rk  is n o t re la ted  to  
fo rm u la tin g  new  plans o r  design ing  new  slogans. R ather, they  com e  
ab o u t n a tu ra lly  w hen  earnest, d o w n -to-ea rth  e ffo rts  are m ade  to  
tu rn  sc ien tifica lly  sound  goals  in  the  g o o d  b lu e p rin t in to  rea lity  by 
tak in g  stock  o f  new  con d ition s , a d o p tin g  new  ideas and  em p loyin g  
new  m easures. O u r  o ffic ia ls  sh ou ld  have  a clear un d erstan d in g  o f  
job  p erfo rm an ce , th in k in g  m ore  about w o rk in g  to  lay a so lid  fo u n 
dation  w h ich  is conducive  to  lon g-te rm  deve lopm ent and  less about
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co m p e tin g  p o in tle ss ly  w ith  o th e rs , s till less abou t b u ild in g  w aste
fu l, showcase projects  to  p ro p  up  th e ir ow n  im age. L et o u r o ffic ia ls  
be true  and  practica l, dedicated  to  w o rk  and  b o ld  to  shou lder the ir
responsibilities, so as to  live  up  to the  expectations  o f  h is to ry  and

the people .



Study for a Brighter Future*

March 1， 2013

O u r  Party  has always w orked  to  ensure that aU its m em bers, espe
cia lly  lead ing  offic ia ls , acquire  fu rth e r know ledge. T h is  has proved  to 
be usefu l fo r  d eve lop in g  the  cause o f  the  P arty  and  the  people. A t 
every  m ajo r tu rn in g  p o in t, w hen  faced  w ith  new  circum stances and 
tasks, the  P arty  has called  up o n  its m em bers to  study  harder. Each 
tim e , it  has b ro u g h t abou t b ig  changes and  deve lop m en ts  fo r  the 
cause o f  the  Party  and  the people. A t  the ve ry  beg in n in g  o f  reform  
and  op en in g  up  in  1978, the  P arty  C entra l C om m ittee  stressed that 
ach ievin g  the  F o u r M o d ern iza tio n s  -  m o d e rn iza tio n  o f  agriculture, 
in d u s try , n ation a l defense, and  science  and  te ch n o lo g y  — is a great 
and p ro fo u n d  revo lu tion . W e wiU  have to  m ove  forw ard  in  this revo
lu tio n  b y  co n tin u o u s ly  s o lv in g  new  p rob lem s. T h e re fo re , a ll Party

m em bers m ust kn ow  h ow  to  study  and  keep  updating  th e ir know l-
edge. C om pared  w ith  the past, we have m ore  to  study today, n o t less, 
because o f  the  new  circum stances and  tasks co n fro n tin g  us.

A t  present, the  entire  Party m ust clearly  uhderstand  and  properly  
handle  the  new  situations and  problem s  arising  fro m  the developm ent 
o f  the country. T h is  is an im p o rtan t challenge. Som e o f  the problem s 
we face today  are o ld  -  e ither p rob lem s  that we have lo n g  fa iled  to 
solve  p roperly, o r  o ld  problem s  w ith  new  m anifestations, but m ost o f  
ou r problem s  are new. T h e  reason  w hy  new  and unfam ilia r problem s

keep surfacing  is because o f  the changes in  the w o rld , in  o u r country，
and  in  o u r Party. T he  best possible  w ay to  understand  and  address the 
problem s, w hether they are new  o r o ld , long-stand ing  o r  o ld  ones in

广 * Main part o f the speech at the celebration assembly o f the 80th anniversary o f the 
Central Party School and the opening ceremony o f its 2013 spring semester.
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new fo rm , is to  enhance o u r capabilities th rough  study. In  the  process
of study, we should  n o t o n ly  put w hat we know  in to  practice, but also

acquire new  practical p rob lem -so lvin g  skills.
T h e  v a rio u s  g o a ls  and  tasks  set b y  the  1 8 th  P a rty  N a tio n a l 

C ongress, in c lu d in g  ad ap tin g  ourse lves  to  a c o m p le x  and  vo la tile
international s i t u a t i o n ,  s a f e g u a r d i n g  o v e r a l l  r e f o r m ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d

stabUity and  d o in g  go o d  w o rk  in  a ll areas, im pose  new  dem ands on  
Party m em bers* capabiU ties. T h ro u g h o u t its  h is to ry  o f  re vo lu tio n , 
construction  and  re fo rm  o u r P arty  has encountered  num erous d iffi
culties, and w hat has been  achieved  in  o u r cause has com e  fro m  pains
taking exp lorations  and  hard  w ork . T h ere  is sim p ly  n o  possibiH ty that 
we can advance o u r cause and  achieve o u r goals w ith ou t ever encoun
tering any im ped im ent. I t  can be  anticipated  that various  d ifficu lties, 
risks and  challenges w ill continue  to  surface o n  o u r w ay forw ard. T he  
key lies in  ou r ab ility  to  resolve, m anage and conquer them .

G en e ra lly  speaking, in  som e  areas o u r ab ilities  already m eet the  
dem ands o f  the  deve lop m en t o f  the  P arty  and  the  cou n try , b u t in
others they a r e  i n a d e q u a t e .  A s  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s  w e

face continue  to  change, we becom e  less capable o f  responding  to  their 
demands. I f  we do  n ot im p rove  ou r professional level at every op p or
tunity, over tim e  we wiU  lose the  ab ility  to  fu lffll the arduous tasks o f  
leadership in  re fo rm  and  opening  up, and socialist m odern ization .

D u rin g  the Yan'an  p eriod , o u r Party  becam e aware o f  its dread  o f  
incom petence. T h e  Party  C entra l C om m ittee  p o in ted  ou t clearly that
our people  suffered  a dread. I t  was n o t an econom ic  o r p o litica l dread，
but a dread  o f  incom petence. T h e  lim ited  bank  o f  abilities accum u
lated ove r the years had  been  depleted  w ith  each passing day, and the 

coffers were em pty.
A re  we faced  w ith  the  same p ro b le m  today? M y  answ er is yes. 

M any people  have the  aspiration  to  do  th e ir w o rk  weU and  are fu ll o f  
enthusiasm , b u t they  are lack ing  in  the  ab ilities  requ ired  to  achieve  
this in  changing  circum stances. In  response  to  new  circum stances and
problems, they ding to  o ld  patterns o f  th in k in g  and  o ld  practices. T he  
problem stems from ignorance  o f  general trends and  new  approaches,
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as w e ll as inadequate  know ledge  and  ab ilities. T h e y  ru sh  headlong  
in to  the ir w ork  and act b lind ly. A s  a result, although  they are consci-

entious in  the ir w ork  and  spare them selves no  e ffo rt，they either take
the  w ron g  approach  o r  act in  a w ay that defeats the ir purpose, o r  even
“ head south  w hile  the ir chariot is p o in tin g  n o rth .”  In  such cases，it is
often  the  case that o u r people  have n o  alternative  w hen  the tried  and 
trusted  m ethods fa il, o r  they  dare n o t adopt sterner m easures when 
soft ones prove  inadequate.

In  m y  o p in io n , this w ill continue  to  be the case fo r  a lo n g  tim e to 
com e. T h ere fore , all m em bers, especially those in  positions  o f  leader
ship  at all levels, m ust have a sense o f  crisis and constandy  im prove  
the ir professional com petence. O n ly  b y  d o in g  this can we achieve the 
T w o  C entenary  G oals, and  m ake the Chinese  D ream  o f  national reju
venation  com e  true.

N o b o d y  is b o rn  w ith  know ledge. W e all have to  acquire  it  through  
study and practice. In  m odern  tim es know ledge  is becom ing  outdated 
at an ever-increasing  pace, w ith  a w hole  range  o f  new  know how , new  
in fo rm a tio n  and  new  states o f  affa irs  cascading  ove r us. Academ ics 
have noted  that up  to  the  18th  centu ry  the b ody  o f  hum an  know ledge  
doub led  w ith in  a p eriod  o f  around  90  years. Since the  1990s there  has 
been an exponentia l acceleration  in  this process — the b od y  o f  hum an  
know ledge  is now  estim ated  to  doub le  every  three  to  five  years. The  
am ount o f  know ledge  produced  b y  hum an  spciety ove r the  past 50 
years exceeds the aggregate generated  ove r the previous  3,000  years. It  
is also believed  that in  the  age o f  the  agrarian  econom y, a few  years o f  
study sufficed  fo r one^  life tim e , in  the  age o f  the industria l econom y, 
one  had  to  study  fo r  at least ten  years to  ob ta in  a ll the  know ledge  
necessary fo r  one ’s life ，and  in  this  age o f  the  know ledge  econom y， 
one  has to  keep up  w ith  the  tim es th rough  life -lo n g  study.

I f  we fa il to  im p rove  o u r know ledge  in  a w ide  varie ty  o f  areas, i f  
we do  n o t take the  in itia tive  to  learn  about science and cu ltu re, i f  we 
are u n w illin g  to  conscien tiously  update  o u r know ledge  and  im p ro ve  
o u r  kn ow led ge  stru c tu re , d e ve lo p  the  b roadest p oss ib le  p erspec
tive  and  broaden  ou r h orizon s, we w ill n o t im p rove  o u r professional

S tu d y  f o r  a  b r ig h te r  F u tu r e 451

com petence. A s  a consequence  we w ill n o t be able to  grasp  the in itia 
tive and  preva il. U ltim ate ly, the  future  w ill pass us by. T h ere fo re , all 
Party m em bers, especially lead ing  o ffic ia ls  at a ll levels, m ust have a 
sense o f  urgency and  study m ore.

I t  is precisely  fro m  th is  strategic perspective  that the  18th  Party 
N ational Congress high lighted  the im portant task o f  build ing  the Party 
in to  a lea rn in g , se rv ice-o rien ted , and  in n o va tive  M arxist g o ve rn in g  
party. Studying  should  be placed  first because it is a prerequisite  fund  
o f  know ledge  w ith  w hich  we w ill be able to  better serve the people  and 
stay innovative . Since we are all leading  offic ia ls  w h o  shoulder duties 
and responsibilities entrusted  to  us by  the Party and the people, we have 
to constandy raise o u r professional level, enrich  o u r know ledge, dedi
cate ourselves to  ou r w ork , and im prove  all aspects o f  ou r perform ance. 
W hether o r not leading  offic ia ls  im prove  them selves through  study is 
not o n ly  a personal m atter, but a b ig  issue concern ing  the developm ent 
o f  the cause o f  the Party and the country. A n  ancient scholar expressed 
it thus, uO n e  m ay o r m ay n o t study fo r  the purpose  o f  becom ing  an 
offic ia l, but officia ls m ust be learned  to  fu lfill the ir duties.,>1

W e m ust study in  o rd e r to  im p ro ve  ou r ab ility  to  w ork  in  a m ore  
sc ien tific  way, w ith  greater fo re s igh t and  in itia tiv e , and  to  keep  up  
w ith  the  tim es, fo llo w  the  law  o f  developm ent, and be innovative  in  
ou r leadership  and  p o licy-m akin g . W e m ust study  in  o rd e r to  avo id  
bew ilderm ent resu lting  fro m  inadequate know ledge, blindness result
in g  fro m  insensib ility , and  chaos resu lting  fro m  ignorance. W e m ust 
also study in  o rd e r to  overcom e  professiona l deficiencies, the dread  
o f  incom petence , and  outdated  capab ilities. O th e rw ise , we are n o  
better than  uthe b lin d  m an  o n  a b lin d  horse  w h o  is in  danger o f  fa ll
ing  in to  a deep p o o l at n igh t,>2 -  an im p ru den t and  inadvisable  course 
o f  action , how ever courageous. T h is  cou ld  lead  us to  fa ilure  in  w ork , 
losing  o u r way and  fa llin g  beh ind  the  tim es.

T h e  cause o f  b u ild in g  C hinese  socia lism  is a great and  unprec
edented  und ertak ing . T h e re fo re , o u r app roach  to  study  shou ld  be 
com prehensive, system atic and  exp loratory. W e should  have focus in  
ou r study and  w iden  the  scope  o f  o u r know ledge. W e should  learn
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b oth  fro m  books  and  th rough  practice. W e shou ld  learn  fro m  o rd i
n a ry  p eop le , fro m  experts  and  scholars, and  draw  u p o n  benefic ia l 
experiences o f  fore ign  countries as w ell. W e should  nourish  ourselves 
w ith  b oth  theoretical and  practical know ledge.

F irs t  o f  a ll, w e  sh ou ld  study  M a rx is t th e o ry . T h is  is a special 
re q u ire m e n t tha t w ill h e lp  us to  w o rk  w e ll, and  also  a necessary 
requ irem en t that w ill equ ip  lead in g  o ffic ia ls  to  excel in  leadership .

M ao Z edong once stated, “ O u r  P arty’s fighting capacity will be much
g re a te r.. . i f  there  are one  h undred  o r  tw o  hundred  com rades w ith  a 
grasp  o f  M arxism -Lenin ism  w hich  is system atic and n o t fragm entary, 
genuine  and  n o t hollow .’’3

T h is  task stiU con fron ts  o u r P arty  today. W e m ust acquire  a true 
grasp  o f  M arxism -Len in ism , M ao  Z e d o n g  T h o u g h t, D e n g  X ia o p in g  
T h e o ry , the  im p o rta n t th o u g h t o f  the  T h re e  R epresents, and  the 
S cien tific  O u tlo o k  on  D eve lop m en t. A n d  we m ust especially have a 
go od  understanding  o f  the  M arxist stand, v ie w p o in t and  m ethod  that 
perm eate  all these ideas. T h is  can enable us to  rem ain  sharp-eyed and 
clear-m inded  and gain  a p ro fo u n d  understanding  o f  the  laws o f  the

deve lopm ent o f  hum an  society, the  laws o f  b u ild in g  socia lism , and
the  laws o f  governance  by  the C P C . T h is  can help  us stay firm  in  our 
ideals and  con vic tion s , adhere  to  the  co rrect g u id in g  thoughts , and 
h o ld  to  the correct orien ta tion  in  any com plex  situation . T h is  can also 
enable us to  lead the  people  a long  the correct road  and  make progress 
in  b u ild in g  Chinese  socialism .

Lead ing  offic ia ls  m ust study the  Party’s guidelines, princip les  and
policies, and the  country's  laws and  regulations. A n  understanding  o f  
these is a basic preparation  we m ust m ake fo r  o u r w ork , and  it  is also 
a p o litica l attainm ent we m ust have. W ith o u t this b od y  o f  know ledge, 
how  can we m ake poUcy decisions and  solve  problem s?  A n d  we m ay 
even  end  up  w ith  m istakes in  o u r w ork .

Lead ing  offic ia ls  at all levels should  study the h is to ry  o f  b oth  the 
P arty  and  the  co u n try  and  rem ain  p a trio tic  and  dedicated  to  them . 
W e should  study the developm ent o f  the Party and  the  country, draw  
u pon  th e ir h isto rica l experiences, and  understand  m ajo r events and

S tu d y  f o r  a  B r ig h te r  F u tu r e 453

figures in  the  h is to ry  o f  the  Party  and the  country. H is to ry  is the best 
textbook , so studying  it  w ill teach us to  understand  the  cou n try  and 
the Party, and  open  the  gates to  a b righ t future.

Lead ing  offic ia ls  shou ld  study econom ics, po litics , h istory, culture, 
science and  technology, and  know ledge  o f  social, m ilita ry  and  fore ign  
affairs related  to  th e ir w ork . T h e y  shou ld  becom e  m ore  know ledge
able  and  m o re  p ro fe s s io n a lly  com p eten t. T h e y  sh ou ld  lea rn  w hat 
they need in  the ir w o rk  and  study w hat they do  n o t know , and  acquire 
kn ow led ge  tha t is co n d u c ive  to  g o o d  lead ersh ip  and  h ig h  p e rfo r
m ance. In  d o in g  so, they w ill becom e  experts as w ell as better leaders

in  the ir fields.
Lead ing  offic ia ls  shou ld  also study h is to ry  and  cu ltu re, especially 

tra d itio n a l C hinese  cu ltu re , to  deve lop  w isd o m  and  becom e  m ore  
refined . T rad ition a l C hinese  culture  is b o th  extensive  and  p ro fo u n d , 
and  to  acquire  the  essence o f  va rio u s  thoughts  is b en efic ia l to  the  
fo rm ation  o f  a correct w orldview , o u tlo o k  on  life  and  sense o f  values. 

O u r  ancient scholars com m ented  that o u r aspirations should  be as
follows: in po litics，“ being  the first, to  w o rry  about the  affairs o f  the

state and  the  last to  enjoy  on ese lf^4; as patriots, c<n o t daring  to  ignore  
the co u n try^  p eril n o  m atter how  hum ble  one5s p ositio n  and  do ing  
everyth ing  possible  to  save the  cou n try  in  its  p eril w ith ou t regard  to
personal fortune o r  m isfortun e” 6; on  in tegrity , “ never being  corrupted

by  riches and  h onors, never departing  fro m  p rin cip le  despite p overty
or humble origin, and  never subm itting  to  force  o r  threat”  ； on  s e lfle ^

dedication , "d y in g  w ith  a loya l heart sh in ing  in  the pages o f  h is to ry"  
and  "g iv in g  aH, tUl the  heart beats its last.^9 These  m axim s reflect the 
fine  trad itions  and sp irit o f  the  Chinese  n ation , and  we should  all keep 
them  alive  and  have them  fu rth e r developed.

Lead ing  offic ia ls  shou ld  also study Uterature. T h e y  shou ld  refine  
th e ir tastes and  deve lop  upU fting  interests th ro u g h  apprecia tion  o f
works o f  Uterature and art. M any revolutionaries  o f  the older genera
tion had a pro found  literary  background  and  were w ell versed in  poetry-

In  sh o rt, h is to ry  helps us understand  the  fa ilures  and  successes 
o f  the  past, and  learn  lessons from  the rise  and  fa ll o f  states. P oetry
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stim ulates us, sends o u r dream s skywards and  makes us w itty. In teg
rity  im p roves  o u r judgm ent and  helps us cultivate  a sense o f  h on or 
and disgrace. W e should  n o t o n ly  study Chinese  h is to ry  and  culture, 
but also open  o u r eyes to  the  rest o f  the  w orld  and  learn  about the 
histories and  cultures o f  oth e r peoples. W e should  give  preference  to 
w hat is u p liftin g  in  these histories and  cultures and reject w hat is base 
—ob ta in in g  enlightenm ent and  em p loying  it  fo r  o u r ow n  use.

Lead ing  offic ia ls  m ust d irect the ir studies correcdy. I f  they deviate 
from  the  gu id in g  p rin cip le  o f  M arxism , they w ill be studying  w ithout 
a clear aim  and  m ay g o  astray. T h e y  m igh t easily becom e  confused  
w hen  the situation  becom es com p lex, and m ight fa ll v ic tim  to  defec
tive  th in k in g . D e p a rtin g  fro m  the  c o rre c t o rie n ta tio n , they  m igh t 
n o t o n ly  fa il to  acquire  sound  know ledge , b u t also  fin d  them selves 
deceived  and  m isled  by  tem pting  fallacies and ideas that are unrealis
tic , rid icu lous  o r  absurd.

T h e  purpose  o f  study lies in  practice. T h e  ultim ate  goal o f  leading  
offic ia ls  w h o  dedicate greater e ffo rt to  the ir studies lies in  h on in g  their 
capab ility  in  w ork  and in  so lv in g  problem s. A  Chinese  saying goes like  
this, <cE m p ty  ta lk  harm s the country, w hile  hard  w o rk  makes it  flo u r
ish /5 T h is  dem ands real effo rts  in  b o th  study and  w ork . W e all should  
bear in  m in d  the  h is to rica l lessons o f  Z h a o  K u o 10 o f  the  W a rrin g  
States P eriod  (475-221 B C ), w h o  fou gh t all his batdes on  paper, o r 
the  scholars o f  the  W estern  and  E astern  J in  dynasties (265-420) w ho  
becam e ineffective  due to  spending  too  m uch  tim e  in  useless debates.

R eading  and app lication  are b oth  ways o f  learn ing , and  the latter is 
m ore  im p ortan t. Leading  offic ia ls  should  adopt the  M arxist approach  
b y  com b in in g  theo ry  w ith  practice. In  the  course  o f  the ir studies there 
shou ld  always be questions in  m in d . W e shou ld  respect the  people  
as o u r m en tors, lea rn  fro m  w o rk , and  w o rk  on  the  basis o f  learn- 
in g , m aking  use o f  w hat we have learned  and  app lyin g  it  to  real-life  
situations. Study and practice  shou ld  always p rom ote  each other. W e 
should  disdain  em pty ta lk  and  never be a “ K rik u n .”

A  genuine  interest in  the subject is the best teacher. T h is  concept 
is reflected  in  a Chinese saying, ^R egarding  know ledge, those w ho  are
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devoted  to  it  learn  better than  those  w h o  are aware o f  it, and those 
w ho  enjoy it the m ost are the best students.,,u  Leading  officia ls should  
pursue study as a quest, a hobby, and an elem ent o f  a healthy lifestyle, 
w hich  w ill make them  happy and eager to  learn. W ith  a keen interest in  
study we w ill be enthusiastic volunteers rather than  reluctant conscripts, 
and study w ill be a life lo n g  habit instead o f  a tem porary  pastim e.

Study and  de lib e ra tion  com plem ent each oth e r, as do  study and 
practice. A s  another Chinese  saying goes, ''R ead in g  w ith ou t th in k in g  
makes one  m uddled; th in k in g  w ith o u t read ing  makes one  flig h ty .>,12 
I f  you  have problem s  in  m in d  and  w ant to  fin d  solutions, you  should  
start studying  and study conscientiously. Y o u  m ust c<learn  extensively, 
in q u ire  earnestly, th in k  p ro fo u n d ly , discrim inate  clearly  and practice  
sincerely.’’13

W e should  be adept at m aking  tim e  fo r  study. I  often  hear offic ia ls  
say that they w ould  love  to  study m ore，but they “ just don ’t have tim e  
because o f  the ir busy w o rk  schedules.,> T h is  sounds superficia lly  plau
sible, but it can never be an excuse fo r  slackening  in  study. In  stress
in g  the  need to  im p rove  o u r w o rk , the P arty  C entra l C om m ittee  has 
suggested  that we spend  m ore  tim e  th in k in g  and  studying , and  cut 
dow n  on  m eaningless banquets and  form alities.

These  days, there  is a general pub lic  grievance  that some offic ia ls  
do  m ore  p arty in g  than  studying. <£T h ose  in  the  dark  are in  n o  p osi
tio n  to  lig h t the w ay fo r  others.,,H  T h is  w ill have an adverse effect on  
o u r w o rk , and  w ill u ltim ate ly  h in der o u r ove ra ll developm ent. I f  we 
b u ry  o u r heads in  o u r w o rk  to  the detrim ent o f  o u r studies, we run  
the risk  o f  m ental sclerosis and  vu lgariza tio n . W h en  engaged in  study 
we should  be focused  and  avoid  distractions. O u r  approach  should  be 
persistent, and  n o t that o f  the dilettante. W e m ust gain  a true  grasp  o f  
w hat we are studying, rather than  reading  superfic ia lly  w ithout: under- 
standing. Leading  offic ia ls  m ust place a h igh  p rio rity  on  learn ing  and 
study assiduously. A s  lo n g  as we apply  ourselves, even  h a lf an h o u r o f  
reading  a day, just a few  pages, w ill add up  ove r tim e.

In  sum m ary, study makes progress. T o  a large  extent we Chinese  
C om m unists have relied  o n  learn ing  fo r  o u r achievem ents, and we w ill
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surely continue  to  do  so in  the  future. I f  o u r offic ia ls , o u r Party, our 
cou n try  and  o u r people  are to  make progress, we m ust be advocates 
o f  learning. W e m ust study, study, then  study some m ore, and  we must 
practice, practice, then  practice  som e m ore.
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during the W arring States Period, was an armchair strategist without any real experi
ence o f battle. In  260 BC, he fell into a trap set by Bai Q i, a general o f the State o f 
Q in, and found his army surrounded by the enemy in Changping. Zhao Kuo failed 
to break through the encirclement and was killed. More than 400,000 Zhao soldiers 
were captured and buried alive.

11 T h e  A n a le c t s  o f  C o n fu c iu s  { L u n  Y u ) .

12 See note 36, p. 198.
13 See note 39, p. 199.
14 T h e  M e n c iu s  (M e n g  Z i ) .

“Governing a Big Country 
Is as Delicate as Frying a Small Fish”*

March 19, 2013

W h e n  I  m eet fo re ig n  leaders, one  q u e stio n  th e y  o fte n  ask in  
am azem ent is th is : H o w  can  one  g o ve rn  such  a la rge  c o u n try  as 
C hina?  In d e e d , it  is n o t easy to  g o ve rn  a c o u n try  w ith  1.3  b illio n  
people. Just getting  to  know  the situation  there  can be a really d ifficu lt 
task. A s  I  often  say, it  takes a go od  deal o f  e ffo rt to  know  C hina , and 
just v is itin g  a place o r  tw o  is n ot really enough. C hina  has 9.6  m illio n  
square kilom eters o f  land，56 ethnic  groups  and  a tota l o f  1.3 b illio n  
people. T hus, w hen  try in g  to  learn  about C h ina , one  needs to  guard  
against draw ing  conclusions  based on  partia l in fo rm ation .

A n  ancient C h inese  p ro ve rb  says, 'T r im e  m in iste rs  m ust have  
served  as loca l offic ia ls , and  great generals m ust have risen  fro m  the 
ranks/91 O u r  m echanism  fo r  selecting  offic ia ls  in  C hina  also requires 
w ork  experience  at loca l levels. F o r instance, I  once  w orked  in  a ru ra l 
area as a Party secretary at a p ro du ction  brigade. Later I  served  in  va ri
ous posts at county, m u n ic ipa l, p ro v in c ia l and  centra l levels. E xte n 
sive experience  gained  fro m  w ork in g  at loca l levels can help  offic ia ls  
develop  a sound  attitude  tow ards the people , know  w hat the coun try  
is really  like  and  w hat the people  really need, be better versed  in  va ri
ous jobs and professions, and  becom e  m ore  com petent and  effective  
fo r m eeting  future  requirem ents fo r go od  w o rk  perform ance.

T h e re  is a trem end ous  am oun t o f  w o rk  to  do  in  m eeting  the  
peopled  daily  needs, ensuring  the  sm ooth  ru n n in g  o f  society and  the 
norm al fun ction ing  o f  the  state apparatus, and  b u ild in g  and  m anaging

* Part o f the answers to a joint interview by the press o f the BRICS countries.
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the  g o ve rn in g  party. A s  the  peop le  have  g iven  m e  th is  job , I  must 
always keep  them  in  the  highest place  in  m y  heart, bearing  in  m ind  
th e ir deep  tru st and  the  heavy  resp on sib ilities  they  have  placed  on  
m e. In  such a b ig , populous  and  com plicated  cou n try  as ours, we the 
leaders m ust have an in-depth  know ledge  o f  the national conditions, 
and  learn  w hat the people  th in k  and  w hat they w ant. W e m ust act self- 
consciously  and  w ith  the utm ost care “ as i f  we were tread ing  on  thin  
ice  o r  standing  on  the edge o f  an abyss.J,2 W e m ust cultivate  an atti
tude o f  ''g o ve rn in g  a b ig  cou n try  is as delicate as fry in g  a sm all fish/53 
never slackening  o u r e ffo rts  o r  b e in g  negligent in  the  slightest, and 
always devo tin g  ourselves to  w ork  and  the pub lic  interest. T h e  people 
are w here  we draw  o u r strength. A s  lo n g  as we stand w ith  o u r people 
th rough  th ick  and  th in , there  w ill be n o  d ifficu lty  that cannot be over
com e  and  n o  task that cannot be accom plished.

A_s fo r  m y  w ork load，you  can w d l im agine  that w o rk in g  in  such a 
job  can hard ly  leave m e any free tim e. There  are so m any things crying  
ou t to  be done. O f  course, I  txy to  p rio ritize  m y  w ork . <cM any  hands 
m ake lig h t w o rk/5 W e have w ith in  the  central leadership  an effective  
m echanism  featuring  b o th  d iv is ion  o f  lab or and coord in a tion . So we 
go  about o u r respective  duties w hile  w o rk in g  in  concert to  get the job  
done  properly.

T h o u g h  ve ry  busy, m ost o f  the  tim e  I  m anage to  C<snatch a little  
le isure  here  and  there/54 W henever I  have tim e, I  spend  it  w ith  m y 
fam ily.

I  have quite  a few  hobbies, and  m y  m ost favorite  one  is reading, 
w hich  has becom e  m y w ay o f  life . I  am  also a sports fan. I  like  sw im 
m in g  and  h ik in g , and  w hen  I  was yo u n g  I  enjoyed  p la y in g  fo o tb a ll 
and  vo lle y b a ll. I  w ish  to  con gra tu la te  B ra z il fo r  h o stin g  the  F IF A  
W o rld  C up  again. W hat makes sports com petitions, especially footb a ll 
m atches，fascinating  is th e ir u np red ictab ility . D u rin g  the  last W o rld  
C up  we had  Paul the O ctopus. I  w onder i f  there w ill be another octo
pus n ext year to  p red ic t m atch  results. T h e  B ra zilia n  team  has the  
hom e-ground  advantage, and I  w ish  them  go od  luck.
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N o tes

1 H a n  F e i Z i . Han Fei (c. 280-233 BC) was the major representative o f the Legalist 
school in the late W arring States Period. H is works were collected in the book H a n

F e i Z i .

2 T h e  B o o k  o f  S o n g s  ( S h i  J in £ ) .

3 L a o  Z i  ( D a o  D e  ] in ^ ) .

4 L i She: W r itte n  o n  th e  W a l l  o f  th e  M o n k s '  Q u a r te r s  in  H e lin  T e m p le . Li She (dates 
unknown) was a poet o f the Tang Dynasty (618-907).



Train and Select Good Officials*

June 28, 2013

A t  present, a ll P arty  m em bers and  people  o f  a ll ethn ic  group s  
in  C h in a  are  m a k in g  co n ce rte d  e ffo rts  to  co m p le te  the  b u ild in g  
o f  a m o d era te ly  p rosp erou s  soc ie ty  in  a ll respects and  rea lize  the  
C hinese  D ream  o f  national re juvenation . C on fronted  w ith  the  pres
ent com p lex  and  unpred ictab le  in te rn a tion a l situation  and  arduous 
dom estic  tasks o f  con tin u in g  re fo rm  and  developm ent and  m aintain
in g  stab ility, we m ust ube prepared  to  carry  out a great undertak ing  
w ith  m any new  h istoric  features/' -  T h is  is quoted  fro m  the p o litica l 
re p o rt to  the  18th  N ationa l Congress o f  the C PC . W ith  its p ro fou n d  
connotations, the idea o f  c<new  h isto ric  features,> represents an im p o r
tant con clusion  that has been  m ade after th o rou gh ly  re v iew in g  and 
analyzing  the  developm ent trends b o th  at hom e and abroad.

T o  ca rry  ou t a great undertaking  w ith  many new  h isto ric  features, 
and  to  acco m p lish  the  goals  and  tasks set fo rth  at the  18th  C P C  
N atio n a l Congress, the em phasis should  be laid on  o u r Party  and  ou r 
offic ia ls . T h is  means we m ust ensure that the Party is always the  core  
o f  leadership  d u rin g  the h istoric  process o f  develop ing  socialism  w ith  
Chinese  characteristics, and  we m ust b u ild  a large con tingent o f  high- 
caliber offic ia ls.

O u r  P arty  has always attached  great im portance  to  the  selection  
and  a p p o in tm e n t o f  u p rig h t and  ta len ted  p eop le , and  has always 
regarded  the  selection  and  ap p o in tm en t o f  o ffic ia ls  as an issue o f  
crucia l and  fundam ental significance  to  the  cause o f  the  Party  and the 
people. E m p lo y in g  suitable offic ia ls  represents the key to  governance. 
A s  o u r ancestors said, ^E xa lta tion  o f  the virtuous  is fundam ental to

* Part o f the speech at the National Conference on Organizational W ork.
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governance ,” 1 and  “ E m p lo y in g  capable  o ffic ia ls  represents the  top  
p rio rity  o f  governance.’’2

In  recent years, P arty  com m ittees and  o rga n iza tio n  departm ents 
at all levels have im plem ented  the Party  p o licy  on  personnel m anage
m ent, and  have  done  a g o o d  job  o f  selecting  and  a p p o in tin g  o ffi-  
cials. H ow ever，there  are still som e prob lem s  w h ich , i f  n o t p ro p e rly  
reso lved , w ill d em ora lize  b o th  the  P arty  m em bers  and  the  general 
public.

A t  present, there  are three  questions that are o f  great concern : 
w hat a go o d  o ffic ia l is, h ow  to  becom e  a g o o d  o ffic ia l, and  h ow  to  
use the  rig h t offic ia ls  fo r  the  rig h t job . G o o d  answers and  appropriate  
solutions to  the  three  questions w ill be a p ro o f  o f  go od  m anagem ent 
o f  personnel.

F irs t, w hat is a g o o d  o ffic ia l?  T h is  sh ou ld  be a question  w ith  a 
clear and  ready answer，fo r  there  arc clear requirem ents specified  in  
the  P arty  C o n s titu tio n . H o w e ve r, som e  p eop le  are confused  w hen  
they  see m isconduct in  the  selection  and  app o in tm en t o f  o ffic ia ls , 
w hen  u nq ua lified  o ffic ia ls  are selected  at som e  loca lities , and  w hen  
unqualified  offic ia ls  are still p rom oted , even  against regulations. T h is  
shows that we need to  im p ro ve  ou r w o rk  in  the  organ ization  depart
m ents. I f  o u r selection  o f  offic ia ls  leads o n ly  to  con fusion  ove r the 
criteria  fo r  go od  offic ia ls , it  is obvious  that those  selected w ill be o n ly  
bad  exam ples fo r  the  pub lic . W e m ust th in k  m ore  about this issue!

G e n e ra lly  speaking, g o o d  o ffic ia ls  shou ld  be o f  m o ra l in te g rity  
and professional com petence. H ow ever, there  were d iffe ren t criteria  in  
d iffe ren t h istorica l periods. D u rin g  the revo lu tion a ry  w ar p eriod , good  
o ffic ia ls  needed  to  be loya l to  the  Party, brave  and  sk illfu l in  batde, 
and  u nafra id  to  sacrifice  th e ir lives. D u rin g  the  socia list co n stru c
tio n  p eriod , go od  offic ia ls  needed to  be p o litica lly  and  professionally  
com petent. In  the  early  years o f  the  re fo rm  and  op en in g  up, go o d  
offic ia ls  had to  u p h o ld  the  guidelines, princip les  and  policies set fo rth  
at the T h ird  Plenary  Session o f  the 11th  C P C  C entral C om m ittee, have 
professional know ledge  and  be determ ined  to  ca rry  ou t refo rm s. A t  
the current stage, we require  that good  offic ia ls  be po litica lly  reliable,
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professiona lly  com petent and m ora lly  u p righ t, and are trusted  by  the 
people.

In  sum m ary, go od  offic ia ls  m ust be firm  in  the ir ideals and convic
tions, w illin g  to  serve the  peop le , d iligen t in  w o rk , ready to  take on  
responsib ilities, honest, and  uprigh t.

T o  be firm  in  the ir ideals and con viction s  m eans that Party  o ffi
cials m ust cherish  the lo fty  ideal o f  com m unism , sincerely believe  in  
M arxism , strive  ceaselessly fo r  socialism  w ith  Ghinese characteristics， 
and unsw erving ly  upho ld  the basic theories, guideline, p rogram , expe
rience  and  requirem ents o f  the Party.

T o  be w illin g  to  serve the people  means that Party offic ia ls  must 
act as servants o f  the people, be loyal to  the people , and  serve them  
w holeheartedly.

T o  be d iligen t in  w ork  means that Party offic ia ls  m ust be dedicated 
to  the ir w o rk  in  a dow n-to-earth, realistic and pragm atic  m anner, and 
take so lid  and tangible  measures to  m ake achievem ents that can prove  
the ir w o rth  in  practice，survive  the scru tiny  o f  the people  and  stand 
the test o f  tim e.

T o  be ready to  take on  responsib ilities  means that Party offic ia ls  
m ust adhere  to  p rin cip les  w ith  a responsib le  attitude, and  have the 
courage  to  take resolute  actions in  the face o f  m ajor issues o f  p rin 
c ip le , to  tackle  d ifficu ltie s  head-on  in  the  face o f  c o n flic ts , to  step 
forw ard  in  the face o f  crises，to  adm it the ir shaje o f  m istakes，and to  
resolutely  figh t against m isconduct.

T o  be honest and  u p righ t m eans that Party  offic ia ls  m ust adopt 
a cautious  attitude  tow ards  the  exercise  o f  pow er b y  h o ld in g  it  in  
respect and  keeping  it  under c o n tro l in  a b id  to  sustain  th e ir p o liti
cal life , and  make constant effo rts  to  m aintain  the ir p o litica l in tegrity  
against co rru p tio n .

These  requirem ents m igh t be easy to  understand, but they are not 
so easy to  fu lfill.

T h ey  are also im p ortan t requirem ents that I  have stressed on  va ri
ous occasions  fo r  som e  tim e  now . H ere  I  w ou ld  like  to  lay  special 
em phasis on  tw o  aspects: ideals and  convictions, and  readiness to  take
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on  responsib ilities, w hich  are outstanding  issues facing  o u r offic ia ls  at 
the current stage.

T o  be firm  in  the ir ideals and  convictions  is the  suprem e crite rion  
fo r good  offic ia ls. N o  m atter h ow  com petent an o ffic ia l is, he cannot 
be regarded  as the sort o f  go od  o ffic ia l that we need i f  he is n ot firm  
in  his ideals and convictions, does n ot believe  in  M arxism  n o r social
ism  w ith  Chinese  characteristics, is unqualified  politica lly , and  cannot 
weather p o litica l storm s. O n ly  those w h o  are firm  in  the ir ideals and 
convictions  w ill adopt an unequivocal approach  tow ards m ajor issues 
o f  p rin c ip le , b u ild  ud iam ond-hard  bod ies^  to  w ithstand  any c o rro 
sion , rem ain  dauntless w hen  facing  p o litica l storm s, firm ly  resist all 
kinds o f  tem ptations, and  act in  a reliable  and  trustw orthy  m anner at 
any critica l m om ent.

Ideals and convictions  refer to  people’s aspirations. A s  one  o f  ou r 
ancestors said, ^Aspirations can reach any place how ever far it is, even
over m ountains and  seas; and  it can break th rough  any defense how ev- 
er tough  it  is，even  as strong  as the  best arm or and shield.’’3 T h is  shows 
how  strong  and in vinc ib le  people  can be i f  they have lo fty  aspirations. 
D u rin g  C h in a ^  re v o lu tio n , d eve lop m en t and  re fo rm , innum erab le  
Party m em bers laid  dow n  the ir lives fo r  the cause o f  the Party and the 
people. W hat supported  them  was the m oral strength  gained  from  the 
utm ost im portance  they attached to  the ir revo lu tion a ry  ideals.

I t  should  be fu lly  adm itted  that m ost o f  o u r offic ia ls  are firm  in  
the ir ideals and  con viction s, and  are p o litica lly  reliable. N evertheless, 
there  are som e P arty  o ffic ia ls  w h o  fa il to  m eet these qualifications. 
Som e are skeptical about com m unism , con side rin g  it  a fantasy that 
w ill never com e  true; som e do  n o t believe  in  M arxism -Lenin ism  but 
in  ghosts and  gods, and  seek sp iritua l solace in  feudal superstitions, 
show ing  intense  in terest in  fo rtu n e-te llin g , w orsh ip  o f  B uddha  and
“ g o d ，s advice”  fo r  so lv in g  th e ir prob lem s; som e have little  sense o f
p rin cip le , justice, and  rig h t and  w ron g , and  p e rfo rm  the ir duties in  a 
m uddle-headed  m anner; som e even  yearn  fo r  W estern  social systems 
and  values, lo s in g  th e ir con fiden ce  in  the  fu tu re  o f  socia lism ; and  
others  ado pt an e q u ivo ca l attitude  tow ards  p o litic a l p ro vo ca tio n s
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against the  leadership  o f  the  C P C , the path  o f  socialism  w ith  Chinese 
characteristics and other m atters o f  p rin c ip le , passively avo id  relevant 
argum ents  w ith o u t the  courage  to  express th e ir o p in io n s , o r  even  
deliberately  deliver am biguous messages. Isn Jt it a m onstrous  absurdity 
that P arty  o ffic ia ls , especially h igh -rank ing  ones, take n o  p o sitio n  in  
the  face o f  m ajor issues o f  p rin c ip le , p o litica l incidents and  sensitive 
issues?

Som e  say that o ffic ia ls  need  to  “ cherish  th e ir re p u ta tio n .”  T h is  
depends  o n  w h at k in d  o f  “ re p u ta tio n ”  they  are  ch e rish in g . Is  it 
a “ re p u ta tio n ”  w h ic h  w ill be  ap p laud ed  b y  p eo p le  w ith  u lte rio r  
m otives, o r  is it  a repu ta tion  fo r  acting  in  the  interests o f  the  Party 
and  the  people?  A  P arty  m em ber shou ld  o n ly  cherish  the  la tte r repu
ta tio n , and  it  w ou ld  be calam itous  i f  he w ere  bent o n  g a in in g  the 
fo rm er!

W h y  are the  F o u r M alfeasances p re va le n t now adays? W h y  are 
som e offic ia ls  becom ing  c o rru p t, end ing  up  as crim inals? In  the  final 
analysis, it  is because they are n o t firm  in  the ir ideals o r  convictions. 
I  have often  said that ideals and  con viction s  are the m oral <<m arrow J, 
o f  C om m unists. T o  be firm  in  o u r ideals and  convictions  w ill “ harden  
o u r bones/5 w hile  an absence o f  ideals and  convictions  o r  w avering  in  
ou r ideals and convictions  w ill lead  to  fatal m oral weakness.

Facts have repeatedly proved  that the  m ost dangerous m om ent is 
w hen  one  w avers in  o r begins to  show  doub t about one ’s ideals and 
convictions. I  have lo n g  been w ondering  i f  we were con fron ted  w ith  a 
com plex  situation  such as a “ c o lo r re vo lu tio n ,”  w ould  all ou r offic ia ls  
act resolutely  to  safeguard the  leadership  o f  the Party and the social
ist system? I  believe  m ost Party  m em bers and offic ia ls  are capable o f  
d o in g  so.

D u rin g  the  re vo lu tio n a ry  w ar, w h eth e r an o ffic ia l was f irm  in  
his ideals and  con vic tion s  was judged  by  w hether he cou ld  risk  his 
life  fo r  the  cause o f  the  P arty  and  the  peop le , and  w hether he cou ld  
charge  ahead as soon  as the  bugle  sounded. T h is  was a m ost d irect 
test. T h e re  are s till tests o f  life  and  death  at o u r c u rre n t stage o f  
peaceful deve lopm ent, but there  is a m uch  sm aller num ber o f  them .
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A s  a resu lt, it  is rea lly  d iffic u lt to  test w hether an o ffic ia l is firm  in  
his ideals and  con vic tion s. E ve n  X -rays, C T  scans and  M R Is  w ill n ot 
help.

N evertheless, there  are still ways to  test o u r offic ia ls . W e need to  
fin d  ou t w hether they  have the  p o litica l determ ination  in  the face o f  
m ajor p o litica l challenges, bear in  m in d  the  fundam ental purpose  o f  
the Party, p e rfo rm  th e ir duties in  an extrem ely  responsib le  m anner, 
are the  firs t to  bear h ardsh ips  and  the  last to  en joy  c o m fo rts , are 
ready to  take o n  responsib ilities  in  the  face o f  urgent, d iffic u lt and 
dangerous tasks, and  resist the  tem ptations o f  pow er, m oney  and  sex. 
Such a test cannot be accom plished  o ve rn ig h t based o n  a few  tasks 
that an o ffic ia l fu lfills  o r  a few  pledges that he m akes; it  is a process
tha t depends  o n  the  o ff ic ia l’s b e h a v io r o ve r a lo n g  p e rio d , even  

th ro u g h o u th is life .
I t  is essential that Party  offic ia ls  uph o ld  princip les  and  readily  take 

on  responsib ilities. "A vo id in g  responsib ilities  is the  greatest disgrace  
fo r  an o ffic ia l.”  T h e  responsib ilities  an o ffic ia l takes on  dem onstrate  
his breadth  o f  v is io n , courage  and com petence. T h e  greater responsi
b ilities  one  takes o n , the  greater undertaking  one  can accom plish.

W ith  the  unice  guyJ, m en ta lity  cu rre n tly  p re va ilin g  am ong  som e 
o ffic ia ls , it  has becom e  com m onp lace  that m any  o ffic ia ls  dare  n o t 
critic ize  errors  o r  take o n  responsib ilities, o r  are u n w illin g  to  do  so.
Som e offic ia ls  keep o n  go o d  term s w ith  everybody  at the expense o f  
princip les , fo r  they  are afra id  o f  o ffe n d in g  people  and  lo s in g  votes, 
h o ld in g  a b e lie f in  the  vu lg a r p h ilosoph y  o f  um ore  flow ers and  fewer
thorns.，，T h ey  m in d  n o th in g  but the ir ow n  business and  w ill do  noth-
in g  unless th e ir persona l interests are affected , b e in g  satisfied  w ith  
m udd ling  a long  and  accom p lish ing  n o th in g  at all. Som e offic ia ls  are 
n o t fu lfillin g  th e ir duties p ro perly . T h e y  sidestep  d iffic u lt prob lem s  
and  m atters o f  p ub lic  con cern , argue and  pass the  buck, and  tackle
the ir responsib ilities  in  a p erfu n cto ry  m anner，w ith  the ir delay tu rn in g

sm all problem s  in to  b ig  ones and  b ig  problem s  in to  dreadfu l troubles. 
Som e offic ia ls  are sm ooth  characters w h o  handle  m atters in  an ove rly
“ clever”  m anner，p ick  easy jobs and  posts w h ile  sh irk in g  hard  ones，



466 T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  o f  C h in a

th in k  o f  n o th in g  but self-preservation  in  the  face o f  challenges, rush  
to  claim  cred it fo r  success, and  evade resp on sib ility  w hen  any p ro b 
lem  crops up. W hat is m ore  frigh ten in g  is that some o f  these officia ls  
are p op u la r, even  getting  on  w ell in  o ffic ia l circles, ga in ing  m ore  than 
others w hile  con trib u tin g  less. H o w  can the  cause o f  the  Party and the

people  proceed  i f  there  are a lo t  o f  “ nice  guys，”  people  o f  “ sm ooth
character,55 those  w h o  always upass the  b u ck  to  o t h e r s ,o r  those

w ho  w aver like  “ weeds atop  the w all”？ These  problem s  are extrem ely
dangerous, and  m ajor effo rts  m ust be m ade to  solve  them .

U ltim ate ly , selflessness leads to  fearlessness and  the  courage  to  
take o n  resp on sib ilities. Selflessness gives us peace o f  m in d . G o o d  
offic ia ls  m ust attach  the  utm ost im p ortan ce  to  th e ir responsib ilities, 
p u t the  p rin c ip le s  and  cause o f  the  P arty  and  the  interests  o f  the 
p eop le  firs t, take an u n eq u ivoca l and  tou gh  stance w hen  address
in g  prob lem s, p e rfo rm  the ir duties in  an u ncom pla in ing  and  d iligen t 
m anner, and  see the ir effo rts  th rough  to  the fina l result. <cSturdy  grass
w ithstands h igh  w inds; true  g o ld  stands the test o f  fire .”  F o r the  cause
o f  the  Party  and  the people , o u r o ffic ia ls  should  be b o ld  enough  to  
th in k , to  ca rry  out in itia tives  and  to  take the consequences, serving  as 
the “ sturdy  grass”  and “ true  g o ld ”  o f  o u r tim es.

O f  course, being  ready to  take on  responsib ilities  is fo r  the  cause 
o f  the  P arty  and  the  peop le , n o t fo r  personal fam e. B ein g  arrogan t 
and  o ve rb e a rin g  is  n o t b e in g  courageous  to  take  o n  re sp o n s ib ili-  
ties. D u rin g  the  S pring  and  A u tu m n  P eriod，there  was a sen ior offi_  
cial nam ed  Z h en g  K a o fu , w h o  served  several dukes o f  the  State o f  
Song. H e  had  a reputation  fo r  being  h igh ly  self-discip lined. H e  had  a 
m o tto  engraved  o n  a ding in  his fam ily  ancestral tem ple, w hich  read, 
C£H ead  dow n  w hen  I  was p rom oted  the  firs t tim e, back  hunched  w hen  
p rom oted  the  second  tim e, and  w aist bent w hen  prom oted  the  th ird  
tim e. N o  one  insu lts  m e  i f  I  keep  close  to  the  w all w hen  w a lk in g
along  the street. W hat I  need o n ly  is this vessel to  cook  p orrid ge  in .，，4
I  am  deeply  im pressed  by  this story. O u r  offic ia ls  are offic ia ls  o f  the 
Party, and  th e ir pow er is granted  b y  the  Party  and  the  people. Thus, 
they should  m ake ever-bolder effo rts  and  show  ever-greatet detetm i-
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nation  in  the ir w ork , and  conduct them selves in  a m odest and  prudent 
m anner free fro m  arrogance  and rashness.

Second, h ow  can one  becom e  a go od  offic ia l?  G o o d  offic ia ls  do  
n ot em erge spontaneously. T o  becom e  a go od  o ffic ia l, b oth  personal 
e ffo rt and  tra in in g  b y  Party  organ izations  are necessary. F o r offic ia ls , 
the ir personal e ffo rt is essential, because this  is the  decisive  in te rna l 
factor in  the ir personal developm ent.

T h e  co m m itm e n t to  the  P a rty ^  cause, th e o re tic a l co n sc io u s
ness and  m o ra l standards o f  an o ffic ia l are n o t enhanced  autom ati
cally  alongside  a lo n ge r P arty  standing  o r a h igh er post. R ather, the 
enhancem ent requires life lo n g  endeavors. T o  becom e  a good  o ffic ia l, 
one  needs to  constantly  rem old  one^  subjective  w o rld , and strengthen  
o n e ^  com m itm en t to  the  P arty  and  m o ra l re fin em en t. O n e  needs 
to  strin g en tly  co m p ly  w ith  the  P arty  C o n s titu tio n  and  the  req u ire
m ents fo r Party m em bers, <cbeing  strict w ith  onese lf and len ient w ith  
o th e rs.,,s P arty  m em bers  m ust always behave  in  a p ro p e r m anner, 
scru tin ize  them selves, keep  a le rt to  ^resist the  m yriad  tem ptations  
o f  the  d a zz lin g  w o rld ,?, and  be honest and  h ard w o rk in g , clean  and  
uprigh t.

L earn in g  is the  ladder o f  progress. O ffic ia ls  need to  be go o d  at
lea rn in g  and  th in k in g , con sc ien tiously  study  M arxist theories, cspc-
d a lly  the theoretical system  o f  socialism  w ith  Chinese  characteristics, 
focus o n  the standpoints, view p o in ts  and  m ethods o f  these theories, 
and  im p ro ve  th e ir capacity  fo r  strategic, in n o va tive , d ia lectica l, and  
p rin cip led  th in k in g , so that they are able to  co rrectly  judge  contem 
p ora ry  situations, and  rem ain  clear-headed and  determ ined  politica lly. 
T h ey  also need to  enrich  the ir know ledge  o f  various  subjects, im p rove
the ir structure  o f  learn ing , and  accum ulate experiences，so as to  lay  a

solid  foundation  fo r  the  perform ance  o f  the ir duties.
In  addition  to  learn ing , good  offic ia ls  also need to  focus on  prac

tice. ^H earing  is n o t as go o d  as seeing, and  seeing is n o t as go od  as
experiencing.，，6 K n o w le d g e  and  experience  are like  the  tw o  w ings

o f  an eagle, w h ich  can  f ly  h ig h  and  fa r o n ly  i f  it  w ants to  see the 
outside  w orld  and braves storm s. T h e  harsher the  cond itions  and  the
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m ore  the d ifficu lties , the  m ore  an o ffic ia l w ill be tem pered. O ffic ia ls  
should  go  to  the  grassroots to  see the  real situation  and  com m unicate  
w ith  the  people , and then  they w ill be able to  refine  them selves and 
im p ro ve  the ir abilities in  the ir part o f  the  w ork  fo r  re fo rm  and  open
in g  up, stability, and serving  the  people.

G o o d  offic ia ls  need to  be trained  b y  Party organ izations. W e need 
to  focus m ore  on  the  tra in in g  o f  offic ia ls  a long  w ith  the  changes o f  
the  circum stances and  the  developm ent o f  the  cause o f  the  Party  and 
the  people. In  this tra in in g , we m ust pay m ore  attention  to  education  
on  com m itm ent to  the  Party, v irtu e  and  m orality, awareness about the 
P arty^  ultim ate  goal, and sense o f  se rving  the  people. W e also need to 
strengthen  the  tra in in g  o f  offic ia ls  in  practical circum stances to  fac ili
tate th e ir progress. T ra in in g  in  practica l circum stances is n o t a way 
to  get “ g ild ed，”  n o r is it  a rou tin e  process before  p ro m o tio n . I f  this 
is the  case, offic ia ls  w ill n ot devote  them selves w holehearted ly  to  the 
tra in in g  and  w ill n o t keep in  close touch  w ith  the people. T h e  tra in ing  
w ill o n ly  be a show.

M oreove r, we need to  enhance  sup ervis ion  o f  o ffic ia ls ’ conduct 
o n  a regu la r basis. T h e  exercise  o f  pow er w ith o u t su p e rv is io n  w ill 
defin ite ly  lead  to  co rru p tio n . T h is  is an axiom atic  law. I t  is n o t an easy 
process to  tra in  an o ffic ia l, so necessary measures should  be adopted  
to  better m anage and  supervise  offic ia ls  to  keep them  on  the  alert “ as 
i f  they  w ere tread ing  on  th in  ice  o r  standing  on  t^ie edge o f  an abyss.^ 
H eart-to-heart talks w ith  offic ia ls  are needed, so that the ir sh ortcom 
ings are po in ted  out in  tim e, and  th e ir enthusiasm  is encouraged. T h is  
is a go od  trad ition  that we need to  ca rry  on.

T h ird ，h ow  can we ensure offic ia ls ’ go od  perform ance?  T o  em ploy  
go od  offic ia ls  after they are adequately trained  is the key. W h at is the 
purpose  o f  tra in in g  i f  we do  n o t em ploy  good  offic ia ls  o r  do  n o t let 
them  play  the ir role? E m p loym en t o f  a com petent person  w ill attract 
m ore  com petent people, and all the  others w ill take them  as exam ples. 
T h e  k in d  o f  o ffic ia ls  w e  e m p lo y  is a p o litic a l w eathervane  w h ich  
determ ines the  conduct o f  o u r offic ia ls  and  even  the conduct o f  the 
w hole  Party.
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I t  m ust be n oted  tha t som e  loca lities  and  departm ents  are n o t 
adopting  a co rrect approach  to  ap p o in tin g  o ffic ia ls . Som e o p p o rtu 
n istic  o ffic ia ls  w ith  d o u b tfu l in te g rity  and  in s u ffic ie n t p ro fession a l 
com petence  get p rom oted  frequentdy, w hile  those  w h o  devote  them -
selves to  w ork  and  do  n ot b u ild  social connections  fo r  p ro m o tio n  do
n o t have such chances. T h is  has given  rise  to  strong  discontent am ong  
o ffic ia ls  and  the  general p u b lic . P arty  com m ittees  and  o rgan iza tion  
departm ents  at a ll leve ls  need  to  adhere  to  the  p rin c ip le  that the  
Party  shou ld  supervise  the  perform ance  o f  offic ia ls  and  the correct 
approach  to  o ffic ia l appoin tm ent, select offic ia ls  o n  the  basis o f  b oth  
m oral in teg rity  and  professional com petence  w ith  p rio rity  given  to  the 
fo rm e r, try  to  select and  app o in t v irtu o u s  and  com petent people  in  
a tim ely  m anner, and  place them  in  suitable  posts accord ing  to  the ir 
abilities. O n ly  in  this way can go od  and  com petent offic ia ls  be selected 
and em ployed.

T o  em p loy  o ffic ia ls , the  m ost im p o rta n t th in g  is to  kn ow  them . 
I f  we do  n o t kn ow  them  th o ro u gh ly  and  accurately we m ay em ploy  
them  in  an inap prop ria te  way. ^H a v in g  n o  idea  o f  a person^  w eak
ness and strength, the  weak part o f  the strength  o r  the strong  part o f  
the weakness, we have n o  grou n d  fo r  app o in tin g  o r  even tra in in g  that 
person/57 W e cannot judge  an o ffic ia l b y  im pression  o r  personal feel
ing. W e m ust have a go o d  system  and  m ethods to  evaluate o ffic ia ls , 
w ith  reflections  th rough  various  channels, at various  levels and  from  
various  perspectives.

W e  need  to  keep  a close  w atch  o n  o ffic ia ls  and  ob serve  th e ir 
approach  to  m ajor issues, th e ir concern  fo r  the  peop le , th e ir m ora l 
c o n d u c t, th e ir attitu de  tow ards  fam e  and  fo rtu n e , th e ir rea lm  o f  
th o u gh t, th e ir ways o f  h an d lin g  m atters and  results, and  th e ir w o rk  
com petence. T h e  eva lua tion  and  o b se rva tio n  o f  o ffic ia ls  are done  
in  day-to-day w o rk , b u t the  best tim e  is at m ajo r events and  critica l 
m om ents. <cT o  u nd erstand  g o o d  m usic  o n ly  a fte r s in g in g  a th o u 
sand songs; to  fin d  a fine  sw ord  o n ly  after appreciating  a thousand  
sw ords.,,s T h e  p erfo rm an ce  o f  an o ffic ia l is re flected  in  his  w o rk , 
and  his reputation  is gained  fro m  the  pub lic . So we need to  go  to  the
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grassroots  to  hear op in ion s  fro m  the  peop le , and  judge  an o ffic ia ls  
m oral conduct in  “ b ig  events”  as w ell as in  “ sm all m atters.”

T o  e m p lo y  g o o d  o ffic ia ls , we m ust ob serve  th e ir perfo rm an ce  
and m oral conduct on  an ove ra ll, long-term  and log ica l basis. Those  
w h o  are com petent, have d istin ctive  personalities, are ready to  take 
o n  responsib ilities, and  dare to  o ffe n d  som e people  fo r  the  sake o f
u p h o ld in g  princip les  m ay receive  d iffe ren t com m ents. Party organiza-
tions  m ust give  them  a correct evaluation. I t  is also d iffic u lt to  accu
rate ly  assess the  perfo rm an ce  o f  o ffic ia ls . W e need  to  im p ro ve  the 
m ethods and  means o f  assessment. In  the  perform ance  appraisal o f  
offic ia ls , we should  pay equal attention  to  econom ic  grow th  and  the 
orig ina l econom ic  basis, and  to  b oth  tangib le  and in tangib le  achieve
m ents, and  integrate  ind icators  and  achievem ents w ith  regard  to  the 
im provem ent o f  the people ’s liv in g  standards，social progress and  the 
ecolog ica l environ m en t. W e m ust n o  lo n ge r judge  the  perform ance  
o f  offic ia ls  m erely  by G D P  grow th  rates. Som e offic ia ls  tend  to  make 
abrup t decisions, start projects  w ith o u t second  thoughts, and  fina lly  
leave a mess beh ind , but they still get prom oted  w ith o u t being  held  
accountable. W e cannot let it  happen  any m ore. I  have said that we 
need to  im p lem ent responsib ility  systems to  address such issues, and 
h o ld  the relevant offic ia ls  accountable  th roughout the ir life tim e. The  
organ ization  departm ent o f  the  Party  C entra l C om m ittee  should  see 
to  this im m ediately. •

T o  em p lo y  g o o d  o ffic ia ls  we need  to  take a sc ien tific  approach  
and appo in t the rig h t person , at the  rig h t tim e  and  fo r  the rig h t posi
tio n . C urrendy, som e localities  tend  to  appoin t offic ia ls  accord ing  to 
sen iority  o r  fo r seeking  balance rather than  in  accordance  w ith  the ir 
m erits, su itab ility  o r  professiona l abilities. A s  a resu lt, the  appointed  
offic ia ls  fin d  it  d iffic u lt to  p e rfo rm  the ir duties, thus leaving  problem s  
unsolved  and w ork  unaccom plished.

W h at k ind  o f  o ffic ia l to  appo in t and  w hat p ositio n  is suitable  fo r  
h im  shou ld  be part o f  the  considera tion  o f  w o rk  requirem ents. W e 
should  n o t appoint an o ffic ia l sim p ly  because there  is a post, o r  take it
as a means o f  rew ard. “A  go od  horse  can ru n  a long  dangerous paths
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but cannot p lo w  the  fie lds  like  an o x ; a strong  cart can ca rry  heavy
loads b u t cannot cross rive rs  like  a b o a t.”  W e  sh ou ld  have a go o d
sense o f  acqu iring  talented  people  th rough  d iffe ren t channels and  by  
d iffe rent m ethods, treat them  as treasures, and  let them  fu lly  display 
the ir abilities. O n ly  b y  so d o in g  w ill large  num bers o f  go od  offic ia ls  
em erge to  con tribute  the ir w isdom  and  know ledge.

T here  is a phenom enon  that we m ust notice. T o  judge an o ffic ia l

on  his w o rk  perform ance  in  a loca lity  o r  a u n it, people  have the ir ow n  
com m ents, practice  has its  p ro o f, and  leaders are clear in  m in d , but 
the fina l appointm ent is often  n ot accord ing  to  the  actual needs, and
u s u a llyd isa p p o in tsp e o p le .T h e re a so n is th e se lfish n e ss o fso m e le a d -  
in g  o ffic ia ls，“ re la tion sh ip -ism ，，o r  som e “ h idd en  ru les”  that people

dodge  b eh in d . In flu e n c e d  b y  these u nh ea lth y  facto rs , o ffic ia ls  are 
no  lon ge r appointed  on  th e ir m erits but b y  favo ritism  o r b y  seeking 
personal g^in . O ffic ia ls  and  the  pub lic  abhor this practice  ve ry  m uch, 
so we should  m ake resolute  e ffo rts  to  change it  and m ake it  a clean 

process.

N o tes

1 See note 8, p. 68.
2 Sima Guang: H is to r ic a l  E v e n ts  R e to ld  a s  a  M i r r o r  f o r  G o v e r n m e n t (Z/ Z h i  T o n g ] ia n ) .  

Sima Guang (1019-1086) was a minister and historian in the Northern Song Dynasty. 
This monumental work was China^ first comprehensive history in the form  o f a 
chronicle.

3 Jin  Ying: A  C o lle c tio n  o f  M a x im s  ( G e  Y a n  U a n  B i) .
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7 Wei Yuan: T r e a tis e  o n  S c h o la r s h ip  a n d  P o li tic s  (M o  G u ) .

8 Liu X ie: C a r v in g  a  D r a g o n  w ith  a  L i t e r a r y  M i n d  { W e n  X i n  D ia o  L o n ^ ) . Liu X ie  
(c. 465-c. 532) was a literary critic during the Southern Dynasties. C a r v in g  a  D r a g o n  

m th  a  L i te r a r y  M i n d  is a work on literary theory in ancient China.
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Man of the People

P r o f i l e  o f  X i  J i n p i n g ,  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  C P C

I t  was a pleasant early m o rn in g  on  D ecem ber 8, 2012  in  a verdant 
park  know n  as Lianhuashan  (Lotus F low er M ountain) in  Shenzhen, in  
south  C h ina ’s G uan gdon g  P rovince . T h e  park  was n o t cordoned  o ff  
to  the  public . T here  was n o  red  carpet, n o r w ere there people  w aving  
w elcom ing  banners. N o n e  o f  the  early risers, d o in g  the ir usual m o rn 
in g  exercises, w ere expecting  to  encounter a notable  figure.

A  m iddle-aged  m an  in  a dark  suit and  an open-necked  w hite  sh irt 
la id  a w reath  at a statue o f  the late C hinese  leader D en g  X ia o p in g . 
T h en  he circu lated  am ong  the  crow d , engaging  in  casual conversa
tion .

T h e  v is ito r was X i Jin p in g , elected  general secretary o f  the  C P C  
C entral C om m ittee  o n ly  24  days previously.

D u rin g  his v is it to  G uangdong, X i called  on  the  entire  Party and 
all o f  the  people  o f  C hina  to  continue  supporting  the path  o f  re fo rm  
and open ing  up, and  focus on  pursu ing  re fo rm  in  a m ore  system atic, 
in tegrated  and  coo rd in a ted  way. H e  vow ed  that there  w ou ld  be  no  
slow dow n  in  re fo rm  and  open ing  up.

In  his firs t v is it outside  B e ijin g  as the  top  C P C  leader, X i w ent 
to  G u an gdon g  -  the  w e llsp rin g  o f  C h in a ’s re fo rm  and  op en in g  up， 
fo llo w in g  the route  D eng  had  taken 20  years earlier, w hen  the cou n try  
found  itse lf at a crossroads.

M edia  re p o rts  ch a ra c te rize d  X i as a lead er w h o  has breathed  
fresh  life  in to  the  c o u n try^  p o litics , com m itted  to  re fo rm  and  op en 
in g  up, and  dete rm ined  to  lead  the  n ation  in  re a liz in g  the  C hinese  
D ream .

X i, w ho  was elected to  his new  ro le  at the  F irst Plenary  Session o f  
the 18th  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  on  N o vem b er 15, 2012, is the first
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top  Party  leader to  have been  b o rn  after 1949, the  year the People’s
R epub lic  o f  C hina  (PRC) was founded.

H e  n ow  leads the  91-year-o ld  C P C ，the  w o rld ’s largest p o litica l
party  w ith  m ore  than  82 m illio n  m em bers, as it  rules ove r C hina , the 
w o rld ’s second  largest econom y.

T h e  w hole  co u n try  and  the  w o rld  beyond  are w atch ing  X i w ith  
interest and  expectations:

—H o w  w ill he lead the  C P C  to  better serve the people?
— H o w  w ill he lead  C h in a5s 1.3  b illio n  people  to  b u ild  a m oder

ately prosperous  society in  all respects by  the centenary o f  the C P C  in  
2021? F urthe rm ore , how  w ill he lead  the  people  to  achieve the  goal o f  
b u ild in g  a m odern  socialist cou n try  that is prosperous, strong, dem o- 
cratic , cu ltu m lly  advanced  and  h arm on ious  b y  the  centenary  o f  the 
P R C  in  2049?

— H o w  w ill he lead  the  c o u n try  to  m ake its  due c o n trib u tio n  to  
w o rld  peace and  developm ent?

A s  he m et the press on  N o ve m b e r 15, rig h t after the  c losing  o f  
the  firs t p len um , X i sum m ed  up  the  C P C ^  m iss io n  as co m p ris in g  
three  responsib ilities  -  to  the  n ation , to  the people  and  to  the Party.

A d v o c a te  o f  th e  C h in e s e  D r e a m

<4T h e  people  aspire to  a decent life  — that is w hat we are figh tin g  
fo r,^  rem arked  X i to  the  press in  his firs t p ub lic  speech as C P C  gener
al secretary.

S h o rtly  after taking  o ffice , X i and  the  oth e r six m em bers o f  the 
S tan d in g  C o m m itte e  o f  the  P o litic a l B ureau  o f  the  C P C  C e n tra l 
C om m ittee  vis ited  the  e xh ib itio n  “ T h e  R oad  to  R ejuvenation”  at the 
N a tio n a l M useum  o f  C h in a . T h e  d isp lay  illu stra ted  the  huge  cha l
lenges C h in a  has surm ounted  o n  the  road  to  n ation a l re v iva l since 
1840.

“ N ow adays, everyone  is ta lk in g  about the  C hinese  D re a m ，’’ he 
noted. ‘‘In  m y  view ，rea lizing  the  renew al o f  the Chinese  nation  is the 
greatest dream  in  m odern  h istory.>,
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T o  achieve  th is  g o a l, X i  has c la rifie d  h is  p o s itio n  o n  va rio u s  
aspects o f  the cou n try ’s developm ent:

- O n  econom ic developm ent X i opposes b lind  focus on  grow th，and 
upholds the princip le  o f  balanced and coordinated  developm ent, w hich  
seeks sustainability in  term s o f  both  resources and the environm ent.

- O n  p o litic a l deve lop m en t, he stresses the  idea  that a ll pow er
belongs to  the people，and calls fo r  active and  steady p o litica l re fo rm
w h ile  keeping  to  the  path  o f  socialism  w ith  Chinese  characteristics. 
H e  also stresses the  ru le  o f  law  and  exercising  state pow er in  accor
dance w ith  the C on stitu tion .

- O n  cu ltu ra l deve lop m en t, he aspires to  deve lop  hum an  talent 
and foster a Chinese  national sp irit, especially as typ ified  by  the  w ords 
o f  the  national anthem : <cW e w ill use o u r flesh  and  b lo o d  to  b u ild  ou r 
new  G reat W all.”

- O n  social developm ent, he stresses that we m ust be fu lly  aware o f  
the fact that we are in  the prim ary  stage o f  socialism . W e should  make
continuous efforts  to  ensure and im prove  the people’s standard o f  liv in g
through  econom ic  developm ent. H e  also supports b u ild ing  a harm on i
ous society and realizing  a good  life  fo r  the people  based on  hard  w ork, 
w hile  taking  in to  consideration  the cou n try^  actual circum stances. H e
calls fo r jo in t efforts  from  all sectors in  b u ild ing  a harm onious society.

— O n  eco log ica l progress, he  em phasizes a n ation a l strategy  o f  
resource  c o n se rva tio n , e n v iro n m e n ta l p ro te c tio n  and  sustainable  
developm ent.

F ro m  the  Loess Plateau  in  the  n orthw est to  the  southeast coast 
o f  C hina , fro m  distant localities to  the central leadership, X i has had 
a w ell-rounded  p o litica l career and  has developed  a deep understand
in g  o f  the  con d ition s  o f  his  c o u n try  and  its  people . X i w orked  fo r  
decades in  several localities, in c lud in g  Shanghai and  the provinces  o f
Shaanxi, H eb e i，Fujian  and  Z h ejiang  as a P arty  o r  governm ent o ff i
cial， as w ell as a p eriod  spent serving  in  the  arm y, before  he came to

B e ijing  to  chair the rou tine  w ork  o f  the C P C  Secretariat.
H e  was fu lly  aware o f  the  im portance  o f  strengthening  the  Party 

and regularly em phasized  that the Party m ust discipline  itse lf according
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to  strict standards. U n der h im , a num ber o f  intra-P arty  rules and regu
lations  were enacted. H e  has repeatedly stressed that the  Party  must 
supervise  its ow n  conduct and ru n  itse lf w ith  strict discip line . A t  the 
firs t grou p  study session o f  the new  P olitica l Bureau, he said, ^W orm s

can o n ly  g ro w  in  som eth ing  ro tten .” 1 “A  large  num ber o f  facts have
proved  that c o rru p tio n  is now  raging; i f  it  is n o t curbed  o u r Party  and
cou n try  w ill surely be doom ed. W e m ust keep on  h igh  alert.”

X i pays great attention  to  investigation , h o ld in g  that, ^investigation

shou ld  be carried  ou t th ro u g h o u t the  decis ion-m aking  process.，，H e
has also stressed that all offic ia ls  should  go  to  the grassroots com m u
nities  and  fin d  o u t w hat the  p eop le  th in k  and  w ant, and  so lve  the 
problem s  the people  are m ost concerned  w ith .

B eginn ing  in  2008, he served  as the head o f  the leading  group  in  
charge o f  the nationw ide  study and im p lem entation  o f  the Scientific  
O u tlo o k  o n  D eve lopm ent w ith in  the  Party. T h is  18-m onth  program  
helped  bu ild  consensus behind  the Scientific  O u tlo o k  on  D evelopm ent 
on  the part o f  the w hole  Party and the coun try  at large, and make the 
concept a d riv in g  force  fo r econom ic  and social developm ent.

H e  also led  a g ro u p  o f  people  in  d ra ftin g  the  17th  C P C  C entral 
C om m ittees  rep o rt to  the 18th  C P C  N ationa l Congress as w ell as the 
am endm ent to  the C P C  C on stitu tion , both  o f  w hich  were adopted  at 
the congress and have becom e  im p ortan t guidelines fo r  C h ina^  future.

X i has had a connection  w ith  the  arm ed  forces since his early days. 
A fte r  graduating  from  university, he w orked  at the G enera l O ffic e  o f  
the C entral M ilita ry  C om im ssion  (C M C ) o f  the  C P C  fo r  three  years, a 
job  that gave h im  a deep affection  fo r  the arm ed  forces.

In  the  fo llo w in g  years he served  con cu rren tly  as P arty  c h ie f fo r 
m ilita ry  subareas in  addition  to  h o ld in g  his Party and governm ent titles. 
In  the course o f  this, he became fam iliar w ith  grassroots m ilita ry  affairs.

H e  becam e  C M C  v ice  cha irm an  in  2010  and  was nam ed  C M C  
c h a irm a n  at the  F irs t  P le n a ry  S ession  o f  the  1 8th  C P C  C e n tra l 
C om m ittee  in  N ovem ber 2012.

X i is also fam ilia r w ith  issues related  to  H o n g  K o n g , M acao and 
Taiw an. H is  17-year service  in  Fujian  gave h im  a deep understanding
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o f  Taiw an  and  enterprises fro m  Taiw an. T h e  firs t Taiw an  cham ber 
o f  com m erce  o n  the  m ain land  was established  in  X iam en  w hen  he 
w orked  in  Fujian. H e  solved  m any problem s  fo r  people  from  Taiw an,
and  has subsequently been  seen as a “ good  frien d  by  m any o f  them .

A s  a m em ber o f  the  central leadership, X i was in  charge o f  H o n g  
K o n g  and M acao affairs. H e  helped  w ork  ou t a num ber o f  im p ortan t 
policies  on  the  lon g-term  stab ility  and  p ro sp erity  o f  the  tw o  special 
adm inistrative  regions.

In  2008  and  2009, w hen  H o n g  K o n g  and  M acao were seriously h it 
by  the  in ternationa l financia l crisis, X i visited  b o th  regions to  show  his 
sup p ort. H e  encouraged  the  loca l peop le , saying, <£T h ere  are always 
m ore  m eans than  d ifficu ltie s  as lo n g  as we have a firm  resolve. In  
2012, w hen  he talked  to  deputies to  the N P C  and  the Chinese Peopled
P o litic a l C on su lta tive  C on fe ren ce  (C P P C C ) fro m  H o n g  K o n g  and  
M acao at the an n u a l“ tw o  sessions，’’2 he quoted  a line  from  a classic: “ I f  
b ro thers  are o f  the  same m in d ，th e ir edge can  cut th rough  m etal，’’

to  call on  the  people  o f  H o n g  K o n g  and  M acao to  stick together to  
strive  fo r  a better life .

In  2008  X i was tasked w ith  heading  the  preparations fo r B e ijin g^  
m uch-3 .nticipa.tcd 2008  O lym p ic  G am es and  the  subsecjuent Paralym 
pics, playing  a key ro le  in  C h in a^  hosting  o f  these great events.

R egard in g  the People  as Parents

X i has expressed  his  deep  regard  fo r  the  people  o n  m any occa
sions: uT h e  im portance  o f  the people  in  the  m inds  o f  offic ia ls  deter-
mines the im portance  o f  o ffic ia ls  in  the  m inds  o f  the  people . H is

love  fo r  the  people  stems fro m  his unique  upbring ing .
T h o u g h  son  o f  X i Z h o n g xu n , a C o m m u n ist re vo lu tio n a ry  and  

fo rm e r vice  prem ier, X i J in p in g Js you th  was n o t spent in  com fo rt.
B eginn ing  in  1962, w hen  his father was w ronged  and disgraced, X i 

experienced  tough  tim es. D u rin g  the C u ltu ra l R evo lu tion  he suffered  
p u b lic  h u m ilia tio n  and  h un ge r, experienced  hom elessness and  was 
even held  in  custody on  one  occasion.



480
T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  o f  C h in a

A t  the  age o f  16 he volunteered  to  live  and w ork  in  a sm all village

nam ed  Liangjiahe  in  Yanchuan  C ou n ty  in  northw est C h in a ’s Shaanxi
P rovince  as an “ educated you th .”

T h a t area, p art o f  the Loess Plateau, was w here  the  C om m unist 
revolu tionaries, in c lud in g  his father, had  risen  to  found  the  PR C .

L ife  there  was tough  fo r  an urban  you th . In  the  b eg in n in g , fleas 
trou b led  h im  so bad ly  he cou ld  h ard ly  sleep. In  the  Shaanxi co u n try
side, he had  to  do  all sorts o f  hard  la b o r -  c a rry in g  m anure, hau ling  
a coal ca rt, fa rm in g , and  b u ild in g  dykes. H e  was able  to  w alk  fo r  5 
km  o n  a m o un ta in ou s  path  w ith  tw o  d a n g lin g  baskets fille d  w ith
a lm ost 100  kg  o f  w heat o n  a sh ou lde r-po le . L oca ls  ca lled  h im  ((a 
tough  boy.”

A s  tim e  passed, the  tou gh  w o rk  becam e  easier. X i g rew  in to  a 
capable  and  h a rd -w o rk in g  yo u n g  m an  in  the  eyes o f  the  villagers. 
T h ro u gh  ga in ing  the ir trust, he was elected viUage Party chief.

H e  led  the  farm ers to  re in force  the  rive r bank  in  the slack season 
o f  w in te r in  a b id  to  p reven t eros ion , organ ized  a smaU cooperative  
o f  blacksm iths in  the village  to  m ake fa rm in g  too ls, and b u ilt a m eth
ane tank  fo r  gathering  cook in g  gas, the  firs t in  landlocked  Shaanxi.

O n  one  occasion  he was awarded a m o torized  tricycle  after being

nam ed  a “ m odel educated you th .”  H ow ever, he exchanged  the  tricycle
fo r  a w a lk in g  tra cto r, a f lo u r  m illin g  m ach ine, a w heat w in n o w in g  
m achine  and a w ater pum p  to  benefit the villagefs.

A lth o u g h  he d id  n o t attend  schoo l, X i never stopped  reading. H e

b rou ght a case o f  books  to  the  village  and，as recalled  b y  villagers  o f
Liangjiahe, he was always "read ing  books  as th ick  as bricks  w hile  herd
in g  sheep on  m ounta in  slopes o r  under a kerosene lam p  at n igh t.>,

H e  fo rm ed  close ties w ith  the  villagers  d u rin g  his seven years in  
the  p ro vin ce . A fte r  being  recom m ended  fo r  enro llm en t at Tsinghua  
U n ive rs ity  in  1975 aU the villagers  Uned up  to  b id  h im  fareweH, and a 
dozen  young  m en  w alked  m ore  than  30  km  to  accom pany h im  to  the 
county  seat fo r  his trip  back to  B eijing.

X i has never fo rgo tte n  the  village rs  o f  his Shaanxi hom e. E ve n  
after he le ft, he helped  the  village  get access to  electric  pow er, bu ild
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a bridge , and renovate  a p rim ary  school. W h en  he was Party  ch ie f o f  
F uzh ou  C ity  he returned  to  the village , calling  o n  people  d o o r to  door. 
H e  gave  som e  m oney  to  sen ior v illa g e rs , and  p ro v id e d  sch o o lch il
dren  w ith  new  schoolbags, school suppUes and  alarm  clocks. W h en  a 
fa rm er friend  g o t sick, X i, then  a senior p ro v in c ia l o ffic ia l o f  Fujian, 
b ro u gh t h im  to  Fujian  at X i's  ow n  expense fo r  better m edical treat-

m eat.
Years o f  to ilin g  alongside  the  villagers allow ed  h im  to  get to  know  

the countryside  and farm ers w ell. X i has said that the tw o  groups o f  
people  w h o  gave h im  the  greatest help  in  his life  w ere revo lu tion a ry  
veterans and  the  fo lk  from  the Shaanxi village  w here  he once lived.

He arrived at the village as a s ligh tly  lo s t teenager and  le ft as a

22-year-old  m an  determ ined  to  do  som eth ing  fo r  the  people.
X i's  affection  fo r  the  com m on  people  in fluenced  h im  in  a num ber 

o f  critica l decisions. In  the  1980s, w hen  m any o f  his contem poraries 
opted  to  do  business o r  w ent to  study abroad, X i  gave up  a co m fo rt
able o ffice  job  in  B e ijin g  and  w ent to  w o rk  as deputy  secretary o f  the 
Party  com m ittee  o f  the  sm all and  poverty-stricken  county  o f  Zheng- 
d in g  in  n o rth  C h in a^  H ebei P rovince . In  1981 the  annual per capita 
incom e  o f  this coun ty  was less than  R M B 150 . A t  firs t loca l people  
doubted  this young  man's ability. X i lived  in  his o ffice , and  had  meals 
at the  canteen. H e  was often  seen chatting  w ith  people  whHe having  
a sim ple  m eal under a tree. Frequently  he rode  a bicycle  to  villages to
find out how the f a r m e r s  f a i r e d .  T h u s  he w on  the  loca l people  s  trust.

In  1988 he becam e Party  secretary o f  N ingd e  Prefecture  in  south
east China's Fujian  P rovin ce , one  o f  the  p oorest parts o f  the coun try  

at that tim e.
T h e  needs o f  the  people  w eighed  heavy on  X iJs heart, and  visits  to  

grassroots units w ere  a regular part o f  his schedule.
D u rin g  his tenure  at N in gd e  he often  traveled  fo r  days on  m oun 

tain  roads to  reach  the  farthest corners  o f  the  prefecture. T h e  roads 
were so rough  that he had  to  take breaks on  the  way to  ease the  pain  
in  his back. H e  once  w alked  fo r  nearly five  hours  on  a rugged  m oun
tain  road  to  get to  a village  caUed X iadang , w hich  was n ot accessible
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b y  highw ay. T h ere  he received  a w arm  w elcom e  fro m  the  villagers, 
w h o  said that X i was the highest-ranking  o ffic ia l w h o  had  ever come 
to  the  village.

H e  also helped  thousands o f  farm ers in  N ingd e  renovate  d ilap i
dated thatched  huts, and b u ilt houses fo r fisherm en  w h o  used to  live  
on  boats.

W h en  w o rk in g  as P arty  secretary  o f  F u zh o u , cap ita l o f  Fujian  
P ro v in c e , he to o k  the  lead  in  the  c o u n try  in  estab lish ing  a system  
fo r  offic ia ls  to  m eet petitioners  face to  face. H e  in troduced  the same 
system  in  other places w here  he served  later.

A t  one  p o in t he and  o th e r sen io r o ffic ia ls  in  F u zh o u  m et w ith
m ore  than  700 petitioners  in  tw o  days, and  solved  m any  o f  the ir p ro b 
lem s on  the spot o r  set a tim e  lim it to  fin d  solutions.

B efore  Chinese  N ew  Year in  2005, w hile  w o rk in g  in  east C hina^  
Z h ejiang  P rovin ce , he vis ited  a coal m ine  nam ed  C hangguang, w ent 
dow n  nearly  1,000  m  u nd erg ro u nd , then  w alked  m ore  than  1,500  m  
a long  a narrow  and  inc lined  shaft to  v is it m iners and see th e ir w ork in g  
conditions.

X i also  attaches great im p o rta n ce  to  c o m m u n ica tio n  w ith  the 
people  v ia  news m edia. H e  co n trib u te d  m any  articles  to  a p op u la r 
co lum n  o f  Zhejiang Daily, using  the  pen  nam e Z h e  X in . In  his 232  arti
cles, he discussed everyday prob lem s  o f  interest to  o rd in a ry  people. 
H is  w ritings  were ve ry  p op u la r and  people  praised  h im  as <cusing  plain  
w ords to  discuss b ig  problem s.”

A  m ild  p e rs o n , X i  is  v e ry  to u g h  in  d is c ip lin in g  o ffic ia ls  and  
p reven tin g  them  from  acting  against the interests o f  the p ub lic . In  an 
investigation  in to  illega l h ousing  con struction  by  offic ia ls  in  N ingd e , 
he grew  angry  and  pounded  the  table as he asked, <cW ill we offend  a 
few  hundred  offic ia ls , o r  w ill we fa il m illion s  o f  people?,J A  num ber 
o f  offic ia ls  in  Z hejiang  were punished  fo r  irregu la r conduct d u rin g  his 
tenure.

X i is a m an  o f  com passion. O n  each Chinese  N ew  Year he sends 
greetings to  his teachers. H e  p ro vid ed  the  o n ly  car o f  the  Z h en gd in g  
P arty  C om m ittee  fo r  the  use b y  w ar veterans, and  b u ilt a c lin ic  and
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a club  especially fo r  them . W h en  in  F u zh o u , he supported  ch ild ren  
fro m  p o o r fam ilies to  go  to  school w ith  m oney  fro m  his ow n  pocket.

H is  w o rk  sty le  e a rn ed  h im  th e  n ickn am e  ''S e c re ta ry  o f  the  

People.”
^ O ff ic ia ls  sh o u ld  lo ve  the  p e o p le  in  the  w ay  th e y  lo ve  th e ir

parents，w ork  fo r  the ir benefit and lead them  to  prosperity，’’ he once

said.

Leader with Foresight

X i  regu la rly  show s a stro ng  sense o f  re sp o n s ib ility  tow ards the 
fu tu re  o f  the  n a tio n  and  has declared  h is  d e te rm in a tio n  to  press
forw ard  w ith  re fo rm  and  open ing  up.

T h ro u gh o u t his p o litica l career his foresigh t and  resolve  have been 
apparent, as w ell as his w illingness to  sacrifice  personal gain  and  tran
sient fam e fo r  a greater cause.

W h en  w o rk in g  in  X iam en , a coastal c ity  in  Fujian  and  one  o f  the 
special developm ent zones  in  C h in a , he to o k  charge  o f  dra ftin g  the 
Social and  E co n o m ic  D eve lop m en t Strategy o f  X iam en  1985-2000, 
w hich  la id  a so lid  found ation  fo r  the  c ityJs urban  p lann ing  and  future  
econ om ic  deve lop m en t. H e  was p u t in  charge  o f  fin anc ia l re fo rm , 
and served  as head o f  an adm in istrative  b o d y  o f  the special develop
m ent zone. U n d er his leadership, a num ber o f  policies and measures 
to  advance the  re fo rm  and  op en in g  up  o f  X iam en  were enacted. X i 
was active in  enabUng X iam en  to  be Usted as a ucity  specificaUy desig
nated  in  the  state p lan；> w h ich  was approved  and  benefited  the  city
lon g  after he had  le ft the  province .

W hen  w o rk in g  in  Z h en gd in g , H ebei P rovin ce , he saw a potentia l 
business o p p o rtu n ity  w hen  he learned  that the  crew  o f  A  Dream of 

Ked Mansions^ a p op u la r classic n ove l-tu rn ed -T V  dram a, was lo o k in g  

fo r  a film in g  location .
H e  proposed  b u ild in g  in  Z h en gd in g  a large  residential com pound ,

known as the “Rong Mansion，，， that featured in the  novel. T h e

com p oun d , w hich  was used fo r  T V  sh oo tin g , later becam e a tou ris t
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attraction. T ourist incom e  fro m  the R on g  M ansion  exceeded R M B 10  
m illio n  the  year it  was com pleted , m ore  than  paying  back the  in itia l 
in ve stm e n t. T h e  site  has been  used  as the  set fo r  m o re  than  170 
m ovies and T V  dram as, w ith  up  to  1.3 m illio n  tourists every  year.

In  F u zh ou , after intense deliberation , he and his colleagues devised 
the  F u zh o u  T h ree-, E ig h t- , and  Tw enty-year D eve lop m en t Strategy. 
A ll the m ain  targets set b y  the  strategy w ere achieved  on  tim e, and a 
num ber o f  enterprises that w ere set up  o r  b rou ght to  F u zh ou  w hen  
X i served  there  rem ain  in d u s try  leaders today, p la y in g  a sign ifican t 
ro le  in  the c ity ’s developm ent ove r the  past tw o  decades.

W o rk in g  as F u jian  g o ve rn o r, he was the  firs t in  the  c o u n try  to  
launch  a cam paign  to  crack  dow n  on  fo o d  wastage and  ensure food  
security.

In  1999 he too k  the lead  in  p u ttin g  forw ard  the idea  o f  im p ro v in g  
IT  in frastructu re  and  in tro d u c in g  in fo rm a tio n  techno logy  to  help  the 
p ub lic . In  2010  Fujian  becam e the  firs t p ro vin ce  in  C h ina  w here  all 
hospitals w ere linked  b y  com puter netw orks, and d ig ita l m edical cards 
were issued to  everyone  fo r  m edical care.

In  2002  Fujian  launched  the re fo rm  o f  the collective  forest p ro p 
erty  rig h t system , the firs t o f  its k in d  in  the country.

A lso , d u rin g  X i^  tenure, Fujian  was am ong  the  firs t provinces  in  
C hina  to  adopt special polic ies  to  restore  the ecolog ica l balance and 
p ro tect the  environm ent. T h is  has m ade Fujiaa  the  p rovin ce  w ith*the  
best w ater and  air quality, as w ell as the best ecology  and  environm ent 
in  the  country.

In  2002  X i was transferred  to  Zhejiang  P rovince , one  o f  the  m ost 
econom ica lly  developed  provinces  in  C hina. T here  X i m ade extensive  
fa ct-fin d in g  trip s  and  in  2003  fo rm u la ted  and  p u t in to  practice  the 
strategy o f  ''m a k in g  fu ll use o f  e ight advantages and  im p lem en tin g  
eight m ajo r m easures，” 4 lay ing  a so lid  fou nd ation  fo r  the  p ro v in c e ’s 
future  developm ent.

H e  in itia ted  loca l industria l restructu ring , tran sfo rm in g  the  p ro v 
ince  s extensive  and  in e ffic ien t grow th  m odel, and encouraged  leading  
enterprises from  outside  the p rovin ce  to  invest in  Zhejiang.
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In  a d d itio n , he p ro po sed  a deve lop m en t m ode  that w o u ld  give  
equal weight: to  b o th  m anufacturing  and  com m erce，a m ode  particu-
la rly  suited  to  the  lo ca l co n d itio n s  in  Z h ejiang . H e  also  supported
local com panies，effo rts  to  expand  overseas，as w ell as business start
ups b y  ord in a ry  citizens.

A t  the  same tim e  he encouraged  coop era tio n  betw een  Z h ejiang  
and  neigh bo rin g  Shanghai and  Jiangsu, in  o rd e r to  tap the ir potentia l 
and  b u ild  an integrated  econom ic  pow erhouse.

In  2 0 0 4 , u n d e r X i^  lea d e rsh ip , Z h e jia n g  m ade  an  attem p t to  
im p ro ve  com m unity-leve l dem ocracy. V illages  set up  special com m it
tees to  supervise  the  v illa g e  P arty  com m ittees  and  ad m in is tra tive  
com m ittees  o n  p u b lic  a ffa irs , a m ove  tha t was w e lcom ed  b y  the  
pub lic .

V illa ge  supervis ion  com m ittees, w hich  sprang  fro m  the Zhejiang
m odel, were later in troduced  in  an am endm ent to  the  O rgan ic  Law  o f  
V illage rs , Com m ittees in  2010  b y  the  N P C  Standing  C om m ittee , the 
top  Chinese  legislature.

X i  ca lled  o n  the  p eo p le  o f  Z h e jia n g  to  re ly  o n  them selves  in  
deve lop ing  the loca l econom y. H e  was fu lly  aware that the  people  o f  
Z hejiang  w ere business-m inded, and  had  a p ro u d  trad ition  o f  ru n n in g  
businesses. G ive n  that Z h ejiang  lacked  natural resources, people  had  
to  w o rk  harder and  fin d  opportun ities  in  oth er places such as Shang
hai and  Jiangsu. A  num ber o f  m easures taken  under X i^  leadership  
enorm ously  p rom oted  the social and  econom ic  developm ent n o t o n ly  
in  Z hejiang  but also the  w hole  area o f  the Y angtze  R ive r D elta  .

Shanghai was X i5s last loca l post b efo re  he was prom oted  to  the 
centra l leadersh ip . D esp ite  a re la tive ly  sh o rt te rm  in  the  c o u n try  s 
financia l hub, he le ft his m ark  b y  p ro m o tin g  the econom ic  in tegration  
o f  the Yangtze  R ive r D elta  and  enhancing  Shanghai^ lead ing  ro le  in  
the region.

X i added  ''en ligh ten ed , sagacious, open-m inded  and  m odest?, to  
the o ffic ia l w ord in g  o f  the  Shanghai C ity  M o tto , w hich  p reviously  had  
sim p ly  read ^inclusive  and  sublim e.55 T h is  was intended  to  capture  the 
essence o f  the  city. M edia  in  Shanghai noted  that these m odifications



486 T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  o f  C h in a

helped  better present Shanghai to  the  rest o f  the  w orld . T h e  changes 
also attracted  attention  fro m  fu rth e r afield.

Only by H ard  Work Can We Get to the Fore

uE m p ty  ta lk  harm s the  coun try , w hile  hard  w o rk  makes it  flo u r
i s h , X i  rem arked  d u rin g  his  v is it  to  ccT h e  R oad  to  R e ju ve n a tio n ,5 
exh ib ition  in  B eijing  on  the  15th  day after being  elected as the  C P C 5s 
new  helm sm an.

T o  p u t uhard  w o rk?, in  place, X i presided  ove r a m eeting  o f  the 
P olitica l Bureau  o f  the  C P C  C entra l C om m ittee  that adopted  <cE ig h t 
R ules”  to  im p ro ve  the  P arty ’s con du ct and  its  ties w ith  the  people. 
T h e  rules include  m ore  contact w ith  the p ub lic , trave ling  lig h t w ith  a 
sm all entourage, using  fewer tra ffic  contro ls, shorten ing  m eetings and 
speeches，and practic ing  econom y. T h e  new  rules have elicited  a posi- 
tive  response b oth  at hom e  and abroad.

aO n ly  b y  hard  w o rk  can we get to  the fore ,,J he once  com m ented. 
H e  dem ands concrete  effo rts  to  tackle issues that affect people  m ost. 
H e  believes that w ith o u t hard  w o rk  the  best b lu e p rin t w ill be o f  no

W hen  he served in  Z h en gd in g  C ounty, X i said that develop ing  its 
hum an  resources was the key to  p overty  reduction  and local econom ic 
deve lop m en t. H e  in v ite d  pro fession a ls  to  the  cou n ty  and  drew  up  
recru itm ent advertisem ents fo r talented people  from  across the country.

O n  a w in ter^  day in  1983 he traveled  to  Shijiazhuang, the  p ro v in 
cial seat o f  H ebei, to  in vite  an expert in  m edicinal cosm etics to  w ork  in  
Zhengding. W ith o u t a fu ll address fo r  the expert, he w ent from  d o or 
to  d o o r asking  fo r help, and fin a lly  found  him  that evening  b y  shout
in g  his nam e in  the street near his hom e. X i and the expert talked  until 
m idn ight, and the m an  fin a lly  accepted the offer. H e  later created m ore  
than  R M B 300,000  in  revenues fo r  the county  in  his firs t year.

T h at same year X i decided  to  pub lish  a docum ent lis tin g  nine  ways 
to  re c ru it talented  p eop le , som eth ing  that was rare  at the  tim e  and  
becam e a front-page  sto ry  in  the Hebei Daily, H e  w rote  m ore  than  100
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letters to  experts and  scholars, as w ell as to  colleges and  research in s ti
tutions, and  paid  visits  to  dozens o f  experts. W ith in  tw o  years, Z h en g
d ing  attracted  683 professionals  and  h ired  53 w ell-know n  experts as 
econom ic  counselors.

Together w ith  his colleague  L ii Y u lan，then  deputy  Party secretary 
o f  Z h en gd in g , and  in  the  face o f  strong  op p o s itio n , X i to ld  superior 
au thorities  about the  excessive  b urd en  faced  b y  the  co u n ty  due  to  
com p u lso ry  g ra in  purchases. T h e  issue was eventually  reso lved  and  
the heavy burden  on  the  loca l people  was lifted .

In  N ingd e , X i was also pragm atic  and  realistic. H e  pooled  resourc
es to  encourage  cu ltivation  o f  the  large  ye llow  croaker, a local special
ty, and  thereby greatly  increased  the  incom e  o f  loca l fisherm en.

H e  also ordered  Party and governm ent offices  to  be easily accessi
ble  to  the people. W hen  serving  in  F u zh ou , he advocated the princip le  
o f  “ special procedures  fo r  special issues, and  do  th ings  rig h t away”  
to  make governm ent agencies m ore  efficient. T h is  princip le  attracted 
num erous com panies from  Taiw an, and helped  boost the local econo
my. In  1992 he to o k  the lead in  the coun try  to  apply  the m anagem ent 
m ode  o f  fo re ign -fu n d ed  enterprises  to  12 large  and  m edium -sized  
state-owned enterprises as a p ilo t project. H e  also proposed  the com p i
lation  o f  tw o  handbooks on  governm ent w ork , help ing  local residents 
and overseas businesspeople in  the ir w o rk  and  daily  life.

In  2000  X i  lau n ch ed  an  in itia tiv e  th ro u g h o u t F u jia n  to  m ake  
governm ent agencies m ore  effic ien t. H e  proposed  changes in  go ve rn 
m ent functions  and  procedures to  reduce the  am ount o f  docum enta
tio n  that requ ired  governm ent approval. B y  the  end  o f  2001 n o  less 
than  606 item s had  been  elim inated  -  m ore  than  4 0 %  o f  the total.

In  2001 Fu jian  becam e the  firs t p ro v in ce  in  C h ina  to  fo rm u late  
and  im p lem ent a p o lic y  aim ed  at m aking  govern m en t affairs pub lic . 
D etailed  im p lem entation  rules w ere m ade to  require  all counties, cities 
and districts in  the  p rovin ce  to  m ake the ir adm inistrative  w ork  trans
parent. A  w arn ing  system  was established  to  tighten  oversight ove r all 
go ve rn m en t agencies. In  a d d itio n , a p erfo rm an ce  com p la in t center
was set up  so that people  cou ld  vo ice  the ir criticism s  and suggestions.
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In  A ugust 2002  X i published  an article  in  a m ajor national newspa
per o n  the  <cJin jia n g  experience/J w h ich  advocated  m arket-orientated  
developm ent, stressed the  ro le  o f  loca l advantages, called  fo r im p ro ve
m ent o f  governm ent services, and  em phasized  the im portance  o f  the 
private  econom y  in  the developm ent o f  the  county. A ls o  in  2002, he 
pub lished  another a rtic le  p u b lic iz in g  N a n p in g  C ity ’s experience  o f  
sending  offic ia ls  and  technicians to  w o rk  in  villages. T h is  practice  was 
later extended  from  N an p in g  th roughout the provin ce , enhancing  ties 
betw een  offic ia ls  and  farm ers, and  h elp in g  offic ia ls  to  becom e  m ore  
oriented  tow ards grassroots results.

In  Z h ejiang , X i stressed p ro v in c ia l deve lopm ent in  the  fie lds o f  
p u b lic  security, the  e n v iro n m e n t, cu ltu re , the  ru le  o f  law  and  the  
m arine  econom y.

T o  achieve  these goals he carried  o u t in d iv id u a l case studies and 
attended  to  general planning . In  o rd e r to  understand  how  in d iv id u a l 
loca lities  w ere  affected  b y  p ro v in c ia l polic ies  he paid  five  vis its  to  a 
m ounta in  village  called  X ia jian g  in  underdeveloped  C h urfan  C ou n ty  in  
southw est Zhejiang  in  less than  tw o  years. Located  deep in  the  m oun
tains, the  v illage  is som e  60  km  fro m  the  coun ty  seat. D u rin g  each 
v is it X i chatted  w ith  villagers  at th e ir hom es and  in  the fields. O n  one 
occasion  he inspected  the  con stru ction  o f  a m ethane  tank. H e  said 
that th irty  years earlier, w hen  he had  lived  in  a village , he had  been  an 
expert in  b u ild in g  m ethane tanks. X i encouraged  villagers  to  manage 
the tanks p ro p e rly  and  m ake the village  a ro le  m odel in  m aking  use o f  
m ethane.

H e  paid  special atten tion  to  the  m arine  econom y. In  D ecem ber 
2002  he put forw ard  the  objective  o f  b u ild in g  Z h ejiang  in to  a p ro v 
ince  w ith  a s tro n g  m arin e  econ om y, and  fo llo w e d  up  his  genera l 
p ro p o sa l w ith  specific  plans and  m easures to  rea lize  th is  ob jective . 
T h e  m arine  econom y  in  Z h ejiang  has since developed  quickly, w ith  an 
annual grow th  o f  19.3% . B y  2005  it  accounted  fo r  nearly  8 %  o f  the 
G D P  o f  Zhejiang.

X i  p ush ed  fo r  the  in te g ra tio n  o f  the  N in g b o  and  Z h o u sh a n  
harbors. In  2006  the  jo in t N ingb o-Z h ou shan  h arb or recorded  a cargo
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th roughp u t o f  420  m illio n  tons, ranking  second  in  C hina  and  am ong  
the w o rld ’s top  three.

H e  also pressed  o n  w ith  the  con stru ction  o f  the  H angzh ou  Bay 
B ridge , an ico n ic  sea-crossing in  C h in a，and  at one  tim e  the  w o rld ’s 
longest sea bridge.

In  2003  X i proposed  that ru ra l com m unities  should  be m anaged 
m ore  like  u rban  com m unities , and  eve ry  e ffo rt  shou ld  be m ade  to  
narrow  the urban-rura l gap  in  quality  o f  life .

Z h ejiang  realized  its developm ent targets one  after another d u rin g  
X iJs tenure. T h e  p ro v in ce  had  the  highest ra tin g  in  eco logy  and  the 
e n v iro n m e n t am o n g  a ll p ro v in c ia l- le v e l re g io n s  in  2005 . In  2006  
alm ost 9 5 %  o f  the  p u b lic  w ere  satisfied  w ith  the  p ro v in c e ’s p u b lic  
security, m aking  Z h ejiang  one  o f  the  safest provinces  in  the country.

D u rin g  his  se rvice  in  Z h e jia n g ，the  p ro v in c e ’s G D P  exceeded  
R M B 1  t r illio n  in  2 0 0 4 , and  its  annua l p e r cap ita  G D P  exceeded  
U S$3,000  in  2005  and  stood  at nearly  U S$4,000  in  2006. T h e  p ro v 
ince  ranked  fo u rth  in  sustainable developm ent in  2006, after Shanghai, 
B eijing  and  T ian jin .

F u rthe rm ore , all the counties and  tow nships in  the p rovin ce  that 
had been o ffic ia lly  classified  as “ poverty-stricken”  were raised ou t o f  
p overty  d u rin g  that period .

In  2007  X i was appointed  secretary o f  the  C P C  Shanghai M u n ic i
pal C om m ittee.

In  the firs t m onth  after his appoin tm ent X i began  research p ro j
ects in to  standards o f  liv in g , developm ent, the  Shanghai W o rld  E xp o , 
and the  figh t against c o rru p tio n . D espite  d ifficu lties  and obstacles in  
the m etropolis , X i convened  the N in th  Shanghai M unicipa l Congress 
o f  the C P C , greatly  in v ig o ra tin g  loca l offic ia ls , rebu ild in g  Shanghai^ 
im age, and  setting  fo rth  a b lu e p rin t fo r  Shanghai fo r  the  n ext five  
years.

X i always believes that a cou n ty  P arty  c h ie f shou ld  v is it a ll the  
villages in  the  county, a c ity  P arty  ch ie f all the  tow ns and tow nships 
in  the  city, and  a p ro v in c ia l P arty  c h ie f a ll the  counties, cities  and  
districts in  the  p rovin ce .



490 T h e  G o v e r n a n c e  o f  C h in a

H e  visited  all the villages in  Z hengd ing . In  N in gd e , he vis ited  nine  
counties  d u rin g  the  firs t three  m onths, and  traveled  to  m ost o f  the 
rem ain ing  tow nships later on . A fte r  being  transferred  to  Z h ejiang  in  
2002, he visited  all 90 counties in  just ove r a year. D u rin g  his tenure 
in  Shanghai, he visited  all 19 districts  and  counties in  seven m onths. 
A fte r  he came to  w ork  w ith  the  central leadership, he visited  all the 31 
p rovinces, autonom ous  regions and  m unicipalities  d irecd y  under the 
central governm ent on  the m ainland.

M an with a World Vision

D u rin g  a recent m eeting  w ith  fo re ign  experts w o rk in g  in  C hina , 
X i  said that C h in a , as a responsib le  cou n try , w ill n o t o n ly  m anage 
its ow n  affairs, but also p ro p e rly  handle  its relations w ith  the  rest o f  
the  w o rld , so as to  foster a m ore  favorable  external environ m en t and 
m ake a greater con trib u tion  to  w orld  peace and  developm ent.

''C h in a  needs to  kn ow  m ore  about the  rest o f  the  w o rld , and  the 
rest o f  the  w o rld  also  needs to  kn ow  m ore  about C h in a ,”  X i  said. 
W h eth er w o rk in g  at the  loca l level o r  w ith  the  central leadership, X i 
has always valued  in ternationa l exchanges and  m aking  fo re ign  friends. 
H e  takes every  o p p o rtu n ity  to  m eet fo re ign  guests v is itin g  C hina.

B efore  X i came to  w o rk  w ith  the  central leadership  he had  visited  
ove r 60 countries, and  m et a great num ber o f  ̂ foreign  vis ito rs . In  the 
past five  years he has traveled  to  m ore  than  40  countries and  regions 
across five  continents and  has had  extensive  contacts w ith  people  o f  
all w alks o f  life . H e  explains fran k ly  and  honestly  to  fo re ign  friends 
h o w  the  C h inese  p eo p le  v ie w  th e ir ow n  c o u n try  and  the  ou tside  
w o rld , and  is w illin g  to  listen  to  them  as w ell. In  the  eyes o f  m any 
fo re ign  dign itaries, X i is a con fiden t, pragm atic, sagacious and  good- 
hum ored  leader.

H e  often  tells fore ign  vis ito rs  that the  globa l com m unity  is becom 
in g  in c re a s in g ly  in teg ra ted , and  shares a co m m o n  destiny. C h in a ^  
continuous  rap id  developm ent depends o n  w o rld  peace and  deve lop
m ent. I t  also provides  op p ortun ities  fo r  oth e r countries to  develop, so
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together we can achieve m utually  beneficial results and share benefits 
th rough  m utual respect and  pragm atic  cooperation .

A t  the  W o rld  Peace F o rum  organ ized  b y  Tsinghua  U n ive rs ity  in  
Ju ly  2012, X i noted  that a cou n try  m ust let others develop  w hile  seek
in g  its ow n  deve lop m en t, m ust le t others  feel secure w h ile  seeking  
its ow n  security, and  m ust let others live  better w hile  asp iring  to  live  
better itse lf. In  a m eeting  w ith  Lee K uan  Yew 6 in  S ingapore, X i said 
that n o t every  stro n g  c o u n try  w o u ld  seek hegem ony. C h in a  w ou ld  
stick to  the path  o f  peaceful developm ent, a m utually  beneficial strate
gy  and  open ing  up, and  the pledge  o f  never seeking hegem ony. C hina  
w ould  pass its com m itm ent from  generation  to  generation.

X i?s fo re ign  visits  have sent ou t a signal that countries should  w ork  
together to  establish  a m ore  equal and  balanced  g lob a l partnersh ip , 
so as to  safeguard the com m on  interests o f  all o f  hum anity  and  make 
the earth  a better place.

D u rin g  his five-day v is it to  the  U S  in  2012, X i attended  27 events 
and engaged in  exchanges w ith  President O bam a  and other U S  p o li
ticians, and  the  p ub lic  alike. "A s  lo n g  as b o th  sides grasp  the  thread  
o f  com m on  interests, C h ina  and  the  U S  can exp lo re  a path  o f  new  
partnersh ip  in  w hich  m ajor pow ers live  in  harm ony, engage in  positive  
in teraction , and  achieve m utually  beneficial cooperation .,? H is  rem arks 
elicited  positive  feedback fro m  m any in  the  US.

In  a recent m eeting  w ith  fo rm e r U S  P resident Jim m y  C arter, X i 
called  fo r  m ore  ''p o s itive  energy,5 fo r  the  C hina-U S  partnership .

D u rin g  his v is it to  Russia, X i stressed the  im portance  o f  devel
op in g  b ilatera l re lations  betw een  the  tw o  countries. C h in a^  strategic 
partnersh ip  o f  coord in a tion  w ith  Russia has becom e  the closest, m ost 
dynam ic  and  m ost p ro fo u n d  betw een  m ajor pow ers, and  deve lop ing  
positive  re lations  w ith  Russia is always a p rio rity  fo r  C h in a ’s fo re ign  
affairs. X i attended  the  second  m eeting  o f  the  dialogue  m echanism  
between the  Chinese  and  Russian  ru lin g  parties and  had  extensive  and 
in-depth  discussions w ith  leaders o f  various  parties in  Russia, fu rth e r 
strengthening  Sino-Russian  relations.
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X i h igh ly  values relations w ith  deve lop ing  countries. H e  once  said 
that we w ou ld  take conso lidating  and  deve lop ing  relations w ith  devel
o p in g  countries as the aim  and  basis o f  C h ina5s fo re ign  policy.

In  South  A fric a , X i  attended  the  fo u rth  p len a ry  session  o f  the  
China-South  A fric a  B inational C om m ission , lo o k in g  fo rw ard , together 
w ith  the  South  A frica n  side, to  a b rig h t future  fo r  b ilatera l coopera
tion .

In  a speech delivered  at a sem inar m arking  the 10th  anniversary  o f  
the F o ru m  o n  C h in a-A frica  C oo p e ra tio n  (F O C A C ), X i underscored  
C h in a ’s friendsh ip  w ith  A fric a , h igh ligh tin g  that “ a frien d  in  need is a 
frien d  indeed.”

In  Saudi A rab ia , he stated that a m ore  prosperous  and  open  C hina  
w ould  b rin g  great developm ent opportun ities  to  the  M idd le  East and 
the  G u lf  countries.

In  C h ile , speaking  o f  the  re la tion sh ip  o ve r the  n ext decade, he 
proposed  that C h ina  and  L atin  A m erica  should  be g o o d  partners in  
the fields o f  po litics , econom ics, culture  and in ternationa l affairs.

X i has been  pragm atic  and  effic ien t on  the  in ternationa l stage. In  
one  single  day, w h ile  attend ing  the  celebrations  fo r  the  150th  ann i
versary  o f  the  u n ifica tio n  o f  Ita ly , X i exchanged  ideas w ith  leaders 
fro m  m ore  than  20  countries and  in ternationa l organ izations. D u rin g  
his v is it to  G erm an y  and  fo u r other European  countries, X i attended  
five  sign ing  cerem onies fo r  econom ic  and  trade  agreem ents and  six 
econom ic  and  trade  fo ru m s, and  signed  93 coop era tio n  agreem ents 
in vo lv in g  a tota l o f  U S$7.4  b illio n .

X i has also em phasized  the ro le  o f  cultural exchanges in  the b u ild 
in g  o f  a h arm on ious  w o rld . A d dress in g  attendants at the  F ra n k fu rt 
B o o k  F a ir in  2 009 , he  rem arked  tha t th ro u g h  exchanges betw een  
d iffe ren t cultures, people  fro m  d iffe ren t countries had  com e  to  know  
C onfucius  fro m  C hina , G oethe  fro m  G erm an y  and  Shakespeare from  
B rita in . P ro m o tin g  in ternationa l cu ltural exchanges created im p ortan t 
m om entum  fo r  hum an  progress and  peaceful developm ent, he said.

D u rin g  his v is it to  Russia，he stood  side by  side w ith  V la d im ir Putin  
in  the K re m lin  as they launched  the <cYear o f  the Chinese  Language55
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in  Russia. H e  said in  his address: ''C u ltu re  is enriched, hearts are jo ined  
together，and friendsh ip  is deepened th rough  exchanges.”

X i  has a ta len t fo r  d ra w in g  w isd o m  fro m  C hinese  cu ltu re  and  
presenting  ideas clearly in  a stra ightforw ard  and hum orous  way. D u rin g  
his US  v is it, he b orrow ed  a line  fro m  the them e song  o f  the  popular 
Chinese  T V  dram a  Monkey King to  diffuse  the  g ravity  o f  the  bilateral 
issue. “ T h e  road  is rig h t under ou r feet，’’ he said, w hen  describ ing  the 
“ unprecedented”  relations between  C hina  and  the  U S，presenting  the 
im age o f  a con fiden t and  fo rw ard-looking  Chinese  leader.

W hen  facing  questions about hum an  rights  in  C hina, he is fo rth 
rig h t: <cT h ere  is n o  best, o n ly  b ette r/5 H e  takes the  v iew  that every  
cou n try ’s situation  is d iffe ren t，and  every  path  is d iffe rent. “ W hether 
the shoe fits o r n o t, o n ly  the  w earer know s.,>

A m ity  betw een  peop les  is the  key  to  sound  re la tio n s  betw een  
states. X i has said the  leve l o f  state-to-state  frien dsh ip  depends o n  
relations betw een  the ir peoples. H e  once  light-hearted ly  rem arked  to  
fo re ign  m in is try  offic ia ls  on  a d ip lom atic  trip  that life  lay in  m o tio n , 
and dip lom acy  lay  in  activity. In  oth er w ords, diplom ats  should  travel 
w idely  and m ake m ore  bosom  friends.

D u rin g  h is  v is it  to  L ao s , X i  a rran ge d  a specia l m e e tin g  w ith  
the  late L ao  leader Q u in im  P h olsen a^  ch ild re n , w h o  had  live d  and  
studied  in  B eijing . H e  jo ined  them  in  reca lling  th e ir days at B e ijin g^  
Bayi S choo l. H e  said that P holsena^  second  son  bore  the  nicknam e  
<cC hubby  B oy.,J T h is  m ade everybody  laugh.

D u rin g  his U S  vis it, X i traveled  to  Iow a  to  jo in  a dozen  o ld  acquain- 
tances fo r tea and a chat at a house in  an Iow a  farm  com m unity. M ost 
o f  the people  at the gathering  were friends X i had made during  a 1985 
visit to  Iow a  as a m em ber o f  an agricultural research delegation.

In  Russia, he vis ited  a ch ild ren^  center w hich  had  taken in  Chinese  
students affected  b y  the  devastating  W enchuan  earthquake  o f  2008, 
and expressed his gratitude  to  the  staff.

H e  kicked  o f f  a gam e o f  G ae lic  fo o tb a ll in  D u b lin ’s C roke  Park  
w hen  v is it in g  Ire la n d  and  w atched  an N B A  gam e  in  the  U S. T h e  
m edia w elcom ed  such activities as evidence  o f  his cord ia l im age.
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<cH e  succeeded in  dem onstrating  n o t o n ly  his personal charism a  
and  bearing , b u t also the  im age  and  charm  o f  C h in a ,J, an overseas 
m edia outlet com m ented.

Son of a Revolutionary Family; a Good H usband

X i J in p in g ^  father X i Z h o n gxu n  was a Party and  state leader. A t  
the age o f  21 the senior X i served  as chairm an  o f  the governm ent o f  
the  Shaanxi-G ansu  B o rd e r R eg ion , a C P C  re vo lu tio n a ry  base in  the 
1930s，and  was called  by  M ao  Z ed on g  a “ leader o f  the  people .”

X i Z h o n g xu n  began  to  suffer p o litica l persecution  in  1962, w hich  
con tin ued  fo r  16 years. H ow ever, he never gave in  to  adversity  but 
tried  his best to  help  clear the  names o f  others w h o  had  been  perse
cuted. O n ce  the  C u ltu ra l R evo lu tion  had  com e  to  an end, he served  
as firs t secretary o f  the  C P C  G u an gd on g  P ro v in c ia l C om m ittee , at
the  fo re fro n t o f  C h ina ’s re fo rm  and  opening-up  in itia tive，m aking  an
im p ortan t con trib u tion  to  the establishm ent o f  the special econom ic  
2 〇nes in  the  p rovin ce  and  the ir rap id  developm ent.

X i^  m other Q i X in , nearly 90 years o f  age, is also a veteran  revo
lu tio n a ry  and  Party  m em ber. A  d u tifu l son, X i often  stro lls  and  chats 
w ith  his m other, h o ld in g  her by  the  hand, and  regu larly  makes tim e  to  
dine  w ith  her.

T h e  X i  fa m ily  has a tra d itio n  o f  b e in g  stric t w ith  ch ild re n  and  
liv in g  a sim ple  life . X i Z h o n gxu n  believed  that i f  a senior Party  o ffic ia l
w anted  to  d iscip line  others, he should  begin  first w ith  h im se lf and  his 
fam ily. X i J in p in g  and  his younger b ro th e r used to  w ear clothes and 
shoes handed  dow n  fro m  the ir elder sisters. A fte r  X i J in p in g  becam e a 
leading  o ffic ia l, his m other called  a fam ily  m eeting  to  ban  the  siblings 
fro m  engaging  in  any business in  the  areas w here  X i J in p in g  w orked.

X i J in p in g  has carried  on  his fam ily^  trad ition  and  has been  strict 
w ith  his ow n  fam ily. W h erever he w orked , he to ld  his fam ily  n o t to  
do  business there  o r  do  anyth in g  in  his nam e, otherw ise  he ciw ou ld  
be  ru th less/5 W h eth e r in  F u jia n , Z h e jia n g  o r Shanghai, he pledged  
at o ffic ia l m eetings that no  one  was allow ed  to  seek personal benefit
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th rough  m aking  use o f  his nam e，and  w elcom ed  supervis ion  in  this 
regard.

X i m arried  Peng  L iyuan , a renow ned  fo lk  song  singer and  p op u 
la r soprano  singer o f  opera. In  1980  Peng  caused quite  a stir w hen  
attend ing  a nationa l art p erfo rm an ce  in  B e ijin g , representing  Shan
dong  Province.

She was the  firs t person  in  C h ina  to  ob ta in  a m aster^ degree in  
national voca l m usic. She is a representative  o f  contem porary  national 
voca l m usic and  one  o f  the founders o f  the  school o f  national voca l 
m usic.

H e r  m o st fam ous  w o rks  in c lu d e  On the Fields o f Hope, People 

from M j Village^ We A.re Yellow River and Mount Taishan, and Rivers and 

Mountains. She has w o n  m any  to p  aw ards in  n atio n a l vo c a l m usic  
c o m p e titio n s  such  as C h in a ’s G o ld e n  D is k  A w a rd  and  the  State 
A u d io -V id e o  A w ard .

She has played  lead ing  roles in  Chinese  national operas such as The 

White-haired Girl， Grief at Dawn, The Party’s Daughter， 2 n d  Ode to Heroine 

Mulan, am ong  others. She has also w on  the  highest theatrical award 
in  C h ina , the  P lum  B lossom  P rize , and  the  highest perform ance  art 
award, the W enhua  P rize .

P eng  a ttrib u te s  h e r a cco m p lish m e n ts  to  the  p eo p le  and  said  
that she shou ld  co n trib u te  a ll h er ta len t to  the  peop le . O v e r  m ore  
than  three  decades, she has g ive n  hun dreds  o f  free  perfo rm an ces  
fo r people  fro m  all w alks o f  life  across the  country. These  included  
perform ances in  im poverished  m ounta in  areas, coastal areas, o ilfie ld s, 
m ines and  barracks, as w ell as in  deserts and  o n  the  snow y plateau. 
She also p erfo rm ed  in  W enchuan  after the devastating  earthquake o f  
2008, in  B e ijin g ’s X iaotangshan  after the SAR S  outbreak  in  2003, and 
in  flo o d -h it Jiu jia n g  in  Jia n g x i P rovin ce  in  1998.

T o  b ette r in tro d u ce  C hinese  n atio n a l vo c a l m usic  and  n ation a l 
opera  to  the outside  w o rld , Peng  was the  firs t to  play a solo  concert 
in  Singapore  in  1993. She has also represented  C hina  in  perform ances 
in  m ore  than  50 countries  and  regions, becom ing  a w orld-renow ned  
cultural am bassador fo r C hina.
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She produced  and played  the lead ing  ro le  in  the  opera  Ode to Hero

ine Mulan^ w hich  was p erfo rm ed  at N ew  Y o rk  C ity Js L in co ln  C enter 
fo r  the  P e rfo rm in g  A rts  and  at the  V ie n n a  State O p e ra  H ouse  in  
A ustria .

Peng  is cu rren tly  sh iftin g  her focus fro m  perform ance  to  educa
tio n , aim ing  to  tra in  new  singers and produce  new  m asterpieces.

Peng  is ve ry  m uch  devoted  to  w o rk  fo r  the  p u b lic  g o o d . She is 
a W H O  G o o d w ill A m b assad o r fo r  T u b e rcu los is  and  H IV / A ID S , 
a n ation a l A ID S  p reven tio n  advocate, and  an am bassador b o th  fo r 
the preven tion  o f  juvenile  delinquency  and  fo r  tobacco  co n tro l. A t  a 
recent W o rld  A ID S  D ay  activity, ra is ing  awareness about A ID S , she 
was called  “ M am a Peng”  b y  A ID S  orphans.

X i  and  P eng  fe ll in  lo ve  in  1986, and  m a rrie d  the  sam e year. 
A lth o u g h  they w ere often  separated b y  w o rk  com m itm ents, they  have 
understood  and  supported  each oth e r and  con tinuously  show n  the ir 
d evo tion  to  each other.

A s  a m em ber o f  the  P eople ’s L ib e ra tio n  A rm y , Peng  was often  
tasked w ith  staging perform ances in  rem ote  areas. These  tours som e
tim es kept her on  the road  fo r  tw o  to  three  m onths  at a tim e. Alw ays 
concerned  about his w ife , X i w ou ld  phone  her before  bedtim e  alm ost 
every  n igh t, n o  m atter h ow  late it  was.

O n  C hinese  N ew  Y ear’s E v e , Peng  w ou ld  o fte n  p e rfo rm  at the 
S pring  Festival G ala  presented  by  C hina  C entral T elevision . X i w ould  
m ake dum plings  w hile  w atch ing  the  show  and  w ait fo r  her re tu rn  to  
have the  fam ily  feast.

In  the  eyes o f  Peng, X i is a go o d  husband  and a go o d  father. She 
always shows care and consideration  fo r  h im . Peng  takes every  o p p o r
tu n ity  to  be together w ith  h er husband, co o k in g  dishes o f  d iffe ren t 
styles fo r  h im .

T o  P eng, X i is b o th  a un iqu e  and  a v e ry  o rd in a ry  p erson . H e  
favors  hom e-m ade  c o o k in g  in  the  Shaanxi and  S handong  cuisines, 
and  also enjoys a d rin k  du rin g  parties o r w ith  friends. H e  likes sw im 
m in g , m ounta ineering , and  w atch ing  basketball, fo o tb a ll and  b o x in g  
matches. Som etim es he stays up  late w atching  sports on  te levision .
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T h e  co u p le  have  a d a u g h te r, X i  M in g ze . M in g ze  in  C h in ese  
connotes “ liv in g  an honest life  and  being  a useful person  to  society，’’ 
w hich  is the ir expectation  fo r  her and  also a sym bol o f  the ir sim ple  
fam ily  style.

N otes

1 See note 24, p. 22.
2 The 4<two sessions>, refer to the annual sessions o f the National Peopled Con

gress and the National Committee o f the Chinese Peopled Political Consultative 
Conference.

3 See note 5, p. 265.
4 In  July 2003 the fourth plenary (enlarged) session o f the 11th CPC Zhejiang 

Provincial Committee proposed to make full use o f the province^ eight advantages 
for development and implement eight measures for its future growth.

5 The Yangtze River Delta is one o f  China’s major economic regions, mainly 

covering Shanghai and the provinces o f  Jiangsu and Zhejiang.

6 Lee Kuan Yew (1923-2015) was founder and first premier (1965-1990) o f the 
Republic o f Singapore.
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J a p a n e s e  m i l i t a r is m ,  2 9 2  

J ia n g  Z e m i n ,  8 ,  2 5 ,  4 0 ,  2 3 9 ,  3 2 5 ,  4 0 2 ,  

4 2 5

J ia n g s u ,  1 7 7 , 4 8 5 , 4 9 5  

“J in j ia n g  e x p e r ie n c e ” ， 4 8 8  

J iu j ia n g ,  4 9 5  

J o r d a n ,  3 4 7 , 3 5 1  

J o u r n e y  t o  th e  W e s t , 2 8 6  

ju d ic ia l  ju s t ic e ,  1 6 1  

ju d ic ia l  r e f o r m ,  9 2 , 1 6 7  

ju d ic ia l ,  p r o c u r a t o r i a l  a n d  p u b l ic  s e c u 

r i t y  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  1 6 3  

ju d i c i a l ,  p r o c u r a t o r i a l  a n d  p u b l ic  s e c u 

r i t y  o r g a n s ,  1 6 4 - 1 6 5  

j u d ic ia l ,  p r o c u r a t o r i a l  a n d  p u b l ic  s e c u 

r i t y  w o r k ,  1 6 4

J u liu s  N y e r e r e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  

C e n t e r  i n  D a r  e s  S a la a m ,  T a n z a n i a ,  

3 3 3

ju s t ic e  a n d  t r a n s p a r e n c y ,  1 6 1

K

K a z a k h s t a n ,  2 8 1 , 3 1 5 , 3 8 9  

K e n y a ,  2 8 5

K i n g  W e n  o f  t h e  Z h o u  D y n a s t y ,  1 4 0

K o r b e r  F o u n d a t i o n ,  2 9 0

K o r e a ,  2 8 6 ,  3 9 5

K r e m l i n ,  4 9 2

K r i k u n ,  4 0 5 ,  4 5 4

K r y l o v ,  I v a n ,  1 1 4

K u a n g H e n g ,  6 4

K u o m i n t a n g  o f  C h in a ,  2 5 6 - 2 5 7 ,  2 6 0  

K u r i s h e n k o ,  G r e g o r y ,  3 0 3  

K y r g y z s t a n ,  3 7 3

L

L a o  Z i ,  2 0 1 ,  3 0 4  

L A S ,  3 9 5

L a t i n  A m e r i c a ,  6 2 ,  3 4 2 - 3 4 3 ,  4 9 2  

L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  a n d  C a r i b b e a n  c o u n 

t r ie s ,  6 2

la w  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  7 8 , 1 5 2 ,  1 5 6 - 1 5 7 , 1 6 1 ,  

1 6 5 ,  3 2 2 ,  3 7 4 ,  3 9 6

la w - b a s e d  c o u n tx y ,  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  s o 

c ie ty , 1 5 8 , 1 6 0

la w - b a s e d  g o v e r n a n c e ,  1 0 ,  4 3 ,  1 1 6 ,  1 5 2 ,  

1 5 4 , 1 5 7 - 1 5 8 , 1 6 2 - 1 6 3 , 2 2 5  

la w - b a s e d  m a n a g e m e n t ,  1 5 8  

l a w - b a s e d  s o c ia l is t  c o u n t r y ,  1 5 1 - 1 5 2 ,  

1 5 4 - 1 5 5

la w - b a s e d  s o c ia l is t  c u l t u r e ,  1 5 7  

le a d e r s h ip  c o r e ,  1 3 0 , 1 5 7 ,  4 3 2  

le a d e r s h ip  o f  t h e  P a r ty ,  2 4 ,  2 9 ,  4 3 ,  6 6 ,  

7 4 ,  9 1 ,  1 0 2 ,  1 5 3 ,  1 6 3 ,  1 8 6 ,  2 0 2 ,  2 3 8 -  

2 3 9 , 2 4 3 ,  4 0 2 ,  4 3 7 ,  4 6 4  

l e a d in g  o f f ic ia ls ,  4 5 ,  5 1 ,  1 3 .0 , 1 9 6 ,  2 0 1 ,  

2 1 0 ,  2 1 5 ,  4 1 7 ,  4 2 1 - 4 2 2 ,  4 2 7 ,  4 2 9 - 4 3 0 ,  

4 3 9 ,  4 4 5 ,  4 4 8 ,  4 5 1 - 4 5 5 , 4 7 1  

L e b a n o n ,  3 4 7  

L e e  K u a n  Y e w ,  4 9 1  

le g a l  a id ,  1 6 1  

L e i  F e n g ,  5 7

L e i b n i z ,  G o t t f r i e d  W i l h e l m ,  2 9 0  

L e n i n ,  V l a d i m i r ,  1 0 2  

L e n i n i s m ,  1 0 , 1 7 2 ,  4 1 0 ,  4 3 3 ,  4 5 2 ,  4 6 3  

L e r m o n t o v ,  M i k h a i l ,  1 1 4 , 3 0 4  

L e u n g  C h u n - y i n g ,  2 4 7 - 2 5 0  

L i  S ig u a n g , 1 3 6  •

L ia n g  Q ic h a o ,  2 0 1  

L ia n g j ia h e ,  4 8 0

L ia n h u a s h a n  ( L o t u s  F l o w e r  M o u n t a i n )  

P a r k  i n  S h e n z h e n ,  4 7 5  

L ib e r a t i o n  o f  th e  N a t i o n ,  3 1 6  

L i e n  C h a n ,  2 6 0  

l i f e - l o n g  e d u c a t io n ,  2 1 1  

L in c o l n  C e n t e r  f o r  t h e  P e r f o r m i n g  A r t s ,  

4 9 6

U t t l e  H e r o  S o ld ie r ^  2 0 2  

L i u  Y u n s h a n ,  7 9  

lo c a l  p e o p le ’s c o n g r e s s e s , 1 5 6  

L o e s s  P la t e a u ,  4 7 7 ,  4 8 0  

L o u v r e  M u s e u m ,  2 8 3
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l o w - r e n t  h o u s in g ,  2 1 3  

L u X u n ,  1 9 2 , 1 9 5  

L i i Y u l a n ,  4 8 7

M
M a c a o ,  4 4 - 4 5 , 2 4 7 - 2 5 1 , 4 7 8 - 4 7 9  

M a c a o  S p e c ia l  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  R e g i o n  

( M S A R ) ,  2 4 8  

m a c r o  c o n t r o l ,  8 3 , 1 2 9  

“ M a m a  P e n g ” ， 4 9 6

M aintaining close ties between the P a r t y

a n d  t h e  p e o p le ,  1 7

m a j o r - c o u n t r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  

C h i n a  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta te s , 3 0 6  

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  I n t e r n e t ,  9 4  

M a o  Z e d o n g ,  8 , 1 0 ,  2 7 ,  2 9 ,  3 0 , 4 0 , 1 7 2 ,  

1 9 1 ,  2 3 9 ,  3 2 5 ,  3 3 4 ,  4 0 7 ,  4 1 0 ,  4 1 2 ,  

4 3 3 , 4 5 2 , 4 9 4

M a o  Z e d o n g  T h o u g h t ,  1 0 ,  2 7 ,  1 7 2 ,  

4 1 0 , 4 3 3 , 4 5 2  

M a p  o f  I m p e r i a l  C h in a ^  1 3 7  

M a r i t i m e  S i lk  R o a d ,  3 2 0 - 3 2 1 ,  3 2 7 ,  3 4 8 ,  

3 9 5

m a r k e t  a c c e s s , 8 8  

m a r k e t  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  8 3 , 1 2 6  

M a r x ,  K a r l ,  1 0 2 , 1 0 5  

M a r x i s m ,  9 - 1 0 ,  1 6 ,  2 4 - 2 5 ,  2 7 - 2 9 ,  7 7 ,  

1 2 8 , 1 7 1 - 1 7 2 , 1 8 5 , 4 1 0 , 4 3 3 , 4 5 2 , 4 5 4 ,  

4 6 2 - 4 6 3

M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m ,  1 0 ,  1 7 2 ,  4 1 0 ,  4 3 3 ,  

4 5 2 ,  4 6 3

M a r x i s t  v i e w p o i n t ,  4 1 0  

m a s s  l in e ,  1 7 ,  2 7 ,  2 9 - 3 0 ,  9 1 ,  1 0 9 ,  4 0 1 ,  

4 〇 3 _ 4 〇 4 , 4 1 0 - 4 1 1 ， 4 1 3 , 4 1 7 - 4 1 9  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  I n s t i t u t e  o f  T e c h n o lo g y ,  

1 9 5

M a y  4 t h  M o v e m e n t  ( 1 9 1 9 ) ,  1 8 5 - 1 8 7  

M a y  4 t h  s p i r i t ,  1 8 5 - 1 8 6  

M a y a  c i v i l i z a t io n ,  2 8 4  

M e i Y i q i ,  1 9 5

M e m o r y  o f  t h e  W o r l d  R e g is t e r ,  2 8 7

M e n c iu s ,  2 0 1  

M e x i c o ,  6 1 , 3 4 2  

m i c r o - b l o g ,  9 4

M i d d l e  E a s t ,  1 4 5 ,  3 4 6 - 3 4 7 ,  4 9 2  

m i g r a n t  w o r k e r s ,  5 0 ,  9 0  

M i l l e n n i u m  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s ,  2 7 4 ,  

3 5 7

M i n g  D y n a s t y  ( 1 3 6 8 - 1 6 4 4 ) ,  1 3 7 ,  2 8 5 ,  

4 9 7

m i n i m u m  l i v i n g  a l lo w a n c e ,  9 1  

M i n i s t r y  o f  S u p e r v is io n ,  4 2 8  

M i n z u  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l ,  2 0 0  

m i x e d - o w n e r s h i p  e c o n o m y ,  8 6  

m i x e d - o w n e r s h i p  e n t e r p r is e s ,  8 8  

m o b i l e  I n t e r n e t ,  1 3 3  

m o d e l  w o r k e r s ,  4 9 - 5 0  

m o d e r a t e ly  p r o s p e r o u s  s o c ie ty  i n  a l l  r e 

s p e c ts , 6 ,  8 , 1 3 , 1 5 , 1 8 ,  2 3 ,  3 8 ,  4 6 - 4 8 ,  

5 3 ,  6 1 ,  6 3 ,  7 6 ,  8 9 ,  1 0 4 ,  1 3 1 ,  1 5 8 - 1 5 9 ,  

1 6 0 ,  1 9 6 ,  2 0 9 ,  2 2 1 ,  2 2 9 ,  2 4 8 ,  2 9 1 ,  

3 0 0 ,  3 4 5 ,  3 5 8 ,  3 6 5 , 4 0 1 ,  4 4 5 , 4 6 0 , 4 7 6  

m o d e r n  c o r p o r a t e  s y s te m , 8 7 ,  8 8  

m o n e t a r y  p o l ic ie s ,  1 2 4 , 3 8 6  

M o n k e y  K in g , 4 9 3

M o s c o w  S ta te  I n s t i t u t e  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

R e la t io n s ,  2 9 7 ,  3 0 4  

M S A R  g o v e r n m e n t ,  2 4 8 - 2 5 0  

m u l t i l a t e r a l  t r a d e  s y s te m , 1 2 6

N

N a n j i n g  U n iv e r s i t y ,  1 9 5  

N a n p i n g ,  4 8 8

N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

W o r k ,  4 6 0

n a t i o n a l  d e f e n s e ,  1 4 ,  8 2 ,  8 8 ,  1 0 2 ,  2 3 7 ,  

2 3 9 - 2 4 4 , 4 4 8

n a t io n a l  g o v e r n a n c e ,  8 8 ,  1 0 1 - 1 0 3 ,  1 1 3 ,  

1 1 6 - 1 1 8 ,  2 2 1

n a t io n a l  g o v e r n a n c e  c a p a c ity ,  1 0 2  

n a t i o n a l  g o v e r n a n c e  s y s te m , 1 0 1 - 1 0 3 ,  

1 1 3 , 1 1 6 - 1 1 8 ,  2 2 1
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N a t i o n a l  M u s e u m  o f  C h in a ,  4 7 6  

N a t i o n a l  P e o p le ’s C o n g r e s s  ( N P C ) ， 1 4 9

n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y ,  8 6 ,  8 8 ,  9 4 - 9 5 ,  1 3 5 ,  

2 1 9 ,  2 2 1 - 2 2 5 , 2 3 8 ,  3 0 0 ,  3 2 6  

N a t i o n a l  S e c u r i t y  C o m m is s i o n ,  9 4 - 9 5 ,  

221

n a t u r a l  g a s , 1 4 3 , 1 4 4 ,  3 4 8  

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  9 5  

N a z a r b a y e v  U n iv e r s i t y ,  3 1 5  

N B A ,  4 9 3

n e i g h b o r h o o d  d ip lo m a c y ,  3 2 5  

n e i g h b o r i n g  c o u n t r ie s ,  1 2 6 ,  3 2 5 - 3 2 9 ,  

3 8 3 ,  3 9 4

N e k r a s o v ,  N i k o l a y ,  1 1 4  

N e t h e r la n d s ,  t h e ,  2 7 7  

N e v s k y  P r o s p e k t ,  2 9 9  

n e w  a n d  h ig h  t e c h n o lo g y ,  1 4 4  

N e w  C u l t u r e  M o v e m e n t ,  1 8 6  

N e w  D e m o c r a t i c  R e v o lu t io n ,  1 5 0 , 1 8 5  

n e w  e n e r g y ,  4 8 , 1 2 6 , 1 4 3 - 1 4 4 ,  3 4 9 ,  3 7 5  

n e w  m o d e l  o f  m a j o r - c o u n t r y  r e l a t i o n 

s h ip ,  3 0 6 - 3 0 8  

N e w  Y o r k ,  4 9 6  

N G O s ,  3 2 3  

“ n ic e  g u y ” ， 4 6 5 - 4 6 6  

“ 1 9 9 2  C o n s e n s u s ” ， 2 6 3  

N i n g b o ,  4 8 8

N i n g b o - Z h o u s h a n  h a r b o r ,  4 8 8  

N i n g d e ,  4 8 1 - 4 8 2 , 4 8 7 , 4 9 0  

n o n - A s i a n  c o u n t r ie s ,  3 6 4  

n o n - p u b l i c  e n t e r p r is e s ,  8 8  

n o n - p u b l i c  s e c to r  o f  t h e  e c o n o m y ,  4 4 ,  

8 7 - 8 8

n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  s e c u r ity ,  2 2 2 ,  2 2 4 ,  3 6 2 ,  

3 9 1

N o r t h - S o u t h  d ia lo g u e ,  3 6 3  

N o r t h - S o u t h  g a p , 3 5 7 , 3 6 6  

N o t i c e o n S o l i c i t i n g O p i n i o n s o n C o n -

t in u in g  t h e  R e f o r m  C o m p r e h e n s iv e ly  

f o r  D is c u s s io n ,  7 8  

N P C  S t a n d in g  C o m m it t e e ,  4 8 5

N S C ,  2 2 1 - 2 2 2  

N S S ,  2 7 7

n u c le a r  e n e r g y ,  1 4 4 ,  2 7 7 - 2 7 8 ,  2 8 0 - 2 8 2 ,  

3 4 9

N u c l e a r  S e c u r i t y  S u m m i t ,  2 7 7

O

O b a m a ,  B a r a c k ,  3 0 6 - 3 0 7 ,  4 9 1  

O c e a n  C h i ld r e n ^  C e n t e r  i n  V l a d i v o s t o k ,  

3 0 4

O c t o b e r  R e v o l u t i o n  ( 1 9 1 7 ) ,  1 0 2  

O d e  t o  H e r o in e  M u / a n ,  4 9 5 ,  4 9 6  

o ld  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  b a s e  a re a s , 2 0 9 - 2 1 0  

o ld - a g e  in s u r a n c e ,  9 1  

O n  th e  F i e l d s  o f  H o p e , 4 9 5  

o n e  c e n t r a l  ta s k ,  t w o  b a s ic  p o in t s ,  11  

“ o n e  C h i n a ” ， 2 5 4 , 2 6 7  

o n e - C h i n a  f r a m e w o r k ,  2 5 7 - 2 5 8 ,  2 6 3  

“ o n e  c o u n t r y ,  t w o  s y s te m s ” ， 2 4 7 - 2 4 8  

“ o n e  v o t e  a g a in s t  m e a n in g  v e t o ” ， 2 1 6  

1 2 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  M a o  Z e d o n g ’s 

b i r t h ,  2 7

o p e n i n g  u p ,  4 ,  7 ,  1 0 ,  1 2 - 1 4 ,  2 3 - 2 5 ,  4 1 -  

4 3 ,  4 5 ,  4 8 ,  5 5 ,  5 7 ,  6 6 - 6 7 ,  7 3 - 7 7 ,  7 9 ,  

9 7 ,  1 0 2 - 1 0 3 ,  1 0 6 - 1 0 7 ,  1 0 9 ,  1 1 2 ,  1 2 4 -  

1 2 5 ,  1 2 7 ,  1 3 4 ,  1 4 4 ,  1 5 0 - 1 5 1 ,  1 7 6 ,  

2 2 3 ,  2 9 0 ,  3 0 6 ,  3 4 0 ,  3 5 8 ,  3 6 5 - 3 6 6 ,  

3 8 2 - 3 8 4 ,  i 8 8 ,  3 9 5 ,  4 0 2 - 4 0 3 ,  4 2 1 - 4 2 2 ,  

4 4 5 ,  4 4 8 - 4 4 9 ,  4 6 1 ,  4 6 8 ,  4 7 5 ,  4 8 3 ,  

4 9 1

O p i u m  W a r ,  3 7 , 1 8 9 ,  2 9 2  

o r a c le  b o n e  in s c r ip t io n s ,  2 0 0

O r g a n i c  L a w  o f  V i l l a g e r s ’ C o m m it t e e s ,  

4 8 5

O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  U n i t y ,  3 3 7  

o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  g o v e r n m e n t ,  8 5

P

P a c i f i c ,  2 5 4 ,  2 8 1 ,  3 0 1 ,  3 0 7 ,  3 1 8 ,  3 2 7 ,  

3 4 3 ,  3 7 5 ,  3 7 8 - 3 7 9 ,  3 8 1 ,  3 8 4 - 3 8 8 ,  

3 9 5
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P a la c e  M u s e u m ,  2 8 3  

^ P a r t n e r s h ip  f o r  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  I n t e g r a 

t i o n  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l i z a t io n , , J 3 5 7  

P a r t y  b u i l d i n g ,  1 5 - 1 6 ,  3 8 ,  4 5 ,  9 9 ,  1 0 7 ,  

1 1 3 ,  4 4 5

P a r t y  C e n t r a l  C o m m it t e e ,  8 ,  7 6 - 7 7 ,  7 9 -  

8 1 ,  8 4 ,  8 9 ,  9 6 ,  1 5 8 ,  1 7 2 ,  1 8 5 ,  1 9 4 ,  

2 0 1 ,  2 3 7 - 2 3 9 ,  2 4 3 ,  4 1 0 - 4 1 1 ,  4 1 8 ,  4 2 5 -  

4 2 7 ,  4 4 0 ,  4 4 5 - 4 4 6 ,  4 4 8 - 4 4 9 , 4 5 5 , 4 7 0  

P a r t y  c o n d u c t ,  4 0 2 ,  4 1 1 ,  4 1 8 ,  4 2 1 - 4 2 2 ,  

4 2 5 - 4 2 6 ,  4 2 8 ,  4 3 0 ,  4 3 2 ,  4 3 6 , 4 3 8  

P a r t y  C o n s o l id a t io n ,  4 0 2  

P a r t y  d is c ip l in e ,  1 8 ,  4 1 4 ,  4 2 1 ,  4 2 6 - 4 3 0 ,  

4 3 6 , 4 3 8 - 4 4 0

P a r t y  m e m b e r s ,  3 ,  5 ,  1 6 ,  1 8 ,  2 3 ,  2 5 -  

2 6 ,  3 0 ,  3 7 - 3 8 ,  4 5 ,  7 8 ,  8 0 ,  1 2 3 ,  1 3 0 -  

1 3 1 , 1 7 1 - 1 7 2 , 1 8 2 ,  4 0 1 ,  4 0 3 - 4 0 4 ,  4 0 7 ,  

4 1 0 - 4 1 9 ,  4 2 5 ,  4 2 7 ,  4 2 9 ,  4 3 0 ,  4 3 3 - 4 3 4 ,  

4 3 9 _ 4 4 〇 , 4 4 8 - 4 4 9 ,  4 5 1 ， 4 6 0 - 4 6 1 ， 4 6 3 -  

4 6 4 , 4 6 7

P a r t y  o f f ic ia ls ,  4 ,  2 5 - 2 6 ,  8 0 ,  1 5 7 ,  4 0 5 -  

4 0 7 , 4 6 2 - 4 6 5

P a r t y  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  1 3 0 ,  1 5 8 ,  1 6 2 ,  1 6 4 ,  

2 2 5 ,  4 0 4 ,  4 1 4 - 4 1 6 ,  4 2 7 ,  4 3 9 - 4 4 0 ,  4 6 7 -  

4 6 8 , 4 7 0

P a r t y  s p i r i t ,  1 7 2 ,  4 3 0 ,  4 3 3 ,  4 3 9 ,  4 4 0  

P a r t y  t r a d i t i o n ,  4 1 5  

P a r t y ’s 1 4 t h  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s ,  8 3  

P a r t y ’s 1 5 t h  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s ,  8 3 ,  8 6  

P a r t y ’s 1 6 t h  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s ,  8 3  

P a r t y ’s 1 7 t h  N a t i o n a l  C o n g r e s s ， 8 3  

P a r t y ’s b a s ic  l i n e  f o r  t h e  p r i m a r y  s ta g e  

o f  s o c ia l is m ,  1 1  

P a r t y ’s b a s ic  l in e ,  2 5  

P a r t y ’s c e n t r a l  ta s k ， 1 7 1  

P a r ty ' s  D a u g h te r ,  T h e , 4 9 5  

P a r t y ’s f in e  t r a d i t io n s  a n d  c o n d u c t ， 4 5  

p a t h ,  t h e o r y  a n d  s y s t e m  o f  s o c ia l is m  

w i t h  C h in e s e  c h a r a c t e r is t ic s ,  9 ,  3 2  

p a t r io t ic  u n i t e d  f r o n t ,  4 3 , 1 5 3  

P a u l  t h e  O c t o p u s ,  4 5 8

P e a c e f u l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  1 4 ,  2 6 6 ,  2 6 9 ,  

2 7 1 , 2 9 0 ,  2 9 2

P e k in g  U n iv e r s i t y ,  1 8 5 - 1 8 6 , 1 9 5 ,  2 0 1  

P e n g  L iy u a n ， 4 9 5  

P e o p le  F i r s t  P a r ty ,  2 6 6 ,  2 6 7  

P e o p le  f r o m  M y  V illa g e ^  4 9 5  

P e o p le ’s A r m e d  P o l ic e  F o r c e ,  4 4  

p e o p l e ’s c o n g r e s s e s ， 4 3 , 1 5 3 - 1 5 6 ,  4 4 0  

P e o p le d  D a i l j ,  3 9 9 , 4 0 0  

p e o p l e ’s d e m o c r a c y ， 4 3 , 1 5 0 , 1 5 3 - 1 5 4  

p e o p l e d  l a w f u l  r i g h t s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s ,  

2 2 5

P e o p le d  L ib e r a t i o n  A r m y ,  4 4 ,  2 4 2 ,  4 9 6  

p e o p l e ’s l iv e s ,  1 5 ， 4 5 ， 1 0 7 ， 1 6 5 ， 1 7 1 ， 
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